Tho PArgd Neb¥le of Fondoulk

- Although the Regiment had suffered combat casdalilesy the otnual
ocontact with the encmy was through p&.ﬁtﬂ'&la or emall atbacks by both aides
and with enemy mmery and airoraft, The Regiment had aecen FONDOUXK
mountaln ridgs %o thedr pight front whon they first were at PIC0ON, hed
received long range fire from Gexman poasitions therg and were well awnye
that 1% would be & rough bdattle to Bake those positions, 3By 0600 hours,
the 27th of March, the 135th Infantry hed moved throygh Kefel Ahmar Paas,
resched MADJER EL AIOUN and were advancing im tho at¥sck with the 1638th
Infantry on the. right, The axis HADJUB EL AYOUR - FONDUUK EL OKBI seoxrved
&3 the boundmry between the two regiments, 135th Infentvy to the north
and 166th Iafsntry 0 the south, The 3rd Battalion was in tho aswult
with the 2nd 3attalion echeloned to the left aud rear in depth to proteot
and expossd ank, The lst Jatbtalion was again serving cs the mw.m.on
reserve, Some artillery wss received by tho 2nd Battalion from DIEBEL
THOLZA, but the antire attack moved foywerd rapidly until 1123 houra when
the 168th Infantry reported they wers held up by heavy mortar afid nrtile
lery fire, The 3rd B«aﬁ?m-d.ion. that hed contimted the advance, wors oXw
dered .0 hold up until the 168th Infantry could come abreast, At 1130 ho
the 2nd Batialion received an‘attack from a smell foxrce of Germens in
- agout oa¥o with 2 tanks supporiing, coming frem their lefd rear. Ilomen:
6‘% Company 2" engaged this force by £ire and successfully held off the
attackers wntil srtillexy fire finally forced them swaye. Uy 1_47 houra,
the 3rd Battalion was repordted to Yo receiving eafiladinz artillawy fire
from thoir left. From then on, ensmy £ire from both front and flanka
became gomeral, ceasing all fo:ward movenment of the division., FRight
attack orders wereo imsued by Colonel %Yerd, but both $the 2nd and 3Ivd
Aattalions encountered intonse h stile fire, suffered heavy casuslties
and were forced to withdraw for a reorgani.ation, Contuct wisth the 160841
Infantry had been lost, rnd in the durlawes wnd in the confumion of their
£irst ronl nighs attaock over sual. rugged terrain, unlts lad vecome intex-
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fingled and control nade difficult for even the small unlt commanders,

Upon reorganization, contact with the 15%th Infantry w. s re..ained
by petrol and preparntions made for a dawn atbtaok, The 214 Battalion
attagked at 0700 hours the followlng moraing, precedesd by a heavy ortil-
lery conceatration. 7Sut the leading elements egain ran into the intenae
flanking end frontal fire of t'e proceding night. This time, however,
the: were able:to rebtwrn fire, and tnke zdvantage of their initiml suo-
cesses, the units dug in and held, Infiltretion attenmpts were made but
the enemy's defense was well organi:ed and clarted and they were unsuo-
gosaful, 7The 1668th Infantry pulled s diversionary mtinck on lsroh the
29thy £0llowing a hervy artillery dbarrage, during which tine the 2nd
Battalion rgain attempted to ploroce the esnemy lines without mocess. Al)
poaltions were oonsolidated end held undil the night lat-2nd April, whea
the Regiment was ordered to rotire two miles to the weot, to positions
which hed been prepared for the aussault battslions by the 1st Ragtalion,
virieh haed moved uy from division rescyve, _

The lat Battalion, while in Mvision Resorve, patrolled hjehel Trog:s
& high h1ll mass on the left rear of the regiment, F¥hile in this po-
sition two enemy tanks moved up within range of the lst Battalion area
and shelled; emming gomo ocesualbiea,

The withdrawal £rom the FONDOUK sector hed not mnde the first heavey
battle of the Regiment and the rest of the Division a failure, true,
FORDOUZ GAP had not been capbured, but enemy strength had concentrated
on this seotor, amaking essier the tusk of the imeriean asuoult townrd
MAZHANSY €0 ocut Rommel's line of retrent,

Por a week following the withdrawa , the troops were cxposed %o
haragging airoraft rulds and artillery fire, Every movenmsnt wes under
the enew 8 comannding observntion, The 1 15th Regimentanl Conbat Team
moved from two milag weat of T‘ondonls %0 a rosition went of ‘ondou!c Gap
on tha Tth of April end =t 0500 lhours, in oo..junction with the 133rd
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B - HI8 OF 135%H IRFANTRY REG T (Cont'd)’
Yhe second objsotive was in the hands of the Regiment. The 168th Imf-
antry Regiment relieved this, the 135th Inflantry, at noon. The lat and
2nd Battalions moved near Pichon while the 3rd Battalion stayed at Rhorabd
until the following day at 2115 hours, at which time they left for a new
assiwd area, arr:tvina. there at 2300 hours on the 12th of April,

_ The move cast of Beja by the lst and 2nd Battalion, meammhile, was
an all night motor march of 165 Kilometers. The entire Division moved that
aighte It was lat:r stated by the German High Command that they were
quite surprised to the Division (34th) in the northern seotor.

