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The recccurrance of rain as the month of November opened, succeeded in dis-
rupting communications throughout the II Corps sector. Even Highway 65, the $th
Army' s main artery was severed for goveral hours inundated by fleed wa.t;ers from
the Qurrounding hil'l magese However, with assistance Prom the 34th Divieion Head-
quarters Company personnel, crews i'rou)l\thg supporting Tanlc Battalion, the 109th
Engineer Battalion and all men who were not actually indespenscable were combating
pnature. Tons of rocks were lald on the muddy roads and much of the rock had sunk
in the soft mud before the road was finally open %o supply and evacuation and other
high priority traffic, which moved at only a slightly reduced rate. At 1500 hours
on this rainy day with visibility poor due to a heavy fog mass, the First Battalion
moved with the First Battalion Command Post chenging operations from MOLINELLI to
VALLE. Companies "A" and "B" moved from ANCOMNELLA to POGGIOLO, Companies "C" and
"D* moved from ANOE)NELLA té CRISTOFOROs Payday was experienced and the Fifai Bat-
taiion was attached to the 363rd Infantry in 9let Division reserve.

At 0030 hours, the Seeon& of November, “the 135th Infaniry less the First Bat-
Ata.lion was relieved in place by the 363rd Infantry and, reverting to 34t_h Division
control, moved directly to MONTECATINI for a period of rest, rehabilitation, and
training. The Second Battalion, before moving, was at LA VALLE wit;h SE" Company at.
VARSOLE and LATOMBA, ®F" Company at SCASCOLE and "G" Oompany in Battali;:n ree.;arve at
LA VALLE. It was reliéved by the Third Battalion,iié}ord I_nfantz"y, 9let Division.
The Second Battalion, 363rd Infantry relieved our Third Battalion, whose Command
Post moved from VILLA LA CROCE to M()N’I'EOATINI, entrucking in the viecinity of SAB&&DNI.

The final relief, except for ome platoon and one squad of Company ®L® were ef-
fected at midnighte. These elementes were cut off and had to remain in position due

to the rapid rise of the SAVENA River. They were, then, attached to the 363rd In-
fantry. The entire relief was hampered by fog and heavy rainse
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The Second and Third Battalions were billeted in various hotels in MONTECATINI
and spent the first day organizing the billets, and cle'aning themselves and their
equipment. There was much surprise and comment made over the areas because bil-
lets in builcii.nge were m§m1 (this afforded the troops the first bivouac area
where gll elements were- in building;). The S5th Army showers were visited by every-
one and new and clean clothing were issued to everyone on the Third of the month.
Three motion picture shows, many dances and various entertainments were at the dis-
posal of the troops. No restrictions, other than wearing the correct uniform and
extending;courtesy, were imposed on the troops.
| oL® Ooméany' 8 forementionsd platoon"and squad arrived on the 4th. They had
succeeded in crossing the SEVENA Rive:" with one casualty. The excellent work of
Lt. Kramer in getting his elements across was highly commenda'b'le, and Lt. Coleman
é.asisted in aecu.z_'i'.ng the transportation and movement of the men.

The Firet Battalion meanwhile, finally reverting back to 34th Division control |
on the énd, moved on the >rd, entrucking as did the other elements of the Regiment
at SABBIONI. Thev Firet Battalion Command Post moved frpm LOIANO, south to MONTE-
CATINI TERME, 28 Kilometers South-west of PISTOIA. 22 Vehicles moved Headquarters,
A", and "B" Gompenies from SABBIONI, thru FLORENOE snd on southwest to MONTEGATINI ..
AGH gpg DA Companies moved in the same manner on 21 vehicles an hour later at 0900
hot;re arfifing at MONTECATINI on the same route approximately an hour afier the
First shuttl-e'. The Third shuttle of 20 vehicles which left a few hours after First
and Second shuttles, carried the kitchen and remainder of the First Battalion.

The weather was cloudy with rainstorms. The 25 trucks borrowed from 757th Tank
Battalion, 133rd Infantry, 34th dartermaster, 15lst Field Artillery, 175th Field
Artillery, 185th Field Artillery returnsd to the parent organization immediately
after the First Battalion was unloaded. The Firet Battalion Command Post‘was ot
up at CORSO ROMA #3%.
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On the 5th of November, iﬁe'trooba attended to cﬁurch, coniiﬁming to rest,'-
and enjoyed fair weather. On the following day physical inspections were had and
reorganization of the Companies were completed on the 6th and 7th of November.
MONIECATINI, famed SPA, was virtually untouched by the war and the troops enjoyed
the comfort‘of the Hotels and Pensiones. A 1a£ge Red Oross center was established
and in ﬁddition to the three movie theaters fomementloned, a legitimate theater was
added where a cast headed by Katherine Cornell and Brian Aherns pfesented %The
Barretts 6f:Wﬁ¥ole Street". This wﬁs all a welcome contrast to the hardahips of
the mountains. The troopé of the Second and Third Battelions were also paid during
thie period. The First Battdlion had been paid several days.earlier in the vicinity
of POGGIOLO. Equipment in the Regiment was checked and cleaned.

A training program was assimilated by the Regiment during this period of 6
hours daily, consisting of road marches, calisthenica, iﬁepections, the c6n£inued
checkiﬁg of equipment and schooling on the weapons. The 8th and 9th of November
rained slightly.

The Commanding General of the Division presented 2nd Lt. Frederick B. St. John
of the Third Battalion Aid Séation with a Silver Star and Legion of Merit and T/5
Louia L. Schafer aid man, with a Silver Star (later awarded a cluster of the 8ilver
star). The caremon& was held at 1300 hours on the 8th and a brief address to the
Regiment was made by Major General Charles Bolte. The Commanding General of the
5th Army, Lt. General Mark Olark, also visited the area.

A traffic jem on Highwa&‘65 in the afternoon of 9th Nbvember involved incoming
and oﬁtgoing troops and tied up the road.for an houre Trucks were lined up bumper
to bumper éor geveral miles in full view of the enemy to the northwest. The 34th -
Divigion Military Police were ordered out in force and cleared the road in time to
prevent a possidly large numder of gasnaltiess The German Air Force appeared in

gtrength (3 planes), just after the MP's had accomplished their task, to strafe and
bomb ghe highwaye -3~ ‘
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On the 10th, the troops of the 135th Infantry Regiment straightened out thetr
equipment and prepared to move back on the line. The weather during the 10th and
11th was cold but fair.

By the llth, the Regiﬁen}'. had moved back on the line and the Oommand Post
closed in at CASOLA at 1000 hours. On the previous day, Lt. Col. Charles P. Greyer
assumed command of the f{egiment in the abseace of Cole Manphart who was hospitalized.
The Third Battaliow moved to BARBAROLA and relieved the Third Battalion, 133rd
Infantry, in the MT. BELMONTE positions and the Second Battalion 135th Infaxitry
relievved the Second Ba.f.talion, 133rd in positions immediately west of MT. BELMONTE,
The First Battalion assembled in the vicinity of SA3SI as Regimental Reserves The
Regiment,with Company “B", 757th Tank Battalion, Oompany "BY, 109th Medical Detach-
ment, ons platoon, Company "C", 804th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and one platoon,
Oompany “"A", 100th Ohemical'Bé.ttalicn,, attached, passed to the control of the 9lat
Infantry D::.vision. fn ouf right fla.nk were elements of the third Battalion 35lst
Infantry 88th Division and on the left flank wers two platoons of "K® Company and
two platoons of "I' Company, 36lst Infantry, 91st Division. | '

The Battalic;né on the line were ordered by Lt. Col. Greyer to schedule two
aggressive patrols nightly--2 early evening patrbls and 2 late at night. They were
to conduct initially a ‘reponmiseé.nce with the migsion of locating enemy instal-
lations as 'aécurately as possible. Orders, also, were issued for extensive counter-
mortar fire amd aii';xi;iéiving heavy mortar fire from the enemy were instrusted to
report immediatély on German positions in order that they might be included as tar- |
goets in the coun;c.er-mortar firing plan.

The MT. BEI;MONTE area, with its deep gorges, steep cliffs and muddy trails made
the work of patrole difficult and the task of bringing forward, supplies was a hard
one. Mules also were employede .
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Ha#rassing fire wéé'organized from the Second Battalion with 2 Light machine
.guna'from “F* and ' "G" Companies, 2-.50 caliber machine gune with "G" bompany, 4
Heavy machlne guna on Hill 510 firing on the town of ZULA.

Ensmy aircraft strafed in the vicinity of LIVERGNANO to the left rear of the
Third.Battgliona positions during the houra of the evening of the 1lth of November.
Our aircraft bombed and strafed the area forwar& of the Third Battalioﬁs positions.
during the day with fair results, the day being quita.clear.' The Third Battaligﬁa
supporting tanks received arﬁillery fire and were forced to changerlocations inA‘
th; sectore The Regimental Command Post received a little tank fire from the vigi¥
nity of PIANORO. | |

At 0600 hours, 12 Nbvembe{'the'lﬁﬁth Infantry, the Division Artillar& and com-
;mand in the sector passed to the 91st Infantry Division. On this day there was
comparative inaoctivity. The enemy fired on the Second Battalion's sector with ro-
ckets but these were ineffective, enemy mortars and machine gune‘at long range were
also fir;a with no effects A Tiger tank fired into the Third Battalion sector with-
out results. During the day, enemy artillery was moderate. The weather was fair,
but colde The ensmy'e attitudes towards the Third Battalion's positiohs were .be-
coming more activee. ‘The increase of artillery fire in that éector and the use of
8elf Propélled guns, machine guns, and mortars as harassing elements against the
Third Battalion's forward elements was notably iﬁcreased. 20 rounds of medium
calibre artillery was received at approximately 1700 hourse The'impact area was
to the rear of the Battalion Command Post. . Company "M" received approximately 50
rounds at 1745 hours of medium calibrehand gome eounter—mOItar flre. At 2200 hours
Compeny "L* sent out a security patrol to probe enemy positions'to the fromt. No.

contact nor information was received.
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A chief Pefty Officer from the Merchant Marino,‘John Breznai,’arrived at the
Third Battalion Command Post (rear position) to locate his brother, Frark D. BREZMAI,
. d Pfc.; with "L" Company. Enroute to the Béttalion rear, however, Frank was wound-
ed by a shell fragment in the leg and evacuated‘to the 56th Evacuation Hospital
where he later was visited by hlB brother.

At 1750 hours, a reconmaissance patrol from"G" Company went to the vicinity
of BARCHETITA, observed enemy machine gun fire coﬁiﬁg from a house left of the town,
heafd noiéés in the vicinity and returned with their information without any casual-
tiess A patrol from "E? Company went to a house in the vicinity of the peak of MT.
BELMONTIE, found their-oﬁjective, the house, empty, but did not enxer'the house and
refﬁrnad algo without any casualties. During the close of thig period, long’range
shelling was being received spasmodically over the entire area.

A defense plan, known as Plan "Ham" was formulated to meet the possibility of
an enemy counter-attack overrunning-the‘positions in the sastern sector of the Re-
gimental Zons. It was to be executed by the regerve Battalion. ‘A similar plan
known as Plan "Eggs" was devised to cover the western sector and also was to be
executed by tﬁé'resérve Battalione.

An enemy patrol of unknown strength, belleved to have come from BRRCHETTA,
contacted a Second Battalion machine gun position in a cave southwest of MT. BEL-
MONIE approximately a mile and killed,one man wounding_anophgr. ‘A Second enemy
patrol, consisting of 9 men, tried to. infiltrate through "i“ ‘Compeny' s forward po=
sition in about the same area hut were driven off by rifle fire and hand grenades.
On the same night, November 13th, a Third Patrol attempted to ambush 2 winé men
in the Company "I'g" sector, but the men escaped without injurye.

One of our pﬁtrols from the Second Battalion found a house occupied by the

enemy near TORFE LUDARI and observed a machine gun 200 yardé west of the house.
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At 2230 hours, the building occupied by the elements of Goﬁpény gt received
5 direct hits from heayy enemy artillery,fire_which caused & caeualties; The house
collapsed burying several ﬁen from Company "I" and "M" Company. Elements from these
Companies worked all night trying to remove.them but weather conditions made it
imprectical, Outstanding work, however, was dons by the wuen ia removiag acwe o2
the.men; but it wes impossille %o remove all of theam, ‘Two from "L Company and 2
from "M" Company were buried for quite a period before they could be safely removed.

A Third Battalion wire patrol contactod an eneny reconnsissance patrol and
drew machine gun fire. Thers were no casuﬁltiee. |

An enewmy patrol was also noted ovér the ridges between M. BELMONTIE and "church
Hill " (Gorgognano Hill alias Hiil 367). After firing several grenades at Com-
pany HE g Second Platoon they withdrew. .

The followinb day, the li4th of November, the weather contznued the same. It
was.8till cold and windy with occasional rains. The weather gluelthe narked in-
crease in enemy artillery and mortar fire added to the discomfort of the troops.
The Germans continued to use some.rockwt fire when the weather'wae clear, the enay
;ent his aircraft over at dusk and dﬁring the darkness in the area of Highway 65
they bombed and strafsd various targets of opportunity. He was met_by.heavy enti-
airc;aft fire. o

A school was set up at Service Company fo; the purpose of training crews on
+50 caliber machine guns. These weapona were %o be used for harassing and over-
hesd fire. | '

Our patrols sent out on the nght of the 1hth failed o draw fire at BAACHETTA
although they fired in the direction of suspected enemy movemeuts.. Some machine
gun fire was received by.a patrol in the vicinity of a trail northwest of MT.
BELMONIE, B ) |
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Throughout the day, however, the slopes of MI'« BELMONIE were shelled Ey artil-
lery end mortars. Hawrassing fire and counter battery artillery fire fell on all
regr elements. The tank in the vicinity of PIANORO was back in firing position
and the impact area was to the left of the Third Battalion. The P and A Flatoon
and the Engineers worked throughout the nigﬁt trying to extricata Lhe men in a
house in the forward area. The weathsr conditions ruined an almost successful job.
When the men were almost removed, the high wind caused a wall to fall burying more
perasonnel, Hpst of the men howsver wers removed. The Jompany Aid Man, Private Albert
Driver, wae extremely courageous by btrying to relieve the men from pain by crawling
in and giving them morphine. Pvi. Driver was ﬁwarded the Purple Heart and Bilver
8tar, and was later promoted to = T/5 and was assigned to the Aid Station at 34th
Division Headquarters in March of 1945,

The patrol from "K' Company left the area of ZEMA at 2245 hours and proceeded
to the Second Platoon of Company "I" that was up the trail toward the ridge between
MT. BELMONIE and MT. GORG#%ANO. They then went up the main road and were fired
upon by enemy machine guns. The "K' Compsny patrol withdrew and went north of tle
ridge seperatinz the two hills and about 400 yarde short of the house. Two amber
flareg were sent up by the enemy and shortly efter, 2 machine guns fired from the
ridge south of the house. The patrol returned at 0230 hours.

