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sarly in the morn'ng of the 1lth of Lay, 1942, land was sighted, The boat attempt-
ed to dock in Bangor Bay, but the Bay was too shal.ow for the ship, The ship then went

into the Firth of Clyde, up the Olyde River to Oremmock, Scotlande The anshor was
dropped here sbowt 1000 hours, the 12th of May and at spproximately 19.0 hours that
day, the Batti.lions were loaded omto 3 channel boatsy "Baen liay Chree" baing the nams
of the one thusi cur ded the 2nd Battalion, and orossed the chinnel again under cover
of darinoss the mght of the 12th disemberking at Londonderry, lorth Ireland, The
Battlions unloaied thore on the morming of ths 13th and after a hot breakfast, were
glven ssparste destinstions, ecch proveeding by tredn or British lorries (Truck) to
its cssigned are:, Reglmental Headquarters, Headquarters Co.p Heglmental Band and
the 3rd Bubbalion wemt to Camp Cromore on the estate of lre lomtague whare the broope
were to have tho new exporlence of being housed in Nissen Hubs, Anti~Tank Oo, and
servies Co. ere stationed abt Portistewert, lorth Ireland, 4nd the lst iatt.liom in
rortrush, liorth Ireland, After a soenic trip through the hills & dales of lreland
the 2nd Battslion found iteelf st Ballycastle, North Ireland :long the coast where
some of the units v-re housed in s sumer resort and othars in bYillets, This duy was
svant in us.lning the men to quarters in civilain homes, Battalion Headquarters

a3 seb up in t;he building thd#t was formerly a country club on the shore of Ballycastle
seye Doth iartstewert and rortrush were also gumser resort toms along the coast,

It was horo that the iogsiment had its first erpsriment with British ourrensy, and
lewumed tho valus of the different coins and notes.

Je,ulsr section traiming .nd marches wers comxenced irmadiately, This section
of iiorth lreland presented a trainin; problem inasmuch as ail the berrwdn was divided
up into very amall plobs and fields surroundad by hed_es, and all under cultivation,
if was also 11ifriendd to becomo ascustomed te the fact thabt it was still daylight
4t 2530 hours @b mlght, Diring our short stzy in this section of North Ireland, the
fggiment was asked to send two officers and a number of elldsted men to the langers,
. newly formed =nd specilul tradned shock trocp organization, 1lst Lts, Wlifred H
lislson and James e Lyle volunteered for this ussignment,
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The ngsd for extra terrain for tralninz soon bscame apparent, and the s luwent lefd
this plecsant section of idorth Ireland for new areas on the 30th of Ly, 1942,

Regimental Yeadquarters was estublished this tims in a castle knowm as Ecoles-
ville uouss locabed Just on the outskirbs of the town of Fintona, iorth ireland,-
County of Tyrono, iieadquarters Co.p vervice Co.y -edical ietadiment and Band were
housed in kissen Huts in Fintone and vidimty. The 1lst Battalion was located ab
Ashbrooke =nd the 3rd B.ttalion was located ab coiebmolce. Both of these camps were
located on the astate of s5ir Basil Brook ne:p Brookborough, Horth Ireland, The 2nd
Batt. lion wes mortered in the City of (Om. zh, amd Aubi-‘!.‘ank Oo. at Clogher, These
areas had gufficlent areds for small unit tradning,

A naw change in "ﬁéo in grade® ruling celled for the removal of several officers
from combat Proops, and it was necesary for Lts Cold, Albert A. Gvoboda and Jarrold
iy PETRADORG, Hajors Azel JENSEN and “illiam He TLLIANS, Captains Charles dSnyder
and Joseph Ls PSTRICK and 1st Lb, ¥iiliam B, MUSEIRADES to leave the .egiment. These
changes took plucs in the early part of Juney 1542, Lt. Cole & P LUND r-mained
in command of the 1st Battaliom, Major Edwin T, S ENSON in command of the 2nd Batt-
alion and ite Cole lobert Pe ILLIR in command of the 3rd Battelin,

