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Hafors dawm on the morning of the 13th of Jctober, 19L3, the .msrican 3lth Divigton
weded acress tho ralmwswellen OLTURID R&m{.ntmtmorwnmmnmtmaam
ciflenen and maohing jumers dag in along the morthern benk, Although wutar-soaked and
ohilled to tho bops, cur troops Lought thelr gy through ensmy machino-gun pits und fox
noles to sgbublish a fim bazchhvad, This orossing of the VOLTUNNO opened the second
phase of the ~llied campalgn in Ibaly, viva wecks earlier, the 3lgh Division had landed
on tho hoatile beachss of the JIf of SALRRNO, Uow it was attacking a well defendad river
1ina, ' -
$OYIN T0 THS VOLTURG

Wo ape oontermod wAth the astion of the LiSth infamay deglment of the 34th Division
during mn phaay but firad, for a brisf foviewmAftar the 133vd Infanbry had taxen ‘
HENBVSIRO on the 1d of Gwobar. the 135th legimonh had been ordered to assemble slong with
the resdt of the iivislon in wo visinity of MONTI.RCH Oy A8 miles to the Sasd of CASSERTA,
ALthough 'the murch 0 this new area imvelved no fighting vith She ensmy, cotboting the s
soathop end the rough mowbuinous roads was & babtle in 1bsadfs '

mammhawmwmmmwmkmwonmmww
Zﬂthof s tesbar, vmmmawmerw. The curao.of rain and mud dogged the
footstape of om' troops all the way to the VOLTU®O, ‘hon tm 30th Infantry was raumd
it proved. quﬂw a proulen on the 8th of October. any shifding of troops until after
dark wag imposaible, aa Jormun Artdllery fired om anything thad stirred in the vallay.
llown bridges, end muddy roads furbhor complicsted the task of getding mem and oqnm
into the area, ZIhere wero a lot of ignal equipment and transportationy with ths oxsepte
Son of o fou Jeeps, that wore bogyed dowm in the thick miro, Ibe btasks of clearing oub
the enemy, pabroling the river banks for crousing poimta, and trying to keep dry amd
wara in ths vn:tw weather dore impossible, AlL thesa climatlo conditions plus dhe fast
thut the m Corpe needod Md&tﬁom& Y120 a.‘:.eo. to yab seby postponad bho river crossing

£ron tis mgm os %o mm b 12613t Vototer, glving the (aglusnd ﬂfc:gf:“"
sond &P
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tdue to domplete the sasembling of its troops, mc_mnoitar the river line, and sordk out
the detadlds of ibs plan of abteck,

:ong the VOLZUAUD the eneny hsd enbtrenched himgelf in ths first good defensive
positions sovth of HAPLAES, muidng the river tho £irst larye scals obstacle, At LALERND,
they hed fought for euch foob of sunl and counteratbacked rspostedly, but after owr
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beachhaed wns sssurds bhey had oarried oub an orderly withdrowale

on the sorth side of Sh VOLTURIO, K2-SLATNNS broops were awelbfing the impenddng
batblo, tring the days while the L35th Infantry Rogimond and bhe obher unita of the
Sth rgy werd moving up b0 tho river and ecmploting preparstions for She stducky the ansay
hadbmbmﬂa‘bmx;klw mnes, digging gun pids, and organiaing a system of machinge
gun esplagements 8o cover the piver banks with ivderlocking bands of fire, imemy ardille
erymwmmthomostukalymfwmmeﬁmcumafbﬁdgem and moblle
unltey Wold beoh frem the river lino vere prepered bo nove to any throabensd sestery
Then £inellys boford our mon could reach the eneny defensesy they must, nyat,' bottle
tholy way acposs the sEhEb wabors of tho VOL?UANO end wp the steep muldy bank on the
gar side, Thoir only sdventage lay in their nusavdosl supsriority: Thedr hope of quick
auccoss 1ay in susppdo, Tho emamy did nob kuoy b ubab tims ov ab whab podmb tho blow
would comze ‘

In the 34th Odviston sectop, which was reurly 1§ hilomsters wide, tho styeum was
swift apd in comd ylaves desp encugh to cover a man'd head, with atesp banls ovarzrom
7ith shrubbory to the uster's adgo, Ismediately wpon taldng over ths sastary vory sstiva
pistrolling was bagun, in order to discover the best plueds to orosa, bthe casiest hridge
glbos sndy. ospaedellyy the lecation of ememy defenses, Vutvals of a fow mon cvossed
the stresp repestedly to tee%out the .orman positionss careful. study was made of
asrial photogrophsy and imbelligence officers; by nobing direction of Jorman tracar £ire,
aore able to driy 2 quite com lete and ssourate pleture of the Jorman £ire plan, “hdle
this wes going on, supplies of bridging equipment, artillery esmsunlbion, and fuel weore
brousht up on somvoy :fber convay. :surpriée, if wg could achiove it sould bo degisivel
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‘hepatore Al Sraffie near the rivo- had to be squeosed into the hours of darkngss and

20 large ware the noyemorhs bhab only euperb traffic combrol provenbed jsns, bhab mlght

well have givem iy our whola plen, The diracbiom and density of the beofile was so

well sorkad-outy aod $0 faﬁlﬁiemﬂv gooriinated, that thia opa'tatiuz; is even todsy consbe
arbly eito! 28 o model of jood practice, On the mnim of the 12th of Vctober, like

Mmr, bafore the “Jump~off”? 1ot us see how the spring he=d bogeme o 3ightly codled
in ryapact to this “%agim. the 135th Infanmbry,
Hy the 1dbh of Gotobary the Hozlment had corpleted the rellef of bhe 30th Infantey
.tm&iniﬁasemréfthe fronty andy as sald befare, mafmmmtmmww
1ts plun of ctbacks Ahoad lay a jusbled maga of low hills resesbling a olsnched fist
theuat oub toward the high mountalng bo the sGuthpashe &b the foob of thia WL maus,
thy VEL2WRO River figsa 1a en irregnlar half cirede Mke a aoeb protacting a uem
Povbroaa, 1) edvanbagee of observadion liy with'the ensny, lis wguld have %0 bo driven
wma me the rmm Mno of hilley before it would be possible for the i3uth Iutmw
to pub in bediges or even Yo make use of the rouds lo-ding to the bridge aitea, “‘Lth
-the 168th Infenbey on the lagh nedng the mudn efford toward 3:1AZ/0; the 135th Infanbry
vas bo attack on the r&ght hl ﬁm 3 days of meaam&%em‘- food traeps of the 135th P>
Infanboy on the wiehb Flavis of the Mvislon Zound polate to ford the sivers Inmost . .
plesos the steep mitdty banks and bhe sondy bottoms mads use of vehdsles imprastical,
though at one aped near «n old dsm, 4% appeared thet waberproofed vehielos sould oross,
Coly ~obavh 4, Yardy @em:wﬁing GSficer of bho :eglments ordored the £irst batballon and
"3 Sompeny 40 Jead tho wasauld Yo their objestive, the high gmnd behind the villagze
of 3.UlLLS, “hem tilas objective ss takeny the. gecond Battallon azug t0 paga through

and gontinus the advances To asalsh the men in haoping '.0.0thar in the devkness; all
troops «eve directed to wear o strip of white tapo dowm the cender of thalir puockas

un ths ovening of the lzbh of Uctobor a3 darkiess sc;bt.led over tjie VOLLURNO, a full
noN 1030, néhtﬂ.% up the sharp pesk of HOUNT TIFATA end spresding en eerle glow over

o3 Ccmt'd“uu
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the open fields of the vallay, [or onos, there was to Lo no rain, <ho encmy had mo
roason t0 ougpect theb & major battle was impending, Oupr custemary night patrold woyked
their 4gy (10.n Lo Lhe plver, draving an occesional burst .oﬁ‘ maghins ygun fire froa the
engmy bank or osusing 2 ner-ous ierman oubpost %o shoot off & colored signal flaro,
This h.d tean. 3odng on for days, and signifisd nothing out of the ordin.sy to the enoxy
troors in thalr foreholos .nd gun emplacemsubts, :ack in our resr bivounn arvss, ib
was a difforont abovy. Hove was all the bustle and oerdored eonfusion which acoempary
the movemend of twrocpa, Tank drivers sttached to the lagimend, warmed up btheir mobors,
engincers naarbty louded rubbor pontoons inbo trusks, our artillevy men atudied thoir
five plansy -nd leug 1in9o of 135th lnfiliitrymsn marohsd oub bf tholr forwerd assembly
avosas The proparstor; phase of the VOLTURNO crossing wes over; 135th Infantry Reginemt
423 ready to sbrdies ‘ |
m forces of tho leylnept dostroyed omauy pstrols wideh had oroa od %o the

iguth bana of thd 7OLIUANO dlver, and shortly bafore zoro hour @i the morning of tho
A3%h of Jodobor, the 1ot Pavbalion ead Company “%*p 135%h Infambry, wmwm
nated jumping-off yoints om the right flenis of tho 3lth Division fromnd (sed iap abbechod
Lov mtmm).