The patrol from Company "L" left at 2200 hours and went up the treil towards
the Company "IM Command Poste The pstrol thsen moved toward an open field and es-
taeblished a liétening post for 20 or 30 minutes. vThe patrol feturned at about 0300
houre on the 15th of Nbvembe: and reported enemy movement in the vieintty of PIANO
4DELL& S8PINO and also in a large house on the north of a draw north west of MT.
BELMONTE., Up this draw about 200 yards, enemy activity was heard.

"A" Company moved up on the Lith of this month to relieve elements o the

Third Battalion and was atteched to thems
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The 15th of November was quite fbggy and was limited in viﬁiﬁility; later
develéping into a misty windy rein. Throughout the daylight hours, artillery fire
vas at & minimum. Machine gun ani Self-Fropelled fire was practically nil incree-
sing at duskbo general harassing fire. At 2100 hours, Lt. Hum;hreya of the Third
Battalion with 1l enlisted men formed e combat patrol and went up near the slope
of MI's BELMONTE to the Second Platoon of Company "I", then down the trail to the
left and ﬁried to reach the house north of MT. BELMONTE near & drawe The patrol
was forced to withdrew when two machine guns from the left of the house and mortar
fire from the left rear of the house covered and stopped their advance. The patrol
returned at 0330 hours on the 1l&th of November suffering-no cssualting,

During the night of the 15th, a patrol also left from "E" Company and raided
& house on a ridge to the left of MT. BELMONITE., The patrol left "¥" Company's
forward poeitions at 21C0 hours reported that an enemy strong point was then le-
cated in the house, and the strength of the enemy element was believed by the patrol
leader to be 20 men. The patrol captured no prisonsrs. A tﬁird raiding party
waalpinned down by artillery, mortar and machine gun firs near the peak of MT,
BELMONIE., The enemy wae extremely sensitive and reacted quickly to the patrols.,
Additional enemy poeitions, including a Company Command Post and machine gun
neste, were located on the lLih through information supplied by Italian civilians.
The woather on this day continued rather misty with heavy rains following in the
early morning. The ensmy was more sensitive than usuale. During the afternoon,
thaAweathar had cleared, and haraseing fire by the enemy innreas;, empecially with
mortars. Early in the morning Oompany "I's" first platoon was forced to abandon
their positicns and pull back 200 yards oﬁ the trail area just south of the MT.
BELMONTE'S PEAKe - The Third Battalion Out Post reported ensmy activity a mile

sagt of éIANURO; not far south of RIOSTO., However, nothing developed.
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At 2400 hours, a ration party, consisting of 22 meh, wei-e'ambushed by an enemy
patrol enroute to Company "1” area in the vicinity of the top of GORGOGNANO Hill.
The enemy patrol, estimated é.t éo men, fired machine pistols and rifles. The ration
party became scattered and disorganized. 13 men returned to the Company Command
Poet, one men was killed, four were wounded, 8 others were missing. 3 dead Germans
were found in the ambush area. This action necessitated sending out patrols nightly
with the ration party to the Porward poeitions of the Company to act as security.
Thie action alwo held up' & Reconnaiseance patrol from "E" Company while at "F"
Oompany' s position waiting to move out. Origimally this patrol was headed for the
vicinity of PIANA BELLA SPINO.

A combat patrol from "L Oompeny, consisting of Lt. Galambos and eleven Amen,
left & houge near the croaérqada south of MI. BELMONTE about 2130 hours. They ad-
vanced over the left slope of MT. BELMONIE up to 200 yarde of their objective which
was the north bank of a draw north of 1«&‘?. BELMONTE. The patrol miselon wag aban-
doned due to rough terrain and poor visibilitye. Tﬁa patrol retur#ed at 0530 hours
on the 17th of November.

Early in the afternoon of the 1l6th, meamrhile, Company "M" fired mortars at
an area target in the vicinity of the church on top of GORGOGNANO Hille The impaoct
area was observed and in addition to the mortar burst there were mumerous other
explosions. The aé.me targets were later fired and flares were geen. Ne mine field
had been rqported, but from the evidence, 1t was con&lude_d, that the impact area
was a mine field. It was not long after, before the well—obaeﬁed church on top
of the hill was & magse of rubble. A sight of devastation fami}iar tvo many an Infan-
trymen who had dug in for many weeks seeing nothing but the enemy to the front, and
the two fom;dabie hill tops, MT. BELMONTE (Hill 407) and GORGOGNANO Hi1l (Hill 367).

Another mine field was exploded by a mule near the small village of ZENA. An
Italian mule guide and the mule wez;e killed.

-10-
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On the 17th, a clear day, reconnaissance parties from the First Battalion,
135th Infantry visited the Third Battallon, 135th Infantry with its Company Com-
mand Post's and planned a complete relief. Activity was on the increase over the
pfeceeding day with the forward elements of the enemy. During the day Germens
were observed about a dugout and a machine gun position on the northern side of a
gully near a house (north of GORGOGNAKO Hill about 800 yards)e An enemy tank, al so
wvas observad a couple of hund;ed yards north of this house. ‘Neither positions could
be taken under immediate f£ire due to poor communicationse.

8ix of the elght missing men from "I" Company returnsd, 2 were seriously woun-
deds Ooncern over the position of the Third P;atoon of "I* Company had arroused
gerious commente. The position was vital, but due to the lbcation it ocouldn't receive
support from other elementss. It was practically surrounded.

Our artillery observed missions during the day-light hours and the Cannon Com-
pany fired hayrassing fire through-out the night,

Beginning et 1800 hours, Company "C" began the relief of "I" Company, Company
A", relieved "L" Company, Compeny "B", relieved Company BK®, ;nd "D" Company,
reiieved oyt Goﬁpany. This relief was completed at.2515 ﬁours. The Third Battalion
assembled 1n.th§ vicinity of SASSI closing at 0030 hours on the 18the On the same
evening of the l7th, a four man enemy reconnaissance patrol was surrounded by a
platooﬁ of "F' Company in the vicinity of an area near the foot of the trail lea-
ding southwostifrom MT. BELMCNTE. All four were captured. They wore white arm
bande and had white paper around their gun barrels; although they were loaded-down
with ammunition and hand grensdes, at first they claimed they came in to surrender,
but later admitted they were a reconnaissance patrole They gave information on
Germsn gun poeltions and minss and said they were from the 6th Company, 147th In-
fantry Regiment, 65th Division. They consisted (the Pour Pw'se) of one NOO, two

Pvts, and one Medice. The NCO (German) hslped direct artillery fire and identified

positions that were questionable to G-2
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The Pirst Battaiion Commend Fost was now at 3A330 LUNGO.» One cgsualty was
reported by "0" Compeny as & result of light hafrassing mortar fire.

Olear wéather continiued on the 18th with moderate enemy artillery fire and
increased mortar fire. Two reconmaissance patrols, one from "A" and one from "B"
Companies, went out to réconnpiter the area immediately in fréni of the Gompanieé.
The patrols reported no unusual incidenta. The following night, ambush patrols
went ou#’from "g®, “F“,.and "G" Oompanies. One patrol to the west of MT. BELMONTE
near & couple of buildinga, ériginally from "@" Oompany, came in due to heavy harae-
sing fire falling close the other two patrole remainded out until daylight reporte
ing no contact. Movement ordere, arrived with the darkness, notifing the Second
Battalion that they would be relisved 4 nighte later, (evening of 23-24 Nbvember)
by First Battalion, 1483th Infantry; the Second Battalion was to move by foot teo
the vicinity of BARBAROLA, and there entruck for BARBARIND 80 ag to arrive there
prior to daylightz24ﬁh November.

~ On the 20th, Company "0", holding a forward position lost poesession of a
houses On the same night, a 20 man patrol of the Second Battalion went within 200
- yarde of BARCHETTA and fired into the town using e maximum amount of automstio
fi;e. The enemy immediately used defensive fires including a machine gun firing
on tﬁa ridgé juat west of the MT. BELMONTE peak and thébpatrol wag forced to with-
.drawa

The Third Platoon of Ocmpeny C" was raided by an eneay patrol. One of their
houses was set afire and burned down. No casualiies were reported in spite of the
inoreasged Self‘Propellad and mortar fire. 400 rounds of artillery were fired by
Division artillery besides 5th Army and 4.2 mortars. "B Company moved 2 squads

to Oompany "0'e" Third Platoon as reinforcements. Otherwise there was no changee

The weather wae falir during the day, but cloudy and windy after darke.
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During the day of the 2let, all was relatively quiet with moderate artillery
" and mortar fire on both sides. The weather was fair. One patrol from "F' Company
went to C. TRESTA, one from "E' Company to BARAOHZTTA to harass the eneﬁy-and then
‘go into ambush positions aloﬁg.tha route of withdrawal. Immediately after the pa-
trol reached the vicinity of town, our mortar opensd up to give Lie patrol protection.
Immediately aftgr our fire was completed, Jerry morsars and artillery fire dropped
on the road covering the town. They, then, put covering machine gun fire on the
entire position. The ambush patrol remained near the town until O400 hours at
which time returned to "F" Company's Command Post with no contacte.

ALl this while, for the past 4 daye, (17th, 18th, 19th, 20th of November) the
Third Battalion had remained in a tenﬁ area in the vicinity of SASSI where the
reader left thems The men in this Battalion gpent their time at ths showers and
in cleaning their equipment. A TOT by the enemy fellron a2 hill east of the Battalioen
area--Approximately 156 rounds of light and medium artillery fell at about 1630
hours, on the 20th of November. At 2100 hours, 15 rounds of wmedium artillery fell
south of the Third Battalion area. Plane were made for movement to a Regimental
Reat area in the vicinity of the town of BARBERINO, ITALY.

The 135th Infantry and the Division Artillery reverted to Divigion control
and command at 0600 hours on the 22nd and at 1700 hourgdthe Third Battalion was
relieved by the Third Battalion of the 188th Infantry and entrucked at BARBAROLA
at 1930 hours. The movement waé in three serials. The First serial of "I", "K"
and "L" Companies left at 1930 hours. Oompany "M" and Headquarters Company moved
2 half hour later and the organic itransportation at 2030 hours. The movement wase
made without casualties and the rear area was quiet. Aircraft was reported due
gouth, but the con&oy moved without mishape The Third Battalion closed into the
rest area at BARBERINO at midnight of the 22nd. The Battalion bivoumced in the

north edge of town, in hdusea and pyramidal tents. The 135th Regiment was now in
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Divigion Regerve. The Executive Officer of the Third Battalion, Ma jor Conrad, went
to the hogpitale.

On the 22nd, also, plans were mede for a ocoordinated tank and infantry attack
on a church in the vicinity of MT. BELMONIE where the strength of the enemy was
estimated at 40 to 50 men, but this plan was placed aside later pending lawer déve-
lopmentas On the same day, the OCommwand Pogt of Uompany V”C" recelved a direct hit
and eleven men were buried. All were killed. |

A 20 man combat p\'ﬁtrol went out from "3" Company to get 1 Prisoner of War. A
reconnalgeance patrol was attached to check for minese. The groups ran into a fire
fight in the vicinity of & building just north of the ridge seperating MT. BELMONIE
and GORGOGNANO Hille They received machine gun, rﬁortar, and rifle grenade fire,
"and were drive.n back before their mission was accomplished. 4 anuaitiea regul ted.
Another patrol from "B" Qompany leid in embush in front of "A" Oompany from 20 to
30 to 0100. No eﬁenzy was encountered. One more casualty wé,.s reported from "B*
Company.

An ambush patrol and a raiding party went to PIANO DELLA SPINO, from the Second
Battalion with the objective to take prisoners. The patrol never reached their ob-
jeotive due to heavy mechinegun fire covering the only router of approache |

The following day of the 23 was relatively quiet. The First Battalion sent two
reconnaissance patrols from "B® Oompany and they returned safely. The weather that
had been nice and fair was turning cloudy and oool; The Second Battalion was relieved
without any casualties by the First Battalion, 183th Infantrye Due to "G" Company's
hazardous positions the relief waa not sompleted until about 0100 hours. "G" Come
pany did not reach BARBAROLA until 0400 hours, arriving approximately 4 hours later
at BARBARINO.

With the weather generally cool but fair, the First Battalion, 135th Infantry

wag finally relieved on the night of the 24th. The Companies moved out individmyﬂl#?:“

after being relieved by the Second Battalion, 168th Infantry. The F’irstBattaliah
. -.1!’- ' K "
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wes completely in BARBERINO by 0430 hours arriving in the foilowing manner:s “pH
Company, He’adquartexf,a Company, "B" Oompany, Oompany "A", and "O' Gompany with the
organic uniﬁavof the Battalion. - -

As forementioned, the relief of the 155th Infantry by the 168TH Infantry was
completed during the nights of November 22-23, 25-24, 24-25 and the Regiment moved
tack to BARBERINO in Division Reserve. Our Cannon Oompany remained in position,
supporting the 168th Infantry, but half the men were gsent to the rear and the other
half were to‘be»axchahgpd'later. One day passes to FLORENCE was initiated on the
25th by thé Regiménx and on the following day, Sunday, the men attended church ser-
vices in the morning while later in the day, received hot showers and a complete
change of'ciothing; It was still raining as it had on the previous day. Yes,
this wéé #Sunny:ltdly;“ When the 27th arrived, it was, indeed, a b;ug Monday «
The rain was domingvdoﬁn endlesaly. However, in the af'ternoon, the downpour let
up and arpérade wes held with "a" Oompany and "0" Company partieifating. Ma jor
General Bolte presented many men with awards. The other Battalions had men decorated |
also. Lt;:ﬂoi.'casti;la Commander of Second Battslion and lst Lt. Normen E. Brown
Second Battalion 8-2, (later promoted to a Captain) were both awarded the Silve;
Star on thig day. After the pregentation of awarde and the pa?adg, the clagaic
Thanksgiving Dinner, complete with turkey and trimminge wae had at the Companies
in the Begiment. On the'aéth, Major R. 8. Allen joined the Third Battalion as
Executive Officer, Lt. Humphreys and Lt. Mikelson were transfered to the Second
Battalion from the Third 3attali§n. Lts. Todd and Hunter left the Third Battalion
for the First Battalion. Lt. Galamboe transfered to Cannon Qompeny from the Third
Battalion, alad. The lagt two days of the month was spent in treining and condi-
tionihg the troopss The training schedule consisted of a 2 hour route merch each
morning and 2 hours of care‘and cleaning of equipment. The weather, for the most

part, was fair, with rain and temperatures dropping a bit on the laast day of the

month. -15-
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Xmeg 1944 - the Third one overgeas!