Tho e;iments truining ab these sbabions took on the flavor of D.ttls Schools
There were obstacle courses to run, rugged training in bayonab drill, hund-to-hand
£ihting and unarmed combut, long hilkes in ‘reland's aoft olays were begune Each
Battalién would go om two 25 mile hikes and three 15 mlle hlzes e:ch week, the 25
mle hiles taking up the embire day, -nd the 15 mile ike taking up just aft:rmoons,
The regiment i'ms then advised by higher Headquarters thit there would be no ralay
day schedulssy but that training would zo on regardless of weather, The B‘t;at.us of
treining soongdeveloped to whers the troops <emb on the combat range, going through
oroblems of fire and movement with overhsad fire from mortars :nd machine gung supp=-
orting them, osafety precautions in the States wp to this time ha! not pevmitted the
use of this tywe of training, This type of tredning wes ado;ted from the British,
who hzd been usin; it for s.oma time, This proved to be some of the most valu sble
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as 1t insfilled, in the troops, confidence in the sup orting weapons, end valuable
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training in the operation of these weapoms was gained by the Jun crews, The pionser
‘ections took part in a school ab Camp Killedeas the last week in June,

On July 2nd, 1942, the Hegiment, as part of a larger force partieipated in what,
sas ocalled the Scheme "ATLANTIC", The Dritish and imericans blended their efforts
for the first tims since orld ‘ar I, with the «im of getiing better asquaimted with
each others! msthods, and also with the thought of ironing out certain little differ-
ences, I'he msnsuver also taxed the endurance of the men of the :Heglment, proving
th.t stil. more conditioning wes necessary., Thls exsrcise lasted ons weck,

On July 29th, the ¢nd Battalion moved into trainlng area lios 1, looated near

iorton's Passy for onp week of inten.e field training, whith included a 2lhour problem
with ovorhead morter and artillory fire.

Cole Chirles Lo FAGIN #as relieved of duty and - i ment with the 34th Infantry
Dividion and :ssigmed to V Army Corps (ileifif) as Frovost larshall on the 22nd of July,
1942, and Lo Gole Losbor e HAUGOCK was assigned and ssumed comsand of the Heglment,
boing promoted to the runk of Colonsl on the 23rd of July. Major idwin T, SWHHSON
<as relieved of command of the 2nd Battaliom on the 30th of July, 1942, Captain
W1ldem i, Lveger was assigned umseutive Ofiicor of the nd Battalion the same day,
Lajor Clavence V, LBS was assigned command of the 2nd Battulion on the 7th of August.

The Aegiment took part in exsrcise "PELICAN", This was a problem in moboriased

. patrols, storuing of various towms, reducing road blocks and bsing hargassed by guerilla

warfare end smipers, The exsrolse lasted about 36 hours, The enemy forces consisted
of the Irish iloms Juard, lany lessons were learnad, especially the use of flank proge
tection and the use of an active and e@frossive vehicle on the point,

On suburdey, August the Sth, the River lourme becsme swelled, dus to heavy rains
und towards evening the Jater sas rising to.ards the amsunition hut and also the
huts ocoupied by the meubers of the 2nd Battalions A detuil from the Ammo, Section
had to move the aumo to a higher spob, and shortly ufter that, the Battalion was
forced to move all thelr barracks bags and equipmsnt in the mess hall,
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The following morming the unlt moved the equijment buck into the Battulion area, only
to rey .ck snd move to iralning area ;3. ' :

on saburday, sugust 22nd, the 2nd Battalion moved from Umagh to Gy iodges located
on on island in the Lough Erme, Company "F” wa: across the lough at Camp Killedees
on guard duty, &y Lodge is en imerloan built Camp with numerous facilities, The
ttchon hadelectric dough mixers, potato pe lers, and best of all, ice cremm freezerss
itegulay section training and marches vore commenced immediately after getting settled
and po:lcing the zrea, il Jolson, Merle Oberon, Al Jenkins, Brank loHugh, and Pabt
uorrison ,resented a show for the 2nd Battalion at the Auditorium during our stay at
dly :0dgoe

Fealing the nesed of further training and a division standard of procedure on ~
18ssons lsarnad, bhe Division G-3 conducted a Divisionsl Tralming School, From aboub
the Sth of August to the 13th of september 1942, each Battalion was moved to tho Dive
1sion trining area where for a pe-iod of three wesks they were given a series of
problems, each one baing arrenged so as to teach a differemt les-on in tactlcs, énd
develop Battalion staff control, The main emphasls was put on offensive tactlcs and
the use of close overhead artillery support together sith supporbing fire of Infantry
woapons, This was the first tims the troopas of the e iment hud trained with close
-gup orting artillory fire, Ome cesualty was sustained by Cos Ly 135th Infantry when
an artillery smke shell fell short,

