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HEADQUARTERS IX CORPS
OFFICE OF THE COMMANDING GENERAL
AFO 309 o/o Postmaster
San PFranocisoo California

1 May 1946

Colonel Thomas D, Drake,

War Department Generel 8taff,
G=-5 Section,
Washington, N. C.

Dear Tommy:

I just finished reading your report en the aoctiom of the
188th Infantry in ths vioinity of 8141 Bou £id, There is no
comment that I can make in forwrding it an to the 34th Nivi.
sion, The report speaks for itself,

Knowing the oonditions, I oan only marvel at the gallantry
of the 168th Infantry and yoursgelf in the face of overwhelming
odds, You, and you alone were fighting the entire German
armored force of General Rommel and the delay you caused saved
the Allied Foroes in Southern Tunisia from disaster, Both of
you wrote a page in American history for which you oan be well
proud, The blame for your defeat can only be layed on the
shoulders of those who completely failed to come to your sup~
port as had been planned,

I am forwmrding two (2) coples of your report with a copy
of this letter to the 34th Division, I suggest that you send
& oopy to the Historiecal B8esotion, War Department General Staff
for the offiocial records.

[y

You have done an excellent job in writing the report, It

is exactly what I wanted,

Best wishes,

CHAS. W. RYDER,
‘Jor G.n‘“l. U. 8. ‘r.yt
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 CONFIDENTIAL

 WAR BEPARTMENT

WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF

TION AND T DIVISION G-3

11 April 1945

Major General Charles W. Ryder
Headquarters IX Corps

Office of the Commanding General

APO #309

¢/o Postmaster, San Francisco, California

Dear General Ryder:

I.am inclosing a report in triplicate of the operations of the
168th Infantry between the dates of 24 December 1942 and 17 February
19/3. I received a letter recently from the Chief of Staff of the
34th Division, Colonel John D, Forsythe, asgking for the same thing
and the additional information of what happened to the prisoners taken
during the engagement.

I have added an extra paragraph describing what happened to them,
It isn't very pleasant reading but it is the truth of how horribly
the enemy treated them.

I have tried to be absolutely fair in the statements and have
not put anything in the report not warranted.

It has been difficult to keep from mentioning what I did for the
fact of it is that I did do most of the show, You know the problem——
good fighting men but inexperienced and partially trained,

Will you please make what comments you wish and forward two
copies to the Commending General, 34th Division? I am sending one
copy for you personally.

With kindest regards I am,

Sincerely yours,

M /&,‘M‘—ﬂ
THOMAS D. DRAKE
Colonel, GSC

CONFIDENTIAL




2 April 1945

T0 } MAJOR GERBRAL CHAS, W, RYDER, U, 8, ARMY:
HEADQUARTERS, IX CORPS, APO 309, o/o POSTEASTER,
SAK FRANGISCO, CALIFORNIA

SUBJEOT: PFactuml Account of Operations 168th Infentry, 3ith
Division, from 24 December 1942 to 17 February 1943

During the period 2, December 1942 to 17 Februmary 1943, the
168th Infantry Combat Team, operated direotly under orders issued
by Allied Force Hendquarters, ALGIERS, AFRICA, Orgenisations of
the regivent ranging from a company to the entire combat team were
oftan separated and eperated under wvaricus commanders ranging froa
advanoed air fields on up through the II American Corps to direct
control by First British Army.

1, 24 December 1942 = The regiment with attached units was
in bvoume in vicinity of EL BIAR, ALGERIA, guarding the coast line
and earrying out its function of garrisoning its sssigned defense
sector. Concenirated training, both day and night was being carried
out. On this date orders were reoeived for the Seecond Dattalion,
reinforced, to move to the vicinity of TELEPEATR for purpose of
guarding advanced air fields located there,

2, 25 December 1942 = The Battalion moved out on its mission,
with organic transportation and buses furnished by the French,
through Allied Forece Headquarters,

3. 2 Janusry 1943 . The Antitank Company was erdered out by
Allisd Foroe Hesdquartsrs to BISKRA, Southarn TUNISIA, to protect an
air Fisld at that place on the edge of the SAHARA DESERT,

4¢ 4 Janumry 1943 = The First Battalion, reinforoed, was turned
over to disposition of First British Army for purpose of proteoting
air fields in vieinity of YOUES LE BAIN from the danger of enemy
gliders and paratroops.

5. During this periocd snd until it rejoined the Combat Teanm,
30 January 1943, the 175th Field Artillery Battalion was in action
under the First British Army in vieinity of BEJA, TUNISIA.



6. Somstime dwring the first week in Jammary 1943, Company. G,
109th Nedicel Battalfon and Company C, 109th Engineer Battalion,
were both detached from the regiment and sent baek to ORAN to re-
Soin the 34th Division, then arriving in AFRICA,

7. The Third Battalion, 168th Infantry, was held in Foree
Reserve in vieinity of ALGIERS by Allied Force Headquarters.

8, 15 Janmry 1943 = The Regimental Commander, Colonal Thomms
D, Drake, started on & visit of inspection of the widely spread regi-
ment, covering 1500 wiles during the next ten days and finding cor-
ditions far from satisfectory. The units placed out on guvard had
been given euch varied duties and orders by persons unfamiliar with
Infantry training and tactics that they were unable to carry on any .
proper training, ‘

9« 29 January 1943 -~ At 1830 hours Colonel Drake received a
telephone message to report to Allied Force Headquarters., Upon
arriving there he was directed to leavs for COESTANTINE and there
report to Lieutemant Ceneral Anderson, Commanding First British Army,
Upon imquiry as to the disposition of the Third Pattalion, Servioce
Company and remainder of Neadquarters Company he was informed that
the Third Battalion would remain in place, but nothing was known
about the othar two organiszations, Alerting the two corpanies the
Colenel put in A telephone call for Brigadier kKecHabb, the Chief of
Staff, Pirst British Army and received his permission to bring the
two cowpanies aleng with him.

10, 30 Jamuary 1943 ~» At 0430 hours Saturday after a night spent
in preparation and securing permission for the movement of the convoy
aleong the over-crowled roeds, the columns passed the I? west of ALGIERS,
Leaving the two companies under ocomand of the Exsoutive Officer for
bivoumcking, GColonel Drake proceeded on to British /rmy Beadquarters
at COESTANTINE, All officers were out to dinner end he weited until
2130 hours at which time the staff returned. Orders were {ssued to
hie to proceed to the C.,P, of the Il American Corps located in a
ravine just east of TRBFSSA amd thers report to imjor Genersl L, R,
Fredendall, U, S, Army, who would give him exsct ordere, but that im
general his wission was to attack the Germans with the 168th Coxbat
Tean and secure some high ground overlooking the coastal plains of
TURISIA,

11, 31 Janusry 1943 = Upon arriving at II Corps Headquarters about
1530 hours, Colonsl Drake wes greeted by General Fredendell who told




hin he was needed badly at the fromt, Genersl Fredemdsll ghowed him
the situation map and indicated an area covering the high ground east
of GAFSA and commmnding the coastal plain over which Rommel's Army
must move northward to effect union with the mass of German troops

that bad been pouring into Africa daily for the past two months, The
order in substance was as follows: "You will attack tomcrrov morning
and seise this high ground (indicating). After taking uwp an sll around
defensive position you will oonduct raids into Romrel's Lines of
Communioaticns, doing all the dammge you can and prevent his uninter-
rupted movement north.”

Oeneral Fredendall told Colonsl Drake that his combat team wes
already up forward and for him to report to tiajor General Orlando
Ward, Pirst Armored Division for orders. Colonel Drake informed General
Fredsndall that neither the Anti-tank Compeny or ths Third Battalion
wers with him, General Fredendall stated they were ordered to be pres-
ent and that he hed asked the First British Army for the entire Combat
Team, General Fredendall then directed his Chief of Staff to get on
the telephone and have the Third Battalion, Anti-tank Company, Engineer
Company and Colleeting Company released from their sssignments and sent
forward to join the Combat Team, General Fredendall then told Colomel
Drake that ope of his battalions (later found to be the First Battalioa)
bad been pretty badly used that morning in an sbortive assault upon the
ensxy positions when they were ceaught inm thsir trucks by German dive
boxbers,

12, Going forward a few miles Colonel Drake reported in to the
Kear Echelon C.P, of the First Armored Division, The officer (Lt GCol)
on duty said that the First Battalion, 168th Infantry, was at ths fromt
under the command of Colonel Maraist, Comxanding Combat Comsand *D¥, and
that General Zard who was up forward wanted to ses Colomel Drake as
soon &8s possible, He algo stated that the Cecond Battalion, 16%th In-
fantry, was down the road s couple of miles awaiting for darkness and
the trucks that had been arranged to carry them forward; that the 175th
Field Artillery Battalion was then moving in in that aree. This officer
then wanted to know if Colomel Drake would take charge and assusse re~
sponsibility, Colonsl Lrake said, "FNo", most emphatioally, He then
explained that for him to take charge in the middle of their work would
only tend to tie it up. That he, Colomel Irake, knew nothing about
the arranyements that had been mde, nor how menr or where the trucks
were to coms from to haul the troops and nothing about road conditions
or the enexy situation; that for the First Armored Civision to carry-on
until the troops were in their alloted assembly area was the only
sensidle thing to do,