' The 135th Infantry Regiment was still in the BARBERINO reet area on the lgt
of the month. The training program was very much the same consigting of conditio-
ning marchees and physical training. A rigid program to improve miliatry courteasy,
wés enforced at this time alsoe The weather was cool being a reliéf from the recent
rain spell endured by the many units. The Second Battalion had been alerted several
times to move forward to the vioinity of SA880, Italy. The Battalion Commanding
Officer, Major Kurland, the 8-2 of'the Battalion 1lst Lt. John B. Vauwghton, and the
Compeny Commandere (see end of this phase of the narrative for names) made numerous
, réconnaiéaan#es to the forward area. A Regimental Oeremony on the 2hd at 1030
houre assembled the Battalionb on a field in BARBERINO and tﬁe Divigional Commander
Ma jor General Bolte, presented awards to various men of the Regiment and made a
short talk on the baat work of the Regiment. The General then presented to the.
Regimenb the Combat Infantry Award, and in an impressive ceremony he attached the
streamer to -each Oompany guidon. In the afternoon, a warning order for a movement
was received and plans for future operations were discusgsede Captain Nelson, Firat
Battalion 8-3 went to the hoepital.

Décember 3rd, the weather turned from fair to rainye The FPirgt Battalion Qaa
placed on a 12 hour alert to move forward,but ;aa to stey in place until further
notice. Church services were held and attended by many men in the Battalionse

With a target date for the attack set initially at the 8th of December, the
whole 5th Army flared into a flurry of activity. In compliance with orders issued
the Pirgt of the month, the 34th Divieion began ita regroqping. To hold the pre-
aer;t line in its present s‘tréngth, and then to provide a complete regiment out of
the 1line for the mwain effort on the left as well as two Battalions for the secondary

effort on the right served to make the operation a moet SOWPlicated affair.
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Careful planning coupled with the close cooperation of all elements of the Divi-
sion allowed the shifting of troope to be completed without mishap.

8o - on this rainy day, the 3rd of December, the Third Battalion entrusked
at 1300 hours, "1", "K®, PL", "M", and Headquarters Company moved via vehicles
to BARBRROLA, tﬁen iﬁ a f;ot mévément to an assembly area in the viecinity of SADUR-
ANO. The column closed at approximately 1900 hours. The assembly area iw a mud
hole with about a foot of slush and waterll Pyramidal tents and stoves were secured
to provide cover and warmth on the 4th. The weather is somewhat improved on the
4th being cool and rain falling less frequently. "L¥ Coﬁpany was alerted to move
into the lines es a reserve Oompany, for the Flrat‘Battalion, 153rd Infantry. Re-
connaissances were msde in the morning and at 2000 hours, Company "K" hed relieved
BAR Cqmpanv of the 135th Infantry. Company "K' wae attached to the 133rd Infantry
and the Oommand Post wae approximately 1/2 mile Southeast from the small village
of QUEROETO near a small road that lead out of town. The remainder of the Third
Battalion spent the day on cleaning and care of equipment in the vicinity of SA-
DURANO which was situated off to the east of Highway 65, about 2 miles from
LIVERGNANO,.

Cn the 4th with preparations on the way for moving back on the lines, and
D-dai 4 days hence, the 135th Infantry opened the Command Pogt at CASOLA under
control of Col. Manhart who had returned from the hoespital. The Regiment assumed
command of the 8econd Battalion, 133rd Infantry, and the Third Battalion, 133rd
Infantry less "L" Oompany and 2 platoons of "M“ Company. The mission was to defend
the area west of MT« BELMONIE to Highway 65. The Third Battalion, 135th Infantry
was moved into the SASSI area as Regimental Regerve.

The weather on the 5th was clear and cold, however, that did not keep the mud
from getting thicker and thicker. During the afternocon Oompany "K' received a smalli

amount of enemy fire. However, there were no casualties from thig fire. Ab abqﬂ$’f ﬁ

2000 houre, the Third Battalion, received the news that the men who we
-17-
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the United States on furlough in July 1944, had returned. There were 65 enlisted
men in thie group.

‘ Patrolé were out on the night of the 5th to observe the results of our artil-
lery fire but théy were hampered by the darknese and a thick early morning fog. i
One mornping patrol went out in the fog as far as a rise in terrain (South-west of
MT. BELMONIE about 2 miles and 200 yards off the right of Highway 65), and drew
no fire. Previous patrols had drawn fire at night from a gorge in this vicinity,
and it was believed probably that it wae occupied only at night.

The First Battalion in BARBERINO had experienced a heavy rain in the morning
of the 5th but when the afterncon cleared up, the moralaof the troops rose. "A"
Company was alerted to move and on the following day, moved up to become attached
to the Second Battalion, 133rd Infantry in reserve position. Thére WA8 no change.
for the reast of the First Battalion. The ﬁeavy reina fell through the day.
| Algo on the 6th two enemy deserﬁere*ware brought in>by "E" Oompany. They
claimed they were from the Second Uompany, 147th Regiment, dsth Division, and said
they were always alerted at night in expectation of an attack by our forces. The
enemy soldiefa, who said the generﬁl feling among their troops were that they
wouldn't be able to hold their line, asserted that their food was poor and in emall
amounté ard added that they had been guffering from quite a number of cases of
trench foot.

A training schedule was under way in the Third Battalion, on the 6th. From
0900 to 1130 hours,there was an inspection of all persovmnel, ordnanse, dog tags,
olothing, and equipment. From 1300 to 1500 hours, the subjeot was the use of the

compase, practiced work in taking azimuths to various points, marching on azimuth,

and back azimuths. Both periods took place in company areas. From 1800 to 2100
hours, general orientation and practical work on night movements, stressing contact

and quietness during movements as the subject: This training took place at the
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Third Battalion training area (from dighway & at about a miie south of LI7Z:3NANO
on eﬁat SADURANO, g small village on the east bank of a tributary of the SHVENA
Rivar.) One Platoon of "K' Company plue a squad returned to the vicinity of SA-
DURANO o put up tents for the Company which was gupposed to be relieved on thse
night ﬁf the 6th. Oompany "K" 135th Infentry wes relieved by "A" Company of the
135th Infantry at 1800 hours. The only difPicul4y encountered by "K".Company in
the relief was the mud and the darkness of the night. o

On the 7th, the training schedule in the Tpiz;d Battalion continusd. Froz;: 0900
to ’1150 hours, there wae an inspection and check of shortages of individual clothing.
From 1300 to 1500 hours, the subject was map reading, use of thruet-pointeand grid
coordinates, resection method of locating a position on a map. From 1800 to 2100
hours, the subject was night pa;c.role, kimdg, Cormation, action on being fired upon,
and practical worke - This was done in the same foreme-nt.ioned training area. At
about 1030 hours, Col. Braun, Ass't Divigion Commander was at the Third Battalion
Command Post, diaouésing the necessity of flame throwers by this unit in future
operations. Msr,éoing home on furlough, or rotation, left the Third Battalion Oom=
mand Post for for Division rear 6:1 this daye. The W end ‘¥’ Platoons of the Regiment.
Plans are still very much in the formative stage for future operations of the Re=
- gimente The Third Battalion picked up an old civilian in the vicinity of the Oom-
mand Poet who had no permit. The day was cloudy with short periods of sunshine.

In the First Battalion, Lt. Col. Thompson and L~t. Davis (ass't 3-3) reconnoitered
an area for a Battalion night problem. "D" Company was alerted to move the fol- _
lowing morninge Muddy roade and pitch bia.ék darkness hempered all night movemerr»baem

A herd of 25 sheep was sent up by Division for use in connection with known fo;iv
suspected enemy mine fields. At the same time Division inPormed the Regiment that -
the 0. I. J. (counter intelligence corpe) had picked up an enemy agent during ¥ .
night and hed learned that 16 enemy egents had been sent out to infiltrate inte
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lines in the past few days. Six of them were said to be womén. All the Regimental
units were notified of this development.

14 patrols from the 13%rd Regiment were gent out on security, smbush and re-
connaissance migsions and they reported on the 8th that the enemy was extremely
alert to the slightest aﬁund; They encountered mortar and ﬁachina gzun fire. On
the same day, the Regimental Out Post fired nine rounds of heavy and 3 rounds of
light artillery on & large house in the village of SCHIVANOIA, northwest of PIA-
NORD,'whsre 10 Germans were sighted at work. There were &4 direct hits on the house
and the area was covered effectively. '

A nighfprobiem e s heid at 0300 hours on the 8th, in the Firgt Battalions
ares with all Companies participating except "A" and "D" Companies, who were as-
aumeé in the prebiem to be presente "D Company moved ocut and forward to be under
Regimental Gontrol.*'Ghur¢h»aervioea wefe held. There were sirong winds in the
mornipg,aﬁd heavy fainﬁ infﬁhe afternoon when the wind had let upe.

Oompeny "H* algo moved up'under Regimental control to the vicinity of C.

TRESTA where they dﬁg in all the weapons and prepared for the attacg#hat wag
Vexbeoted:to come any day.

ﬂith the Third ﬁattalion, 135th Infantry, more rain was endureds The roads and
foot paths were almost impassables At 0730 hours, the old civilian who had been
picked uwp near the Commend Post the night before was sent to the rear for screening.
18 sheep was given to the Third Battalion to use in future operations as mine deto-
nating devises. At 1100 hours, 3 officers from the 757th Tank Battalion were at
the 5rd Battalion Command Fost to get oriented for the future operations. The 3rd
Battalion $-3 Oaptain William B. Cole and a reconnaissance party left early in the
morning with Oaptain Venael, "I" Oompanggsxg look over the area along Highway 65
wvhere future operations were planneds They went to the Commsnd Post and DI SOPRA

(e emall village on Highway 65 about 2 milee north of LIVERGNANO) being used by
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elemente of the 133rd Infantry. The training schedule ﬁaa aé follows: 0900-11%0
hours, familiarization firing of all weapons except mortars; 1300-1300 hours, rifle
platoon in approach march and attack, use of scouts, formation used, ani prastical
work; 1800 to 2100 hours, rifle company in the night attack and practical works

The weather on the ninth of December was rainy and bleak. The nul was waking
locomotion more and more difficuli. The Company Commanders went to the Regiment
to digcuss plans for the future operations. Thé Battalion Commanders atténded a
meeting of Battalions Oommenders in LOIANO, Italy at 1100 hours with the 3attalion
Commander of the 91lst Division, The Third Battalion Medics of the 135th Regiment
went out in the mogning to look for a possible location of an Aid Station for co-
ming eventse Everyone wae preparing for the J dey. Lt. Hegy from the 125th Field
Artillery was in the Third Battalion Command éoet to discues plans for the location
of hiag Forward Observe;a.hll Company Commanders made their reconnaissances in the
afternoon for future operations. During the evening routes of approach were die-
cugsed for the coming operationse |

The First Battalion 155th Infantry was placed on a 4 hour alert but theré wa.s
no other change otherwisg in the First Battalion. Lte. Hunter was assigned to’the
Firet Battalion as 8~3. The rain had finally ceased and in the afternoon the sky
was fairly olears

Two men were killed from Compeny "H" by enemy artillery fire while digging
in their positions. Patrols reported no enemy activity with one exception where
the Germans threw white phospherous grenades, There wgre no casgualtiese.

Information was received on the 9th December, from II Army Corps that the
announsement of D-day would be deferred until 2 consecutive days of good flying
weather could be predictede An aerial blite in front of the main effort wae
deemed necessary to the success of the attack, but the perkod, generally unsettled

with consistent rain and high winds, barred such actione
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On the 10th one patrol reporied an enemy outpost near BARCHETTA but the other
patrols made no contacte They were unable to climb the wet, slippery cliffg.
Catholic and Protestant Church services were held on this clear, bri;ht, cold
day, the lst Deaent day experienced in & week by the Regiment. Aircraft had been
" operating all day in front of our lines. The "A" and "P" platoon made an enslosure
Por the sheep thet the Third Battalion received a few days before. At about 1000
houra, Oaptain Gory, g?iaon Officer of the 125th Fisld Artillery wae in the Third
Battalion 13%5th Infantr& Oommand Post to diacusé Communication problems for the 125th
Field Artillery. In the afternoon, Lt. Kearney from the Regimental Oannon Company
was oriented on the situatione
That night of the 10th a combat patrol from Company "A" was sent out with the
migsion of establishing an outpost in a house at CANGVETTA.if it were found uncccupied,
hut by the morning of the 12th it was learned that the misslon had been unsuccesaful.
Although the house apparently was unccuupled, the enemy had it well covered with
_mﬁqhiné gun and mortar fire. Our patrol had planned to place mines in the area but
the ration train carrying the mines to the forward position was ahelléd and four
menwere wounded. Oonaequently? the mines di3 not arrive in time to be taken into
the enemy territory by the patrol.
4Throughout theAday thy_aector was quiet except for occasional hasrassing fire
from enemy machine gune and mortarse It snowed slightl%%n the morning and rained
in the afternoon. However, on the cleaf and cool day of the 1lth, the Air Corps was
bugy in the Third Battalions sector bombing enemy positions during the morning. At
about 1100 hours, the Third Battalion ¥eoeivad 2 men from the Alr Corpe one offiocer
and one'anlistéd man who were with them for one weeke At 1130 hours, Lts Coleman,
Captain Cole, and Meypr Allen went aut to look over possible locations of an Out
post in the comiﬁg eperation.

On this 1lth day of December, the Second Battalion, 133rd Infantry with the

-22~




‘ PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

same Regiments' Cannon Jompeny and Companies "A" and the remainder platoons of
Company "M were all attached to the 135th Infantry Regimente General Bolte had
ordered Company "AY, 133rd Infantry attached to the 135th Infantry for the purpose
of relieving Goméany "L* and part of Company "I" of 135rd Infantry.

'fh& 12th was a féggy and bleak day. 35 ifeplao'ements arrived in the Third Bat-
talic;n 135th Infantry about 1700 hours which was in no way an adequate amount to
put the companies up to strength. ‘

Patrols out the ni.gh‘b of 12=1% reported little aativi't.y in the-viecinity and the
same was also true all along the Regimental front during that day. Artillery fire
was used wi‘bh good results againet the enemy near the CAVINZANA River wést of MT.
BELMONIE. Personnel had been observed in that vicinity. ‘All units were alerted and
requeétéd to relay any information on e*miasing air Observation Pogte It was & ralny,
cold ciajf with visibility zero.