It was tha belief of Major Garnet E, Hall, Commanding Officer of the
3!6 Bnttalion. a% this time that had theo left flank o0f the 3rd Battalion
- ot deen open, their objootivn ocould have been takan, sinse this, mere
" 4han anything elac, held up thé advance of the units, As oriticisms and
somments of this mamever, Major Hall writes: Quote--— Most 0f the Ine

' 3,£bn$ty attacks were not coordimated, MNost attacks were t00 individual
| wibh little or no contact with unite on the flanks, The tank attacks

: ware not followed by Infantry; in many instances, the Infantry did not

" know which tanks %0 follow nor which way they would come, whether from rear
or either flank, The artillery was not used %0 its fullest oxtont, ocome

. manication was defective from forward observation to the datteries. Hany
:JVVQQmaa the artillery barrage would come down on our own troops, injuring

" many of them and 3ook & lot of aggressive spirit from the men.. Aviation

- . and englnners 4id not come to my attention., Communicatiens at béet were

: "poor, t00 many units on the seme wire, 536 radios were nod depenﬁ&ble,
messengers were too slow and uncertain, 0.P.'s in this sector wore very
poor, the nature of the terrain deing such that at their best, the O.P.'s
had very little and limited view, as a result hardly any information was
recieved from them. Supply as far es food and water, was fair, thequwan
not enough amﬁo.'expended to- test that phase of supply. MNorale at tﬁé
beginning of the adtack was very high, but due to misinformation, ch%nges
in plans, receiving fire from our own artillery and the nature of th€
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PHASE IV - HISTORY OF 135TH INFANTRY REGIMTHNT (Cont'd)

ground ovér which we operated, the men lost heart and confidence, The
Medical Detuchment, in my estimation, was the only depertment worthy of
any oommendation. They did and exceptional piece of work under the worst
conditions, Their personnel should be an inspiration and examplé to the
rest of ue. I recomumend in oonclusion a better means of communication,
more cooxrdination between infantry, artillery, t:nk, and air; that future
draining include these arms in training exercises. "Unquote®,

Por the next few days, a régid training program was put into effect,

The following is a true copy of the Training Program No. 1 issued
by Col. Ward, C.0. of the Regiment on the 13th of April 1943.

Quotes "1, The Boche Rat in the closing trap will now be more
visolous than ever. The longer he holds Tunisia the longer he delays an
invasion of the continent, and thereby accomplishee his mission. You have
goen and felt him use every means from booby trapped bodies to cannon-
carrying airplanss to kill you, Your only chance is not to avoid him,
but %o olose with him, and personally kill him first, Battles are won
by olosing with the ememy and killing him, The juicker you can reachhis
position the better your ochance of not suffering heavy casualties,

2, Training will be contimuously and aggresaively carried out by
all units of this command, wherever and whenever the tactiwal situation

-poermits,

a. Operations aginst the FONDOUK PASS, just completed, have taught
invaluable lessons, The bdreak will be exploited. These teachings will be
emphasized, explained, and practiced, without delay, so that the entire
command will derive the maximum benefit from them, .

3. The following will be emphasized in curreat training: ,

a., Develop aggressive spirit in each individual, and men will be
trained to shout the Indian Warhoop as they close with the
enemy .

b, Use of rifles on located or suspect. . tarzets even at long

ranges to build up confidence ir siflemen prior to time of
né—‘



: - NISTOXY OF .135TH INPANTRY REGLMENT(Cont'd)
delivery of real effective fire.
cJUse of aorturs and muchine gua overhead fire on definitely loci.ted
or suspected targets or areas,
d., Automotic advance withour orders of rifle platoone at every
evailable break in their favor asi
(1) Opening of friendly artillery, mortur, or mashins gun fire,
o, Automatie displacement of hecvy weapons and supports of reserves
without reoceipt of oxrders,
£, Use of bayonet in assault and at night,
8¢ Artillery and infantry cvoperation in the sttuck
ke Tank and Infantry cooperation in the attack
I. Priving through the objective and reorganization to contlmne
attack, .
Jo Hight ecouting snd patrolling (Practical)
k. Night att.ck and ralding parties,
1. Communications and maintenance of Cp's close up
me Coordination of efforts by front line units
ne Cropsing nine flelds, path cutting by AP men and apecially trained
mon in each companye.
0. Stmaggling (Control by lst Sgt.)
pe LEADERSRIP ADOVE ALL
4 In from present areass
@ae Night patrole will be driven a minimum depth of 4 niles with:
(1) Definite missions
(2) Dafinite routes
(3) pefinite tine out and returan
(4) pefinite and complete report of observetions and a tions with
sketoh by each member of patrol
b, Platoon end company attack exercises and drills in assigned
Battelion areas (Gee Battallon Seourity Overlay), with pertioular eaaphasis
‘on the proper use of terresin in the approach to ob Jective, upon movement
at full spsed over the lest 100-200 yards and upon closing with the eneny
with the bayonet. ' =T



s A% loast on nigh% exercise with Infantry Company in att ok will
be sehsdulod by all companles,
4, Under Regimental Control:
(1) Specifio Small Unit proLlems
(2) Attack problems in cooperation with tonka,
5¢ The “Buddy” aystem will be instituted for all replecemonts: 1.84,
All new officers and men will be teamed with persoanel that have had
batdle experience,

Ge Don't theorize about theme things. Oe% out and work them over on
the grounde"wwwweew--Tnquote,

The men derived o gr@at.dea.l from this progran due primarily to the
sexrioua ¢$ype of instruotion,

Oa the 15th of April the Regiment moved t0 an area seven milea enst
of MAKTAR, and it was there that the unite trained stremiously with specdal
enphasia on night attacks and cooporation dotween ianfantry and artillery
in the asoonlt behind e rolliag barrage. On the 23rd of April, the Roge
iment left this treining erea near MAKTAR by bruck convoy and aovid 0
the Corps assambly area whioh wes approximately 15 ¥ilometors wa&?aat
of BEJA, axriving there on the following moraing at about 0700 houra.