2 Y 01’15 hours the 125%& F10ld artillezy Bubbalion added 89 roar of its guns to the
thupdor of the rbillory flving =11 along tha mmmwmm fivor line on suaposted
eneny s positidnsy mine fields, ond targsbs of op; orturdiys and 20 0200 hoursy jusb as
Yhousands of othor jrimefeced mon wers dedng, at 3o man other palnts slomg the VOLTURLD,
Infonteymen of tho 3J5bh a)ipped end alid down tho stesp river banks and waded oub inte
She cold, esifb wator, The eneny medd no serious effort b0 appose the orossingj omce

i peab the river, ¥he broops moved forvard rapidlye AY 0220 hours Company "A" ‘erosied

ﬁu::t olow the Jumtioa of the “OLTUANO and camna idveray g lroad; advanolng over tha

plo«wt tields lyin, at the foot of tho hills, anrl bompaxw 439 o ogaing at tha other end
A‘  of the @ imental front, was sending back prisoners ab )250 hours,

- h - C‘m.d..vt..
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+bs firet lemen wag jorscnally cajtbured bty first 4, voa ., . imble, -ommanding Vfficer
of vompan, &%, sho orsonally dtreoted. the security ol the brid e-heud so that the
b&lagg of th: ncom ny sd ht oross,

“hore Jas intense machine-gun fire but Lt, :imble's personal .Jireotion and inspiratilon
of e:gh platoon, spurred the alsulon to suocess, ids leadershlp maldng .osaible the
orossing of the Battallon brought the awer! of the Jistingulshed Jorviee Crosu,

-nothey s.cﬂqf extreordinery herolsm was performesd by 2nd Lt, Jernon ., Harris of
tho 3mme cowpany aho loat s lifa, Lt, Harris was the plitoon leader of the leading
elomsnt and sdthough the burrige of friendly artillery fire had not lifted he plulifed
across the river st the head of his men, in the face of ensmy artillery, msrtar und
msohinswgun fire und gained the othor aidae b, Harris was mortally wounded by shrapnel
and while suffering Jreat pain 1@ directed his pl.toon in orjandaing tho ground and shod
fliores in the :dr to nerk his position, ‘hon Lt, Eimblo came (o him, the dying me

pointod o1b several onemy mashinseiun positons, !lo wag also awarded the mnma\ae&d
i -ervice lroga,

Arother (n# Lisutenant, -illimm D, Jporbard, of Comiany ‘'A%, lsad his platoon im plasing
& julde ropoe aoress the wwift flowing, teeasharous river, emabling the balance of the
sabtalion o orosd, AfHer resching the far side L, iporvart ran into a mins and was

' thrown into the river, Reseued and given first aid, he asd out to join his Flateon,

" but enrcute, ho entered aminefield, to aid a wounded man, In doing 60, he was serlcusly

'.,,: injured by A concussion mine, -ha iMstinguished :@rvice vros+ was awarded to Mb, Sporvort,

i It would bo lepossible st this tims 4o oite all scbs of heselem and She inmumerabls

aots of brawary displayed by men .f the 135th Infamtry during ihis M ed phose of thaie

281lu® record, hosgfor, it oan be noted that ths bravery showm whilo arosiing the

2 YOLTUAlIO, 13 by: Loal of the zerican fighting soldier that has gained him ‘orldewide

Ziespecb.

3 “bamrmle, {4 approxdmately 0250 hours, -ompany 's® was in peeaeaaioﬁ of 1ts object~

5 - comt'deccene
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ive, :lll 131, just to the sest of vhe iittle town . UIL 3, .he lst B.atallon hed ;'130
veache! ita' first obje tive with Company *+" at 2527 hours on the first i@ lime

callel fsr in the wylmentul's plan of uttagk, Jompany "¢ followed u«t 0600 hours smd
swpany o' ab uTld hours, -he balanse of the first ~uttidion crosued the river, and

‘rter msuiralising enemy positions, thob had be:mn by-passed .orth of i UILiA, the Battalion
was reorjand.ed aud prepared to ;o to the next objective, -till encountering not too

sueh oprosition, the first tattalion pushed on toward tis sscond phase line, hortly

aftor dmm, tho onginsers had a ferry in oporation, p:king it .o0s;ible to et light .
vohlicles aorvss the river,

In the early morning hours, it appearo? that the enemy would not wttompt to maks
a determined stand, Inen as the sornin; ore on, enemy mines and fire began to slow
dowm the sdvence of the 135th Infamtry, :the firat Battalion reported at 093) hours
that tank in 46w I sas firing on thoe ferry, and a fo: uninutea later tanks in the
aagg vieinlty were firing on the battallon Sommand i'ogt, At 1320 hours a courterattabk
was roported forming uy in fromt of this Dattalion, The Jivision Artillery fired concent-
ruti ns ix;‘co the suipocted urea, however, and the att.ck did not materialize, Hindsred
bo enamy winafiolds und continually under fire, ths first uattalion made little progress
during th> afternoon, The second bittalion moving up after dirk, had to fight its way
thru a poszet of sormana whdoh hud been by-pas;eil durtng the morming advance, The day
closed with tho 135th Infanbry still short of tho second hase line,

In vegarvis ab this tiue to Canron Company, lat Lisutenant :aul , Ilormen, bLocame
sick on the 12th and a3 evacuated to the hospit-l leaving 2nd b, lean C, Pellows
assined command or the vompany,

continuing thot attack early the next morming, tha flrsd Lattalion occupled il
283, 1ts objective, st 0i00 hours, -hortly after daybreak, l tank ‘estroyers from the
776th .ank eitrojer -attalion mangged to ford tho river, 1laced in hull-down positlons
on ill ..3, tlw ank ‘estroyers were used to .support the alvance of tho Infantry, ihere

wore soveral threastered counmter-:ttecks on the positlon of the issault attalions,
-.6- Jort'deseves



21222 ' DRAFT
PHASE VIZ A3FTH IHPANTAY WBOTMENT HISCORT {Cont'd)

m‘.em of serious gropordtions doveloped, By the end of tha worning the .rea soubh of
the second shase 1ime had Leen cle.red, and tho daglment had patrols cperating in all
ddsoctiond,

pliae and evaguation wes a problem; assault boats were used to take food and
unffios o the Horth bank of the VOLFUANO and to bring basck sounded, A few vehioles
ubls $0 ford tha river and 'ngineors rushed to deudme roads and bulld byepasses
on the Horth bank, At 1000 hours, tho bridge was openad in the vielnity of JUISHTA and
§ hours later, the 3rd Dattalion of the 135th Infantry was ordered to move to the Herth
gids of the river, Al Mng this phase thes ingincers worked with fervor, repairing,
tudlding and supporting Sho assauld troops. ~t 2300 hours, tha road fyem the £irst
bridgo site from the vieimity of JUIENTH wes opensd and adiitionsl vehicles bogan to
oro89 bha river,
REARIUARD AGZ'OR UP_THZ VOITUREO_VALLER
rabzols fram #0® Campary made combact wibth olamenbe of the 168th Infambry, JOther
patrols reached Migway 67 to the morth and orossed tho uppor reach of the VOLTURNO |
to make oomt:0b with the elements of the LSth Division on the right flank, All iaMeoutions
pointed to a gonsral emsmy with drewsl, The major sbrugqlo on the {sgimembal fronmd,
as on the “Avisionul fromd, proved to be a £ight for euppliss, it was essemtial that
bofore the troops eould go further, the Engincera bridge the river so that suppliss ard
aup, orting woapons sauld be brought wup,
Tho second iattalion moved up $0 the low ridge south of HUVIANO and senb patrols
into the outekirbs of Sho village aithout contact of the enemy oa‘m right of the libh
of “Yotober bubt on the 19th, ecoubut patrols on the north side mikil

In a typloal (olaylng action, the emsmy sbtsmpted to halt the advance of $4£)e platopna
by posting 2 light mashine guns on either sids of a trail, such as ar® 8o cammon in
Southorn Idaly, and stationing mem farther in ths rear to lob grenadss ab our troops,
. Agcording to .awy rifls platoon leadors, ilutoon :ergeanto, and koy non-coms,, the §

-l Comt'dyecnsne
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Jormans bad . pordsct ambush with tids sgdeup.

rortl; alter alduight, soveral .ydor, 3Lth dvision on.ndge 3tlll unuble to
30t sufrielsnt sup Mes «ad ‘mmovy 200038 the VOLT. Ri0, poatponsd lans for the attack
T oon th-Lleiiee oanwhild, densvel Jlarky Sth Army somcandsr had received information thad
the onamy tas +ithdrawing before VI Corpsy ant ordaral all 4ivisions $o contimue on
thotir mlaslons withoud delay, Iienarel Wyder, thon, directed the 13Sth Infantey %0 roswe
1% wdvince, -n tho moruing of the J.bh of .ctobor, .ionaral Safiey, 3uth Infanbry
Mviaion damcutiva Ofrigory cama to tha iagimantel outpoat sbow éwfl;;\fzo and plans wore
made for the clearing of tho town asnd taking tho bigh grount lorthwe ¥ of U/l.ide By
1% hours that sfternoon, the sscond Battalion had talsn amd hed cokdab patrols on
the horth side of town <hich encoustered stiff rosiatanco,