13, Colomel Drake then visited both the 175th Field Artillery.
Battalion, comeanded by Lt. Colonel Kelly, and the Second Battalion,
163th Infentry, commanded by Lt. Colonsl Dewey H, Baer and sssured
hinself that they had full loads of smmunition; told thes that they
would attaek the next morning end that hs would iesus orders as soon
as he found out the situation and received orders from the First
Armored Pivision; further, that ths First Armored Division would issus
orders for their movement forward t0 an assembly ares and upon resoch-
ing 1t, he wanted both of them to report %0 hix at the advanoed C.P.
of the Combat Comrand, Shortly after midnight, abeut 0030 hours, the
first of Febrvary, Colonel Drake reached GAFSA,

After identifying himgelf to the crosse-roads military polieeman,
he learned what road led to Genersl Ward's headquarters 20 miles
southeast of QAFSA, Colonel Drake told the X.P, to wateh for his
colu=n end the M,P, said a guide was right there to meet them, He
then cslled Captain Frederick K. Hughes, 024471, First Armored Divis-
fon, who ecame forward and told hir that he hed been sent there to
meest the Infantry and Artillery to conduct them to their maserbly
area, When Colonel Drake questioned him Captain Hughes assured him
he knew exactly whare to place the troops and that thesy would bLe where
Colomel Drake wanted thes that morming, Also that the C,C, Heade
quarters had selected the places and as soon as they were in position
he would report the Zfast to him at C, C, Headquarters, Colonel Drake
told hixm he was going to stop and see Genmernl YWard first and then would
go on to Colonsl Maralst's C.P,

He appeared to know what he was talking about, s20 with a fimal
word of caution to de careful about overrunning the Front Line, which
Captain Hughes assured him couldn't happen, because he knew where to
go ard besides that the First Armored Division K.P.'s oowered the
road, Colonsl DPrake drove on, :

Reaching General Ward's C,P. at 0230 hours, he explained the sitme=
tion; said Colonel ¥Warsist had everything left in the division under his
cozmand} that Eareist would be in command, but that Col Dreke would
convand all of the Infantry} that his entire diviaion, Combat Cozmands,
A, By, and C were amy on other Fronts and that he had mothing left but
the Genmeral Staff to commmnd, He explained that an atteck had been
started that day (Sunday); that the First Battalion, 168th Infantry,
had been caught in trucks by Boochs dive bormbers and that they had
suffered very heavily, Hs knew they were badly shaken, but hoped Colonsl
Drake would be able to pull them out of it,



After leaving him Colomsl Drake drove on several miles and found
Colonel israist's C.,P, at about G430 hours. The S-3 sugpested he
wait in their G.F, half-track until 0530 hours when Colonel Emraist
would issue his battle orders, He further told Celonel Drake that
all of hie coamanders had been, or would be, ordered to report at
0530 hours, so there wasn't snything he eould do until then; that the
units were oclosing in their bivouacs, having pasged while ke was with
General ~ard.

Lt, Colonel John Petty, Commander of First Battalion, eame in
shortly aftervards and explained to Colonel Drake that the First
Battslion had bean ordered sent forward in trucks to attack, along
with tanks, and that they had been caught by dive Yombers and badly
shot up, but that they would be ready to fight again that day,

It st1l1l lacked some time before Colonel Karaist would appear to
deliver his erder of battle, so Colonel Drake started out to the
bivousec of the Second Battalion. The ssndy desert on the left of the
trail vhere they should have been was completely barren exocept for a
few tanks and half-tracks, As Colonel Draket!s fears began to taks
more definite shape, violent firing of all ealibers suddenly sounded
from the east, well within the Gerran lines, He knew the worst! In
ths darkness, the guide, Captain Rughes, had led this battalion well’
irside the enexy lines! The firing lasted about 30 minutes and then
subsided. There seemed to be no alternative to their fete, The M.P,
farthest to the front told Cclonel Ireke that sbout 0300 or 0330
hours, a long lins of trucks carrying troops had passed him headed for
the enexy lines, RBe was asked why he bad not stopped them and he re-
plied that he had had no orders to do so, Colonel Drake returned to
the C.P. and inquired of Lt Colonel Petty how the truck celumm eould
have gotten through the front line and then sent him to get the out-
post, which Petty said, he had placed on the road, Peity cams baok
accompanied by two frightemed privates who admitted to having been the
farthest advanced road outpost. They both stated that they had halted
ths column, but that the officer leading it hed getten out of his ma-
chine and told them tiat he knew where he was going and that everything
would be alright, (Nine months later I mst Captain Hughes im a prison
caxp in Poland, He then atated to me that he had seen no suoh outpost
and furthermore that he had never seen that terrain but one time and
that during day light.) Colomel Draks's C.P. And Servies Company had
likewise fniled to show up, but he was thankful for the appearanoce of
Lt. Colomel KLelly, who sssured him that' the 175th Field Artillery would
be right with hiz in everything he wanted,




Colensl Naraist now cams to the growp and
the following erder: "The Infantry unde
supported by tanks and artillery, and caplure
push on and seise sand fortify the high ground about eight kilemeters
east of SERED., J¥o artillery preparation will be made, The tanks will
advance on the left of the Infantry nmext to the mountain and will be
available on osll to Colomsl Drake., ZTiww of attack:s 0730 houra®, At
this juncture about 50 Germaz diwve besbers suddenly appeared and
started reining bombs down on the troops. Ho anti-aircraft artillery
was available] Only the 30 and 50 caliber machins guns mounted on
half-tracks and tanks, all of which went into action, as well as many
of the rifles of the Infantry. The desert was soon littered with bure-
ing tanks and half-tracks., Several planes plummeted to earth in
flames and many white parachutes dotted the sky as soms were able teo
Jump before going down. After dropping their boxb loads, the: Germans
withdrew

The conference reassenbled and Colémel Drake told Colemsl Hareist
that he coulda't pessidbly attack at 0730 hours as he had not had time
to see the ground or his troops. He was asked what was the earliest
time he conld attack and he replied ®0930 hours is ths wary earliest®,
Calonel Earaist then said, "Alright, time of attack 0930 houra®,

4. At 0930 hours, Nonday 1 February 1943, the attack started,
As the Infantry moved forward it drew both enemy artillery and smll

fire, It. Colonsl Kelly was forweard with Colonel Drake at all
times and was also in compuniecation with the Armored Artillery,
Prompt artillery fire was brought to bear on all targets lovated.
BEard fighting resulted on the open plain, The tanks soon ren into em~
pleaced 828's well dug-in in the cactus patches where they were completély
oconoealed, Progress was wery slow, About two kilomsters advance hed
been made by 01200 hours with the town of SENED nov in asight. To the
north of the railroad, which ren east and west, were many blasing and
smoking vehicles of the Second Battalion which were fired Ly the enewy.
As the advance oontinued Golonel Drake saw what appeared to be hundreds
of men break out of the ocsctus at the foot of the ridges on their left
end start dashing toward them, It was the reminder of the Seocomd
Battalion, Colomel Drake srranged for a remswal of the attack with
Combat Command D.at 1430 hours., At ths sttack started out it was met
by enemy fire of all deseriptions, which soon stopped ite advance and
plmned it to the ground, Ken were dylng everywhere. Ths sand was being .
kicked up {n the clouds and the air was filled with buszing and whining



bullets. This appesred to be the end of the battle, because they had
put everything into it time and again and still eoculd not get forward.
At this juncture Colonel Drake walked out in front of the First Battalion
and started casmlly walking toward the enemy lines, At his urging

they all got to their feet and charged forward, Ensmy tarks were wait-
ing in & row 'under the olive trees bringing direct fire upon them. They
consentrated their small arms fire on thess wvehicles causing them te
button up end continued their advance, Suddenly ths enexy tanks,
apparently not understanding this spectacle of riflemsn attdoking them,
turned and streaked through the town. They had nov gained the edge of
the town when Colomel Drake sent Captain Bird, Commanding Company B,

to envelope the town from the right. This he 414 and soon sent him a
message that he had successfully reached the orossroed on the other side
of the town, Colonel DPrake went back to where he had last seen bettalion
headquarters and there found Lt, Colomel Petty had received a mortal
wound through the stomach and that the battalion Exscutive Officer bad
been wounded, In addition to the capture of the town, including a raile-
road roundhouse and 12 engines, over 260 prisoners, about 100 Italians
and & large apount of equipment, including new motorcycles in crates,
were passed on to Combat Command D Besdquarters, The Second Battalion
was being reorganigzed under ¥ajor Hoore, the Battalion Executive Officer,
Lt. Colonel Baer having been wounded that day. The First Battalion now
organiszed for all sround defenss, morale having been restored - svery-
thing looked better,