The order of warch from MAKTAR %0 ROUMES SOUK wes as £ollows: -13%3@%-
talion, 135th Infantry with Capsain Shinn as mardh commander; Hpaa—‘ |
quarters and Headquarters Oompany, 135th Infantry, with Captain Dahlin
a8 unlt maxch commander; 2nd Battalion 135th Infantry with 1te Cols Svoboda
unit eomanaer‘; 8rd Battalion, 135th Infantyy with Hejor Hall, wait come
mander; Co, "B", 109%h lMediesl 3attelion, with Capd, Die'&ers, unlg oom.
mandery 1st plat, Co "B*, 109th Engineers, and Service Co.s 133 Mfantry
(Kitchen and smmnitioa trucks) with Major Andorson, and 125th Fislad
Artillery Dattalion and Battery "A", 107th CA(AAA), Antomatie Wqupona
Battalion with Lt Col, Tracey as unit commander; Divisioral {34%h) mil-
itexy police handled the traffioc control, Bach vehiocle hed aler&ed alr
. guards and {rehiolea vwith sowunds for automatic weapons was dispersed thr-
. 5 '



oughout the oolum, woapons wore mounted and maaned by qualified personne:
There were no special duties, 80 for the next 2 days, the units enjoyed
shoviers, good food, and reafsseces
BILL 609

It iz interesting to note the differemce in terrain between southern
Tanieia and the new seofor further north. W%hele the mountains were atill
dangerous, slmost oliff-faced, impossible terrain that they had been in,
the difforence camo in the ground leading up to these heights. Where bde
foro it had boen barven save a few poor looking shrubs that offared little
- shade lot alone conceslment and caotus, now the soldiers saw ouliiveted
fields and thicker shyubdery near the base of the moundains and exSending
 up onto it lowar slopes. 50 this type of terrain wes o de the s tage
ead the soencry Zov une of the most importint battles of tho campaten %o
drive the Germans from Afrioa; the battle whioh rates ms one of the oute
stending eombat feata of the Regiment-The Batitle of Rill 609,

' ﬂ&u 609 was an enormous aags of rook, ite lower slopes ogvered with

: avagetaiion and uma with a mmber of ¢rude rook walla mming AS2088
these slopese

Dirocs approach from the west was extremely aiffioult eince the fyno
of the .;ountain rose almost sheer, Onthe sastern face, hewever, aa- g
T sler approach wag possibvle, and it was t0 be dasidod *mam'&' that the
wey %0 measult the position was from the Gormdd oide. Phe ammy defenﬂiag
: the hill came from a German airforce Regimnt salled "Regimend Barenthin®
""’";'532%&:' ita original commander., These troops were dseply imbuod with the
Hazl’ doetrzm. were boldly and courageously led, and of Hil) €09, theae
troops had prepared a citadel blasted out of the solid rock, The hill

aaturally was also used for ensnmy artillery observers., Only one way up

was known and this wes by a goat-trail which led ia from the northecst,
On the moraing of the 26%h of April, orders were received for the
135th Infantry Regiment to releive the 2nd Battlaion, 168th Infantry of .
ita outpost poslitions to the s-uthwest and west of Hill 609, They were
R o



" PHAS STORY OF 135TH INFANT GIMERT (Cont'd)
40 be propared to make local diversional attacks to support the main at.
tack of the Division which was being made by the 168th Infantry on the
Division left flank, Acoordingly the relief started at about 1300 hours
and by 2000 hours, the lst Battallon went %o the vicinity of Hill 533
and the 3rd Battalion to Hill 344 and the 2nd Battalion, in Regimental
regerve on Hill 579.

The genaral plan was for the lat and 3rd Battalions to send on aom-
pany each forward Yo secure the gensral line Railway statioan Si Nalr, Hill
374 end B111 484 by 0200 hours, 2¥Rh April. This line was to be used as
a 1ine of departure for an attack by tho balanse of the 1s% and 3rd Bat-
saliona at 0415 hours the mext morning with Fill 490 at the 3rd Battalion'
objective and Hill 529 es thd lat Baﬂauon'a obJective,

The following information is availablo at his time conscerning the
3rd Battalion. During the morning of the 26th of April, the 3rd Battalior

‘wes ordered % move approximately four miles north east of the assaembly

area to the vieinity of H11l 575 to relieve the 2nd Battallon of the
168th Infantry, The move was 40 bo completed in time to allow for the
neoesam arsanimtion for an attack on the moxrning of 27th of Apxil 1943,
Accordingly, the 3rd Battalion Commender, accompanied by the Batialion
8~} and the Company Commandsrs, moved forward to the Oommand Post of tla:
2nd Battalion of the 168th Infantry to make a reoonuaisame of the sl

tuation,

The 3rd Battalion left the assembly a rea at 1730 houxs on. m 26#11
of April and detrucked on the south slope of Hill 575, From thia point
the Battalion Oommand Post group moved to depression on +he wea’q alops
of Hill 579 and estabdlished the Battalion Command Fost,

Meanwhile, the companies proceded to positions along Hills 4R5 and
533, One company from each forward Battalion was sent forward 1@5&1&’691
to secure the general line Railway Station SI NAR, HILL 374, and Kil.l 484
by 0200 hours, the 27th of April, This line was used as a line of dap—-
arture for am attack by the balanc: of the lat and 3rd Battalions, ﬁp
accordance with the plan prepared following the morning's reconna.iesanco.