Theoughout tha day, our trucys mot otlff resisbanco in the rolling graln floldsy

.-,-."r"

v%waﬂs. snd olive gwovoa #oyth of tho villagae Low £lying endmy planos swopt over ‘
our yositivne and Groppod thodr b&;b locd Howth of AMOWsLe Ly 1730 hours two Gampanies
of tho sooend ‘abltadion had soved up the ridges tovard the objaective, tna toum *Vigla®
noar the | 173 aros)y after surious ongaemants »#idh anaxy pebrols awnl snipers on the
outskirts of vLoum, um;atmlwwdmoawinmmamhymltaliaaino&ﬁt&b
clothos, The 3rd Badtalion moved wp behdnd the 2rd with the migslon of protecting tho
Plght flank from the vielnity of JlJLhe [ho ot Sottalion womt Lnto an asssably area
togth of tao boun aad rseoived considerable arbillery sholling all during the night,

In he moestiuo, the intimtank ains pleboon and tho ingireers had worked up along bhs
road in tha st side of it VUiTUUD to the Bast of .UVIaND amd joop troadls woro beoken
forvepd from nore, yast Lhe bloun bridge W-pus .ea, 19 gob ammunition and <ater ia undar
cover of dariness, I[Hat nighd tho o dmontal wire #us oc;rd.ed forwaumd und the maw
s ond 324 -Gt up baforo dam on lovel land, -ost aproximately u idle, frem WYIANO,
Tho 2nd .attulion obtadned complete tagtieul iur,rise in tula operst . n Ly maeuvecing
the . utialloc nto a sbwining position behind 1ta p&bf@lﬁ wfore the loraens #Hro cward

-8 - :Oﬂ%‘d......
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of its prosence, .uring the night of the 15th, the ensmy sithdrew, and ths legiment
awapt on up the vallay for tho next 2 days, |
By morning of the 1T7th of Vetober the 3rd iiattalion had contacted patrols of the
158¢h infantry on tho left in tho vieinddy of ALVIONANO, The sacond Battalion om H4ll
476 (North siorthwest 3 miles from AUVIALO) L-medisbely sturted patrolling to determine
the likely apots for tho second crossing of the VOLTUWO, '
The lst Battalion moved thru and oocupied tho seocond bhattalion's positions during
the duy and had be=n haavily engeged by encuy fire from tho orossroads dast of JAN
FBR ;JHaNU0, ashioh #as -ast of UHAJONI about 2 miles, Two leyuman companios wore estimated
to b9 in position vhore and the first tattalion requeato for artillery fire finally
ngutrallzed the position, 'ho Battalions wore dirested to oleur the onsmy from tha river
Ano betuson area of Hill 147 up the river 5 miles bo tha SA8 FEDINANOO sestor on tho
zornin, of the 16th, The 2ud battalion took over the reserve posibion of the lst Babtalicn,
naanvidle, . .
shen tho morming of dho 18th areived, the Babttalions had remchs! a line, i1l 20k
sagt of ALVLIIhbo to the VOITURO, Tho tired Infantiymem wure more than halfewsy to
their first objective, uome 2 wiles shosd of tham, ot the baas of the hill-maas on thoir
loft, vas unm.)m; %0 thadr right acro9s ths valley was tho fordidding MATESE Mounbains,
Tho encmy during thia phase maigtea of the 3+ Panger m“mvsm. A un
ahich inoluded in ibs ranks, many soasonod troops from the tussien fromd, In those
days tho Jorzens had ample equipmont of execllent qu:lidy ineluding a mumber of Havk IV
banks; hosover, such had boen the presawre that ouwr troopa had pub upon bhemy thab prison
ers oonfaessed that their ranxg \wm. seriousls deplsded and thoir troeong short of food
and sls.p dus to the remorseless hwmering off our arun.ory vhich contimued bty day and
ndzhd, ALVI)M&O was gcoupled withoud resdstanso and the villaye of “1AIOKI taken Wy

_assault, bho 1-th of Ostober by our teammate, the 168th Intantey,

CROSSINY OF Th

-0 bho evani.ng of tho 10%h of Ootober, ons Bat.alion of the 133rd infanbry moved

-9 Oom.'dnu..
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into our .ector ond pushed zeross the rsiver tiking o cosition near tho blosn hridge,

st oeuy Plrst crvered thut ve were to se ure - bridgehesd sith ons attalion, baeking it
u, wit: .nother L.ttalion, iut this was canc:llel when onceoy tunks :nd sruored vehlicles
ders soen oa33llng, pos.illy for a counter-atine: ln DWAGINT,

e to the thorough efforts of continued patrolling a ood crossin; was loecsted
7ith a hard Lottom where vehicles could oross, and on the morning of the 19th of October,
the 3rd and 1:t Cattalions secured a bridzehead »ith the lst :attalion oin; into nosition
on the left of the road running to ALIFS, and the third on the right followed by the
second . attalion, .

che .orning was foggy and rain znd it did not clear up until later in the morning
by which tine the 1lst Uattalion had by-passed man, of the enemy unobgerved, Leveral
of tho ,risoncrs from the enemy artillery units were taken by this time, ileavy fire
from 7.6 ia2lls and "nevelwerfers®" sere osncountered, and this caused a sli:ht disor-
Lanizition in the lattalion., Buck at the Plord, almost all the 'egimentul vehicles were
Log ed do.m buc.us2 of tue sising suter (due to the continual ratna), It was zt this
tima vab Col, ,éauson, esiental sxscubive Jftleer, personally w:.ded Into the creek
and co-ordinutel the of “orts of the dngineers and the Battulion (lst ) ¢ : A teams to
repair tne flord, .ho surrounding terrain w.s low and awampy, cut with dsep, swift
canals perpondicular to the route of advance. The second pattalion was lead by ®I"
Comp.ry at 0230 hours .nd met no opposition as they dipped down the lor banks and waded
acros; the ic: watac to the lain on the other side, l(he te;iLnental Command Foat «sas
set up a mile north on a stralght road le~ding to ALIFE, i'he attached Company of the
716th [ank .astroser battallon was confined to the -oad, and by daylight had by-pasased
sevaral blowm bridges «nd ar-ived at & crossroad )L kilomster southe~east of ALIFY, The
ter .in of. ored the bti; est obistacle to the udvance of the foot-troops,

uring the day, patrols from tns most .dvince slemamts of the jecond isattalion,
went into the old walled towm of ALIF3 and found it full of mines =and booby-trapn,.
cha ockiys .erasd the s0ift mountain stre?m 418 demnlished, . he atrects aeée filled
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with vibble, for th tosm had becn hit with good resulbe by Bed5's of the Tacblcal Bomber
ale Yorco on tud night of the 12th end 13th of vobober, ine ljgth Infanbry wag asross
Yho siver ond 1t advenced Soward ALLE .. ihe intaubvy wes dolsyod during the morning
a3 it orosmtmmw:?ovit,m,wascutbyéeap cnd swlfh oapalo, Damodition of
bridgzes alowed the progress of "L?{. ?&h Pank Destroyer Battolion which moved along the
popLus-linsd road to support ths atbaca, Tha 3rd sabbalion hampered only by sporadic
artillory £ire and cocousional mimfiama, ortared bomeblagbed ALIFE baford davlight on
the 2uth of votober, ‘hen tho fog lifted unsapectedly during the widdls of the wornlng,
bhe lab llgbtalion was caught in tho open flats soubhuest of town, The enswy in tho hills
above, immedletely poured rifle and machine gun fire on the men and kopt tham pimnad
down wil durk and the babtalion reselved sonsidoradlo artillery fire, and alao cnsount-
ered for ho fireh tims fire fyon the Jlovtien rocket guny the Nib L GHFEM, on the flab
land outh of the toam, (he 2nd Bebtadion esboblishod road blocks sear ALIVE on tha 20th

Battaliony alas, wad exposea Yo arbillesy fire shen the fog lifted, apparently drm B
by the lank Uostroy=r3 guna in ths vicinity of the Cross itoed aboub lg niles southeaasd
of olITi, mamaamww 3rd Bettalion wun %0 go sround the x‘i@&ofw& and
protect tha vAghh Denk of the Aoglmont, The lub Babtedion wag Lo akivb the lefb south
edge of woms The 2nd Ratbalion took up pogitions to pmm the vight flank of tha
Reginant, ) |

| Progross vas made ab a alow bub aﬁeaﬁy paco and ab noony ths 21at of Uotobop, 1Y
enom,; tanks were reported to huve auppedinonourlaﬁnaakon%mmuaﬂdaoftm
rivory The 125th ¥ield artillery, sbtached to She tegimental 135th Combat Team for
supporby did somo oxcellent snooting end the Jub Ubsecvation iilob reported five tanks
- oub of aotian avi‘hh divecd hite om bwo, During the night, tLhe Cormans weve able to work
in the ea;% and’ aa‘&me ghem, Heuvy shelling c.ue in all day over the ontire arga,