15, Tuesday, 2 February 1943, orders were issusd at 0200 hours by
Colonel Maraist for continuing of the attack at 0500 hours end to seise
the high ground overlocking the open plains extending toward SFAX, The
Tanks wonld preoede Colonel Drake's Infantry; he would have the Cannon
Company, 39th Infantry, attached to him for ths battle, Colonsl Dreke
Sfssued orders for the attack in column of battalions; Second Battalion
to follow Firat Battalion at 1000 yards; 175th Field Artillery displeac-
ing by bounds ready for inmstant support on call; Cemmon Company follow
right flank of First Battalion; Service Company remain where it wasj
C.P. follow First Battalion; Colomel Dreke would be forward with the
First Battalion, Promptly at 0500 hours the attack moved forwsrds., 4is
Colonel Drake passed 8 large barn just before clearing the town, ome of
his inquisitive soldiers threw opsn the barn doors and about twenty
Italians, who had huddled in there throughout the night, came pouring
out with their hands rsised over their heads, Within a few minutes the
German Air Foroe appeared overhead and again they experienced the nerve
recking screem of the dive bomber, accompanied by the heavy 'Crrunch!




of the exploding bomb, But this was going to be different - no more
than three of the Germans had gone into their dive when what appeared
to be bleck arrows ocame from over the rangs of hills to their left.
It wap the first appeerence of the Amsrican Air Foree. These fest
1Lightnings® eould fly rings around the Stukas and Gersan planss seon
began falling everywhere.

long range fire came against them, but nething oould stop the ad-
vance, Soon the first high ground was taken, than the next, and by
1400 hours the objective was reached,

Organization for defense was made while their tanks pushed on out
ss a protecting screen on the open desert beyond and there gave battle
to German Panzers that were counter-attacking,

16, The First Battalion held the min part of the front; the
Seocond Battalion, the left rear, the 175th Field Artillery, a position
in center rear; the Armored Artillery, over which Colonel Drake had no
control, farther back and the Tanks toward the right rear flank, while
the remainder was used in front covering the organization of the ground,
The 39th Infantry Cannon Company was placed behind the first ridge in
the First Battalion seotor where At ocould protect the front and left
ageinst epexy armored attack, The Antitank Company had not arrived,
Ingineers now came forward and were given the heroulean task of plante
ing mines to cover the valley to the left of the position,

Seversl dive bombing attacks and strafings, fellowing the dropping
of their bombs, occurred throughout the day, During the days' attack
a long colurn of German trucks snd tanks had been ‘bottled up! ina
marrow rocky defile along the right flank by placing guns and mines at
both ends of it, The road being so parrow the enemy could not turn
their vehicles around, Colonel Dreke asked for bombers to destroy them,
but headquarters sent word that they would be eaptured, This seriously
depleted his strength to maintain two fighting forces at the ends of the
pase, Feither could a sufficient foree be detailed to fight and eapture
ther without deviating from the main mission, This enemy foroe was a
source of worry in that it might break out and overe-run the rear ares,

.17, About 1700 hours Colonel Drake observed a movement near the
eastern exit of this pass which was about two miles away, Through his
field glasses he saw what appeared to be guns moving into position, At
first it was believed the enemy had debouched and were preparing to.go
into action, . The 175th Field Artillery was alerted and swung its guns
to cover this position while he went forward to find out who they were,




It was found that it was the Armored Artillery moving forward into
position, :

Some desultory firing was going on at the front when from his
position Colonel Drake saw the road suldenly choke with fleeing
vehicles dashing madly to the reer, He started off cress-country
to intercept them, but several vehicles had already passed when he
reached ths road., The man in the overcrowded vehiocles were wild
eyed, as they roared along at full spesd., Thes column was made up
of half-ton weapon oarriers, jeeps, half-tracks and tanks - anything
that would roll, Colonel Drake stopped this rearward rush and plac~
ing a gusrd seross the roed, ordered all back to their position,

By personal direction and use of all available offiocers the troops
wore returnsd to their former positions, Only part of one bettelion,
plus some rear units had been effected. Investigations showed that
the screening tanks had been withdrewn without notification and that
& German patrol of ome platoon of tanks investigating the withdrawal
had moved forward into the American position, being identified ss
friendly tanks. Upon srriving there they opened sudden fire at point
blank range., This sudden developwent on the overwrought nerves of
troops led the men in the irmediste vieinity to believe that the
Gerean FPansers were emong them in foree. 7This pear penic was averted
without eny real loss to the defensive position,

18. 3 Pebruary 1945 % Wednesday - The day wae passed in consoldi-
deting position, making remge charts and of being dive-bombed by the
ever present enemy air at frequent interwvals., A serious loss was sus-
tained shortly before daylight wher ons of our half-tracks laden with
engineer persompel ran into a Duxp of fuszed mines, setting off the
entire Dump, At 0930 hours the Antitank Company arriwved, completing
their long journey fros BISKRA and were placed im position, In the
late afternoon Brigadier General Ray Porter, who had been placed in
cormand of the entire sector, cams forward and after {nspection ex-
pressed his pleasure over the defensive set-up,

19. 4 Fedruvary 1943 - Thureday = The entire day weae quiet with
the exception of borbing attacks amd continued strengthening of the
position, EHesvy fighting was in progress north of them near EAKNASSAY,
where another combat command tried to break through to the south to
Join forces., The enemy, however, was toco strong for ther, g0 there
they sat - two badly mauled battalicns -~ 25 miles out in the heart of
the German Army. Comsiderable activity was observed out in front




where the enemy could be seen re-fueling tanks in a large olive
grove about eight miles forward, Air bosbardment wes oalled for
and was promised for 1400 hours, however, the attack did not
materialise, At 1515 hours a flight of fifteen flying fortresses,
accompanied by Spit Fires, came from the dirsction of the enemy
1line, flying low over the American position and dropped their full
load of boxbs on the rear area, Fortumtaely little damage was done,

20, At 1700 hours Colomel Drake received orders to withdraw
that night under cover of darkmess and to secrete his command in the
vieinity of GAFSI by daylight. All roade would be at his disposal
from 2200 hours on and that he would destroy everything that might be
of use to the enemy, Hastily preparations were made and at 1800
houre all commanders were esserbled and the order of merch was given,
The order: "The Engineers to prepare sll installations in SERED, in-
cluding the roundhouse with the twelve looomotivee they had captured
for demoliticn and to blow them at 2400 hours. They were than to
mine the road behind the Covering Shell which would pass at that hour,
The units in rear areas to march from their ares at 2000 hours sharps
Artillery the same. One Tank Compeny would follow the Pirst Battalion
which would bs in the rear of the Seoondi Battalion, who in turn,
followed the artillery by f{ifteen minutes, Company B, Captain Bird
commanding, with two platoons of heswy—piztuops—=f heavy rachine guns
from Company D to cover the front and withdraw on order. Trucks to
be spotted back of the first hill at 2200 hours. Special units with
the C.P., less the Commanding Offioer, to follow artillery. Executive
Offioer to corxand the column., Colonsl Drake to remain with the shell®,
Everything depanded on timing and secrecy and the movement went like
clock work, All installstions were destroyed ixwediately after the
troops woved out, At daylight the last of the Coxbat Team closed in
at its ares in the vicinity of -GAFSA,

21, 5 February 1943 = Friday - About 0800 hours Colonel Drake
went into GAFSA and talked with General Porter. There he reoceived
orders to proceed to FERRIARA that night, leaving the 175th Fisld
Artillery behind, Soms of the unites of the Coxbat Team had been sent
on to FERRIANA during the withdrawal the previous night by orders of
higher headquarters. At 1500 hours & Colonel from Second American
Corps Beadgquarters came to Colonel Drake and issued orders for move-
ment to continue on to SBEITLA that night, The movement started
promptly at 1900 hours with proper guides left along the road to
intercept and direct the troops.