=10 T
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. @fmpany u‘;a vas erp‘dered to proceed from Hill 533 to Hill 374. The og-
oupangy of this hill by ensmy out-posis-was uncertain, but after recon-
paiseance of the hill brought e negative report, Oompany "I" procceded,
By 2400 hours, the 26th of April, the Battalion was in position foxr the
atback, '

Battalion objectives, an stated earlier, were Hill 490 for the 3rd
Battalion and Hill 529 for the lst Batbulion, Dus $0 the extremely ruge
‘ged and mountainous terrain, Company "I" did not reach Hill 374 until 0230
hours and Oompany "A" did not reach Hill 484 .until 0300 hours, Instead
of the attack starting at 0413 hours, the 27th of April, it started at
0600 hours as the remeinder of the battalions had the =same rgsed Serrain
‘%o oross and did uot reach the line of departure until 0530 hours, Thé
‘attack was, therefore, made in daylight and prog-essed very slowly, Ry
0830 hours, leading elementa of the let Battalion had reasched Eill 501 ’
and were then pushing partrols oan to Hill 529, By 1050 hours, the leading
elements wers reported om the reverse slope of 529 and meeting very strong
resistance. Ho further progress was made that day with tho lat Battalion,

Hoauwhile, retuming to the 3rd Battalion, with its disposition come
ploted was ordered to attack enemy occupied hills 435 and 490 2% 0430
houra, the 2Tth of April 1943, Accordingly, the battalion Commander do
signated Companies "I" and "L", "I" on the right, "L" on the left, to
lead the assault, Oompany "K* was placed in reserve and ordaered %o move
to Hill 374 at 0500 hours %o take up positions occupied by Compeny “I",
tho firet and second plataoné of Qompany "HM" were placed in support of
Companies "I" and "L" respeotively., The mortar platoon of Company "M"
was directed %0 take up positions on the south slope of hill 374 to BUD=
port the attack. |

A fog of extreme density made the attack at the originally schéduled
hour also impossible, and it was not until 0630 hours that the companies
could move forward. As the attack began, th: Battalion Commander, with
his necessary staff officers, moved forward from the CP %o a point of
vantage for observation on the north slope of Hill 575,
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vantage for ohsemﬁibn on the xxorti‘n slope of il 575.
The appronch march of the nosanld compenics was made over open, rol
ling terfain toward hills 435 and 490, with the mein effort being directed
agalnst Hill 490. The attack proceeded %0 the forward (South) sloye of
Hill 490.wherq encmy wirs and booby traps were ensouantered, Here, ‘00,
the amaoh:iag companies were met by intense machine gun &ad artilleoxy £ire
gm:leulaﬂy fora Hill 480, T attacking conpanies wers in eontuct with
K 90 on their recpective flanks, and on orders of the Battalion

Bill 490y 509, and Will S29,
o revonnalssanne in foree up the £ore
__.A'Ro the alght aftnok, On thias W day
sgdon of supporiting the attmk ef the

'ilr'}

© ddon @:t 33.119 529 and 49¢ " affort was to be mede on the wat
“adoe of HILL 461 atvbacking 3E1Y 6@9 from the novthwess, To scoure Ml
430y which togethar with 461 WMWW& 43 @ lino of depsrturs for the
2nd Bottalionyds/ SAdd/ A the 3 Betbadion planpsd n might attest,
The plas wes fox the 2nA Buttallon to Phss through the 3wd Battalion s
0500 hotrgy and abdtaok HALY % For thb night attack Company "L on the
Battelion's left flank wee 0 Sfoanlt HALY 433, while Oompany ", whioh
had beer oxdarcd %o wove fewaf&m Hill 374, with Compady "I was ‘o
attasle HL1L 450, Wﬁiﬂaﬂi! 3ff4cnlties, ue largely %o the nature of
the terreln aaﬁ;&ha #9 m : émt in organigation et alght, uade 1¢
s o m usth until 0415 howrs, the 28%h of.
R Commander moved hisPP forward to the




. sepulged dn Lik

. BEAS00 heupy Fika, 435 and 490 Rerp meeuxaly. 1n Alliad handss,

Vary heavy machine gun eud ertillery fire, Plerce £1ghting broke out with
heavy cagualtlea on both sides eod the battle to take and hold hills 435
and 490 was. ona By 0515 hours, the 20th of Aprua all qb;}ectivea were
takaen, ;nita advance o Hill 435 Qompeny. "L enqo\mterea lit'cle Opposi-
tion. Oompapies; ?I% end "K7, hewover,. emmtere@ ooy, wi’i‘ wd b°°bx '
traps appyoaimataly 150, ;m:do frop the qreat ot RioR > QSQ. Patrnla went :
forwayd $q claar g path through these obstacleg,. To °I? Com»aw's f&ox}t
a8 the gompanies. ware. moving through the pafilig,, emmx gm;mnts werc .seen
withdrewings. . T4rey howavey, wes held as "K7.CQompany's presence. on tha
lafy appeyently had not been detmﬁea. wxmn $he, aeaaa,nl? platpom ha.d
xpaghed. 10 within 75 yards of the creat of. the. m.}l, the, enpmy tur:md and
rane VWith bmt& 2ixed, Companiea, "EK" and “I"y pmaqdod tp the mp

of the Male . - .. , .. e

.. . Tmediately, she work of qonsplidation vey started, Compasy "Li

i

-propmd postiona on. Nl 435 end W‘ﬂ}‘? m day drew on;g apamdg.o

¥if1e. 2hrey AL agupaniec. "K" pod "EY, conpousmea ‘bhmelm on RilL 490

AN

the. eRemy . aywaq,,a opuater atlaok whioh was, b;'oken up, b; riglo ana BAR';
£ire and hafnd arensdes. Latex' ip the morning a second gaapy, emaok wes

3 RepneT, For the romaipder 85 nm day the oomx.tey hejg,d
theim heatily prepared wﬂﬂm lox, A-va m&'ﬁw wd muler: £ire.

Vil 3o "-

RS ta GOty

ann: JAxAng the atteck an Rl 430 captam Vinqent e G Goodso].). of qupm

*5“ 3‘&" ‘obseryed, a haatila group armed with maghine /e mv;.ng hrgo a po-

gittqu fron wh:l.ch tha Battallon wguld be enfile.ded. This Company Come
nendex persopally lod thrae ,0f Nhis, mon forward to gt'caek thia group and
wers apotied by the Germans who t9ok them undexr f.‘ix'e imndiately. an-
pite ths Laoh. tha.t they were badly ou.wunbered and were reco:l.vina pom
blank five, the attack wap driven formrd and tt\e entire emw group wi.8
liquidated by aither being osptured or killed. Tho three rnaohim suns
ware also ceptured, thus e serioua threat %o the 3rd Bn was romoved. Cap-
tain Goodsell later wua uwarded the Diatin@u.ahed Service Croas.