Ua the ééﬁﬂ af QQ’BOW; tahe 13,?6 Infentpy moved forward on our left flank to positions
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ﬂ a,ﬁ_w ALIFE; and the saecond Battalion patrolled the river to protecd the left
‘Fhenk of tho 13)vd, and maintain combeot with the 3rd Divieton mcross the river,
uring the afterncon of the 25th pf October, the 135th Infantey moved up %o S.ANT!
AEIELO OVALIFE to pass thru the 133rd Infeptry and talo wp the'ghass toward AILANO and
XOUNT CVUTO, 4 reconneissance was meds of the area sagb o&‘ Se AOEIOy and a plan wug
developed for the Zud Latialion, 135th Infantsy on the loft, to pass through the ssoond
Dattalion of tho 133rd Infarmdry with the miasion %0 socure the road running gouthwagd
af AlLANy by driving up tho vallgy over very broken t,eerain; and flonk AILANO bo %he
South, Ihs 3rd Eabbalion, 135th Infarbry on the PAghb woe b0 pess Shrough bho fimgh
Battelion of the Lam Infanbey kooping to the mountains 40 ths northwesh of HAV: BOANIA
and socure the otjsative; H1) 599 by elimbing the steap slopes of the hillay flanik
s1LAM0 £0 tlis nordhy and ent tho roed fyem ATLANO S VALLS amxéom. The lst Bedtalion
135t Infanbry e brought up 4n tho ves of oha 3Ird Battalion, 133rd SAGRATRE and prepared
wmﬁhm@orammﬁm geoure the 3rd Battalion objoctive. Tharehaﬂ baan no
opportunity for a physdea) _round resonieissance formrd of the 1334 Tufunbtry poaibiona,
The Brd Ba&mun, 139¢h Infantey moved up during tho right of the Z58he26th of
votobar cnd advanced before dem ovor the hills above RAVIICANINA, 4 0530 howrs, A
Mvisiona), srbillery began fiinng duscessdve concontrations that progressed at tho iﬂéﬁ
" of 100 yacds every.& mimtes, L0Fth Fiald srbillery Babbalion sloss axpanded 820 rounds
in 1o iont 3 howrsy Boanthilo, men supplisd by bhe 100Eh Labbalion ¥o guida the Zud
Batvallony 135th lnfanbry to tho Mna of daparture becams lost in the darkmdas and fog
of the garly-mornings b 0530 hours tho Battalien was ssversd 100 yards 50 bho renr
of the line, .non the second batbalion £inally jumped off ab 0505 hours it loft fom
positiona severcl hundred yazds 0o far north, )
coanghlle the third fattalion climbsd slowdy ovor the sooded sruntain-aides above
RAVISCANTHA and AJLANO, Hnemy opposition #as alighd, and the babtalion orossed the
road betweon .ILaNVy and VALLE ARICOLA during tho afbornoon and oscupled HALL 559
~8 300N w3 the foy lifte:!y the sceond 1satt.aliqn 783 pinned dowm by rifle s:nd machine gan
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fice fron A1% 235, rising lass bhan 26 meturs above the bro.en r1lay, 411 235, two
»0b j-"'tm‘v by + shallow saile, aeve: .l asre- in alze, wxi cove -ed wilh Urush and mall
ovar,run3, ;rovided the lermans sith dofilode for tanks and consealmant for Lifantrymen,
corranding the rea fro. the fosthills to the river, <Th: ALIF- AATSILA M hewy 1s
about 1000 yarls to the west (left of the hll); 8 narcow ravine some 12 fe t deep runs
along tha L.as of the M1l to tha right (e st) tosard the west the ter: .in is broian
and tough, .

onsugeasaful efforts weroe maie during the morning to nansuver men over tho open
sround around voth flanks of the seo;)mi psttadion th:t sas inmed dowm, Jno Lom, Ny
a3 able to sork its way around the .Jort:.h and of i1l 23, leavinyg the balince of the
cattzlion _inned down the sntire day from enawy fire coming from the .ooded allus in
fromby |y 30 hours of the sams dxy, the third Lattalion w23 in line south of K1l
199, The socond ! attalion endeavored to maneuver ond plntoon around the left flank .galn
but 1t 7us reyalsed and badly shot wp, urlng thls engagement, Uompany "A" of tho secend
chdeul arfare Lattallion waa sbtached to the secozﬁ vattalion and was affectively
ouployed An shelling THI1 235 with high explosive shells, bub the Infantry could make
no hesdway sgainst enemy fire from the well-hidden poaitions. _

it 1500 hours, the 3rd Battalion ocoupied 1411 599, and pushed on toward Idll L3z Ny
liorth of 1%, Just as darkneas #as £alling, the 125th Field .Arbillery did some ci‘fac‘u.vo
shooting on the rosad running southwest of AILAIO and large fires sterted in Mat appeared
to be onery cawunition Lrainse

The 1lsb :sttalion pas:ed through the 3ed ' sbtadion at tbia time,

.ecnwhila, Jemaral dyder ctiashsd Jo. “B% 191st ‘ank .sttailon to tho 2nd Lattalion
for a comtinuantion of the attack the following morningy the 2Tth of Uclobers

‘h 2nd - attelion preceded by tanks, wes to resume the abtack at D30 hours, but
tho tan.s were held up ty the AMffionlt tercain and the cttack waa dal.,2de . N cbperver
stw troo)s maving wesd over the hill and immediahe],y v, ortad that it had been tuken,
‘ho  t. lion, soon, discevered that these were Jermans who had been south and southe
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@t of tne Al the by bofore, ‘ho baik: sorive! nd trie’ to mows to the rizht to
rtbacr the north nose of W11 235 but ona hit a minad, one turned over and one was knocked
out by arblllerys rallure of ratlo comsunication complicated the lialson botween the
7ank nt-alion and the tegiment, Thut day the 2nd tabtalion #ng asain kept from olvanoe
ing, b artille:ry and intense snall arms fire fram M1} 23}, The Pattalion vas set for
another sttack ab 1500 hours «hon 3 enery tanks were observe! frum the tegimental
Observation o3t on the left flank of the 2nd Zattalion, hortly the-oafter 9 other
tenks sppoared coming from the south o3t into the nositions of the 2nd Battalion, HO¥
Jonpuryy let oatielion rnroseed the road and started wp the hill on the othe: alda,
&wrmqhmomm“,amvhﬂacma&mb&rwdﬁmtmrﬁhfhm.“mtmm
fire’ into the rear of 'u* .ompony causing geveral ¢agsualties, vur Artillery .nd Tanka
engngod them, scoring threo dirsot hits and stopping the movement and the advanse of the
‘ermen Tenke, |
‘he emasy tunka ot within 100 yards of the loading elsmente of the first Dabialion

ghieh muls very close shooting for the artillory, iowever, they were abla to nithsgand
the shelling until night-fall when they were able to reorgeni:e, uring the day, tlb\
Lot betbalion sttempted to work through and around tho morth flank of the dhird Datbalion
to out the lorth-.oudth rozd in the vieimity of PRATALLA, Strengly hold machine gun
cositions in the rug;ed torrain provented this, end at dack, the 1st Batbalion consolide
ntod thedr positlom on H111 S99 and the third Battalion on the hdgh ground iortheast
of alLalio, sarly that night, ob least 1S traeked vehiocles thought o be tanks come down
the road babtween the first and third Battalioms, Four breps had besen seb with Bagooka
Juns and when the vehiglas pus .ed, all four guns failed to fire, The .ntieiank mins
latosm get out with mines on foot ov'r the mountains from 'dll 528 and arcived in ths
third Pattalion orea zb daylight, It was irpossible to it mimes in place unbil aftor
meM.

Ly nishtfall of tho 27th of Jatober, elementa of the Jth raniep !renatiier tegim@n&
on HL1) 335p hed ahaﬂn;ﬁha strength and stubbormess of their vosistancel The plan for
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the 20th, #is thab the L00th Infante; sould some ln behind the seeond battalion Jump

off ub 0500 hours with ong battalion and drive o the uoutimrest seross 1H1L 235, The
aocond s abtalion waa Yo asslst by the fire of all of Abs wespons, After Hill 235 had
fallan, ansther Lattodion of the 166th Infanbyvy was %o drive for the rood noh «md ridge,
gouth 500 moters from AIL:NO, The 3rd Bebtulion 135th Infamdry, was t0 come dowm oub of
the hills and clean oub tha towm of AlLaNU, assish by fire the advence of the morbh
Battalion of the 168th infundyy, reusscmble iioxdh of the town and drive for the hign
ground iost of rRATKLLA, The lst Babtalion 728 %o hold in position on Hill 559 and
protect tho right flank of the tegimemb, ‘hen tho f£ire of tho segond battalion was masied
by tho 1668th Infanbry, It was to assemble wagh of RAVISCANIHA and be in position om
111 608 by daylight which was Horthewsst 1} milas from AILAKO, The atbagk of the 168bh

Infanbry #as ¥o ba preceded by a 30 mimrte, artillery preparabien which was to includs
the town of alLaiv, '

i Pirst lighty the 2nd Zabtalion advisad, thad pabrols diring the night had encowste
amdnoe;m and that small 9fealer? gvoups had moved avound ruthor frealy sinse dam
and hed dr=wm no fire, It was thelr opindon that the Jermems had evzscuated tho poaition
dwring the night and thls wes substantiated Wy reports from Frigonors of Wary AL the |
gohoduled tdmay howover, tho artillery preperation coms dowm and at 1000 hours the roquagd
ward dowmard to doage sll firing,