' _Thé weather on the 13th was hasy and coole The Air Corps was busy during the
early hours of the morming. In the afternoon, it rained againe. A contingent from
_ . , 4
each Uompany in the Third Battalion returned to BARBARINO as witnesseepn Court

Martials. In the evening 2 radio men a wire orew atarted up to the proposedlocation

of the Oommand Post in the next operation (MONTEGUGCOLO, northeast 3 miles approxi-
mately of LIVERGNANO)s The men were supposedto establish communicationse. The mules
carrying the wire went off the trail, and the wire was lost. Th‘éy did get radio
contact hovevere Some of the patrols had to be cancelled on the night of the 13th
and l4th of December, because of the inclement weather and those who go out had
nothing to reporte

On the l4th, clear and cool, the Alr Corps was again bugy during the morninge
The Third Be.t.talion 155th Infantry had radlio communication with the propoaed domma,nd;
Posts At 1000 hours,ite Ooleman and Pfc Gibason went on & reconnsissamce for the |
location of an Observation Podk for the coming operatione The 135th Regimental Oomand

Post guetained an enemy barrage of 12 rounds of light artillery fire. Three of the
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roﬁnda hit the hﬁilding and one man was out by flying 81&881—

- The patrols were out in force on this night. There was little to report,
however, except fzf one instance, where 3 or 4 enemy machine guna were firing from
the vicinity ongamWA. In the morning the Second Battalion, 133rd Infantry and "E®
Company of the same Regiﬁeni each sent in & prisoner. The 2 men were talken as a
result of fire fight with enemy patrols and both Gen@rai‘Bolte and Col. Manhart gent
commendatione to the men who had aggressively attacked the Germen patrols. One pri-
goner was from the 146th Grepadier Regiment; the other from the 147th Regiment, &5th
Divieione This confirmed the presence of this enemy unit in the Regimental fronmt.

' The First Battalion held training on this day of the 15th with a road march in
the morning and & combat patrol problem conducted in the afternoon. The weather
was fair but cold.

Company "H' 135th Infantry, less 15 man left in position to guard their guns,
returned to BARB‘RINO. Throughout the time Oompany "H" was in position, all the - |
amnunition and rations were taken to the company by mule traine

Allied airoraft was over again during the ﬁorning of the 15th of December. In
the evening the officers who were home on leave returned to the Battalione There
~were five of them, lst Lt. Ralph D. Stratmoen, let Lt. Robert O, Foster, 2nd Lt.
Rugsell He Reim, lst Lt. Donald R. Johnson, and Oaptain Keith O. Van Krevelen. 4

On. the morning of the 16th, at about 0930 houre, the Third Battalion 135th In-
fantry wasAalerted to return to 3ARBERINO. At 1030 hours, the same Battalion re-
ceived replacements agein. Company "I" received 10, "X' Company eight, and Company
"L" eight. At 1930 hours, the Third Battalion 135th Infantry led by Captain Cole,
walked erosﬁ-oountry tc BARBAROLA. The hike was quite difficult because of the deep
mud. Three or Pour of the men in the Battalion passed out enroute. The order of
the men in tﬁe march was "I", "K', "L", ®M® and Headquarters, Medics and "H® Company.

The Third Battalion entrucked a2t 3ARBAIOLA, at 2290 hourse The weather wae still
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clear and eold for the movemente The Battalion closed in at EARBERINO at 0200 hours
. of the 1lTth.

On the night of the 16th, the First Battalion of the 135th Infantry Regiment
relleved the Third Battelion 135th Infantry without incident in the Regimental re-
serve position in the vicinity of SASSI. Patrols out that might again saw machine
gin fire originating near O0STA NUOVA and sighted 2 tanks in that area.

On Sunday, 17th Decembér, church sergsices were held in the church in BARBERINO
(Catholic)e. Protestant Qervioea were held in the theater in town. The kitckens ar-
rived in iha area at about 1500 houras A%t 1930 hours, the asupply trucks arrived.
Headquarters Company had showers on this day at the 112th Ordnance Showers.

On thie same day, the enewy launched a mmber of rocket shelle and there was
a terrific explosion at an area gouth of M. ARNIGO (or southeast a mile from PIANORO).
Both the Regi@eh@gl Cannon qupany and supporting artillery piaoed fire on a suspected
leunching area near jhe OSTA NUOVA area and Highway 65. The effect of our firing
wags not knowne Our Obgervation Post reported that 18 to 20 rockets were fired by
the enemyput the impact area could not be determined.

The First Battalion Oommand Post, 135th Infantry, was located at SADURANO ( in
the vioinity of i.zvsa&m) with "B" and "C" Oompanies placed on a four hour alerte
Captain Griffinwaa assigned comanﬁ of YB¥ Compdny. It was a oloudy and hazy daye

The Third‘ﬁﬁttalion, 133rd Infantry Regiment (less Company "M" that was already
attached ae of the llth of December) was attached to the 135th Infantry Regiment at
0600 hours the 17th of Decembere This action brought the strength of the 135th In- "
faﬁtry to 5 Baﬁtalions{ Now we had the 8econd and Third Battalions of 13%rd Infantryr:
with the same Regiments Oannon Oompany in addition to our own unitse The First
Battalion, 1§5rd7 Infantry was attached to the 16fth Infantry.

Thet night, the Third Battalion of the 133rd InPantry relieved the Second Bat

talion and shortly before midnight, an enmemy patrol of 10 men approached the posi
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of the forward platoonAat'a locality between OSTA NUOVA and POGGIOLI at the right
of Highway €5, and fired machine pistols and rifle grenadese They were driven off
by emall arme and mortar fire and at 0600 hours the Pollowing morning.(18th) a six
man enenmy petrolfame in even closer but wae repelled with emall arms fire and hand
grenades. As daybreak came, a German Medical Aid man ahd 2 litter squads, display-
ing white flag, ceme forward and were seen to remove a few woundede Our patrola
were‘out,vtoo, and although the wet, slippery terrain features were a diffioult
obgtacle, 2 enemy pereons believed to be deserters, were picked ups They identified
their unit as the First Company, First Battalion, 147th Regimenthnd estimated their
fb-strength at approximatsly 75 mens

wgh Gompany'ﬁovéd up on the 18th from SADURAND and relieved "A" Company in
place and became attached to the Third Battalion, 133rd Infantrye Their new lo-
cation was in thé vicinity.of a coupple of houses located soubhwest of QUERKETO a
short distance. “A" Company moved out at 1810 hours and jolned the First Battalion
in the vicinity of SADURANO. Ocoasional light rain and cloudy weathe? prevailed
throughout the day. A

Notification came from II Corps thet Beanfighters and "A" 20'g would be over
et night and allfanits in the Regiment was notifiede |

VOn'the Third Battelion'e second day back in BARBERINO, the entire day waa‘spent :
cleaning up and getting organized. The entire Company "I" took showers on this
day with "k Comﬁany'taking showers on the 19th which was a sunny and bright day.
Cole Braunu Agpigtant Divisional Oommander, vigited the Third Battalion Command Post
and stayed for lunch. A 3 day training schedule commenced on this day. During this
and the:following daya the following subjects were taken up: Patrols; types, how
operated, 3 hours; approach merch, night marching, daYlighﬁ aporoach wareh, 3 hours;
map- reading, 1 hour;. discuseion of past history and future history of ‘the regiment,

5 hoﬁrs; and swall unit training. The Third Battalion had 2 movie in town at 2000

hours orphe evening of the 19th and 20th.
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On the night of the 19th and 20th, a'patrol of 10 enlisted men and one officer
from "L* Oomﬁany of the 133rd Infantry made their way to a house vithin 220 yards
of PIANO DELLA S8PINO. The ofgicer and a sergeant went forward on a reconnaissance
but becoming confueed, the, raturnsd to the patrol from another direction. The
patrok, believing them to be enemy, fired and wounded the officer. The sergeant,
then, took the patrol back and returned with a litter squad for the removal of the
officer, but on his return he stepped on a mine and wounded himeelf and three other
men. Misfortune came to anothsr patrol composed o® 15 men from Company "I" of the
133rd Infantry. After ambushing an enemy listening post near a house by a crossroads
west approximately 1000 yards of BELMONTE they returned to theierﬁn linss dut
failed to give the password quickly. Friendly machine guns opened fire and 2 men
were killed and one woundede

The same night, a patrol from Oompany "A" of the 133rd Infantfy reachedVCANO-

VETTA, occupied the house and found no enemy present. There was no contact with the
enemy. 20 positions were prepared north of the house for occupation later. Enemy
patfola were active too, and a 5 man outpost of "A" Oompeny, 133rd Infantry dispersed
an enemy patrol after a fire fight at fOGGIOLI.

The weather contimued clear and oright on the 20the The training schedule con-
tinfued to progress in the Third Battalion, 135th Infantry in the vicinity of BAR-
BEKINCs. "L" Company took ite turn at the shower unit on this day. The Battalion
~ was place& on a 4 hour alert but it was called off almost immediately.

The 135th Infantry Regimental Command Post was notified by the 34th Division
that enemy paratroopers were dropped between Division and Regiment, but nothing de-

veloped from this report. The Regiment also was notified that Beanfighters were to
be up again during the night.
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Two deserters, both of them POLI@H, eaid that their Uompany, the First of the
147th Regiment, was in the sector from where the DAVANZANA River crosses Highway
€5 to ZULA. The Second and third Company wae on their left flank and the 146th
Regiment on their right. All traine and kitchens of the enewy Division were located
in BOLOGNA, they said, and food was carried in carts by horse and mule along High-
way &5 whar; they were met by oarrying parties. The two Poles said that an attack
ffom us was expected and that the nightly alert on the part of the enemy was con-
tinued with the men sleeping during the days An insight into.the officer situstion
in the_German army was given when the two explained that officer candidates were
sent to the lines for & weeks and were then eent baoE@d school in Germany for 3
months, after which they were given their cémmissions.

A patrol from VA® Uompany, 133rd Infantry went out on the night of the 20th
and 2lst to occupy the arranged positiona by CANOVETTA but encountered difficulty
when one man stepped on a mine bringing down enmemy rifle and rifle grenade fire from
poeltion in the vicinity of CANOVETTA. One man was killed, two wers wounded, and
one was missinge The poeitions could not be ocoupied.

On the 2lst, foggy and very cold with light intermittent rain and snow, the First
Battalion, 135th Infantry was placed on a 4 hour alerte. 2 Platoons of Company "C"
picked up salvage material along the trail from SAS3I to CASOLA while on this alerte

With the Third Battalion, 135th Infangry on this day the training program con-
timed. Headquarters Company erected a basket in their area and the men got quite
& bit of recreation playing Basketbells Company "M" had their showers on this day.
In the evening, the Battalions whigkey and beer ration came in. On the following
day, the 22nd, a new three day training sohedule was commenced. The training
consigted of inspection for one hour of all Ordnéncea funotioning of all Ordnance

for 2 hours and a 5 hour conditioning marche. An alert for the Battalion to move oﬁ1f;

the following day at 0050 hourse In the evening this order was postpened 24‘50“”9
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Ma jor General Bclie made one of his imprompt visits to the front line positions
going by the First Battalionm, 135th Infantry positions. This Pirst Battalion wae
also alerted to move out on the evening of the 25rd.

' 8/8gt Lauren E. Mathews, of the First Battelion, was collecting dead hodies
(under orders from the Regimental Grave Regisiretion Cfficer, Lt. Clap) with & tean
of litter Leurers zipd fowse € lLodies on a rather high embankments The litier iLear-
arg Wers caryyiazy Lhe Gﬁh budy suay whew o gulde thet vee werlin, villh the Cicve
Tegletictici Cfficer detail, coming toward them in the darkness mistook them for
enemy personnel and ordered theﬁ&o halt in e Bow voices. Due to the fact that the
litter bearers were tired, the wind blowing just encugh tc mufrle ey low nelses,
the night cloudy end vether dark witl ¢ pertiel ncen, ibe 1litier lLearers did not
hear the guides challengel The uide cpened fire, still with the belief that the
friendly detail was enamy'peraonnel. One of the litter bearers, a Pfc David R.
Jolly, was killed instantly and Sgt. Mathews immediately yelled (cansored), Lold
vour fire - You've killed oms wea wlveudyl This was a very unfortunate incident
but in the unavoidable tensenegs of close‘combat, oc:asionally happens. Pfo Jolly
was from Headquarters Jompany First Battalicn.

Patrols‘&%”gut on this night to determine where artillery shells, do%h snewy
and friéndly, were landing, but saow 2nd wud hampered the mission. Jol. Castille,
Commanding the Second Battalion, 155tﬁ Infantry netified the Regimental Command Post,
that he had been wounded, and his 8-2 Lieutenant Noughton, Had been ldilled by enemy
shellfire on the way to the Command Post of the Third Battalion of the 155rd Infantry.

A little enow fell on the 23rd December 1944 Training schedule contimied in
ths Third 3attalion, 1%5th Infamtry area. It consisted of 0800 - 0§OO hours, ins-
pection of quarters; 0200 - 1003 hours, first aid and sanitation; 2 hours, outposting
of an area, duties of sentries as out guards; three hours, platoon in the attack; 3

hours, night scouting and patroling. BAR3ERINO furnished a movie for recreation in
the evening. ' | '
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The Second Battslion, 135th Infantry was alerted to move to the vieinity of
SABSE, again.

The First Byttalion, 135th Infantry "C" Company changed positions with "B"
Company. Company "C" was now located in the vicinity of 2 houses southwest of,.
and a ghort distance from QUERCETO, and attached to the Tgird Battalion, 133td In-
fantry. "B Company joined the First Battalion, 135th Infantry at SADURANC. Ool.
Braun, Assi;tant Divigion Commander, 1napectéd the First Battelion about noon.
Church services were held at 1230 hours. Col. Manhart,'Ragimental Commander re=-
ported D-day wge postponed for 24 hourse

The Regiment submitted a list of men who had been overseas 30 months, and @&
24 months and the leagt number of wmen, they would be zble to opsrats with. All
Jompanies in the Firet Battalion, 135th Infantry with the exception of Company "BY,
had their christmas turkey on the 25rd December. It was snowing now, and very cold.
The ground waa frogen.

"3% Company had their Ohristmas dinner on the 24th Ohurch services were held
at llnyhours. D-day was postponed sgz2in 24 hours. The weather although cold was
considered fair on this daye

A very enjoyable Ohristmas dié%r was enjoyed by all the @en in the Second Bat~
talion, 135th Infantry on the 24th of December. Midnight protestant services were
held on the night of 24-25 December.

The "A" and "F' Platoon of the Third Battalion, 135th Infantry, went Porward
to guard the ammo dump at SADURANQ, returned on this daye. 'The involved training
program continued in the Third Battalion as follows! taores hours, conditioning

march; three hours, platoon in the attack, streesing use of concealment and cover,

_~routes of approach, hase of fire, [ire and movement, observation in detail, com-

munication within small units, clarity of orders, and march and combat discipline.
Protestant services were held in the theater at 1030 hours while Catholic church
20—
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gervices were held in the church in BARBERINO. The Third Battalion was issued win-
ter oclothing at 2000 hours. Christmas Dinner was had by the receptive Battalion
on thie daye.