10




22, 6 Febrmary 19,3 - Saturdsy - After a hagardous all night
march the regiment, less one battalion, passed SBEITLA and bivou-
acked in the open desert, depending on dispersion for protection
from ensmy bombers. lisn and vehicles were dug-in, At 1500 hours
the Corps Chief of Staff, visited the command with orders for the
First Battalion to move to SIDI BOU ZID at dark to relieve a French
Battalion, Protest was made to a particular unit being designmated,
whereupon the order was changed to 'send a battalion', The First
Battalion had guffered wery heavily in casuslties during thes battle
of SENED with approximately 207 oasualties inflected on them,
Request wag also made again at this time for the 175th Field Artill-
ery Battalion, but instead orders were issued that the Seventeenth
Battalion of Corps, medium artillery would be sent forward to join
the regirent, because they had to have artillery at GAFSA and the
exchange would save moving the two units., However, proaise was made
that the 175th Field Artillery would be sent formard within a faw
days to rejoin its Combat Teanm,

23, 7 Yebruary 1943 - Sunday = Orders were received attaching
the Regiment to the First Arwored Division snd for Colonel Drake to
repert to Hajor Gensral Orlando Tard for orders. Gensral Ward
issusd orders for the command to move to SIDI BOU ZID that night and
there report to Brigadier General fcluillin, Corbat Command Aj that
the Third Battalion, 168th Infantry from ALGIERS would join the Regi-
ment on the move forward and that upon reaching there the 17th Field
Artillery would revert to Genmeral LcJuillin; that the First Battalion,
168th Infantry would move that night back to FERRIANA in Corp Reserve.
After issuing the noocessary orders for the movement Colonel Dreke went
forward to SIDI BOU ZID and reported to Brigadier General KeQuillin,
Gensral EcQuillin ordered him to complete his movement that night and
to relieve Colonel Alexander N, Stark, cosmsnding 26th Infamtry, First
Infantry Division, the next day. That night the remainder of the
Coxbat Team, less ths First Battalion, and with the Seventeenth Field
Corp Artillery moved forward and save under long range of enemy artill-
ery fire as they neared SIDI BOU ZID., However, the movemsnt was com-
pleted into position without confusion.

24e 8 February 1943 - Nonday - In early morning Colonel Draks
went on reconmaisszance of position with General %oQuillin, who selscted
positions into which the units would move, Arriving back at the C.P.,
26th Infantry, at 1000 hours orders were issued for the relief of the
26th Infantry by Colonsl Drake and movement into position for the other




units. Daylight relief was made necessary by orders that the 26th
Infantry must be relieved by 1700 hours, that day, as it was revert-
ing to the Corp Reserve. By dispersion and taking advantage of vege-
tation and folds in the ground, the movement forward was meade and
the relief completed by 1900 hours.

25, PFor the next five days, the ninth to the thirteenth, inclus-
ive, the time was spent in consolidating the positions, putting up
wire entanglements, laying the mines ard shifting of units, On the
eleventh of February a typewritten order was received by Gensrsal
eQuillin, signed by the Corp Commander, Msjor General Fredendall,
directing the exact location and disposition of each organisation,
General Ward had written on the margin of this order in peneil,

*Show this to Drake." The order follows:

c
OP SECREZ
Y HEADQUARTERS II CORPS
APO #302

11 February 1943
SUBJECT: Defense of FAID Position

T0 t Commanding General, lst Armored Division.

l. You will take immediate steps to see that the following points
concerning defense of the FAID Position are put into effect:

Schome of Defense: DJ. KSAIRA on the South and DJ LESSOUDA
on the lu-th are the key terrain features in the defense of FAID, Thess
two features must be strongly bheld, with a mobile reserve in the vicin-
ity of SIDI BOU ZID which ean rapidly launch a counter attack, Flans for
a]ll possible uses of this reserve should be prepared ahsad of time. A
battalion of infantry should be employed for the defense of DJ. KSAIRA,
and the bulk of & battalion of infantry together with a battery of artill-
ery and company of tanks for the defernse of DJ. LESS50UDA, Remainder of
artillery is at present satisfactorily looated. It should, however,
furnish its own loocal protection, and be prepared to shift rapidly.

b. Additioms] Reserves: The lst Battalion, 6th Infantry, now
under your control, should immediately esend a liaison officer to Hq. CC A,




Inagwuch as this Battalion will likely be employed by NcQuillin should
an attack in the FAID area develop, the Battalion Commander in eollab-
oration with SeQuillin should prepare plans for the use of his Bata-
lion. These plans should insure rapid movemsnt and employmsnt of this
Battelion onee it has beer ordered,

¢. Reconmiggance: It is extremsly important that reconmi-
ssanoe and counter reconnaissance be conducted by you from HADJEB EL

AIOUR on the Horth to the pass between DJ, MAIZTLA AND LJ, GOULES on
the South, In this ares strong listening posts should be established
24 hours a day from which raids, when appropriate, can be conducted.

It is essential that this recormmissance and counter reconnaissance
1link uwp with that now being conduoted by the 1lst British Derdy Yeomanry,
The force mow at NeQuillin's disposal i1z rot sufficient for ths ares
for which he is responsible., The bulk of your 8lst Reconnaissance
Battalion should be used in the area HADJEB EL AIOUR - KAIZTLA - GOULEB
PASS,

d. § It is vital that strong infantry foot pairols be
sent forward at night from DJ LESSOUDA and DJ KSAIRA. These patrols
must be offensive. They must kesp track of the enexy's strength and
organisation. They should be especially watchful for amy attexpt of
the enewy to debauch from the passes at night, They must take prisovers.
It 1s also important that these patrols locate the presence of minefields,
if any, in arecas like the gap between DJ REEEAIB and DJ BQU DZEL. The
latter would, of ocourse, be of great importance in the event we decide
to capture FAID,

[ LJ A " ot I desire that you
maks maxirom use of all available means to strengthen the positions out-
lined above. The meoessary rzteriel is available and should be used
1”1'“1’0

1 I bave instructed ny 0=2 to furnish you as
s00R as ponibl. a photogrephic strip covering the area: Pass at T8358 -
FAID PASS =~ REBOU - KATLEG PASS, I have agsked that every effort be made
to secure good pietures of the Pass at T8353, FAID PASS, and RATLEG Pass.

2, I desire that a copy of this directive, together with your own
comments, be sent to MoQuillin,

3. You will imform ms when the instruction enumsrated in this




directive have been complied with,

L. R. FREDENDALL,
hjor Oemrll, 0.8.1..
Commanding.

In other words I want a very strong aoctive defense and not just a
passive one, The enemy must be harrassed st every opportunity.

Reconnaissance must never be relaxed - especially at night. Positions
indicated pust be wired end mined mow,.

L.R.F.
SECREZ

The Second Battalion, less Company E, with two platoons ef Company
H sttached, was placed at BJ. L¥SSOUDA, eight mileé north of the eity
of SIDI BOU ZID end by Gensral HcQuillin'e orders direotly under the
commmnd of Lt. Colonel John K, Waters, First Arrored Pivision; Company
E, with two platoons of Compeanmy H, were placed with the Armored Artill-
ery as loonl protection. He further directed that the Third Battalionm
would garrison DJ. ESAIRA and wonld be under the direct orders of Gemsral
¥eQuiliing that Colomsl Drake would command the Servios Coxpany and liead-
quarters Company; that the 17§th Field Artillery would be attached to
his Artillery and he would issus orders to it. Orders were also issued
that the ground must be defended to the lest man,

Each night patrols were made into the German linss on call frea
higher beadquarters and prisoners captured and sent back, Somes casual-
ties ware suffered during these patrols., On the twelfth General Sard
sent forward instrnotions that Colomsl Drake would command the Infantry,
Upon delivering these orders to Colonel Drake, Genmar=zl FolJuillin stated
that the Second Battalion would remain under Lt. Colonel Haters at DJ.
ILESSOUDA and that any orders Colonel Drske sxw fit to issue to the Third
Battalion would be submitted to him for approwal,



26, On Friday night the 12th of Februery replacements were re-
oeived »t the fronmt. A total of 450 having been sent forward to the
regiment, 250 of whom had been dropped off at the First Battalion in
FFRRIANA end the remminder coming on forward to SIDI BOU ZID., Thene
replacemente arrived, part of them without arms of any kind and all
oearrying two heavy barracks bags of clothing. The roster that ac-
corpanied them did not have all of their names on it, but id did con-
tain names of men who were not present., Upon questioning these men it
was found thnt 2 great many had never fired a rifle in their life,
1hat none of ther had entrenchinz tools, nor bayonets ani soms were
without rifles, kany of ther were medicsl corp men, artillery men,
tank destroyer mer and averything except infantryren, These nen were
sent to the different companies throughout the dey and hed joined thelir
companies for the atteck which care Sunday morninz.