The 168th Infantyy procecdsd to its objective without opposition f£inding shall
" frogeents froa Amordean artillery Moerall, covering the ground of HiLL 235, leamshile
tim 2nd Battalion pulled buck inbo bho asslgred area, The 3r! Bedtlalion had tha objectdive
Limlbed to bill 325 and had 2 reinforeed sampanios on the 41l by 164§ hours, Thoy

~gounterad intermibttent artillery .nd mort:p fire but no small arms, The lst Hsbtalion
<3 2 oasualtiea during the night, probably from our owm artillery 'pwt.eetiva'

b awrdng the avrningy our {r Corpa bombad i'aTULLA and the road loading out
of ~thaost, .uring the night of dhe 28th of Vabtober, clemants of ths S04
Parar mb passed through our positi ns on the AILaiO=Valld road, uring the
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go geb t rovon to gy the wabtadions, - fler V2w rours, 2. the .Ibh, the in <+ ULLA
wud & & o enad tor asavier vehlclas,

Coiy osmas oy, bhe énd . tuddlon sus ordere! to  rotect Lhe ri b Lo cnd uleck
Lie o L0080 L.d L0 .iiwwwe  sha 1zt abttaldon fus o cove bto the stale ot e of :5_11
L3e and sy, % b, Cire Li necesiwry the :dv.iwce of the Jr! . ttullsn n 111 32, The
300 abballon s to drlve est fpeom (1l 3.5y clear o tom, LF Lot ad rdve
noctiiz st Lo sonae the aese o0 A1l 3ede Arols froa Lhe 1ot .ot 2lion fourd 7 A¥ 9LI
Wiwsswedd oy Lue enogy, S 3od hibitallon woved bima b L VAL and an %o “he 2bjactive,
Juay o i b0 seabuored machine-gun mests ab dack, which thay neutr.iisad with mortars
al ub00ly,

o uiir - osneling two days, Tatlaliona in the hills hui encountersd —an, boobr-
tooos o e Vs aden kot tile 1ab nd 3:d wabonldons sustelued casw.dties,  Shorbly
wbor oot i Lo Hny the  ogimentad djubut, Saplain ror; [ Uroelel custdned
Inurias fror.‘ a vouby beap 1100, as northeest of 4'.naX) hizh reve? £rbm)l on the th
of .ctober,

on the woenlng of thoe Jith, the 3ed  athailon, 133ed nlanmtry noved formiird to
relieve the iod sastelion, 130th .nvantry, [ne relief, horever, -as uot of ‘octed amtil
1l.te in the jay ~causs ot wemy - rbiilary fire, The nijhi of the 3mh and st of
ctover, the Jud  ettalion noved bvo Jun ardes %o ths hi n couni sast of « L LA and the
road not .3 securs fros &i.ll arms Ciee for vile  ass. @ 0 Lha 1H50%h Intante, threush
us oa the clgb of the v .0 ~aipri bl 0ad od tha 233 infuntry on the taft, ha lub
CERL Aiae ubicl vhg wn5lh infsabe % coush bhe ¢ L0 ared, .nd sn tna Jlsb, tae
Bat:allons vors oulled bick iato . assembly accay Shy 4 attalion aa the oath alope
L2 XL 2.5, thr oab o atb dion w the aoubh 3lo 9 o1 AL Lo, nd tha 2t Lot dion
coproadl Jbaly de oowtars Lol fesoozs Vi wn Ll shver deo Ly tomj 20 o .

e g oo.oecd 2224 loewling o threst somewhib treogularly Lo il U
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Suping tho onvire qperaticm, ‘mogt uf tho aupyly #as by hand carvy, ab nighb, vm-yi.ng

‘fyom 1000 yueds to b wilesy and mosb of 1% Lhrough mountinous torrein Wffionlt bo
nagotiste on foob in dwnghm 4th the exasption of the amne Wy or;Anie Lrandportim -

tion fyom ALT.VILiA to Iﬂsxfi’as; ngiLA GOURDS, most of the advanse, including the b ziver

sroasingsy 9ars seonsplishad on f0ot ab gt over newly wads roads and dezolished bridges,

Lhrough mimé sud bceby-ﬁz‘ap.lad aroas, Lany bimzgy it was Lme&sibls 40 £oed ouly one

maad in 2 howrs and bhab ab Mﬁ’ll vound trips for wztbar and food cunsumed as 1omg ea

11 hawa.

Ws this poviod many Koy mié.wi.dnana wore evacustedy imbluding Lt, Coly twanson
etaa&aﬁwb ‘%asimntal Soimandar; Uajor ﬁm;stm; 53 Hajor Shinn, Sxevutive officer st
Wﬂi wmm loguey bowgasy Qfmaﬁ, lancon Oompenys «nd Lty lousery Swd,

saaﬁ-%&mmx, bm&n wdry 2«3 v & mm:m a3 ovecuated after the first rivep
amm #‘m mma and Joundion and dim; wibiin 2l hours, “Ledasey s Woll 88, m'
anewyy a:za basn haké.ng o boll from tha aej""fj?' b ol during Sk shase of the VOLI ‘

tlw mm mm wimvs 0% wow, eomo of won wfe aeuwate skawhsq f
and inwm%ian trom eseaped British perswm.l who had besn ea;,mm& gg

perforeunces d\.u‘iw this phase, &aps of the ared were vesy ‘diiﬂ*
mountainous counbry nade tho reading of the bsst maps diﬁfﬁ.mms
- l? =
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» arpy redng omoathery with fo t111 rdd-morning, further coiplicated the opecation,
Mon fought during the day and narched a _ood pereentaye of ths nighty, iiaimgaaa for
those .2 were foitunate onow;h to keep tham, provided the only ;rotection mtho
cald and m ni s, The officers nd mon of the Hattalion were without f.:‘f-:;!.r Ledding
rolls froa the mdght of the 1l2th~13th of Jotober to ths 3lst,

Tho tggiment remained in the area northoust of (ILAUY for two dgys shdile tho advance
of the 133rd and 168th progressed through lab<I.0L, “ho men received pu for the ,ast
two montha and having blinkets ius.ued, ;ot some ruch neadod r.gt, or the first time
sincs .ctober tho lz2th, the ‘egiment was out of light artillery range, ‘wmy actividy
w.8 lirited to a fow recomnal:ssance plunes and the bomddng; of artillery positions in
the recr areas near PRATIILA, where our artillery had at leash 25 pigeds tirlm from
7 4Af event loc tlons,

iatuean 4t TULEUDW lf:gd the ;i ta Mne, tha enemy had planne! his astiona to saln
ths crostost emonmt of time with the least sxpenditiwe of force, Outmmbered Uy the
allles and £:eolng »upsplor ale and fire power, the Jermans had vo depend on their skill
in using tho advant:ges of terrain. The naturs of the operation, a ;lammed withdrawal, g
onabled them to mike a carefulA study of the areas «hich the, expaeted ths ~egimemt to
cseupy, ln defiladed or dansely wooded groud, their efrective sh@lling showd thap
they hed  riclse raglstroblons on llikely epproaches, ,un positions, and troop locations,
an'® cv.1d £ice on thesse targets without direct observet on, herever the logiment xdght
move or bivouse, the enan: plac.d minas and booby-traps, =0roga reads and rallsays, bloeke
ing the aay around demolitions, in itreams and river binka, and in Yowms and villages,
nabi-porsonnel mines lay concesaled slong hedges and vullas, and booty~brapg were set in
hayetacka, révinqa and olilvo yroves, and on hillsides and toresdes,

{0 oountercct the limitation in trength csuled by comritments do other fronts and
by irevious 108;08, tho anm); had ,.rimacily wied acall, mobile Infaumbry units for thosa
rosr e aotlions, relnforeing thew «ith hesvy .eaions, selfepropalled juns, zhich could
be hidden agalnst salls or aong tre s and quickly moved bask after covering the Infantry's
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withdra =, are slfrectlve and ccontileal f8& ons, e ‘hyoats® held on Lo tiw wai_hts
above he vill. jes, Lroww whlgh they coild comrind (dlied | re.ches, .nd coqor thedlr ovm
esca g, +& they wero driven fron these haijits, thu, countar-it wcked oniy 1f there

#u3 8 cuawed o L osing Jwrther delysg othesdlar they withdres to uslzs ed -oiitions,
waitin: ~Llig s wntll derxness Mid thcle voverants 'r 11 21licd alr ;alrols,

azainst tiose t-ctics, tne 13Uth e irent sz rell 13 th- slole th Amy haud, in
the ~an vu -y of “i hbing, secured ibvs beidgshead ~lon, the cuwious lower V2010000
and contlaus i Lo sdvsnce lospite bie bid weather, e nnd nobt enju,od the nualn oneys
foreray 2t 4he Lot that t0n 13561 nfamdry's sivence alemonds h-d ovirraa several ;un
cosit ong Lelle Ady that the  ermny sere . thderying fister than they had intended,