The temperature had started Lo drop 2a the 22ad Lo Prosziag zud was Soliovel
by anovw on the 24th, December rendering the roade difficult for passage. Vehicles,
elipping and eliding, often plunged over the banks or tied up traffic with colli-
gsions. The roads that had undergone heavy traffic hed deep rute, now frozen, made
driving more difficult than usuale.

It was a quiet Christmas EVE along the sector of the Regiment and the day
passed with virtually no activity.

Chrigtmas day was the occasion for turkey and several evergreen trees in the
sector suddenly blossomed out with baubles and decorations. At 1930 hours Oompany
"A", 133rd Infantry was relieved by Comgpany ngn 135th Infantry Company "B* was now
iocated at POGGICLI DI SOTTO. 8ix rounds of l05mm artillery fell in the vicinity
of the First Battalion Command Post, 135th Infantry at 1600 houra coming from the 1
northe The Commanding Officer of the Firpt Battalion, Lt. Gol. Chas. H. Thompson,
had his orderly, Pfoc. Edward J. Chrostowski, and one man from Company “"B", Pfc
Herman C. Gumpppr, wounded and they were both evacuated.

Thie was a bleak Christmas day and conditions were unsettled. Many men were
starting to wear their new combat jackets. It was the 3rd Christmas season cver~

~ seas for the 155th Infantry and the 2nd epent in Italy with the 5th Army.

On the 26th, clear and cold, the Regiment was nitified that the command of thh
gector would be turned over to the 155rd Infantry em the following day and the Re-
glment was instructed to send a billeting party out to reconnoiter an area near
VIA REGGIO on the west comat of Italy. On this day, the A and P men of the Third
Battalion, 135th Infantry had to return to the ammunition dumps at SADURANO. This

Third Battalion wae on a conditioning hike during the morning. In the afternoon
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there was an inspection of Ordnance and guarters. Oolonel Eraunb agsistant Diviaion
Commander, viesited the Battalion at approximataly 1130 hours, and inspected the entire
Battalion. Major General Bolte, wenmt to the First Battalion Oommand Fost about
noon, and inspected the front line positions.

On 26 December, word was received that an attack by an'estimated 2 enemy 3Bat~
talions had penetrated IV Army Corps positions in the4§i§ﬁEFVhlley. An immedigte
regrouping of the Army appeared in order.

With the PFirst Batﬁalion, 135th Infantry almost finished with their relief of
the Third Battalion of 135rd Infantry, plans were cancelled and changed, and the First
Battalion was alerted to move to‘LUOOA in the 92nd Division sector. The same thing
happened with the Second Battalion 155th Infantry. The Second Battalion had almost
completeé their relief with "E" and "H" Companiee relieving elements of the 133rd
Infantry. But during the sveming howrs of the 27th their plans were aleo cancellsd
and changed, and they were alerted to move to the vicinlty of LUCCA. 8o the Second
Battalion, 135th Infantry lees "E" and "H" Compenies were on their way arriving in
VIAREGGIO on the night of the 28th. The weather during this movement was fair and
colde The Second Battalion, 133rd Infantry and Third Battalion, 133rd Infantry were
reverted back to control of the parent Regiment from the 135th Infantry and the 13%3rd
Infantry asaumed control of our sector at 1730 hqure of the 27th of December
4 BRIEF STAY WITH THE O2ND INFANTRY DIVISION ON THE WEST OOAST.

The First Battalion, 135th Infantry, meanwhile, moved to the same vicinity of
VIAREGGIO arriving there at sbout 0930 hours of the 28th under 92nd Division control.
The Battalion was placed on a 1 hour alert.

The Third ﬁattalion, 135th Infantry were alerted to move from vicinlty of BAR=
BERINO at 1300 hours of the 27th. The roade were elogged with convoys going to ihe

IV Qorps sector. The clear, cool day of the 28th saw the Third Battalion situated

north of VIAREGGIO approximately 3 miles on a one hour alert.

P
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The 135th Infantry Regiment was attached ae & unit to the 92nd Division and
placed on one hour alerts for employment in the coastal sector in the event that
'the enemy launched an attack in the direction of LEGHORNe. The Regimental Command
Post was ostablished in a small village of GHIVIZZANI, a short distance north of
MOMMIO whioh, in turn, is northeast of VIAREGGIO about 4 milese The Regiment was
not to be committed in this sector unless it was samstionsd by 5th Army. ALl the
bridges around the sector were prepared for demolitions in case of a German break—
throughe They were called the counterattack plane, red, green, blue, in case of
trouble.

The weather although slightly colder on the 29th was clear. Company "I" moved
out and arrived at VADO, north a mile from CAMAIORE, at 1100 hours. They went by
truck all the waye The mission of Company "I" was to patrol the area to the east
and north of their positions along with‘the-Qénd Reconnaigsanss Units. One platoon
leader from Company "IV, é 2nd Lt. by the neme of Ire Mutchniok, went out on a re-
comaissance to look for possible routes the patrol might use. The 82 Third Bat-

. talion and two men from the Third Battalion Intelligence Section went to the left of
Highway 1 to look for a route of march that might be taken to PIETRASANTA.

In the thernoon, the 8-3's of the Regiment went on a reconnaigsanse to look
over the defense of the sector in cage of a breakthroughe There were plans being
made for the defense of all positions in the Regiment in cass of an atiack by the
308y »

"Z" and "H" Companies arrived on the 20th and rejoined the Second Battalion
which then moved to an ageembly area at FIETRASANTA and mede preparations for sup-
porting the 92nd Divieion in the event of a countersttack . Plans were also made
and work commenced on a Final Defensive Line running from Vlﬂ‘VBrailiana on the

copgt (north of VIAREGGIO approximatély 10 kilometers over 4 kilometers in length

north-east to an area north of PIETRASANTA (approximately a kilometer). The gctual
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digging and wiring of the "Line" was in progress through the end of the month.
These were the days of extensive planning for Defense.

let Lt. Feibsr and Brown were both promoted to Captains effective 7th and 1lth
of December respectively. The Second Lt. Davis, Black, and Malizia were promoted
to 1at‘Lts. effective Tth December 1944, 8/3gt Miller received a direct appolint-
ment as a 2nd Lt. on the 25th December 1944. All these officers were from the
Second  Battalione

The First Batialion received a clothing exchange and showers the lagt days of
the month: The weather was fair yith frequeni cold winds causing many discomforta.
A complete defensive fire plan with the First Battalion counterattack plan was sub-
mitted to Regimental Headquartera.‘ Positions were being improved continually. Lt.
Cole Thompson, Major Tyler, the Firet Battalion 8-1, S-2 and S3 with several other
officers of the Battalion left on different reconnaissance tours to pick out de-
fensive positions.

With the Third Battalion during the last of the moath, Oaptain Oole and Lt.
Arey went on reconnaissance in compliance with Plan #%, or the Blue Plan. The &3
and commander of Company "A", 760th Tank Battalion, were at the Third gattalion
Oommand Post at 1500 hours on the 30th to check the situation in case of a breale
through. They had one pl;toon of light tanks and two platoons of medium tankse.

Oompany "I" sent out three patrols in the 30th. The First patrol contacted
the "I" and "R" platoon of the 37lst Infantry at STOZZEMA. They reported the con=
ditién of the trail to STEZZEMA to be fair and passable for foot troops and mules.
The Second patrol went in the vicinlty of PALAGNANA. They returned and reported
the traile steep and poor for foot troops, mules doubtful. They heard two r;fla
snotse They inveestigated and found nobhing. The third patrol went in the vicinity

of BUUINE. They reported the trails rough and mountainous but passable. They saw

mines (Schu) and the civiliane reported the area heavily mined. The Company Oommander
end runners went to M. MALANIA, anproximately 2 1/2 = 3 houts from CASOLI.
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Gun emplacements were found all along the slopes facing south and southwest. There
wag good observation of STAZZEMA and the terrain west-ward and esst-ward to MT.
BALDONA, and northeast. This poeition made an excellent Observation Post. There
were trails halfvway upe Captain Leslie K. Vengel was the Captain of "I" Company
at this time.
| On the 31st, Col. Manhart visited the Third Battalion Command Post at D900
hours. Lt. Coleman went on & reconnaissance for a route to PIZTRASANTA. Lt.
Propet and Major Allen:Execuxive Officer of Third Battalion went to check on the
fatal shooting of Pfo Sanchez from Company "i" (that happned on the 30tli) the Third
Battalion was pasid during the afternoon and church services were held in "H!
Companies areas The monthj closed and as it did, the commandbg General of the 92hd
infanﬁry Divigion, May. Gen. Almond, inspected tﬁe defensive installations, pre-
pared é secondary position for the sector by the 135th Infant 7
ki, o= 19030

Prompted by the SERCHIO Valley threat, a defense in depth was directed ae the
new year arrived, with the Commanding General II, Army Corps electing to establigh
his speconday line along the FORKELLI % RADISOSA - PIANCALD&LI Lateral. Upon pag-
sing to II Army Corps Heserve, 1 January and through 10 Jamusry the Division was
engaged in the actual construction of thenline. Two Division sectors were laid
out, one to the east Qf Highway 65, the other to the west. rRifle pits and crew
served weapong emplacements were dug and sandbagged, artillery firing positions
were surveyed, and all necessary command post, observation posts, and service
ingtallations were staked out and marked. In order to prevent dispersal of Corps
supplies, mines, and wire were stocked in 5 Engineer dumps. Heavy snow threatened

to obliverate ths line, but a eystem of marking the positions with six foot poles

preserved itg trace.
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Another year in Italy found the 135th Infantry still in the fighte The coastal
weather was quite ink?ontrast to the central sector. Here it was like spring. Plap
were being déveloped to deploy the Battalion in counter affensive meagures. Recon-
naissance of routes, positions, and prep;red assembly areas consisted of the main
developments of the day. Obmpanw "I sent out a combat patrol and a reconnaissance
patrole The combat patrol went ae far as FORNCCCHIA and contacted a friendly unit,
but did not observe any enemy activity. The reconnaissance patrol found a good trail
Prom BOCCHINCG to FARNOCCHIA. The New Year was celebrated in many of the units with
the serving of a Turkey Dianasr.

During the First few days of January, very little occured. BShowers at VIAREGGIO
were uged by the Regiment. The Third Battalion continued tec send geveral recommige
sance patrols to reconnoiter routes of advance, any enemy movement or evidence, of
mine fields. One patrol on the Second went as far as X. RIGLIONE, another went to
the emall town of AIOLA which is situated about 2 kilometers northeast From M.
Riglione. The reborta of any enemy activity were negative. Trails wers located
for movements to both localities. Two more patrols left "I" Company being sent to
CAMPOLINISI and (076-914 map Italy) M. FRAKO (1200 metere'high). The Firet patrol
contacted friendly troops at BUKINE where they spent the nighte There were no signs
of enemy activity. The second patrol went up a trail for several kilometers and
found ne eigns of friendly nor enemy troops. A mine field was located north approx~
imately a wmile Prom I. NONA (1300 meters high). One mine had been detonated and
signs of injury to a person were noted. Barbed wire was located northeast of the
minefield and no eneuy aciivity wae observed. The patrol spent the night at PALA-
GANC and returneds The Third Battalion "A" and "P" platoon congtructed foot bridges
during thia:time over the canal south of PIETRASBANTA. The First and Second Bat-

talions contimied their defensive plans.
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The first of Jamuary 1945 found the first Battalion losoted in the vicialty
a2 VIAREGGIO. The Battalion was under the command of the 92nd Division also ani

wad, as the other unite of the Regiment, preparing defensive positions in the viei-

nity of FIUMETTO.

Civiliane informed Company "L that two men in American uniforms and Germen
helmets were seen near a main road junction approximately a mile north of VIAREGGIO.
At the same time, the 92nd Divieion reported that 5 Germans in American and British
uniforms were seen at OAPRIGLIA (north of Pietrasanta about a mile)e Two of them
were picked up, but three were still at large. Otherwise, the period 1-4 Jamuary
passed uneventfully.

The 135th Infantry started to move out of the coastal sector on 5th Jamary
and followed Highway 66 thru PISA and FLORENCE north on Highway 65 to FILAGERE and
then to the vicinity of MT. BELMONTE. TheBattalions arrived on the morning of the
6th in SASSI, hsving to march there on foot from e detrucking point about 7 miles
awaye The roads were very wet and slushy. There were few facilitiea and cover to
enable the men to get warm and dry after moving through out the entire night in a
blinding snow storme The weather was cold and no arrangements had been made for
serving foode The kitchens % not make the roade

It was on thie day, the 6th of Jenuary, that the 135th Infantry Combat Team
wag reverted to II Army Jorps control when it was decided that thrust to LIVORNO
hag failed to materialize. Th; Corps attached the Regiment to the 88th Division
to relieve the 35lst InfPaniry on .{T. BELMONTE.

The relief of the 3Blst Infantry was completed at 0045, 8th January. The Third
Battalion of the 135th Infantry was on the left defending MT. BELMONTE and the Se-
cond Battalion on the right under the domimating "Ohurch Hill " (GORGOGNANO Hill)

position occupied by the enemy. The 135th Infantry was attached to the 38th Division.

The Third Platoon of "B" Company, 1st Battalion, 135th Infantry wae attached to the
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Third Battalion, 135th Infantry on the night of the 7-3 Jemuary. Occassional snow
flurries was experienced throughout the day. "O" Company 135th InPantry with one
section of Heavy Machine Gun moved up to relieve "B" Company, 135th infantry 88th
Divislon the previous night. |

The First Battalion was now located in the vieinity of ZENARELLA.

On the seme day there was a tremendoue explosion at a house (in the vicinity
of a small uillagé of FORNACE, southeast of 8ADURANC about 2 miles) occupied by
Company "B", 313th Engineers. A truckload of mines exploded and 14 men were killed.
The eighteen wounded were brought to the Regimental Medical Detachment for treatmert.

The weather, during thie period, was generally clear and cold. . Occasionally,
heav}‘anowa often showered the units with a blanket of white. The cold weather an d
deep drifta in the mountain sector were a striking change from the mild weather of
the coastal region.

Skis and snowshoes were issused and patrols used their parka linings, painted
their helmets and other equipment white. The terrain and the weather conbined to
make patrolling an especially difficult task throughout the wonth.

Ae the snow contimied to fall, Trench Foot came more and more to the attention
of higher headguarters. Many men were troubled with trenchfoot; Compgnies "i" and
ALY suffering the g¥satest. Thie was met with deep concern and although the Special
attention vas given it, cases contimied to occure.