That night six truck loads of "bazookas"™ and thelr accompanyling
argunition was received. Distribution of these vuns and rockets were
zade Saturdey, but due to lack of them for imstruction they were use-
lece. Lvery effort had been xade to get just one "basooka®™ in the
rezimsnt for instructiomal purposes, but without success, They hed been
systematically forwarded to front line outfits where they ware just as
religiously thrown away,

27. 13 February 1943 = Saiurday - During the afternoon an ob-
server in the outpost on NJ, XSIAFA spotted hostlle vehicles moving
eouth on the rond cerst of DI, KEFTCHEN, The aize of the rovement in-
diented a larpge force in rotion toward EACKIASESY, Suring the night
lietening posts on DJ. XSIfKA reported noise of lerge tank formatlions
in our front to the east,

leter that afternoon Colonel I'rake issued orders to the Service
Coxpany that al]l heavy trucks of the 168th Infentry would be moved to
SBEITLA at dark that night to go into bivouac there, and that a Juarter-
ing party would be sent out by infiltration that afiernoon to prepare
for their reception, Heavy enery sctivities was observed in front of
the position throushout the day and it appeared 2¢ though an attack
was ininent. Orders were issued for brerrfast 21 0400 hours and to
®ctend To" at 0500 hours the next morning. 1t 2350 hours & telephone
cnll came tiroush to the legimental C,P, for Jolonel IJrake to report
t0 the Cole'eiiere here he ret Genersl Eisenhower, the illied
Coxrander~In-Chief, who presented to him the tilver ltiar sedal for the
action at SEYEED, ‘



28, 14 February 1943 - Sunday ~ The enemy attacked at 0630
hours with two divisions of Pansers, the 10th and 21st, The German
Group Cormander of the Panser Divisions was CGeneral Schmidt. The
enery first hit DJ, LESSOUDA with two battalions of tanks, ons from
the north and one from the east. The heavy north weaterly wind had
been blowing all night, during which the tanks roved up in the face
of the wind without their poise being detected. Patrols had been
ordered out every night by higher authority, im spite of the fact
that there was but a8 restricted sector to patrol in the {ront., It
was cbviougs to mrnyone thet the ensry counld locete the patrols and
grab ther at any time that they micht wish to do so. One patrol
stationed near FAID PASS on Saturiay nicht was never heard of after-
wards, Outside.of one or two matrols to eaptures prisorers, it sp-
peared thet the ratrols #ers umnecessary. (uite often wost of them
were killed, as tha Germans would 1is ir wait for the patrols after
the first couple of nichts, Comingz from the north and the east the
two forces of Germsn tanks closed on DJ. LESSOUDA., Through his fleld
glecses Colonel Drake counted eishty=-three Gerrar tanks irn front of
DJ. LL5SQUDA, At daylisht there were flashes of gun fire from the
two German foroes direct on the position, This m=lrost instent action
destroyed all seven of the ‘perican tenks with Lt, Colemel iinters,
There were a few pleces of arrored artillery which were knocked out
st the same time., One campany of infantry out on the desert duz-in
in frort of JJ, L5000 was irredistely overrun, Jant became of
the infantry in those holes was never %rown, though two or three men
from that company said thtt the =en could be seen lylng in the fox
holes ar: the enery terks would put a track in the fox hole, turn
around on ther tnd crush the soldier into the zround, The rerainder
of the battalion was back in the hills just outside of TJ, 1L!ZQUDA
and lster, under »ajor koore, about ml{ of them got throuzh to the
dpericmn lines,

27. Combat Comwand Heedquarters was in SIDI 337 ZID, while the
163th Infantry CP wns a rile and half farther east 1n a small olive
grove. The Third Battalion of the 103tk Infantry ard the 17th Field
trtillery were at 2J. XS4IRA, abowt four and one-half miles farther
east, The repainder of the artillery of the arrored command wae out
on the plains betwsen the 168th Infantry CP amd LUJ, EKSAIRA, One
compeny of tanks under Lt, Colorel Nightower wes in CIDI BOU ZIN with
the arrored CP, ‘hile the battle of J. LECZTULA was going on there
waa & large troop roverent, including tanks, coming towsrd ©IDI B'U
ZID from the southeast. Alr bombardment was c2lled for, but did net
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mnterialise. The armored artillery followed by the 17th Field
frtillery, left their positions and withdrew to the rear. The
withdrawal soon became a routf in some cases., At this juncture
Colonsl Urake reported by telephone to Generasl MeJuillin that the
troops appearsd to be panicky. The general directed him, "You

are on the spot, tske command and stop it.," Colorel Drake asked,
*You rean for me to take cormand of all troops in the area?®
General lieduillin's reply was "Yes." Steps were taken which
effactively stopped the withdrawal. Troops infiltering to the rear
were stooped and held in a state of readiness, About thirty min-
utes after this conversation the Executive Officer, 168th Infantry,
1t. Colonel Gerald Line came to where Colonel Drake was watching
the brttle of DJ. LEISOUDA through his fleld glasses and said,
*"Gereral ¥ecQuillin is on the telephone and said he is pulling out
and for you to stay here." Colonel Dreke's instructions previously
had been that he would hold his position to the last zan, Colonel
Drake went to the telephone but it was dead. The Zomrunieations
Officer, Firet Lt. Edgar P, ‘oschel, 168th Infantry, reported that
he had sent out two men to check the line, Theee men soon reported
in ard stated that they found that the telephone on the other end
of the line was gone,

30. The outpost now reported an enemy colusm coming from the
south, The onermy was flanking the position on three sides, Some
of the enemy tanks had pgone around DJ. LESSOUDA in a movement which
eut a road junction seven miles west of DJ. LESSOUDA, 411 traffie
lesving SIDI 327 2ID by rosd was now blocked., The rorale of zrost
aof the men wag low, Colonel Drake was repeatedly importioned if the
troops should not pull out as the others had dons. iis reply was to
the effeot that hs intended to attackj that it was his belief that
an attack was his best defense, and that he was going to capture the
high ground at GARET HADID, about a mile to the froni, The enemy
wes coxing up from both esat and west and closing in, The Bend, 168th -
Infantry, under Second Lt. Seymour R, Bolten, was Immediately started °
forward as scouts mlong each side of oad leeding towsrd GARET
HADID. At this tire Company A, 16th Engineers First Armored Divieion,
reported to Colonel Drake. The Corpany Comrander, Captain “illier
Re Ae Kleysteuber, 16th Engineers, said that he had been told by
General i'cJuillin to report to Colonel Drakes and there to render any
ascsistance possible., Colonel Crake irmediately sent forward this
Ergineer Commany end Cowpany B, of the 168th Infantry, Headquarters
Company, less Dets, 168th Infantry, under Captain Bermard Y. Bolton,
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along with several hundred men thst had been picked up from units
outside the regiment, in an attack to seise GARLT HADID. Compeny E,
168th Infantry, under Captain lionsld L. Wilkinson had been on duty
proteoting the artillery and wes now available to its regimental
cormander after the evacuation of the artillery. Outposts were left
on the road to take care of snything that cexe through, On the way
forward to G/:ET HADID Colonel Drake found a platoon of light tanks
returnring, The Lieutenant in comzard stated that he had besan out as
right flank outpost. He reported that the encky wss attacking in
force with heavy tenks immediatsly behind him ard that his instrue-
tions had been_in such an event to withdraw. Colonal Creke explained
te the Lieutemant that he was now in command of &1l troops in the
ares and thet the tanks would now be urnder his, Jolonel Drake's
ordsrs. Ths platoon of light tanks was irmediately launched into
the attack, end the improvised force, due to its speed of advance,
was successful in reacning and seizing GARET HADID before the ensmy
could bring szufficient force to prevent thex., The remnants of Com-
pany A, €lst Feconmaissanca Baitalion, under Captain Otto C. Amerell,
were also placed in position, as thsy come back. The Camnon Coapany,
35th Infantry, Captain "Buck” %alters comeanding, and the seven 37Mid
Towsd guns that were with Company A, 16th Engineers., The First Pla-
toon, Corpany C, 109th Engineers, under rirst Lt. loyal 1. lee, was
given the task of mnining the road leading northeast around GARET HADID,
while Company A of the 16th Engineers, covered the wine field at the
esstern end of it, All troops wade hurried preparations for a last
mirute defense of GARNT PALID, %s the troops deployed for the de-
fense of G5:LT :HADID, the enemy ceme within gun range, There was a
gmall exchange of fire whereupon the enexy deployed and then caut-
iously attacked, Had they gone on through the Americans wculd have
been defeated. They did not attack in force at this tire, but in-
stead started a deliberate sisge. The enemy besieged GARET HADID
frox all aides. iy this time 2 check made by the Adjutant, kajor
Merle A, Usacham showed that about 950 men were employed in the de-
fense of G'RET HADID, About 300 of them were not armed, and these
included wen fror tanks, reconnaissance units, tank destroyers and
artillery units, Some of the men had procured side arms and guns that
they had found in shot-up half-iracks. A hurried effort was made to
secure arrs fror those found absndoned in an effort to ara everyome.
This, of course, couldi not be 4one., The enemy rade several attacks
during the 14th, 15th and 16th of February,