S Vhe L 0 ooreay Y L L2 nrovided Yo enamy with exosllemt obLiservation for
aebtt 0 ey eonbeal, henever Hhey wlthdrew Sha ermvans eqlolted ths srocinitous
“AlfT, e eweng, ane! 2ich voblelands bo mike thelr telayin; sotion efiactive, From
thasg  oattions, tiheir artillory wero shle to haras: the udvance of ary troops,

‘re Lrugh~eovered hillr, north and north ast of W00 AAVIL )iA, rise frou 400 und
&) - stors abavo 3ea level, rlro, 9ff into t:e nar-o. vallay of thes :A¥INDOLA d{iver, and
then rise to 1136 mmters st -LTO {U)l, v [re t rocky ba riars of 4T 7 Ty J¢XL3
41,83 metors, and uii 1 U (1,052 meters) tower above Lhe olive jrowes around
LJATA RV

vha /ULTL L) dlver 1tself, though flooded furing t.:is seaaon, i3 not to be a
difficult obsticle in front of thw mwountaing, i+ a at the ho:daute ‘s, 1t flows in numerons
strozms, var-ing o dapth Teon 1) to 20 inchas, through elwa:s »° rllyri‘and over a
gravel Lad caachdng o vidth of 1) fa b,

‘e val.ey on botht 3iles 18 sub Ly umy other toems o d L owuni: o couds nd ig
cnva'c's'i e - 0 1ol 4y, vinay ~ds, deshr 1, ant Slive rovese b ()T tARVILT La
Lthe Inta-alvaly cultdvatet walley 19 lous thin Lao wdles weraue U oldans 2 5w
and wer oaa o ke loss chan teo sdleas northeast of o .LkLdl s,

ALY w4, b Pdy d0LSU L
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(n the 3vd of Fovember the eglment .i.a on tha move azaln, marching Tor rdne mlles.
to the wicinity of VOIT33:(ICA as the flrst ste, toward the tadr! croasing of the VOLTURRD
idver, The next day bombs fell in the viglnity of ths third lattalion urea, The anti-tank
Com:ary oleardd a n mber of S-nines fram theli ares and 16 4is nobed that the "ogetion
of vnemy .ainos seamed bo vo wmarked Yr fealing a sunll bres in the direction of the fielda,
The 5rd 3abialion sis ordeved Lo 1vlieve the lat Batuillop, 1G8th ;rxfantry in the vieinity
of RAVI Yilia CArvsdl By and the ralief was eampleted at 18LS aoura, ne following duy,
the th of uc;vmzber. the 3rd sattalion wms ordered to patrol the east t mk of the
FO1TUA to the north to determine ongmy positiona and installablons and to clesr oub
an; pockebs of reslatance, Une zun position was located end & 10-man patrol of lemmens
was vbserve. soving northeast tovard wAQUHIA, The area in tha rear of ths .ixzlcombal
Bomeang io.% 708 Jain bombod c.ausing some cosualides in the sup.orting srtillery, .
Juping daylisit of the Sth of Novembar the lsh Dab alicn began the ipglmontta third orosge
ing bx‘ the 70L2UU0 under internittenmt acbilievy fire, just wsoubb of HOCCARAVINDOLA, - g 1‘:;»
Thet ‘nlght the 2nd Latullon closed into an aozembl; arca south of .. i.ili OLIVETO ’
and received some amomy small arms and mordar fire, Ihe following morning the Jrd
i.ubtalion orossed the river and reache? the flat tround 31;9% oagt of ROCCARAVINDGLA
ab 0215 hoursy the Gth of “ctober,

Un the previous day first b, Paul F, Lawson and a squad of the intelldgence and
reconnala:anco platoon asarghed the body of a .jerman battellon Vommander, killed the
night bafore, his driver, amotoreyele and side car, and obtained an overlyy showing the
surrent Jerm.n defenaive ;-oaitions in the usctor, ‘he informatien influsuced the enbire
subsequont orys' plam,

The +.nnonr umpany succeadsd in -‘;attins.ona . Laboon as'r'osa tha viver but amall
aus, morh. v and arbdllecy fire  revenhed bredr going imto position {mwedistely, "he
snbi-bank wine vlatoon removed 60 “o" minae sureounding the bullding which had been taken
ovar by the %ieg:.ﬁ@ﬂﬁal Command vosb afRec orossing bhe river, Bobth vhe Lst end 2nd
Dattalions sufféréd & mumber of casuslbies £rom personnel ulnos,
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nemy afPoract was active over the :rea on tha Sth af .vember, bub Aid mot bab or
gbrafe our troopa, :nrbiilery fire was Intense aid tha .nd uabislion sus sl jacted o
anall arms firs in the vielnity of &, . ATa OLIVETY, whlch uud not besn cloured, il
Jermans seamad to have done un axcellent job of minlng tho oniire .reae adl likely
blvouas areas and covered avenues of ap: coach were heavily mined ind the canallued

- approasch to vhe enewy were offectively imtor:icted Ly artillery and mortar fire,

5 %{i(}li._&ﬁ A e LA A

| “he st uat”-llon rent forward to relieve the lst Battalion, 163th !nfantry on

the 6th of “ovember in the vieinity of [i11l 553 and was subjected to observation and fire
from a hill «ith 2 fadliar nuber, 609, on the left flank, Thz 3Jrd :attalion sent
patrols north Ton; Lthe ;-.;;3;'5; 1.0 roa' to the vielnity of 411 3351 mnd observed iswmans
osgu -ying 121 351 ab the norta of /1 0LA Juld iy hile establiéhtng éoxu:-nmications
_oeross the river lat -t, :\lbei'b i 18tarson was xilled by artil ery fire ab the iord,
un the 7th of Lovember, the lst Battalion cleare: 1M1l 58 and esent combat putrols
“ po 11l 520, .08t of thesa putrols found nothing of the (.memy._ iobor, 1t e ddecovered
. that the eneny was on tha revorse slops and hence wers not obsorved, ‘hen the 1sb
Battalion nove' up, heavy nachine jun and morbar fire wus sncowrdered .nd a bitter Pight
. eneuad during hich the lst Lattalion took aboub twenty prigoners,
8 ¥rom the :egimental Command iost, eptain rsurice °, .tac,, =2, directed fire that
blew oub t&élmrtar positions on .41l 518, The plan for the ¢nd hattalion=to follow,

»‘ﬁ)h_-.‘,. P

Am support of the clrst, was changed and on the Uth of lovember, a'task force under the
;taom of ieneral Ceffay, asdstant Divisionsal 'omnander, #as orginized, It consiated
r, . :of the 135th; the 776th xmu: 9atroyor  atiallon, and the 1lylst fank . attalion, (he
meslon w 8 w2 30uce ;.‘-“;’: 1 84 Ihe ori:ingd lun for a;adln srossing the MG
and sthtnoking u;.'lf;.UILu from-_the oast was sbandoned .nd lans were .ade for an atiack

¥
along the J07 Vil Ol UHDR HILRL (Hghway. -ine fialds in ths valley therouch Lh a

area wre co~orted and patrols had deternined that undm.ivove! roads and trells lo.ding
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off from the main Mgheay wero heuvidy wineds vm the nighb of L 74h-Bth of umwr,, '

the jud zﬁtta\,i@n goved under cover of durkness to the visindty of M1l 361 and tue am

Bab’ealion muwd inby the vacated 3rd Datbalion ared, prepared to iol}x:w the 3xd. mﬁ 8

th@wd zrewé &ia@ame; conbadning ML) 2.31 on the leit flank Ath onq Pla%aoh 'B;? mox*har
and naondne gun £lres b daylighb the Jed Babtallon attack <2a ppoceded Yy anisst

,,W‘ YT r&nﬁwcsi Ly tha five of Tank Cestrayer and dank Jabtalionsy and by l@thmir&,

,tf.im 34 m&&i&u hud the high ground wemt of the bowmy after daylight Loy, She posits
iaa of ﬁ%& "‘-aniﬁ Easti-oyar and bank Baﬁtﬂliba‘ dore cbsewed and t.he,' rgoceived intonss
b mmmy votigomrablonsy bab the datigs ‘bp mebocdal ond cusualbiss wis ulight, The shorbs
fi‘«ali. in t«ha .aue% Ea%anen area. i’ha aaé Eatztm.uon Wag: !mid np by puegormal rinos, aad

f,‘W 1500 famws t.mg sml pﬁszaf:d tlwough %}w ﬁ«wb «wi.éa of mzm%la am!. hm takan

S paﬁaam mAmﬁﬁi&«y The men rapilded b .f an . .
nlghts wm; i}%xig mm bho enpLy apg.vaaﬁeei ta ?séiﬁ v{'%hﬁsmixg ot and north thrmxgh
‘ ’mmaam, Cbow ma 151% osﬁs&ém m ot Mﬁ'ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬁ 1Rl e takany, Anab

- an f, g i g §§ 4 o 1604h na&in W‘é 7 | '.,; azmu,};@ &?ﬁk ﬁcimf.y o@ﬁ:ﬂl
| asr.gs Qmﬁ z&n.@% amt am m babtelion mowl w@n pas&amz ay e mm gf wr:zrz:mu

worbaty Mhiaa gan m azbillewy fire and dho de".