Oontact was made with units on the left and right; Company "0", 349th Infantry,
88 Diviéion wae on the right. Innwmerous patrols were daployed contimually in ef-
forts to iearn of the eneny. ) ' | "

On the 9th, an enemy patrol of 4 men approached the lines of the Third Battalion's
Platoon, Qompeny "L" about dusk. The 4 men appeared to be ready to surrender, but

when one tried to make a break, a fire fight started which resulted in three of them

being killed. The wen were later identified as an officer and group from an
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artillery Ragimént. TheyAapparently were lost and wandered into oﬁr lines.

Lt. Davis, §-2, lst Battalion, 135th Infantry was slightly wounded on this day
when several shells fell near the First Baftalion Oommand Post, but he was not e~
vacuatede Lt Cole Tyler assumed command of the Firat Battalion on the 9the

The elements of the Regiment not on the line were well sheltered from enemy
obgervation, and were able to enjoy hot meals, regular Church Sefvicea, and occa=-
sional forth-class moviess (Thie mostly imvolved the Firet Battelion)e The training
was also conducted under a very limited scale; however, replacements were able to
fire their weapons under ah improvised range.

On the 9th January, an enemy company of about 60 men in strength was spotted
on Highway 65 (at OSTR NUOVA w&ich vas a typically small Italian village on Highway
65 south about 2 kilometers from ZULA) going south and entering an iéehouse in the
area. Bupporting artillery wae notified and the enemy was subjected to heavy fire.
On this day enemy harassing mortar fire was heavy at times and 130 rounds were Pired
into the Third Battalion sector in a 24-hour period. Light mortars wounded two
men in Oompany "L", and a tank fired into the Oompany "I sector but no casualties
resulted.

A five-man group, dressed in white, attempted to raid Company "L but it was
repulsed and four of the men were killed. Papers on the bodies indicated that the
men were from the Second Battalion 505th Artillery Regiment, 305th Division. One
of them was a lieutenant who had maps showing rautes of movement and another maps
of German observation poatsand concentrations. Thig data was forwarded immediata%f
to the 88th Division because the 305th Division was believed at the time to have been
in the rear areas around 3BZLGUIH{A.

On the night of 9th Jamuary, mines were laid in the Thir*?attalion areas The

ground was frozen, noise from digging could bs heard a considerable distance in the

atill,cold air, and to prevent the work from attracting the enemy, push.igniters
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were aubatitutéd for trip wires.

Each Company began a campaign to combat the "trenchfoot" during this period.
A change of socks every other night was put into effect. Aléo a determined effort
to secure shoepacs for everyone was put into effect. This immediately caused the
sicknese to let up alightly.

The Germans were employing long range harassing fire from machine guns at C,
PONCO QORESA (southeast approximately 2 kilometers from "Church Hill") and ar ares
half way between C. RONOO GUHESA and “"Chureh Hill" on lOth January, and the Third
Battalion was subjected to mortar fire again with 110 rounds falling in thad area.
In the Second Battalion area, one round of mortar feld every five minutes.

At night the Regiment fired harassing fire in the right sector to gover a

raiding party from the 349th Infantry, 88th Divieion and at 2120 hours friendly planes
bombed the enemy rear. .

Our patrols were uneventful in the main. A raiding party from the Second Bat-
talion went to a house (southwest of "Jhurch Hill" and up the road north a mile from
CASTLE DE ZENA) and found 1t unoccupiled although there was an apparent machine gun
position in the house and also one behind the bullding. There were imprints from
boots that £he enemy wear, about the house alsoe.

A patrol from "L" Oompany went to the visinity of GORGOGNANO in an attempt to
kill or take prisoners in a house in that area. The patrol left at 0230 hours and
returned at 0500 hourss The mission could not be accouplished dus to enemy fire.

A patrol from "G" Oompany went up to a trail leading to G. FIANA DELLO SFINO
in order to kill ocoupants in a house near the trail and take.prisonera if posgsible.
The patrol left at 0100 houre and returned at U500 hours. The mission was not ac—

complished due to enemy defensive fire.
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On the 1lth, a alightly warmer day, sh‘.;:'lling was molerats in the Secon? 3ate
talion's area and no activiy was reportel by the patvola.  2oulh friendly five and
that of the enewy was lignter, however, tian uszl. The Second Battalion set up
fire .50 caliber machine guns for harassing fire on enemy supply roada. The weather
burned colder however as evening came and hand grenades wers used to break the ice
in the oreek leading to the Battalion ao that joens ¢ouid forl the streame Eigh-
teen cages of trench fopt were reported to the commanding officer who ordsrsi thst
211 men wezr unov pacs and that dry socks be provided. A through invssiigation was
initiated and the conclusion was drawn that_this alarming rate was causel by the
long hike through gwollen river beds into the position the night the Regiment re-
lieved the 35let Infantry Regiment. |

It was a relatively quiet day on 12th Januvary with some harassing fire from
enemy medium artillery, rocketa'and mortars. The Reziment was informed that the
paseword had been compromised in the British sector. Measures to counter this
aituation were ad0§$ed impediately. Snow continued to fall on the following day
and visibility was poor. More parkas were ofdered fer the men on guard to keep them
from being spotted by the enemy. It wae learned now that the password had been com~
promiged through 17th January and accordingly new passwords were forwsrded.

At 0525 hours on the 12th a "éﬁ Company patrol went to a location on the road
which curved northward (near the ZENA River) east of "Church Hill and hit a Plare
field immediately, 2 white flare went up aierting the Germans and ons of them
yelled "Americanol" At the same time, more flares went up and mortar and srtillery
fire etarted falling near the patrol, causing it to return. About this same time
a "E" Company patrol just east of the "F! Oompany patrol ran into an opposition g¢p.
ter clearing the two right buildinge and going around to the left one; they were
fired upon and phosphorous grensdes were thrown at them. One grenade burned Lt.

Krachman, the patrol lezder. The patrol believed they had killed three Germans.
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Flatoon Seargeant William Haley carried the wounded Lt. baak to "7 Jompany's “orward
Position where the medics picked him up and evacuated him to the rear. The patrol
believed there were "bou coup" Germans in the upstairs of the building and that un-
til ths Pfirst shot was fired,‘the Germans were aleepihg. Two men were reported mig-
ging on the return of the patrol and at the close of the period, the two men were
8till missing.

The weather on the 12th was warm and cloudy. A tank fired approximately 80
Tounds into an enemy held house from a road bend, approximately 130 yards from the
Third Battalion Oommand Poste There was no damege nor casualtias.

Lte General Clark made a presentation of the Congressional Medal of Honor %o
Lt. Dervighian with ons platoon of "B" Company taking part in the ceiremony. Major
Bolte was present for this event. The wéathar wes falr and cold. (see AYAZDS
SECTION OF NARRATIVE).

On the 13th, it enowed quite heavily (approximately 10 inches) and it was on
this "white" day, the 135th Infantry reverted to the comtrol of the 344h Divigione
The First Battalion sent 2 patrols along various trails 1nd roadé to salvage equip-
mente The patrols from the Sscond Battalion returnsd with negative reports. The
entire day encountered no noteworthy incident.

At about 0700 hours on the l4th, 2 rounds of 120mm mortar shelle dropped on the
road below the Third Battalion Oommand Fost. There wers no demage nor casualtiea,
however. The Regimental patrol reports were largely of a negative character ag they
had been since coming into this sector. The patrols were meeting with some rifle,

machine gun and mortar firee.

Early on the morning of the 15th January, & single plane dropped 6 bombs to tle
left and forward of MI. BiILMONTE. Another lone plane straffed in the vicinity of
‘%ULU, and dropped 2 bombe at a great distance north of the Regimental Command Post

during the night of this date. A raiding party from Company "I" was unsuscessful
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when they were attacked by a strong enemy outpost but no casuslties resulted. On
this eame night, a platoon raiding party left from "E" Company with the miaslon of
ralding houses on the gharp bend of the road (to the east edge of "Church Hill") 4o
eecure prisoners. It got off to a good start noting no activity until they started
down the precipitous just in front of the house. At this point, they heard 4 enemy
shout from the direction of the house and as soon as they crossed the river they
were taken under fire by mortar and Machine gune The machine guns were not in the
house but were in a half-moon arc about the houge. The patrol returned without ac-
complishing their mission.

"BY Company relieved one of their platoons, which was attached to the Third
Battalion, 135th Infantry on the 16th. It was enowing with a mixture of slight
rain on this day. Patrols out during the night of the 15-16 Jamuary found evidence
of newly-laid mines on the paddle between MT. BELNMONTE and GORGOGNASO Hill and die-
covered a trail running northeast between itwo terrain features which apparently
was used exceedinglye There was & slight ingresse in light and medium enemy artil-
lery fire during the 24 hours.

"A" Company relieved "C" Oompany during the dark hours of the evening of the
17th without incident.

The weather on the 18th was clear. At approximately 1400 hours, some 20 rounds
of high velocity, approximately 88mm shells were fired at "A" Company's Command Poste
They were mixed delayed-action and quick sction fuge,ssd e debsgpd-emisiae. Thore
were no casualties nor damage to equipment in this fire assault.

Our artillery fired sowe concentrations on the 18th at houses in the vicinity
of Co RUI'TO (which was just north of GORGOGNANO Hill ) and at another locality north

eagt of there about 2-3 miles near the small village of P. CZRZ., The gunse at O

BAiOGOA on Highway 65 north of PIANORO (approximately 2 miles) also received sevdral
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concentrations. A fire was started on Aill 283, a feature overlooking C. DELL AL~
BERC (just to the right of Highway 65 north of FIANORO about 3 milesg.)

. The Regiment wae warned on the 19th that the enemy staged a sneak raid on the
85th-Diviaion the previous night. One man was killed and another captured. 8imiliar
raids were anticipated in the 135th Infantry Regimental sector and all companises
were alerteds The First Battalion was busy at this time preparing a platoon raid,
taking all phases of the r into account. A gnow table was constructed by the
First Battalion S-2 showing terrain features, etc. The weather wasa very windy with
intermittent snow, rain and hail.

On the night of the 19-20 January, an ambush patrol of "G" Oompany (comppsed
of volunteers) set up positions on a trail juet to the right of the peak of "Church
Hill". The patrol returned at midnight reporting no activity. Patrol used snow
ahoe; and found them very satisfactorye.

An M-18 Tank Destroyer fired approximately 30 rounds from the road above the
Third Battalion Oommand Post into enemy held houses. There was no return firee

Oole Aghton He Manhart wae ordered to the United States on temporary duty snd
Lte Gol. Charles P. Greyer assumed command of the Regimente.

The Regiment carried out several raide during this period of the month to ob=
tain prisonere for identification, but had only limited success, the main obstacles
being on alert enemy, bright moonlight, and snow. Restriction on the uese of artil-
lery ammuniéion contimied because of the need for building up a reserve so only li-
nmited harassing missions and defensive fires were carried out. A series of raids
and limited objective atitacks of battalion strength as part of renewed Oorpe;effort

to secure identifications and to test enemy strength was being planned about this

time by the Diviaione.
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2 Germans were spotted by an outpost of "A' Company behind the Second Battalion
on the 2lst of Januarye. They were challengedbaa they attempted to go east, north
of Hill 357. The outpost opened fire with BAR's, MG's and rifle fire, killed 1 Ger-
man and seriously wounded the other who escaped. The dead man had pepers on his
body, that showed he was from the 6th Company, 146th Regiment, 65th Division. This
identified the 65th Division on the left flank of the 155th Infantry Regiment. The
German password for the night, "Hunger Not", was learned.

The weather on this day was very clear. The total lack of enemy fire and ac-
tivity observed by alr observation plane behind the enemy lines caused the companies
to be alerted for this night as an enemy raid or attack was expectede This did not
materialize in epite of a lot of precaution.

A raid by Company "E" was staged on the 22nd of January with the objective being
& house just southeast of "Church Hill". They were to secure prisoners and also blow
up the houses The patrol hed just yot over the creai of the Hill and started down
and across the river when the enemy opened up with rifle fire from the south side
of the stream in the east and only 3 men succseded in getting goross the creek.
Heavy defensive fires followed, and the Germen mortars, light artillery and machine
gun fire covered an area of 600 square yarde. The raiding party was forced and with-
draw with 3 wounded and 1 missing. The enemy wae believed to have suffered numerous
casualties from effective counter-fire.

At the time of the raid, a gasoline stove exploded at the Company "G" Command
Post (0200 hours, 23rd Jenuary) at OLMO and 6 men were suffocated, or burned to death.
The entire building was in flames and completely destroyed. Oompany's Command Post

loet all their equipment. At the close of the period, the burning house was in sush

a condition that no one wss able to investigate it and recover the bodiese
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The thaw continued on the 22nd, and Company "L" sent an ambush combat patrol
to a trail east of GORGOGNANO Hill. Their mission was to kill or capture enemy per-
sonnel. The patrol consisted of one non-commissioned officer and 7 enlisted men. -
The patrol left at 1930 hours and returned 7 hours later with the mission not ac-
complished since no enemy walked into the ambush so elaborately prepared for them.

The weather on the 23rd was sunny end fairly warm. A patrol from "X" Company
got as far as an area a short distence east from C. PIANA DELLO SFINO, whére they
were etopped by & cliff. They received machine gun fire from an area 500 yards
northwest from the cliff and left of C. FIANO DELLA SFINO. There were no casual-
tlese Their miseion of getting prisoners was not accomplished. The patrol from
"L" Company (an émbush patrol) left at 0200 hours and returned 3 hours later. They
had stayed in position, but no enemy walked into the ambush, although movement was
heard in the church on GORGOGNANO Hill.

The snow wae 8" - 10" deep on this day and much deeper where it had drifteds
Throughout the day there was intermittent fire and Oompany "K* and "M" had one man
each killed by direct hits on dugouts. A eniper fired all day at the Command Post
of Qompeny "I"s At night, two men were killed and two wounded in a group of re-

_ placements that had been sent up to Oompany "R". Our artillery and Tank Destroyer's
fired on "Ohurch Hill® and some rounds were put through a door. The Germans fired
propaganda leaflets from rocket gune. These leaflets gave detailed suggestions on
how men could fake illness to avoid duty.

"F" Oompany sent a reconnaissance patrol to the oroseroads at 0. SEGA GALLONI
(south approximately 1 mile of GORGOGNANO) but the patrol had nothing to report ex-
cept having heard some coughing at a house near the road junstion when they were on

their way backe
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Enemy fire was heavy during the next 24 hours and the Third Battalion reported
receiving 71 rounds of light artillery, 20 rounde of 150mm, 2 rounds of 120mm mor-
tar, 30 rounde of 5Cmm mortar, 30 rounds of 8lmm mortar and 10 rounds of propaganda.
The Second Battalion reported receiving 59 rounde of 75mm and 23 rounds of mortar.