31, "n the 15th they began to drive in heavily and on three
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different ocoasions penmetrated as far as the CP, Several snipers
worked throughout the position causing cssualtiss and constant
effort to wipe them out.was exertsd at all times. Due to the rough
ground and the several pleces of artillery picked up in the move to
GARET HMADID, the ensmy tanks could not get into the American forees
to overrun the~. ' 11 of the artillery was knoocked out by the 16th
of February by direct fire. Casualties were heavy and fimmlly the
enemy pushed in the right flank, A counter attack with two platoons
wag rade and drove the ememy back to his originaml position, £ tell
inverted cone of rock controlled the whole rear position. Only six
mer: could be spared to garrison this cone. The enemy succeeded in
sornling the side and killed tiree of these men, The ether thnree men
came back apd reporied that they had Leen driven off, Colonel Draze
sent one officer, _econd Lt. Seywour ., ilolten, with six men of the
fegimental Cand to reteke this position. They did retake it rnd their
efforts saved ths entire position from beins penetrated. On the 15th
the situation became very cesperate as there had been no food nor
water since supper on the 13th; casuzlties were heavy, no medical
assistanoe other than first 2id could be given to the wounded. The
fighting did not let up day or night and fimally on the 16th the
ensry wes sble to get through. I1ne entire rear and right flank were
driven in, Losses began to mount. Juring this time Golonel Drake
kept in contact with the armored foroes to tne rear by radio, using

a code which hsd beon arranged with the division Communications
Officer before they went into action., The radio, however, would
function only in the daytire. s soon as the sun went down the radio
would fade out #nd there were no further commnicationa with the out-
side world until the sun cazme up the next morning,

32, All zuns of the 39th Cannon Company and all 37s were knocked
out by noon 16th February. leinforoements had been promised by the
First Armored “ivision Headquarters, but each of the two attempts made
wore attacked in foroe by the enmexy and falled to get through, Sup-
plies were asked for by alr, Ammunlition was asked for but none carve,
ASr borbardren: on the numerous enemy artillery batteriee in plain
view was asked for but none mterislized. On the 16th of February
the encry first esttecked the Third Battalion, 163th Infantry, on
DJ. RSAIRA, The Third Battalion was able to withstand the attack,
althouck their position had become somewhat confused by the 17th Fleld
Artillery which had movaed back and forth and finally after leaving
caused a collapse on their left, H®han the artillery moved out the
Third Battelion was left in a seattered position., At 1400 hours on the
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16th it beocams inecressingly clesr that the force eould not hold out
for more than ons day longer,

33, 3¢ this hour the situation was thus: The rear of the posi-
tion was driven in; the right flank was in process of being driven
in; arruniticn was running lows the oenter had been perstrated three
times by tarks and the lack of water was becowing increasingly grave,.
The men hevinz not eaten or had a drink of water for three days,
alonz with the hot weather and nervous exertlon, reduced rmany to a
pitiful stete,

At 1430 hours on the 16th of February 1943, Colonel Drake re=-

ceived a radic message from General Ksrd to this effect, "de can do
no rpors for you., The deeision is yours. I will try to have supplies
dropned to you.® The sunplies were never dropped. This messsge which
care in the clear was not understood because 1t presented prodlems
which had not been in question! The orders were to hold this positien,
Wag it interded that the decision was up to Colonel Drake, ‘either to
surrender, continue the defense or to withdraw'? No one was told of
the contents of this message sxcept the Communioations Cfficer, Lt.
Moschel, who recsived it, the radio operator, the Executive Offioer,
Lt. Colonel Line, the Chaplain, Stephen W, Kane, and the Commmnding
Officer, Colonel Drake. At 1500 hours on this date Colonel Drake re-
ceived another message from General “ard, "Look for dropped ressage at
1700 hours.® Colonel Drake assumed thet they were going to order him
to withdrsw., He rade all preparations for withdrawsl that night and
after a careful estimate of the situation, before which Chaplain Kane,
standing in full view of enemy enipers with his hands raised in Bene-
diotion, asked the Blessing of God upon the declision, selected the
route west along foot of GARET HADID, thence Southwest following the
foothills until clear; thence Northwest across country to EL HAMIR,
Ae sent a code messmnge to Lt, Colonel John H, Van Vliet, Jr., of the
Third Sattalion to prepare to withdraw on order that night and then
completed srrangements for the withdrawing of his own men from G4xLT
RADPID, He ealled a conference of his unit coamanders for 1900 hours
that night.

34. *t sbout 1700 hours, three ‘merican fighter planes camwe over,
flew directly over GAMFT HiDID, and dropped a message on [J. ESAIRA
four end one-half wiles to the north of his position, and at thé point
where the fighting was going on between the Third Battalion and the
(termans, Fortumately the message dropped on the American Side, It



was about 2000 hours before Colomel Drake got the information it
econtained. It was not understood how the airplanes umissed G:RET
BADID for this location was well known end identifioation panels
were out, The message was long and the Commanding Officer of the
Third Battalion had to decode and encode it, (See Incl, Mo, 1 for
gist of the message contnined in secord paragraph.) It was then
forwarded to Colonel Drake., Fortunately the wessage d1d not change
any of the plans nreviously made. Colonel Drake was ordered to with-
draw that night under eover of darkness. The route wne left to his
discretion, iHe was further ordered that all men would go to SBEITLA
and that he was to be certain that each mmn understood that, The
resghce added that an air usbrella would be provided anc all eup-
port possible would be rendered for the withdrewsl, These instrue-
tions were passed on to the unit commmnders, the wounded were as-
serbled; the moat seriously wounded were placed in arbulances and
the rest of the wounded were cowered with canvas in the area and
left under suitable rediceal personnel with supplies, ‘Lt 2200 houre
the withdrawsl gtarted. First the troops fror G*PET FADID lesving
outposts in position, followed by the Third Battalion in coluzn,
The tires of eall wehicles were slashed, ragnetos and radio parts
buried, all machine run bolts were hidden and everythinz done to
mke tne sbandoned eguipment unserviceable without creating molse
which would give the withdrewal away,

35, The Third Battalion startad their mareh fror their position
thirty minutes before those from GAHET .HADID, so as to close the
distance between the unite, As the Third Bettallion was attempting to
croas the open desert betwaen DJ. KSAIRA, a German scout ear chal-
lenged them. Ons of our soldiers tossed a grenade into the scout cer
which set it .on fire and burned it up. Thia did not exeite the Germans
as there was a great deal of confusion in the ares, shooting, etc. The
movemant was not discovered. Colonel Drake lesad the columm through a
German tank park and bivouac area without being apprehended., They
rarched all night covering between 22 and 26 milee »ith only one rest
of a few minutes at ridnipght, Efforts had been pede to get through
by radio to General Zard to find out where the rendezvous point was
looated, It w=2z perfectly obvious that he could not rarch to CETITLA
before dewn, so he set FL HARIR, the only high sround between SBEITLA
and his position, as the rendezvous point, and hoped that help would
be there to meet him at thet point. At dayling FL H4MIR could be
seen in front of the column about a mile away, (¥any momths later it
was learned that the 6th irmored Infantry Garrison had been withdrawn



from there the night Lefore after the orders for the withdrawal
had been given).

36. The oolumn had become somewhat disorganized in parahing
and at this point proper approzch formation waz taken up, hen
ths returning men atitempted to cross tha road imto the foot hills
of FL AAFFA a mechine pun opened up on the right colurm {rox the
hills ag a German motorized column came up the road. The eneny
stop-ed and ctartec leaping frozm their trucks, while enemy tanks
impedistely bdegan encircling the Arericen colusn. Jpe U, S,
plane flew over at this point 2ol opened fire on the column, OCur
men, with surgins morale, thought it was the prowived air support,
but it apparently was & lone night {izhter a little late getting
beck from its mission, One Germar truck wzs hit and set on fire,
Colonel Dreke irzediately deployed his mixed command &nd onened fire
with the wenpons that they had. By this time there were about 400
ren in the command and not more than half of them vere arseri,
Colonsl Drake asked for volunmteers of an officer and men; the officer
to lsad the group of pen to & knoll in thsir resr as the Germmn
Infantry was runnin; to elrcle them, First Lieutennat Jilliesm
Regers, Artillery Lisison Offlcer of the 91st Armored Artillery,
volunteered to lead the twelve men and urged them to follov him,
They gaimed the desired ground, a little knoll in the desert, and
there they were able to hold the enemv off for about an hour. At
the termination of the hour Lt. Rogers and all of his men had been
killed.