il %’f .%atm ass :zae :m@ @m
by biae undsy. umami&mnuj, sbout four rounds overy ;5

nidibage Thut z&g;m, & strong
onosy wawgl bram mmuga Cuapaiy W"'a smwi:by. muw tlass rlﬁm 1@4&% dnd. Lt. _
Ul ‘Mﬁ ¥y «&il@ﬁa and Wliled or capbured 1b zsan; ‘?ﬁa fmti«-taw fm&v meaived a dix'acﬁ
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ghe lin, throoghout the night, -.s 1y @il She rest Lo wore st ik paboolling
north 4Ci049 LU .vac sl W wnd wost bo4ard . i oo ald sae . oe wulod vrsugh bhe
C o dned speas #9.3 docateod by driving shwep and oubs uhsuid wnd tue report or lirge ulne
* £iolds north G ...l W ses conflomedy 1t hud Luen reported uy eivillang, Laat Lue
Gelvdid Nad 3 out L10 woptau dning w00, aced,  cha lab atlasion aoved lutn Losltion
on illi S, wad the Jo2 Lbowiion oo,wdend on oJAl 110 oo book'uw. a defonsive poaltdon,
oubnosting ths roud Lrom .o iwe Lo livhe, Jhis positlon wus roccrious, becouse
Al 1Y e v @ aoiti gw. Liw 0Lverd nuse of .1il 1u3, to the .o.&hy Jdoudnubed vhe
pooulon w3 dha latueldlon vas unuble b3 awke contuot with tho »0,bh . ceatoos egimemt
thut w5 aw ;.u.,.a; to Lo om .:l1 10.7, :he wgisant was orierod 1o go into u delenaive
0 .1ui wwt ol SRa o bL llons wuco cciieloned In dupbin Lron the ouliost Lo ~uiilue
w1 e
Thal wew day, Yhe Uunnon womywy fived Y30 rounds on «novn wnd suspecie tasgets
on .11 Li s, -ho talance of the _eriod to the 2Bth of November .ui devoted to pulrolle
ing, »nd after each iour diyu Lue frond ilne cavudion a8 . ullo! busk to widiv. wlli and
the othor iabialdons wovt uy Lo bhe noxt rorward osltion, ot Coupr (diferent tiaes

t patrois wude contact wni on two ocsusions | rlsonurs Jero tulipo in the Lom ol .owesalln,

Two of our vuirols wers challon,e! by jerman patrols in eacellent .nglish
- s ¢ 4 .

lae - osltion dwring che .avdod, was astrengthensd Ly our owu vealeles :nd .~3 nlnes

place. Uy Qthe uins ;l.toon of the .nti-vank jompany, +he .ogluentel -utpost on .dll
3036 Ll sure cxnel.ect fice direction und .wdo accurste capocts of onowy installstions
.jjwhar. thy seathoc pe.zdti ! obusovebion, Jn the LJth of soveuber . 30 wan , atcol from
“the lst ati.llon meds contach Jith the Jormans on 411 7.9, just sust of wih uechy and
robuen:  'oic Tuubl., B8 e nou fice Tijht, b dyyy vha L1 o latocn; ur lhe lab
el 2. Jbuallons sara movsl w0 . asivlons frow Jhich Lhey codid sapy ot the wtbaex of
the 160th on .ili Lluoe kuber, the 2nd atiollon seapous, plus Lho Olew pluto.ns uf
the 1.4 n Lhe 3ed .abtbalions and Ccanon Compaay, werd to blanmkob ths crest of .ils

760 und deny the enemy use of the draw et of .illl 1$0s roe these suporting fires

33_— Cont'd.....
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1100 roonds of 81ui mortar ammunition had %o be carvied by hand and by mules 630 yourds

over a difficult, steep, rosky mountain trall, The vate of fire, besinning ab 0600,
the <¢yth of suvembar, was 40 bo ono round of O0lia mortar every & minutes and for the
Cannon ..umpeny ons roundv every foup simutes, conbinuing umil the fires veore masked
by the 16Bth or 1lifted on 65'697. aring the oporutions 10 rounds of movrtar s mmnition
and 1500 rounds of T5its a surdtion were fired, still rosisbange, in fromd of bhe 133rd
and 166th 1isite] the advense and tlw Bl;ﬁ Badttelion wag alorted Afw,mﬂmnﬁ via FU4.IlLls
FLLIMabY oF the L7154 Juloh in :m;»ym of the 168th, Tho 2nd battalion was atbaghed
~ to the 168%@9? WW employusnt o

buring this parkods (em@s for the ti’ma. the lab Battzlion ceoupied Hill 558, the
aBsailt on SR BGUILA by $he @nd and 3rd Battaliemsy and the occovpstion of the forvard
poultions)y the wajority of the mem b..d their bed rolls and hot msals, This was Che
g4gsd $ime 1n emm' %he {ulL-14Y ov II‘ALIM a&myﬁ&@m that the Wnb bad dhe asilats
anoe of wale pask trainsy The trals Wﬂu&h the m&mbeﬂ.mw ofban winsd, were ewbreuadly
hagarious and difficult, Tho recruited muls skinmere from the Battalion did good work
with t.hia' now typo of vransportation in spite of Yho &'M that mule shoe nails and pack
equipmend ware oxbramsly difficulb to obtaim, ‘fhe oule skinners on sgveral oocasions
ladandeonbwellad the animala thru the lmmmll fixo mdpmmm%he losae!?m“ab}.a
earsoeaoffmdmdammm%m %WWWMWtWWthw 74 and
&b hhab blmo LS of Shem were "nonecombabtents® Leomuss of the lack of mule, shod nails,
w»znuxﬁ.eaum lirse ware oxtended)’ and of nsceasity folloved the mnlo tvails oloeaw
{over the hillay the ohamp culo hooves and sliding, men end antandy on the alippm‘y T
often oub our owm Linog,) ‘

It was impogsible to secure socks wntil ithe endof the Mh and oonslderable foot -
trouble rosulbed, The Baitalions ooming oub of the ME4iEliA HRLVONS area evaouatod LD
- mgn in 2l hours Kor vurioua degrovs and stages of $ranch Lost,
Jupdng 't.bt.-q mbh ingreasing use was made of Yhe Cammon Compeny which fived a total
L. of 236 m\mda; |
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o [iicers .yl 17 anddsted nen, the flrst to be oslevted under the Ltation -lan
calling i'or 3 of one per ceub per month of the tlogiment, left for home on tho 213t of
hovemier, ‘

vy the lst of '‘ocumber, the 13%th was in .ivision twaerve near MINTE 'T1., and tho
133vd vas proparing to abtock | .. ilu m bim right wnd lhe 1E04h ndll 113G, ctheredse
KnOWm o3 by + wkTALus <he 2nd battelion, 13.th reinforce! with adiitiorwl nortrs from
the ‘oglmont, uup;:,orts‘.! the .ivialon zttack from poaltions on the high  rowd to the
eusy of the a';-.t,ending aorth ard south lins between ..LiVihs wnd rilulilia,

1 0By hoursy the lst of ecember, the abttack opuned foiloming a 30-sinute artiliery
vespaeibiony vuh Lutense {ire f&z‘. tha enauy, incluMng hoivy urtillery, rortar, cnd
smali «mo floay lus & largs nuilag of ecsonnel .iuns,  revouted the Lo .Q:,gmen'co
from wivsining tuele objectives, The eremy cowrter-ettack:d fiercely and prisoners
caafi'mul biw presence of the enauy 577 Infambry .i9girent, 305th Division in the L68ta
aoctos, |

un the jrd of .ecember, l9i03', wperal ‘ydoy ordere! that EBL Compury , 13 th Infantry,
move fron its support ositlon in tho vieinity of ilvuls to 11 760 (D3C302) to relieve
one cospan, of the 16ith infantry, % bthis tiws the 2nd battalion, leus 4" Sompany,
wag ralieved on ite jositlon by the 3rd Sattalion and returned o tl'é,\‘ vicinity of MINTEw
WUILa, fhe 135th Infantry was alerted to teke over the 60th sedtor on Hill 110 on the

 3pd of .eccmber, the relief to tueke place on tho night of the Lth-5th of Jecembor, 17L3,

ihia w;zs nsoogaltited by the heavy counter-atiucks experienced b, tho 168th on vhat day,