The enemy attempted *wc more counterattacks at 1600 and 19 Q houra,
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Commander and learned that the orders had been changed and that the ocon-
$rol of the Battalion was passing to the 135th Infantry, and‘'that fur-
gher orders could be expected from the Commandigg Officer of the 135th
Infantry, At about 1700 hours the Battalion Commander received oral in~-
atructions by telephons form Colonel Ward, Commanding Officer, 133th
Infantry, that the-lst Battalion, 133rd Infantry would "Be prepared to
move o new assembly avea, at dusk, on the Southeast slope of Hill 490,
prepared %o exepute one of the following three missionss

1, Oarry out a aight attack,

2, Attack at dawn with or without tanks,

3. Attack at dawn with a rolling Barrage,
Regardless of which of the foregoing missiona 40 be finally assigned the
Battalion, the obJestive, the line of departure and the zone of advance
wWere to be the same, The time ef attack was not given efer the phons.

~~~~ ﬁh&a was %o follow in the written order, The mission of the Battalioa,

?.as given, was %0 capture and hold the Nortiwest slopes of Hill 609, and

‘glearing and holding the area., Tha orders, as given, directed that, in~-
- 44ially, the direction of attask would be North end that the direoction
would be changed to the right 30 that when the Battaliod captured and
occupieé i%'s objective 1t would be faoing to the Northeast; Hill 461 on
itt's left, %0 be takem care of by another unit. Also ald this time ®*I"
"Gompany of the lat Armored Regiment, 133rd Infentry was attached to the
135th Infantry.

‘ The 1st Battalion, 133rd Infantxy, was prepared %o move at dusk,
$xo0ps on £oob, weapons to be transported about half way hy motor. HMove-
mont of the Bagttalion was held up until about 2130 hours, pending the
arrival of the written field order. The Battalion Commander, at fre-
quent intervals, contasted the Commanding officer of the 135th Infantry
by telephons concering the non-axrival of the written field order .
and the time of movement, In view of the factd that the route w:s long
and treacherous, the Battalion Commander secured permission to move the
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| The Jump-of? wed made in co-erdination with tanka which hed sove
_ ring ﬂw mly moﬁm&ag; 8% about O519 houras

Battalion a‘k 3130 hours and aaae arrammams to ptek up the field order
while mm. The field order vecured entroute directed thzt the attaok
wad 0 be nmade with a company £0 tanks, orossing the lims of depaxture at
0500 hoursy the 30th of April 1943, The battalion oompleted it's move
ment %0 the new assembly area at 0400 hours, A larze percentaze of ofe
ficera and men were 311 for reasons not definitely know, Although phy~
gical 9xhaustion was probably partly responsible, 1% ia belleved Atadring
tableds were largzely the éanfe. - Although the route from the old assenbly
area to the now assémbly area had beea thoroughly reconnoitered during
daylight, it was most 41ffiould o traverse at night, a large portion of
1% bedng along a narvow, fooky winding trall at the dottomeof the eliffs
along the &I NSIR rivers. The Battalion commender was greatly diaapgain%e.
ad not Yeing able to axriva in dPhe assembly area a$ an earlier hmrg pa;s-
tioularly in view of the phystcal conddtion of the nem upon. aredving id
the arems The men were allowsd 40 sleep during further loosl 3
sauce and the issuance of the Pinal opder by the Battalion Commandesyy -

mammom cemaﬂea "A" and "B" in the aaamlt, Compeny ﬁa* &n 'bha ﬂatr’
ao many nge zaucnina in resarvey and cemw upe aupport:lng #h@ Ba'ta
talions The advance pzamaaea rapidly and 'szaﬁ Batmian. by 6645 hoursa,
had aodomplished %' nission, Nefer befove i battle had ther% boan a
finey exmle of Oowordination and co-operation between h;fanw aaa

. -supporting tanks, fhey literally "grabbed and held om to the tedie of
© thelr tankn“y It 15 & faob thet durlng this £ight the Tiflemaen mbtrece
o4 the attention of the tenk gumner to designate taygetsy es instruod

aftey FONDOUR, In Turny tanks were quick to reduse thy targets ands
co~oparation throughous was most effective, Troops advanged due ﬁm
of vhe presorived line of departure about 600 yarde and then exeouéea 8
change in dlrgetion to the Hortheass, then advansiag about 800 yardb‘ te
the Bat’cgl;gg objeotive, Company "A", in acoordance with the aatta&ion
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Oomder'a mﬁmctiens, olecensd out the foothills ab tha base of the
rocky precipice, pivoting ghereon =0 that the Horthwest cdopw could de
firply se¢cureds The right aa casauld platoon of Company "A" attacked dire-
e‘bly ovey the foothills, which no doudbs took the eaemy by surprise and
thwarted any plans for delivering effective enfilade machine gun fire
grom positions on the reverse slopes, The lmportance of cleaning out
these foothilla was verified further by the taking of 21 prieoaam in

_ this area, most of whom were manning eipher machine guna or machine pise
' gols, Oompany "B*, being the left assenld companyy ha.d %6 mOve QVeY Con-
siderably more ground during the aﬁaok than company the piwt Comw
panys Not withstending, it advanced ‘papldly, oompleealy om;ee\m dug
in on it's position an ordereds The mortar platoon of Oo@paag apw
place& 1t% meapoaa so as to effectively support the Bawsuoa& Ly