The Germens broucht up several tanks, all of them with yellow
tigers painted on their sides and openad fire. They also set up
rrachine=gun positions and supplemented that with rifle fire, Wwhile
they were doing this their infrantry completely encirdled the szall
American foroe, After three &nd one=half hours of Lighting the
American fire power diminisned and then practically ocmsed as the
ren were out of ammmition or bad become casualtiss. Finzlly a
Germmn armcred car bearing A white flep came dashing into ithe ismer—
ican circle, Colorel Drake ordered his men to wave the car awsy,
Vhen the car failed to respond he then ordered his wen to fire upon
the German ear., Some of the men began to fire, but others could
not Az thay had no arrunltion and then they began swrrenderin: in
smnll groupe, Germen tunks came In following that vehicle without
any negotiations for surrender. The Germans had used the #aite flug
as subterfuge to core inside the circle of defense without drawing



fire. Their tanks closed in from all directiona cutting Colonel
Drake's foroes into szall groups, The men who 4id not surrender
were killed by the Cermans, OCne tank came toward Colonel Drake

and & Germen officer pointing a rifle et him called out, "Colore],
you surrender.” The Colomel replied, "Tou go to nell,® and turned
his back, He then walked away and two Cerran soldiers with rifles
folloved him 8t a distnnce of about fifty yards. Colonel Orake

was then stopped bty a Gerran kajor who spoke good Inglish ard was
asked to get in the Gerran lajor's car where he was taken to German
Divisional Headquarters. <Colonel Irake was taken to Gernsral Schridi,
Group Comrander of the 10th and 21st Panszer Divisions at Germen
DPivisiopal Hcadquarters vhere the German General irmediately came
forward to see him, drew up at attention, salvted and ssid, "1 want
to coepliment your cormand for the splendid fight they put wp. It
was &8 hopeleas thing from the start, but they fought like real
soldiere." He also stated, "I celled ry regimental comrander, who
held you at GARET HADID this morring, and agked him how the Americens
were"., He replied that 'they were alright; that he hadn't heard a
sound from them', and I find you beck here. I am glad to have you
for now I ean go on to fight your comrades at SEEITIA.® The German
Commander promised Colonel Drake that all the Ameriean wounded would
be cared for and that he could leave Ameriecan medical personnel to
properly look after thez, but irmediately upon Colonel Irake leaving
the field, the imerican medical personnel was carried off as prisoners
and tne ‘mcrican dead and wounded left to the ravages of the Arabs
who proceeded to iruedintely strip the Jdead nnd sounded and to beat
insensible those wounded who protested to the stripping of their
clothes. The “merican prisonmers were assezbled in & group and under
guard marched back that afternoon and night along the road to DJ.
LECSQUDA, Those Americens who were slightly wounded or who became
111 becnuse of fatizue, lack of food and water and could not keep up
with the column were ruthlessly bayonetted or shot, #any were walk-
inr barefooted because the ‘rabs had takan their shoes from them
under the supervision of the Germarn soldiers,

37. The statements of Lt, Colopel Van Vliet =nd First Lt. Xoschel
are at.tached to this report as inclosures lo, 1 and Fo, 2, respectively,
which cover the highli-shts of the report.

38, Prisoners-of-iar

8, The man had been left to the systewmetic robbery of the



German soldiers, and some junior officers, for a period of about.

an half hour, »uring this time pockets and kite were thoroughly
searched, often at the point of the rifle or the bayonet presented
at the unprotected belly, while watches, rirgs, pocketbooks, pens
and 211 valuables wers ruthlessly seised. They were then forzed

in a column of fours, officers at the head, ard started to the rear,
Three jerman tanks brourht up the rear of the colusm, whioch was
flanked by armed gusards, waiting to gstirike, bayonet or shoot, ary
who for any reesson straggled,

b. All day they marched through desert sands with unreliewed
thirst almost unbearsble. Colonel Drake appealed to the German Com~
rander in the mame of cowrmon humnity to give the zen & drink of
water, but wag met with the statement, "%e only have enough for our
troops.” HNear midnight they were finally halted for the remsining
hours of darkness, 1he ren were herded into a eircle in the open
desert 2nd there practicslly froze in the plercing cold of the African
night,

¢. At dawn, 18 February 1943, trucke came, in which the men
were peckerd, and thus transported to SPAX where THE FINST FOCD WAS
EATER IF FIVE DAYS! Black sawdust btreed wae issved ther along with
water, 28 they were corralled into ar open wired-in compound, roughly
100 yards square, and flanked by towers with machine guns in them., The
ten burrowed into the ground for warrth, scoopines out the sand with
their hande, No meang whatsoever wes provided for ordinary sanitetionm.
Officeras and men thrown in like pigs,

d. The next day treirs were provided, 40 to 60 xen in a live-
gstock car built for eight horses. The misery, squalor and suffering
endured vill remain fresh in their pemories, Two days and ome night
were used to get to SOUSSE where the ren were perngitted to get out far
latrine purposes, During all this tire no provision had been made
for ren to anewer the calle of mmture as they were keprt locked in the
cars in darkness, One day in the yards at SOUSSE and then on to TUKIS
under exactly the same conditiona juat descoribted.

€e !t TUNIS they were turned over to the imquisitors headed by
a Gerean called "Charley" who at the " .chool House™ amused nimself by
stamping en iron shod heel onto a soldiers instep or twisting his
fingers while backed up by losded and bayonstted rifles, all ir an
effort to obtain military information. Another method was softly saying



a little trip out in the dark and ths soldier's msother would never
know what became of her darling boy. However, "Charley®, although
he had lived many years in America, was very gullible and was soon
assiduously writing down fantastic stories that had no besis of
fact.

L. TFrom TUNIS the men were marched to the airpert eight
kilometers from the city and theare most of them were transported
by air in JU 52's to ITALY, Others went by water. All ended wp
at CAPUA, a collecting camp which stood out es a new low level,
The men slept on the ground, which was dusty, and the nights were
very chilly. Do utensile were provided and the men procured rusty
tin cans from a heep in the camp and with improvised spoons from
boards whiech contributed proportimate dignity to the memu of cab-
bage water provided once daily. Two weeks of CAPUA and then they
were ready to leave for the regular prison camps in Germany and
Poland,

!
2 Inclss THOMAS D, DRAKE, 015384
1., Statement of Colonel, G.S.C., WDGS
Van Vleit (Formerly Commanding 168th Inf)

2, Statement of
Eoschel



SUBJECTs Brief of Statement of Lt. Celonmsl John H, Van Vliiet, Jr,
(To aceompany Report on Operatioms of 168th Infantry
between 24 Desember 1942 and 17 February 1943)

1. Consolidated pesition of Third Battalion on DJ ESAIRA on
13 February 1943. Gomwpleted plams on 1l4th, last ration for one
day arrived early morning hours 13th, Cemsmniocation by telephone
lasted until 2020 hours, 16 February,

2, Dropped messsge by air at 1643 hours, 16 Fedruary - two
typewrittien sheets, Gist of message:

fDear Drake: The tank battle whiech you saw Sunday went
rather bedly for us. It appears that your best hope is to cut your
way back to SBEITLA, (A description followed of coordimates - that
positions on way back should be reported on.,) If done by day a di-
version attack and air usbrella would be giwven®.

The measage was to0 long so it was condensed and encoded in
special regimental code and sent to Regimental CP at 1800 hours,

3. About 1430 hours, 16 February, received code froa Colonel
Draks, "How long would it take you to cut your way out and join me
et GARET EADID? Be prepared for prompt move, but make mo change in
disposition until you receive direct order from me." Reply sent
ixmediately, ""1ll not attempt until after dark on order. There are
eight 88's between you and me."

4. About 2025 hours received another code from Colonel Drake,
giving route to be taken on withdrawal to start at 2200 hours. "With-
draw to GARET HADID, proceed to west along there, thence 5.V, follow-
ing foothills until clear, themee H.W, to EL HANRA." Left at 2310
hours (plans already having been made), ome platoon (Lt Hatchett) left
engaged with enemy as covering force, to withdraw on three sigmal
flares, which were fired from flats near SIDI BOU ZID at about 0230 .
hours. Procesded by route following in rear of Regimental Group. BNo
enexy encountered - tail of column had brush with a half-track (one
of ours manned by enemy). Rifle fire and grenades destroyed the half-
track, all killed in vehiocle except ons man who escaped., Near foot
of HADID mountain saw a shelter with éight in it - heard voices - passed
within 75 yaxrds, but not accosted. Passed through the ensay tank park
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after turning northwest, During movemsnt in dark over distance of
26 riles the Dattalion becams divided into four groups besides the
platoon of Lt, Hatchett's which followed in rear,

5. About 0730 hours, %ednssday, 17 February, becaze engaged
with enemy. The sound of heavy firing canme from ahead of us which
I though was the Regimental Group, Some small units of Second
Battalion had beooxe mixed among my men, Organisation was praetie
cally gons, dus to lack of food, water and extreme fatigue., A~
munition was very sosrce. kany Ml rifles were jammed and would not
function, After we had been exposed to their fire for some time I
sav it was hopeless and put my white handkerchief of a stick and
waved it - thst wap that!

6. The end of Lt., Colonsl Van Viiet's statement to Colonel
Drake, Later be made the same statement to Colonel Dreke in presence
of the Third Battalion's Executive Officer, ksjor Emmmuel X,
Robertson.

I oertify ithe above is 2 trus statement made from the notes I
took down at the time it was made to ma.

THOEAS D, DRAKE
Coleonel, G.S.C.