Gn tho Wth of ecember, 1943, Jole urd, Segbe .tacy, and Lt, Hsuser left for the Command
coub o Bas LU anfastey in tie deindty of o LaCGLTUT (004268 %o nike prell:dhary .
pland, L9o.w oub Wllshis ., ond Lo Lreparol Lo bise over Lhoe Jouzmei! 1ost of the 108th
Intaatrye t 1630: aoura, the hth .f ecember, the jormond . out of the 135th at  UNTAUILA
wey offlclill, closed out and abt 1iQu.. hours 7 8 oper.tlig trom Huol LTI, Jod, -ary
Te /iy oowsanding -Cilcer of Jompan; "IY, was evecuabed vounded und in his place
stopped lub wb, .eld &, Huff as the "old man of Company "1 Y,
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‘meing tho night of the lbire -th of mcenber, the 1356h reliaved tha 1466%h on 331
1100 in the following namnee: Jrd pattelion, 139%h woved forward fraa thelw poaitiona
in the vioindby af cabv W Gl BNNBLA GO id.l.l 1150 and qem)iad the north sgotor, and &b
bhis bime relieved 4" lompuny ahich in tucn moved bto the vicimdby of &an‘n of ¥.NTAD
pragarabory to gojoining lta om battaldong the lat Dattaliony 135th, wavghad {rom
LOWDLIUILA over bhe "L3%th Infantry Teall® on 11 1036, orosged over the JELVONE HUNELLA
voat apd Bask up 163 poattion on hhe aoubhern sector of Hill 11205 the <nd lattalion,
loss " Coupany noved “ran the vielmlty of ST UILAy via Re¥Ianbis gulch Lo the
vicindby of Ul \imm;iﬂn W.ape 1b wos placed in legipanbsl roserve, The x'aliﬁ of tha
165 ang oo Jstad 6 09005 hourd, tho Sth of Jecenber; «nd she 13748 took uy d@ﬁanﬁw
v posibiong an }};.L 12.9 iy Ethe m&immeﬂ. Jub Foot was est blished on the Gth of Jecenber
n the mmf.:; o 33 1036,  Gannon Compary o o in position to mpport vie nemm
Mg, dauached bo the L3th Infantry vas 13" Compony of Y 20 Uhimdond mm-
$0ny mﬁan, uriaxs %o tho ge:bier, had baoh abteshed to the mBm.
Tha 3.35%5 Infathdy Sarnon SRy pag’fam* an aasellemt job with itg hasgassing
ard Lardisbory fires (nis finally provoked the cnery %0 the polmk wiere ho mmﬁ?’
- wibh mwy e&mx&ratiana off coamarawhaary ﬁm in an abmmb iso neubraldze the & vm. i
Qomnntia “thgs biakk o2 ts theo fo1l in the Fsinfity of the Wejtuanbal Gomand Posty
“hite thﬂ 1350 Infuntyy 709 oaoupylng 188 defenolve ;mail,tgim on. iM1Y 110\), the
+ hSth ¢ fyiaim an 1ts Left was wéabing -Ath ouly mediocre mweasdy ia mwir off.‘ansive |

tgednet a k‘l@héﬁ%iﬁéﬁ engny whe poraistemtl’ conuez‘-u%mltati in the aame faghion as was
sreviously a'x::«erier.ced by the 1FEth on Hild 12, _

Suptiadn woberb N 40 .IeOW, arcontive ufficory dnd B '«‘Jazim-, s09 avadunted sick and
thy nand '“’_7 ?.hz 1."” 14g, Hibla i, Frovosd, =3y 18b Esa‘b%alion and Jonlad 7, Dodgey
N:aﬁ&i 'vfica f‘,;"ilmnp..rw 8, were womnded and evasuabed, ‘he siok rube euperlenced

4 +he iy I «ﬁlﬂﬁ in this defensive de loyment on 11 1139 #as shnowmally hig
ﬁmawéﬁﬁﬁﬁl’@%““‘m‘m faqt ad.sting. ..asualtiea #are axneptionslly idzh from
o N -2 ‘ontidses
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enemy morbar nnd artillery fige. Lt, sdeher, who had necfomed -any oreditable deeds
a8 artillev; forward observer with the 135th Infantry, was killed by an ancuy movtar shell,
The enemy #id not escape unscathed as he reseived mush counter-battery wnd haressing
fires in return, ho wos known to have sufferad heavy casualties,

un the 8th of Jesember the <nd Battalion wns alerted to relieve the lst :a.atta;l:l.on
on 'M11 1100 hours and tha ambi-tank .ompany was givem the wmiasion of reiieving the 2nd
Lattalion of ths responsibility of pabrolling bhe main road ab it 3TU (000330)., After
She ralla* was completad the lst Battalion coouried tho Reglmentel reserve position ab
COL: S:4AGSIHT A,

Jn the Atk of secewber the followlng srenoh staff officers from the 2nd -orroccan
Jvied n pac-stad £ the -mand Fost of 3he 135th Infanbry prapascatory to relleving the
3kth ivigion: Colonel dopre, Jorr-zndant rond; anmd Colomsl .ones, un the night of the
muaf ot tha 135th Infardry bv the Frenah, Colone} “ard was visiled by Colonel Yaumder
oon swoyer sb his Comuand Post, Colomdl -ardls mameub ralieved Coloned Hownder eon
Lpoyor's Hogimend in Pebruary, 15L3, ab -IGHON, TUNIsIA, Appangomenta wore made for all
gpmardtion on position, mules, and equipment exclusive 0 *Z,Pa” orgemd sxtiomal equipment,
to b turned over -to tho “rench, The first ,hasa of tho relief of the 1358h by alomemts
of tho 2méd dorrosecan Xviaimn nas omnpleted on tho right of the SthelQth of lacembor, i:s
19k3, ub 0305 hours, the 1Oth of manber. 1943, She st and ird Bsbtalions of tho 13531:'
boing rellaved first, &+t tids time the command of the sector ' assad to the irenchy The

2nd Pattalion of the 135th relioved this night made a road mm.'a_ch taprsagh FIJ IRIAKD and

#0557::1 0 an agsembly nraa in the visinity of . ARIA OLIV:RO, The 3zd battalion

apcived in tha a4 w@mbly area «t 06154 hours and sss the last of the 2 Fabtailons Vo arrive,

Saptain John 7, lyons, vamranding vfricgr Sumpary *4" heeams gick and -had to bo ev.aogmted.
‘he following rdght, the 10th-l1th of "gaem'er, the 2nd Zabtalion wug relieved on

position by elamemte of the <nd L‘orroncm'\ Mvision, ‘rhe relief storted 2t 20004 houra

and was commlated st <ll0. houwrs, The 2nd -sttelion closed imbo itd assembly srea at

3, baHIA OLIVZS g 02304 hours, tha lst of Docember, 1943s Col. “erd remained with the

- 7?7 - Conb'decens
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anch ﬁ'or 2k hourg aftar the relief had been consumated an! was vigited by Solonsl

Wﬁ" con Jroyer Gammnding offioer of the 2nd legimenb thit relleved the 135th Imfantry,

¢pl, ien W, Nortonm mth PA patialdon holder of the .Alver itary forward observer with
leaing lofartry clements, deecrib@a a small part of .ONFBqUILa,
QUOT ¢ 7 ' ) '

"slsersble 18 no way to deaoribo the witber of 19k3} Fhen 1t didn't rain or arow
there wag always s cold wind bYlowing, You'd get wet and sday thet way for a week ab a timoe
in Movester wnd .ecerber, 1913, we were still sord of umpropared 1 gusss, for mounbain
£izhting, o didn't even have tho riht idnd of odothing, for it, Y%a didn't oven hwuve
aonbat booty, and a guy was luchy if ha had a field jacket to wear, I was with our YOS
all during that tizs and we were jenarally wibh one of the abtaclking rifls Oonmanwe. ; 7

fyom enamy astion, ub don't think that we weve'nt seoing eaatiqn‘ Albhough thew novar
4ot much publiclty the babttlos we hed ad FaHTAKD and sUNPEWUILL were plenty rough, Jorry
had a8 lob of miarytho'se daysy and he did not spare us any of it, Hs ploked up our
'8 soveral times and we really osught holl, 09391'63 tha bad weasdher and sverything
else, wo kept pushdng the Jormena buck every dgy, ovon though they were alvays couubepe
atvacldnge | wds sskad vhat { remember éoss eloarly about thin period, <“oll, I romesbor

loba of tiulngs preity olearly, but the thing I like most to forgeb @as = cold can f
‘Vogotablo lHashy L ute on ths 10th sbralght da- of eabing "Cu9ta,®

st <eorgesnd etland from this togiment tells hore of VOIi i,

SR '
"l w8y usked raecently if I remembered enough about tho erossing of the VOLT Uiy

%0 'get up hove and guy a fes things about it, .0 I revesber it? Hall, L don't think

- 1 could forged it AF I tried, Ve jumpaed of{ to cross the Vv LTU MU on the might of the
. 33%h of Ootoﬁar; W were initinlly in reserve following behind Jompany "a%, oll vou
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know o7 ho%e rosarve -aal.s 08, " ommargy oot L Lot of hell fra armr wort .ra,
nban o1 to savh bhrough them and rat nemasi, ana offlnep foom vwany 1 vad yyan
across tha slver nd tied « Julde ropa to the £-r bank, sven with this Judde ~ome & lot

of man mra a4 off thair feot, nnd 7w awrr Yrr tlhe AL c1erant, 13 Livre r:g
wobthdn: thnmt sou could do ¢o haln them, 1t rog .- wvafrd b n? 30 -Aheh "l 3 NI -
where., vorybody was alisoin; :nd fulling in the mid, 2nd jettiag .ost, “ut haf-ro

# had nies than a saptoy of von seross the ~ver, the aky 4.8 LIb up 119 . caendvil,

There #ere tlares :oin: u: all over the lace,; snd troae-~s o+t =Cr38in: avorahore,

“han " Swaoany sob stop od, they were in u minafield, and but just the swmo o vere
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