the inttial phase. After the objeative hod been talken ¢ . WeTH dlaw
plaged forward and mootd akkillfully emplaged om the South W ot gle 7
411 609 to further support the Battalion. Both platoons of _hgavy
ching aum wera sap. aced during the earlier stages of th#ha;;tgc\x LV
supporting the Battalion under Battallion confrols They t#h up "mg‘i" ona
on the right flank and ware able to deliver very effective \i’m m N
2nd plateon received enemy mortar fire and 1%'s guns werg silegked for &
ahoxrt period only. The majority of cagualtics were m&iaed 'e.if‘qr the
voeugEagion of the positionn, Eneny artillery fire on t;u lﬁaﬁm‘ __ ﬂgefv
or mﬁmﬁd and et bimes was very iatense, partieulavly Q}_Qhe af%
It 444 not cease until the morning of the 2nd dayy the 18y of Hay J.. \.
gmall srme fire also was racoived, The erea a3 fa» b “? $he Ea‘,‘ﬁ,.-
CP received mueh harrassing and saiping fire from Ll arme 88
lete ag the forenoon of Hay lst, Eerly in the mmmg; x" lst, the ‘
onemy made a move against the Northeast slope of Hill 609{ which was most
- effeetively vopulsed by the 2nd Datitalion of the 168th anm Bogmni
which had gone into position on the right of the hill e/ 1y that moraing
On the Znd of Hay 1943y the Battelion mus ordered o extend to the right
and M\t}? #ha entire Horth slope of Hill 609, in in =20dition to the ground

alz"aads' mldg A raconnaiasame wug mede mnd the new pba* tion ogcupied
i ' -l
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IV o HISTORY OF 133TH JRI:NIHY REO0IIEL Sl
pronptly at dusk, During the,nighte of the 2nd and 3rd of Hay, 1943,
patrols to the frond located wnd reported many Germun bodies,

During the attack on Hill 609, enemy planss made their appearance on
two ogcasions., In the second and last attack the planes passed over the
Battalion poaitions at a very low altitude, However, no duamage was ine
£flioted,

The following casualties were suffered by the battalion in the attack
and ccoupation of Hill 609s

=20

8%aff Sergeant Dogald G, Murphy Eilled

Sorgeant Ambrogse L, Kueper Killed \

Sergeent Alvert J, Smith Killed | .

Pv4 Pirst Class Samel A, Pugcio Xillea |
Private © Alezandor A. Chrisrems  Killad |
Seygoant william Pope wounded o \\
Sevavent Carl J, Koeala vounded f\\ ‘
Qurporal Robert Jo Gilliam Wounded i\
Prvd Pirst Class Robext J. Sykes . Wounded g
et Firat Clases John A, Foter Wounded

¥t Tirat Oless Anthony Miohels Wwounded

Prt Piret Olass Morril) D, Cox Wounded

Pvt Piyet Class Lolyd R, Hakonson Wounded

Private Clement A Hannon Weundod

Frivate John ¥, Volls voynded

Private Charles ¥, Offenbachay wounded
" Private John G, Wenszel Vounded

Private Richard HameX Wounded

Private Ab2l H, Iarsoueante Younded

Sompeny "B®
Gorperal Richard L, Remetoh mi1led
Pvt Flrst Class Goerge a. Jannsen Killed
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The first attack, on April 30th, by the lst Battalion, 135%th Inf-
antry to take Hill 531 had been unseccessful and several enemy counter-

. thrusts -had been beaten dback, Another attack was planned for 1530

hours with the miesion to seize and hold Hill 531, The Roman R:lns
southeast of 609, and Hill 455, Just as the attack was to astart, the
enemy began a coutérattack with a force estimated to be about a Regiment,
Lietenant Colonel Miller, lst Battalion Commander, ordered his troops

to go forward and then directed full division artillery against the
euemy attaok, successfully breaking #t up., The lst Battalion's advance
was very slow and costly and only two platoons of Company "A" were able
to'advancé to the top of the northwest tip of Hill 531, Meanwhile the
3rd Battalion, at 0600 hours the 30th of April, with three companies

on line and a company of tanks supporting, renswed‘fhe attack., One
troublesome machine gun an the right flank was eliminated by Company "K".
And the Battalion, using assault small arms fire very effectively,
advanced under compafatively light small arms fire from the enemy. Th-
roughout the day the companies were engaged in searching out luking ene-
my snipers, Vhile this mopping up was progressing, parts of Companies
"K* and "I" directed gheir small arms fire toward Hill 531 on their right
flank to ald our First Battalion in taking its objective.

Meanwhile the 3rd Battalion had sent a combat patrol of platoon -
strength up the goat trail which the German defenders thought was not a
feasible means of approaching their positions and took the stubborn men
of the "BARENTHIN" regiment by surprise from the rear! Tempo:aril&
stunned, the enemy was quickly overcome and an Allied obeservation pdst ,
was se¥ up on top of 609 by 1540 hours., Moet enemy activity seemed to
have ended. ‘

On the 30%!. of April, 1943, the 2nd Battalion, 168th Infantry was in
an agsembly axrea attached to the 133rd Infantry., At 1430 hours Major
Bird C.,0. 2nd Battalion, '168th Infantry recéivéd.orddrs- to move the Bat-
tellon to a new area and send an officer to contact Colonel Vard, Com-

(" manding 0fficer, 135th Infantry, om hill 531. The orders stated the
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~ I z.f.‘ HEG IMEHT Qm’ﬂ)
W was to be detached from 133ra Infantry and

the pmm gerted moving at 1600 hours and olosed in an new
WW aréa at 1730 hours, just south of M1l 609, 14, Hally, Co, "E®
was oont t0 condacd Colgpel Ward on Mill 531 wut 4if not make contaot,