It was fair with good visibility on the 24th of Jamuary. There was a heavy
snowfall through the night and early morning. A friendly Tanéflbatroyer firing from
below the Third Battalion Oommand Post at about 2200 hours, drew approximately 20
rounds of 76mm and 5 of 6 rounde of 120mm mortar which landed near the Third Bat~
talion Commend Poste However,there were no casualtiese

An "A" Company ambush patrol was sent to the draw, weet 500 yards of C. PIANA
DELLA 8P1ND, and to the west bage of MT. BELMONTE but were unsucceseful in the
miséion of taking prisoners of ware .

Shortly before midnight of the 24th January, the Regimental Observation Post
reported 20 large explosions at the southern edge of the PO Valley. This was be-
lieved to be the results of boabing by our plansse

The 25th of Jamary wae & clear day and fairly warm. It became.foggy late -in
the afternocne "B" Company relieved one of their platoona, which was attaoggd to
the Third Battalion, 135th Infantrye.

"F" Company had sent a patrol on the night of the 24~25 and this patrol had suc-
cessfully occupied a house a few hundred yerds north of O. SEGA GALLONI {a small
. village south of GORGOGNANO Hill)e This house had heretofore been occupied by the
enemy as & night outpost. The patrol stayed in the house and planned to ambush the
eneny when they returned. On the following night, (25-26) the remaining patrol saw
5 Germans approach the house. All was still, except for a light rain fall at this
early hour of a 0200 hours. When the 5 enemy had come to within 10 yards of the
building, ﬁne of the men in the "F" Company patrol coughed which alertsd the enemy

and they started to withdrawe The men in the house immediately opened fire on them

and killed all 5 Germans but could not get to the bodies because the bodies rolled
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down a slope which was covered by enemy machine gunfine.

The dey of the 25th, except for harrassing fire from both sides, passed without
any further unusual incidenta.

The Regiment was warned on the 26th, by G-2 of the 34th Division, that the
rising stream beds were washing mines loocse and that the men should tz2ke care in
meeting this aituation.

The bright mdonlight on the night of the 26th cancelled patrollings. One dead
Germen vas evacuated Pfromthe vicinity of Oompahy "K" on the 26the The body was far
gone in the state of decay. OCompany "L" gent a hoax ambush pztrol to the vicinity
of GORGOGNANO Hille They dropped a dummy as planned, but no Germans came forth to
inveatigate. The patrol, agiin, went out on the night of the 27th to "Oover" the
duﬁg; in cage the enemy would come out to investigate. They retured from this am-
bugh set-up also with no resulis.

The bright moonlight cancelled all patrols excépt for secufity and control on
the night of 27-28 Januarye.

" On the 27, incidqntlyh-Margaret Bourk#é White, photographer for Life i{agazine
vigited the Regimental Sector. Her pictures of the terrain and the living ﬁonditiona
were degigned to illustrate the hardships of the Sth Army front. HMiss %hite had
photographed }Mt. TROUCHIC and CASSINO area when the Regiment was in that sector the
previous yeare

The 28th (night of a full moon) and the 29th of January were marked by mortar
and counter-mortar firs and our supporting artiller; scored eight direct hits on an
enemy Obeerﬁation Post about a mile north, northeast of GORGOGNANDO Hille. One platoon
of Company "D", relieved their forward platoon on the 28th. Lt. Long was tranafered
from "0" Company to "B" Company by verbal order of the Oommanding Officer. Lt

Johneon waes now executive of "B" Gompany. Lt. Hayes was reverted from Executive

Officer to platoon leader of "B" Companye
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Two platoons of "2" Company relieved 2 platoons of "3" Company on the 29th.
"8" Qompany relieved A" Oompany, who returned to the rear as fegigimental reserve.
On the 30th, 1 platoon of "0" Company relieved from "B" Company was reverte] back
to "C" Jompsny control.

Also on the 30th of Jamuary all Italians working in the Regiment were sent to
the rear to be procsassed by the JII and work permits were issued for 24 of thew.
That night, a patrol from "F" Oompany found a BAR and 4 M-1's leaning against the
bank of a hill (east of GORGOGNANO Hill and north of the small village of C. SEGA
GALLOMI). One of the M-1's waa left there by the patrol when it noticed that a
wire was tied to the gun indicating that it had been booby trapped.

On the 3let Jamary, information was received from Division G-2 that the 157th
Mountain Divieion had been identified in front of the South African sector. It was
the £irst committment of this German unit in{taly.

FEBRUARY - 1045

On 1st Bebruary, the 135th Infantry occupied the same position 38 in the last
of the pravious mouthe It was a hazy day with limited visibility; there was scat-
tered medium and light artillery fire from the enemy and some mortar fire. A con-
centration of 300 rounds of enemy artillery fire was seen coming in on Highway 65
from the Regimental Obaervation Poet at 1930. Throughout the day and night, our
supporting artillery fire was merrate.

This month opened elso with the Regiment actively engaged in extensive oatrole
ling and reconnaissamee s in force. Raiding perties of an officer and from fifteen
to twenty men continually attempted to probe the enemy's defenses across the Di~
vidon's Pfront but with little success. BSnow, relatively little cover, a parti-

cularily alert enemy, a profusion of uinsfislds, an'? the extremely efTective .artil-
lery and mortar Pires, effectively prevented the patrols frod@enstrating the enenmy

positionse It now agpeared, in view of sneuy revsrses slse where, that it wae

necessary to determine whether the enemy was holding with a thin but determined
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line or whether he oould actually command the reserves of the previous month.

To this end, an attack of two Battalions was directed by the Cowsanding General
11 Corps. After a careful reconnaissance and extensive deliberation the Commanding
Generel ordered the 168th Infantry to attackhith 1 Battalion to clear the PIZZANO-
COLOMBARO~ORBEGA mass while the 133rd Infantry attaohbd with one Battalion on the
163th. Infantry'a left to seige Hill 363. To broaden the scope of the attack in an
effort to minihize the enemy's ability to concentrate his defensivs "ires, the 135th
Infentry was ordered to demonstrate by fire and to rald enemy positions continuslly
on the GORGOGNANO Ridge. The enemy were extremely active at night and accordirgto
intelligence reports slept in their dugouts during the day, except for a skeleton
guard.

The night of the lst, one officer Lt. Kettering, and 20 enlisted men from Comm
pany "A" went to a house west of MT. BELMONIE with the mission of blowing up the
house and also ocapturing onse or as many of the onemy as possible. They arrived at
the house and found it unoccupied. There were many shoe imprints on the ground
about the house. 39ix men were left _n th: nlliay rhieh was prepared for demolition
and plans were made to blow it on the night of the 2-3 when patrol of six was sche-
duled to return. The weather so far this month was cloudy andva bit warmer tha#V

Jamiary had beene

The following official report of this patrol fromCompany "A" is offered as

a typical patrol report of the 135th Regiment duriag this perid.

Jee below:
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QUOTE :

HEADQUARTERS FIRST BATT ALION
125TH INFAKTRY
AFO-34, U. 8. ARMY
3 February 1945
REPORT ON FLATOGN RAID, CQ. ®AM
1-2 Pebruary 1945
Time

20053 Reid Group on way from "Blue CP" (Forward).

2025: Patrol arrived at Jontrol Point.

20303 Patrol leaving L. D.

20351 "Wiseorack (133rd Infantry Regiment) opens up with Diversion fire; all
mortars and M.G.'s firing. :

21103  Control point loses contast with patrol.

2115 Contact with patrol remade.

2115: Patrol Leader and 4 men reach Chicago (lst House), entered house: One
room-two overturned tables: One empty room, one room 8 side of house
full of grain. Some signs of ensmy occupation, but not recently. Patrol
continued investigation in and around house. Tracke found around house; some
tracks (very few) rumning from front of house to road, then up towards our
lines. Path runs fromroed to barn behind house; = well traveled path runs
from barn NW to drawe Path at rear of barn and house running E-¥ (shown on
air photo) is not broken. Path running North is not broken. Babh at rear
of house well demolished, two small sections of West side of barn still
etanding with a small ons nan lugout there not occupied. Patrol returned to
house to continue on its way.

212Y: Control point notified people cn our left that we have eople in the house.

2135: Control point called Blue C. P. (Porward) 4o have Cake ?dynamite) sent
forward: )

2150t Brooklyn: - Baee of fire iz now in position. Patrol, is now moving out -
8" along main road.

21533 Blue notifies Control Point — that Oake (dynamite) is on its way.

22000 Patrol reaches hairpin turn in road ~ had to break their own trail, nothing
found here but shell holes. No glgne of enemy positions or enzay occupation
at this point. There is 2 emall path (step path) running SW from thias point
about 75 yards a hay stack at end of path - path i3 uavrolten, no eigna of
tracke. Patrol continued NW along road, observed & small building about
75 yards to their left off the road s No broken tracks observed leading to
this building from road. Patrol reached next hairpin - patrol had to hreak
their own trail oa rpad up to this point. At this point a smell trail wag
found leading "N into draw. Very few tracks found on this trail. On a
clear night, on this pzth 3t head of draw, one would be able to see all of
draw and N. of draw. At this hairpin turn a post (stons) was found. Patrol
leader thought he saw enemy positions to the South, investigation proved

them to be nothing but overturned trees and loges Patrol then returned to
house.
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(2)

2240: Patro) arrived baok at house. Patrol furnighed protection, while "FgaA®
oyew sets Cake (dynamite) to demolish house which is to be blown at 0430
hours, 5 Februarys PFive (5) men and 1 Sergeant, to remain at house rew
mainder of night, following day and until 0430 hours 3 February, in an
ambugh - bleowing wp house when they leave, '

2518¢  Patrol leaves 5 men and 1 Sergeant at house with one sound power phone and

(1) 336 radio for comfjunication, reminder of patrol leaves for our 1inea.

2523 Patrol arrives bask al Oontrol Point; Patrol lLeader stays here to keep in

contact with hie ambush ¢rew, remainder of patrol returns to their aompanye

Remarks

" No ?.ﬁ.'e were takon; patrol at no time received any ensmy fire. No ensmy
. pereonnel were geen or heards Sector was very quiet during entire opera-
© - tiens. Weather; Falr and warme Vieibility - Fair.

éw; Robsrt G. Davis
lg‘b Lt-o,“. 13th Infan’ory
3'2, 15“- ttﬁliﬂno

' ;.--.g-_--._..;..UNQUOTE L]

" & jr‘
Qamt'ieé & trup oopy (exoluding aaqrdiﬁqtee)_—omék' with eketch attackeds) -

AN, Pl ateln
lote Lts Infantry .
- . Regliontal Historyew

i, peut?

e

P ° HBADQUARTERS FIRST BATTALfON <
0 1%5TH INPANTRY -
. ' bR APO-54, Uo Bo ARMY

5 Pebruary 1945.

REPORT ON AMBUSH PATROL LEFT IN HOUSE AT (80%5~3280) Ocmpany "A"s
o 2-3 Pebruary 1945

)

2518: One N.0.0. apd 5 men left at the house to set up ambush for night of 2-3
Pebruary blowing up house wpon leaving, 0430 hours, 3 Pebruary 1945,
Throughout night 1t was very quiet, heard enemy M.G. fire from vieinity of
ZULA firing haraseing fire throughout night upon our friends on our lefte
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Otherwise night was very quiet. Ambush revealed no enemy fire of any sort-
heard or saw no sneuy.

During day of 2 February patrol investigated the house, found two stale
loafe of enemy bread, one cup, one Jacket, one concussion grenade (very
rusty) - all of which were enemy. At "8" end of building found where two
bricks had been removed from wall of house - evidently to permit obaervation.
There were two live Pigeons in the house. Patrol observed two black rabblitg
throughout day and night around the houses

1600: 2 February. A tank firing from due "W" — fired 10 Rounde in direction of
our Battalion (later preved to be upon "B" 0.F. itgelf) tank sounded quite
cloeee.

21003 -2200: "Bnemy l.G. Vicinity of Zula Pired upon frienis on our left.

22301 5 White Flared due "W" about 1000yards.

04301 Patrol set fuze on dymiaits and left Ffor our lines, bring radio and sound
powered phone with theme Three (3) minutes later charge went off - Houge
demolisheds On way back, one patrol member observed snow-shoe tracis.
Patrol arrived back at their own Coipany 0515 houre 3 February.

Remarkss
No P.Wes were taken, at no time did ambush party see or hear enemy pereonnel,

at no time did they receive any enemy fire upon them or in their immediate
vicinity, Weather, Fair and warm. Visibility - Poors

(w; Robert E. Davis
(t) Robert E. Davis
let. Lt., 135th Infantry
8-2, lst Battalion
Certified a true copy (excluding coordinates) UNQUOTE &
Jl),;,u,«m,,&&ﬁﬂ
e Paul Stein

lat Lt Infantry .
Regimental Historpin

The First of February found the Third Battalion, meanwhile, still in a defen-
sive position, in the viecinity of MT. BZLMONTE. Oompany "I" also sent a patrol
(reconraissanca) 1o the same group of houses on "A® C;Jompa.ny patrol (combat)., The
patrol went to a position 125 yards east of their objective. From this point, they
heard voices and coughing in the viecinity of the houses. They estimated an enemy

force of 8-9 men. Southwest of their position, they heard 4~5 people walking south,

essumed to be an enemy patrol heading toward owr lines. Fearing an ambush, they did
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not epproach the buildings any closer.
Visibility continued poor on the 2nd of February but there was ecmewhat o ¢
an insrease in artillery sciivisiy on Unuh sidss o7sr ths previsas Jave Ths :may;

2irsd somz ;ropigzal: shallse

",

Company "L%

sent out an ambush patrel to where the dummy had been drop.ed
ths ,revious week. Upon sxamination sf the duauy, thsy Poual it Tull 2° .l =2t
1diss. Just as they were leaving this area, an enemy machine gun opensd ug on
the patrol. Ilowever, they returae’ without sustaining any casualties.

Also on the night of the 2nd, a combat patrol Prom "Z" Jozpany ociuyisl a

e~y

aduse srubhsast 20 TORGUZIAID Hill froa which they sent a patrol of 6 men to a
house a few hundred yards north, but due to heavy eneuy harassing firs, wara

unable to progress farthere. An ambush was set up at this point until just be-
fore daylisht; then wiihdras 1o she a20rth 2530 ouss. An ambush patrol from "G"
Company was aleo unauccessful.

The 6 wan patrol that had remained in a house west of MT. BELMONTE returned
at O40G of the 3rd. They had not sizghtel any Gerains Jueing their stay b rae-
portal theli Jhoy Lelisval 1 tank was firing from a draw westward 6CC yards. The
houee, however, as had been planned, was blown. It was extremely foggy on this
day and artillery and mortar fire lessaned largely because of lack of obaervation.