SUBJECT; Brief of Statement of First Lt. Edgar P. lioschel, Regi-
mental Comsunications Officer, 168th Infantry, (To

sceompany Keport on Operations of 168th Infantry
between 2, December 1942 and 17 February 1943)

1. Sunday merning 1, February, 1943, maintained direot
communiocation with Corbst Coxmand "A® until they were foroed ocut
of SIDI BOU ZID - radio comtact, but no traffiec., Call éams from
Combnt Command ®"A" about 0630 hours to out all limes te DJ. LESSOUDA
road junction that enexy tanka were coming in their direction.
Never heard from the two linemen afterwards,

2. About 0800 hours I heard Colonel Drake talking over the
telephone to General lsjuillin that Artillery was fleeing the battle-
field in panic, and that he, Colonel Preke, was watching one battery
at the tiwe. ‘pparently there was some controversy as Colonel Drake
said, I know what I'm talking about., I know paniec when I see it®.

I then heard Colonel Drake repest after him that he was to take charge
of the sitwation and the command of all troops in the area. GColonel
Drake then sent word to Captain Wilkinson, Company E, to give artillery
protestion. The lines had been torn out by the fleeing artillery so
two messengers were started out, but about five minutes later the line
wag repaired and the message cleared. The Third Battalion limes went
out at the same tire, but were soon repaired,

3. About 0830 hours Lt. Colonel Line, Exseutive Officer, 168th
Infantry, received a call from Genmeral MoQuillin that Conbat Command "A®
Headquarters was pulling out., lis asked the General te talk to Colonel
Drake who was forwsrd observing the fighting at DJ, LESSOUDA and the
action of the artillery. When Colonel Drake came to the telephons the
1ine was dead and I heayrd Lt. Colonel Line repeat to Colomel "rake that
Combat Command "A® Headquarters was pulling out and that Colonel Drake
was to stay where he wng, Efforts to oontect Combat Command "A" Head-
quarters wers fruftless, so I sent a lineman to Corbet Cowxand "A" CP,
where he found a dend end. {'hile he was there s staff offiocer of
Generel Es.uillin's came back to the scene and used the lineman's tele-
phone to call Colonel . rake, Shortly after this the entire CP was
alerted to move in either direction, to either go forward in attack or
withdraw,

4o Some time before noon Colonel Drake gent an order to Captain
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Wilkinson to move Company E to GARET RADID and shortly after this the
CP was moved forward to GARET HADID, By this time German tanks were
behind us and had oocupied SIDI BOU ZID. All transpartation around
the CP, the Canron Company, 39th Infantry, the AT Company and the
Regimental Medical Seetion was moved forward to GAFLT H:DID, After
getting thare, shortly before noon, I received a redio message from
Headquarters First ‘rmored Division that the SOI had been compronmised
and not to use it., _uring the afternoon numerous air targets were
sent back, but nons acted on., late that evening during one of the
attacks on us, three German tanks penetrated out CP pesition omusing
considerable dammge, but they were forced back. 4 German Infantry
attack wvag made on the left flank and every rmn, including ressengers,
was sent out to repulse it,

5. In the morning of 15 February a messaje was radioced by
Colonel Drake to Armored Division Headquarters - "How are Xoore end
¥aters7® The reply was, "Things look gocd for Koore and Iaters®,
(referring to Lt. Colonel iiaters, First Armorsd Division and Major
Moore, Commanding Officer, Second Battalion, at DJ. LESSOUDA).

(#e later learned Faters had been knooked out and oaptured about 1500
hours the day before and Moore hadn't been heard from), Targets,

gun positions, 88's, enemy troops and concentrations of vehicles sent
by radio to First Armored Division Headquarters throughout the day.
During late evening anothsr tank atteck made by Germens on our posi-
tion, it too,/F8Sulsed though tanks again over ran our position as

for as the CP., 2Zefore this a message was received. "Help on way -
"bs prepared to ciimb on Band wagon and take a ride.” About 1630 hours
a heavy tank batile began just west of SIDI BOU ZID, As it became dark
I could see 23 fires from burning tanks,

6. Tuesday, 16 February, 0830 hours imguiry from First Armored
Division, "Have you seen anything of Stack or evidence of tank battle
lagt night?? Evidence of tank bottle was sent back with word that
nothins had been heard frox ltack. Usual air targets were reported
throughout morning., 3y this tire considerable nurbers of German troops
wera botween us and the Third Battalion. At 14C0 hovrs radio ressage
from First Arzored Civision to Colonel Drzke, "Up to your decision.
tir coverage and such counter aciion ss poszible will be given”, sizned
Werd, hepeated e¢alle wore sent by Colonel rake to General /iard asking
for rendesvous, This was sent three or four times. Fimlly message came
to be on lookout for plane to drop message. Panels were placed out for
the planes, At 1430 hours a message From Colonel IJreke to Lt. Colonel



Van Vliet was received stating, "How soon could you get out anmd join
us at GAPET 3ZADID? BRs prepared for withdrawal, but make no movement
except on xy order." The reply was "Not by daylight .* About this
time aix Averican plenes eame over, flying wvery low, disregarded our
Headquarters pemsls, continued on to °J. KESAIRA and dropped the
xessage, Pert of DJ, KSAIFA was in enemy hands g0 we were fortumate
the resnsge fell in friendly hands, even though it was /3 xlles awsy,

7. About 1745 hours received by radio frox the Third Battalion
the contents of the dropped message. (A% noon taat day all telephone
cormrunication had been interrupted by Germans.) At 1815 hours all
commnders were c¢alled together and by then enough of the zessage had
beer decoded to give rendezvous, At 1230 houre the route of march was
given and order of march, [Departure to take place at 2200 hours. At
that tire messaze was given to me for Lt Colonel Van Vliet, with orders
not to transmit at that tire, At 1915 hours release was given to the
zessaze Thich covered the actions of the Third Battallon on withdrawal,
althorgh they had been alerted for move at 1430 hours, FRadio went out
at this tire and ro messagee could bz sent or received. This was slways
trve in AFRICA, the radio would die cut as the sun went down and come in
clear the next morning with the rising sun,

8, Ly radio sergcsnt, Barnes, wes on the radio set and heard
gevercl ren of the 21lst Feconmissanes Battalion planning on deserting
that night and attempt to o to the rear., Thie was befors any inforsa-
tion was given out about a possible withdrawal., This information wae
writter out on a rezence form and sent to Colomel [reke. Throughout
the day rany gromps of wen from the various units attached to us had
left their firing positions and would come wandering back under the
pretext of looking for their officers. In all cases Colomsl Trake sent
them back to the firing lins and I heard him give Lt. Bolten (in charge
of ‘rmed Regimental Band) orders to stop nll men and send them back, and
to shoot any who refused to return to his position. '

9., left at 2200 hours - a guide, Lieutemant from f1lst Reconnai-
ssance Pattalion, led the way as point, but was not seen after he started.

I certify the above 1a & true staterent mmde from the notes I
took down at the time it was made to re.

THOMAS D, DEAKE
Colonel, G.8.C.
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apiail SECRET @

HEADQUARTERS 34TH INFANTRY DIVISION
UNITED STATES ARMY

AP0-34
. 9'“' [
'R 1
" DMA/rk
A 6 September 1944
314.7
Subject: Unit History. e

To : Commanding Officer, 168th Infantry Regiment,

. - 1. In order to complete the histdrical file of the 34th Infantry
Division for World War II, it is necessary to have a history of your organ-
ization frém date of induction to arrivgl in North Africa.

. 2, It is therefore requested that you submit the above history, in
original copy only, to this headquarters by 15 October 1944.

By command of Major General BOLTE:

. PERSONNEI, & \,.E.,n'
f;‘4¢ 168th INFANY LY | v
e DEE M|, WHITE,
DEGEIVL:T 22 M e, 509
6 SEP 1944 |1 1 N Adjutant General.
193 g0 )
> DOB
gsc'd. Hq. 168th Int. SEp 14
314,7 - % .18t Ind. NK/wwh

Hq 168th Inf Regt, APO-34, U. S. Army, 14 October 1944,
To: CG, 34th Inf Div. 1
1. Basic communicaztion complied with.

For the Regiment2l Comzmander: 4 (7f/7“7.‘

et Jih -

I\JAT.HA_\ MS ‘l
1st Lt., gi“ant ’&-y/

Aajutan .
@i%/
. SECRET

1l Incl: Narrative.



314,7 = 18t Ind. NK/wwh
Hq 168th Inf Regt, APO=34, U, S. Army, 14 QOctober 1944,

. Tos G, 34th Inf Div,
1. Basic communication compllied with.

For the Regimental Commandert ‘
: Corpae # el
7 =
NATHAN KESSLER, .o

1st Lt., Infantry,
. 1 Incl: w™awraglve, ' Adjutani, ‘\.-._,,}