He was %old, Colonol Ward wes back at his Regimental CsP, By this tims
the Baftalion had wire commmioations in aid NMajor Bird received a call
from Colonsl Waxd, telling him to come back down on the road and meet
Eajor Everest, Exsoutive Officer 135th Infaniry, alout 800 yards baok,
This he aid, but after walkin adbout 8 miles, was unable %o f£in4 Major
Everoats I contacted Roar C,P, of 3rd Batbtalion, 1)5th Infentry,
ee;:u.odh through to Coloansl vard, Then caught a ride with the 3rd Battalio
adjutant and met Major Bverest along the road, They moved along the
road towhere thoy oculd see the right (south) aide of Bil1 609, aud,
Major Everest gave the mission for the 2nd Batialion %0 Major Nird,

AS 2300 hours, the 2nd Dattalion, 168th Infantyy was to move fow.
werd and Pelia¥ing the 3rd Battalion, 1)5th Iafantry on the right half
of 609y move over the ridge between 609 and 531, clearing the ridge of
enemy and clsering the north and northeast slopes of Hill 609 of enipera,
then take up a defensive position on the north and northeast side of B11)
609y ropelliing all counberattasks ia their arca, Thon thay were 6 make
contaot with she 1ot Babttelion, 133rd Infantry on thedr leoft and the
1s% Battalion, 135th Iafantry on their right. It was t00 late im the
day 0 make a ground reconnalscancs @0 Major Bird made a visual and
map resonnaiscance from the road. A patrol was sent %0 contact t> 9 3rd
Battalion, 135th Infantry and arrange for the 2nd Babdtalion of the 166th
Infantyy to move in. ' )

Rations wore brought up after derk, the men ate supper and than
reatod while waiting for the patrol to retun, A% approximately 2300
hours Major Bird led the Dattalion on to 609. IS was a very dark atght
and the traveling was slow, Upon arriving ab the back side of Hill 609
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PS8 IV - HISTORY OF 135700 INFANTHY REGDILT (Cont'd)

Major Aird could not f£ind the Sattalion Comn ading Officer, ird Jettaliop
135th Infantry. lie -oatuct: d 5010 onlisted en of the jrd lattallion,
135th Infantry, who did not know whore their 3attalion Commanding Officer
wasy but told him they had withdrawn from the top of 609 because of our
own artillery landing some short ones on topy end on the forward slope,
aome of whioch landed after we lad taken positions, Major 3ird acoomw
paniod by Sgte Zink of Co, "F" mede a reconnaissancc around to the forwan
slopes of 609, returned and gsave his orders to the conmpany comnanders,

Company "P" moved around %0 the forvard side with Company "G" on
their right, extending around the right side., Company "r" want into
supporte At this time heuvy clouds hod covered the hill and it was so
dark yom eould s-e only three fedt, As Company "F" moved into poosition
they heard German voices and motor vehicles ia the low ground forward of
the hills. Come of the Germans came on up the 111, ran into our men,
caused some ooafusion, although no shots were fired. T.t, Good, Commanding
Officer, Compeny "F" ordered his ocompany to pull farther up the hill,
In the confusion some of his 1sn, also some Company "G" came to the haok
d8ide of the 1111 through the “attalion forw .rd Comnand loot, where thay

ware s¥opped by Major 3ird and Captaln RKeynolds wnd nent back around to
thier oompanias,

I% was no dark our mea cud the Germans couldn't tell ench oth- r exgcept
by speech, The Germans seemed coafused and diaappee.x?d back dovn the hill
without a shot being fired. Our men took up hasty positions and just at
daylight spotted betvween YO und 100 Germans advenoing up the hill in
front of Co, "P", The platoon lenders of <o, "T" le.t them edvance to
witidin 100 yurds before giving the command to open fire, This opening
fire accounted for i« lurge wwumber of Germwns :.nd pian 4 the rest to tue
ground, lHowever thé strength of their platoons was so low, Lt Good
agked for «n additional platoon. !Major 3ird ordered one rlatoon frm "o,
"" to Cos "F" and under Co, "F"'s coverinyg fire -oved around %o the
extrgana left of their :;ositioa,

muring the mixup before daylight meveral Germans hud reached the top
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of ths hill and began emiping at some of us a.loag the right and rear
pide of the hill, MNajor Bird semt a platgon from Co, "G" %o the S0P«
Between this pletoon and some 0f the weapons pletoon of Co. "F* alxeady
on top, they cleaned i¥ off. Staff Sgte Leonard Nelsom Co. "F* routed
ons Germen O.Ps and ocaptured the telephones. 1t, Hall, Co, "G" platoon
lender wes wounded in tte face during this sotions Ooe "F" -ith the one
platoon of Co, *E" mopped up 'zhe Gormans they had pinned down, capturing
approximatoly six to eightes There were at least 35 oounted dead im froal
of Coe “F* and it is belleved thas only a s:all aunmber were able %0 4ot
backt to their own lines.

The M-1 rifles and light Machine guns did a splendid job in this
sation, Informaticn gathered from the priacnsxs show that an estimated
Company made the attack resultiag in about 307 casusltles.

Returaing dback again to the 3ird RatSalion; 135th Infantry, we f£ind
"ge Company's position on the left was supplemented by the foremantioned
204 Battalion, 168th Infantry who extenied ercund to the north slops of
the Hill 608,

Ap for the 19t Battalion, 135th Infendry, it contimed Yo atiack