On september the 15th, the 2nd Battalion wemt on a L0 mlle march, Oneths 1Tth,
the 2pd Battelion Rifle Team, coached by Captain imil SKALICKY, took part in a match
- between the .woyzl alr Foree, Ulster lome Jumrd and iHoyal Ulster Constabulary, The
Bettalion took 1st plage honors, with each meuber of the te:m being awardsd a medal,
Three members of the Battalion, Cpls James daveako, Pvb, John lesger, and Pvi, Odmar
Berg, were membors of the team, Pvt, Odmer Berg and Pvbe C-rl ‘ilson, also fram the
B.tb.llon, tied for top honors in the individudl sweepsbakes matoh and split the pot.
on Friday svening, September the 18th, a banquet was held for the Bettalion, with
a1l the Co, Commanders of the Buttalion inmvit#d, Lt, Traux was master of ceramonies,
short t+1ks «#ere slven by idajor Lic amd Hajor KREGER,
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Un the 23rd of September, the 2nd B ttalion muved from sly Lodge to Camp Hlegsing-
Bowrme, newr Fivemiletomm, The Camp was in ths final stages of comsletion when the
undt arsived,

On the 18th of Yetober, 1942, Companies X, K, L and a plutoon of Coupany X were
placed on dotished service to sumnylands Camp, Carrickfergus, Nerth Ireland, Lt, Col,
Be To SWZHSON in command, for eventu:l participation in the invasion of iiorth Africa,
hile here this force had two practice invasions against the harbor of Belfast,
vecuring of the hurbvor and the harbor installstions boing thegmain objectives On
the 2lst of Ootober, 1942 they euberked on thedr mission from Belfast, iorth Iroland,
The remsinder of the isgimont continued with intensified tr:ining, small unit problens,
long murohos nd combat firing, The tegiment received many jurmior offic rs who were
slven = short course of instruotions to faumiliarl:e them elves with the uivision's
sbanderd of #rocedure and tagtical doctrines,

Throughout the Va‘.l'im gbutions the degiwontal Band vas o consibtant wplift to
morales Out of the Zend was formed the "imbagsedors of swing", a 1k piece dance band
‘ndeh gained popularity in the whole of liorth Ireland, In recognition of their out—

standing succes , they were selected to officlslly open the new ned Cross building in
Belfagty during shdch time they pl.yed and Alliad Forces ,rogr;m over the British

broadeasting Com.uny and also a Hationa:. Droadeasting Comepny rosram direct to the

Undted Stutes, 7The ealls for the "imbassadors” to play at dances, parties and concerts
7ere 80 nuwsrous that the one band could not accoamodate Ll the calls, soea sscondary
dince band was formed, lnown as the *eveilliers®,

4 ymumber of the seniorranking non-commissioned ofi'icers were selected by a Division
bo. rd to ba returned to the states to sttend ufi'icers' Candid:te School, 3ome of these
non-commissioned of‘icers returned to this deuiment as offlcors soms time luber,

The 2nd Bsttelion, 135th Infambry, less Cos "I, and sith the uddition of Co, "M,
left Camp Blissingbourns, in the vicitdty of Fivemiletown, lorth Irddand, with obher
Slvisionsl 4roops in an advence party lmovm as Jdroup Il-A under comnand of Col, Charles

lie 1AJEINy omburkdlng ab Liverpool,; :=n,l:nd on the 9th of Uecembsr, 1942, enroute to

Horth Africu, . - 5 - cm’doooooooo
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The remainder of the e bment bogan to move {rom thelr stations in liorth Ireland to
In;lond on the 1lth of December, 1942, They spent ap,roximately ton days in Ingland
und embirksd ab Liverpuol, .nglsnd with other dvisional trovps on the 2304 of
vecember, 1942 earoute to join the 3hth Infambry Division in Zorthhifrica,

Tha above nurrotive of Phase II was corbiled and derived from the following
sources- | '
1, -2, 0-3 Journals of the 3hth Division,
2e =2y S5=3 roporta.

3, Battalion Journal and Diaries,