and mop up Hill 531, the Roman RBuina and Hill 45% and were completely
in control of their segtor by 1500 hours, The seizure of these positiona
plaged all of Nill 609 and neighboring etrong poings completely ia the
nands of the 34th Diviaion, IS was a viotory gainad through growing
experiense and agsvessiveness and ranks us one of the regimonbts major
. battles in any wars .

_ In his goport o tho Vexr Dapariment, General Omay BRADLEY, commandifig
11 Oorpo, stated in regard to the fighting at Hill 609, "A otroag onemy
wes repulsed., Fighting all day wes intense and bloody. The enemy was
engaged with bayomet and grenandes and there were many canes of oud-
standing bravery." |
" on the lat of May, the enemy attempted to deley consolédation and
harass the droops with periodio artillery eerial burats. Companies "X"
and "I" of the 135¢h Infantry dug in their positlons, while Co. "L"
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fd‘in'3rd Battalion Reserve.
.. "0n $he following day, the 168th Infantry relieved the 135th Im.
.Zahmry of responsibility of the defenses of Hill 609, The 135%h Enfane
try organized and defended Hill 375 and DJ HARA, ‘The 2nd Battalion re-
lleved the 3rd Batdalion, 133rd Infentry, and defended Hills 342, 461,
435 and 490, The 3rd Battalion, 133rd Infantry was relieved by Bhis
ualt during the night of the 2nd of May, The jrd Battalion, 135th Ine
fantry relieved a Battalion of the 168th Infantry, organized end defended
$he poazﬁon aaaim& the Reglment, This relief was also accomplished
on the aight of the 20d, The lat Battalion, during the darkneass of the
night of the 3rd, relieved another Battalion of the 168th Infantry, and
8130, ag did the 3rd Battalion, 135%h Infantyy, defended Regimental po-
aitiona. Duriug the follawing 2 days, the 135th Infantry Regimen® passed
into Division Regerve, v

The lat Battalion, 1331'6 Regiment was at this time reverted to tha
condrol of the aomandina nge?ga 133rd Infantry, Ool, Fountain, a¥
1800 hours on the 2nd of May 1943,
_ Oon the afterncon of the follswing dw* the lst Battalion, 133rd Ine
famry. in aomplianoe with orders from Col, Fountain withdrew Lrom its
poeltions and moved to an assembly area just mouth of Hill 609, This,

.. ‘the lst Battalion of 133rd Regiment was ebly led by Lt. Ool, Carley Lo
~ Hepshsll, SR :
" On the 3rd of May, the 3rd Battalich of the 135%h Infantry was do

tached under control of IX Corps and moved %o the vicinity of DJEBEL

. WSERIHE and there took up a defensive poslition prc‘égeting the Corps
. Tight flank, On the 4th of Uay the 135%h Infantry uimig the ird Bet.

Yalion vas moved to an mssembly avea about 10 miles east of SIDI Ma-
SOUR, and on the 5th of May the Regiment minus the 3rd Buttalion again
moved esst to the vioinity of Hill 202, The 3rd Batbalion reburned ‘to
Rogimentnl coptrol the 6%h of May, . '
ﬁgﬁ.'gzxﬁh, of May, the let Battalion wes in position ganrding the
~ri§hﬁ.éi§ﬁk Qflﬁhe 168th Infantxy and receiving artillery and mortar
L TS |




. fire; sime oaaualtiea were suffered.
' On the 8th of May, the Regiment was alerted to move northwest of
WIGUI to0 mop up remaining enemy resistance, movement by shuttls wes
@neat 0800 hours, the 9th of May, The 2nd Battalion was leading
s and moved into a hasty defense on H4lla 325 and 350, sending
615 forward which made no oontaghy A% 1340 hours word was
8 Goneral KLAUSER had unoonait:lomny surrendered all enemy
_af Yhe MEDJERDA river and south -of BYZLRTE et 1100 hours,
The Regimend contimued operations to pick up any enemy
h\\t nops was ensountered. "On the 11th of May the Regimen
s biwoues area £ive miles west of CHOWIGUI, The

he had into the valley. Late in the MM
208 atvet-vonbed thg front ses, and salk ‘abous



the vallay mowsd; xz was av*f‘ul fumw sometimes! You see a guy get oug
of his hole %o do simethingy and the next thing you know there wus shellg
hitting all around him., Yosu should of acen some of thome guys take off,?

A personnl agoount is told hexe by Pfo, Jemes M, Hoore, 125 FA Bat-
talion of Will 609,
QUOTEs

"Well, ¥ don't know as I oan %oll you as mich about 609 as scme of 4
riflemon ocany but I understand there's none of them eround enymore, I
wes on & I Anti-%ank gun, protecting our axtillexry against a dank
attack while the fighting on 609 was going on, I guess thad mist sound
strange %0 most of you, beouuse you're used to seeing the aMillery way
down in defilate behind séme mountaine Well, 1% wasn't thas way in the
wide open syaces of Afylom. You newor knew thea wvhesn o Corman Senk
would come sneaking up on you, and start shooding o% yous The position
1n whiok we wers gave us a good view of 609, I eculdn't tell who e,
whoy dut whoover thoss troops were, they cauzht o 1ot afmmemfw
in thier middley and after they g0t pinned down they startcd getting e
"going-over® with air bufats, I8 wasn'S long before we sew & line o0f wee
lking wounded limping basck past oux guns I romember trying to ask some
of them what was happening up Shore, but they only shaels their hoadey
and goemod kind of ,mmpw end all I could maks out was aompthing eboud
Jorzy oountorwattacking, A lit¥le while later some nedios eame around
aakinaif pome of us oould help them got out the woundeds Zhings weat on
that way for about 2 deys., Our artillery which had beeén doing = lot of
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