Oompany "u*

sent out another ambush pstrol on the Zrd of ™abruzry, and ae
the patrol was working ite way toward the objective (the north side of GCRGOGNA:O
Ridge), they were Pired upon by an enemy machine gun, located at approximately
the sector of the ridge they were enroute tos (This position could not be seen
in daytiwe because of a small rise in ground in front of it). However,the patrol
worked its way around to the west until the moonlight became so bright that they
vere compleiely expoged on the open terrain. They then pulled off a short 3is-

tence, aud set up an ambush for poveille siemy patrols. Thar met with no results,

aovsvers This same day, Jompany "I" gent out an ambush patrol. This sams day,
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Company "I" ‘sent out en embush patrol tc house west of MT. BELMCNIE (FOGGLADI SCFRA).
While on their cbjective, they rszeived an approximately 20 rounde of mortar concen-
tration, 200 yards west of thé nousa, which was prsessial Iy 4 waits ™ ra3 a1t 2100
hours. Also at 0130 hours, € white flares went up around their objeoctive, followed
by mortar fire. They located a mortar position at apéroximately 50C yards away in
8 draw running southwest by north east. No anemy was observed by the patrol.

An "E" Company patrol reported a mine field at an area 3 rows deep on ths eagt
side of a riv;r running north. The patrol could not accomplish their mission due
to heavy harassing fires by the enemy.

A Poligh deserter waa picked w ' Company "G near LA MADDALENA in the early
morning of the 4th of Jeptember. He stated that he was from the Third Company,

576th Regiment, 305th Division, and added that his Company was partially relieved
| by an unknown unit during the night. Two othsr Poles, taking advantags of 23 change
in unite, deserted with him at the same time, but the three split up to make their
way to our linesge.

At 2220 hours, Company "B" received heavy mortar fire which included many
phosphorous shells. One light machine gun section from Company "0" was attached to
the Third Battallon, 135th Infantry at 1800 hours.

A platoon rald by Company "A" was czncelled because the platoon never crossed
the line of departure. The defensive machine gun and mortar fire was too intense.

Our patrols brought back negative reporte on the 4th.

The new sutomatic carbine v s tesis! Yy o™®icers 1nd 2q P iLta “z iuweat on
the 5th of February and the general opinion of those who tried the weapon was that
it was superior to the comparablé German weapon (echmeisser machine piatol; taking
into account the iwo comparable weapons' varisd rate of Pire and accuracy.)

Gompany "L" gent out an ambush patrol from large houss on GCIFOGNANO Ridge and

made progress to the north about 125 yards. At this point *hey encounterzi ecery

mechine guu Mrs, o3t3..1ish:?l W Y3 ccaiag from a knoll (north about 300 yards), as
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well as from their right flank, which taey could not locate. The meching o33 3 med
to be coordineted in their fire. This patrol also received about 35 roundas o 50MM
mortar fire. Under these circumetances the miesion could not be accomplished.

*Church Hill " was reported very quiet.

During the day, & German staff car, preceeded by 2 motoroycles was geen won ak
road on MT. ARNIGO (north and west of MT. BELMONTE about 2 miles) and this vehicle
with motorcycle escort w23 observed moving to the houses at C. IL MONTE (a small
village northeast approximately 1200 yards of the large Italian village of LULA.)

Men were observed going into a large house in the vicinity of G. IL MONTE aleso.
Cannon Jompany was called upén for fire and scored one dirsst hit.

The pgck nowitzers also scored 15 hits on a house near CABA DI SCTTO (east north-
east of "Ohurch Hill" approximetely a aile) using delayed action shells, amd scored
15 hits on the three large houses in CASA DI SOTTA itself.

Our patrols returned with negative reports. During the darkness our planes

were overhead for the purpose of taking picture of the enemy terrain.

February 5th, incidently, was the day selected as the time to attacﬁ@y the
34th Divialon. The artillery, tanks, tank destroyers, mortars, and machine guns
6pensd up precisely at H-Hour all across the front of the Division and their fire
was pronounced excellent by the asgaulting elements, partioularly the high velocity
fire of the tanks and Tand Destroyer's against p#ll boxes, d@gouts, and bunkerse
Elemente of the 148th and 133rd Infantry moved out under bover of the preparation
Pires but were stopyzed by heavy machins gun and mortar fire a ecant 100 yards north
of the line of departure. The narrov confines of “he ridze upon which the attack
wes to be made prohibited all but direct assault. Oonnter fire laid down to silemcs
the telling enemy fire produced little lasting effect. An attempt wae made to con-

tinue the attack but the alert enemy soon discovered the move and dispersed the

assault company with extremely acauratbs :gortar fire which moved Prom the heal to
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the tail of the advancing formation. Raaliéing that to continue the attak wowld
produce excessive casualties, the Commanding General approved the request of the
Rogimental Comwandere to allow ths units to withdraw and take up the original de-
fensive positionse The 135th Infantry's raids fared no better, failing to get wore

than a few yarde north of the line of departure.

There was little activity on the & February, except for soattered mechine gun
and mortar fire, and thé same held tnue the next day. Our patrol reports continued
negatives The light machuine zun 3sction whiﬁh was attached to the Third Battalion,
returned to Oompany "8% on the 6th.

Qompany "L® sent a patrol (ambush) on the 7th to the trail crossing north over
the GORGOGNANO Ridge, just 30 yards short of the imverted "U" of the road on the
BEVIZZANO ridge. They were 50 yards beyond a point where the enemy previously had-
an outpogts A machine gun on a knod north about 200 yarde was heard Piring general
haraseing fires Due to a comsentration of artillery fire by the Secand Battalion
at Ol40 hours, the patrol was‘forced to withdraw. However, they returned at 0200
houre and stayed until 0600 hours. On both cccassions no enemy were encountered,
Compeny "I" provided ambueh patrols on the 7th and 8th to no avall since the enemy
failed to meke an appearance.

On this same night of the 7-8 Pebruary, "G" Company eent 3 groups of 4 men each
with the objective being to infiltrate to the dugouts on Churech Hille The patrole
got as for forward as the LENA River when they saw a dugout position with a light
50 yarde due east of their position. They also observed a Machine gun emplacement
east of their position about 200 yards. The patrol reported they could not get to
the church or to elther of the dugouts without causing direct fire on their poeition.

The wea£her wae clear and warm on the 8th of February, visibility was excellent

and the enow was melting rapidly. Artlllery sctivity increased; the eneny Pired 35

%o 45 rounds within a few aimutes in the 3rd Bn. gector. Some Germane propaganda

shells landed, - =Jt-
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On the 9th of February, the Regiment learned that it was to be relieved by the
36lst Infantry., 91lst Division, and after a reet in BARBERINO was to relieve South
African units. It was a day of threatening rain, two of the bridges to the rear of
the Battalions had gone out, and the roads were deteriorating. By the next day the
stream had started to recede, but an examination digclosed that five bridges would
h2ave to be rebuilte It wae possible to ford the streame.

On the night of 9~10 February, a combat patrol from ngh Company went to the
house near the road leading north from "O. S:GA GALLOMI" (southeast of “Church Hill
abgut 1000 yards) and from this house, the " E" Oompany patrol went to within.150
yards of a house nortbward on a ridge top. The enemy was estimated at 25 persons.
One man was slightly wounded by mortar fire; the patrol returned at 0500 on the 10th
of PFebruary.

Little activity had osccurred on the Regimental front, other than an exchangs
of heavy haraseing artillery and mortar. fire. Heavy raiﬁa augmented by melting
snowg made every gorge and stream a raging torrent. A timely alert by the Com-
wanding General of the Division prevented any material loss, but 10 bridges in
the 'sector were washed out. Fortunately the flood was only of flash nature and
enabled the Engineers to regtore road communication the following morning;

The Piret and Third Battalione were relieved on the night of the 10th -~1lth
of February, while the Second Battalion wae relieved on the following night.
Company "B" reverted to control of the First Battalion, 135th Infantry when the
Third Battalion, 135th Infantry was relieved. Command of the sector péased complete~
ly to the 36lst Infantry, 9let Division on the early morning hours of the 12 of
February.

The same night, ths First Battalion wae chosen to send one officer and 14 en-

listed men to represent the American white troops in Italy at & ceremony for General
MARSHALL,
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The 135th Infantry Regiment spent the short rest in the'camp relaxing and ade
jueting the guartere to suit themselvea. Theyealso hed a complete dertal inspection,
a snort arm inspestion, care and oleaning of equipment: a complete ehowdown inspec-
tion of personal and organizational equipment was held; all the vehiocles were ground-
ed at thie time and many of them were turned in for salvage or repair. A U.8.0Q.
ehow and several movies were offered to the men in the theater in BARBERINO. Units
were notified of a parade in the near future and much practicihg was held.

On the 13th, a Regimental formation was held, 0330-1100 hours, a practise for
a decoration of individuals ceremony, to be condusted thé following daye The weather
wap fair and rather warm on this day which was aldo Pay Day. A conference was held
at the Regimental Oommand Post in regards to the near future movement. A major part
of the Regiment enjoyed the benefits of ahot shower and clothing.exchange during
these two days alsoe

Lt. Fosburg, formerly of "B" Oompeny wae geeigned to the S57thMM JAT platooﬁ.

On the cloudy but warm day of the l4th of February, at 1400 houré, the larggat‘
decoration ceremony in the hietory of the 135th Infantry was helde One hundred and
twenty-five men wers decorated by Major General Bolte who later addresgsed all the
officers of the Regimente At the ceremony a meritorious service plague was pregsented
to S8ervice Oompany for its efficient work in the Italian campeign. ¥he award entitled
the men of the Company to wear a laurel wreath on the right sleeve. This Pormation
wap algo attended by Brigadier General Braus, Assistant Division Commander.

The l4th of February was also used for the reconnaissance of a route to the
area of the Scots Guarde Battalion, 24 Brigade, British 6th South African Divigion
by the Third Battalion (135th Infantry) Commender, and hig 8-3 with lst Lt. Robert
O. Foster, with an officer from each Company of the Third Battalion.

On the 15th, a skeleton communication crew under the Third Battalion comwmunica-

tion officer, let Lt. Willer J. Reiter, went to the new selected area to get up
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communications previous to the arrival of the Third Battalion. This crew remainded
in the arem and awaited the arrival of the remainder of the Battalion. At 1030 hours,
OQompany "K's" orders were changed and @ new reconnaissance was necessitated for the
seleotion of their area in the vicinmity of BRIGOLA. A suitable area was found in
the vicinity of VALLE,

Meanwhile advénns elements of the Firet Battalion and Second Battalion, left
for a new area at GARDELLEITA on the 15th and epent the following day preparing the
Battalions for movement. '

The forward group from the 135th Infantry Regimental Command Post was at the
2hth Grenadier Guarde Brigade Command Poet on the 16th February in the vicinity of
MONTORIO, and theentire relief was completed on the 17th at 2030 hourss. The 135th
Infantry Jombat Team was attached to the 6th South Africen Divisione The First and
Boond Battalions were on line, the S8econd om the left flank and the Third Battalion
in Diviaiqn Resorve in the viciniy of RIOVBGGIO. The Second Battalion Oommand Post
was (about 2 miles southeast of #T. SOLE and 3 miles southwest of MONTERIMIOI ) near
the vicinity of MURAZZE GARDELLETTA.

The forward Third Battalion Commgnd Post was at LA MANDRIA (nesr BRIGOLA
which in turn wae weet approximately 2 miles of MONZUNO). The Third Battalion
retained the kitchens of all the units in the Battalion end the troops in this
Battalion enjoyed "B" rations. The Third Battalion supply was at MONCESOUTO VAL~
LESE, quite a distance to the south.

A German prisoner of war questioned by the British on the 18th February said
that an enemy attack wes to be made in the near future on Hill 501 or Hill 3505
both of which were in the close vicinity of GARDELLEITA (or nobthweet of MONZUNO
approximately 2 miles). They were geeking prisonera. fhe enemy flare signale were
digeovered to be as follows: one white and one red flare attack; two white and one

red for tank attack, and one white, one red, and one green to brihg down defensive

firess The Regiment was alerted on the baeis of this information.
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The Piret and Second Battalions made counterattack plans and adjusted the
various weapons for position in the fire plan. The veather was fair and warm on
the 18th.

Nineteen rounds of enemy artillery shells fell in the vicinity of Ci. BELLARIA
(vieinity of GARDELLETTA) between 0900 and 0950 hours. The First Battalion Obger-
vation Post moved during this day to the church at S. NICOOLO (southwest one mile
of GARDELLETTA) from high ground a mile northwest of GARDELLETTA.

On the 19th, & foggy day, the Regiment was adjusting itself to the new posi-
tioha, im;;roving them contimually. On the following day, General Keyes, II Qorps,
visited the Regimental sector and Command Pogt in the vicinity of MONTORIO, a small
.village with a rather large church (dus vest of MONZUNOapproximately 5 wilea). There
weg moderate artillery fire throughout the day, and some propaganda shells fell
in the Second Battalion's area.

A reconnaigeance patrol wae sent from "B' Oompany to the house along the morth
bound railroad nesr GARDELLETTA. The patrol consisted of 1 NOO and 8 Enlisted Men
and Reft at 2030 hours to remain until 0400 hours, the 22nd. The mission was to re-
main in the house approximately 36 hours, acting as an outposte This house appeared
to be exceilent place for locating one of our ambush patrols.

The anticipated enemy raid came at 0500 hours on the .alat of February against
Hi11 505 in the Oompany "F" sector. It was supPorted by artillery, mortar and
pachine gun fire but the enemy'e miesion was a failure Por no prisoners were taken.
Eight of our men were wounded bu’t.. it was not possible to make an acourate astimate
of the German casualties.

That night our bowbers were over Lhe enemy limes in our ssators

The Regiment wae alerted by IV Oorps on a poasible enemy counter-attack on the

22nd February. It was learned that the German 232nd Diviasion was planning an attack
on Americen 1Oth Mt. Divigion.
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The Observation Post comsunication line of Lthe Piret Battalion was cut and a
long section of the line removed. At about 1000 hours of the 22nd, a (Polish de-
serter) Prisonsr of YAr came into "3" Jompaay's osutpost ia ths vieiaity of the
rallroad nortussst of (IURAZZE GARDELLEITA. 8ix rounds of enemy artillefy fire fell
into the First Battalion's area at 2045 hours this day, imsediately after which
siue tiie dozarter vas sent to the First Battalion Command Poste

Also a listening post was z20nt out by the Second 3atialioa %o .he small vil-
l2z2 of CASOWOELLO and advanced as close as 50 yards to a certain house when the
outpost heard coughing and talking within ths hous:z; th3y returned at 0130 hours
with no further incident, howevere.

A security patrél frow "G" Jompany wvas unabls to contast the unit on their
132%?lanl: due to heavy shelling of the routs2. Aavther reconnsissance patrol, this

ons sent from “"F" Oompany went to SCPRA finding a badly demolished house with 2

ensmy machine guns loocated nearbye

There was more than the normal amount of eneuy artillery fire on the 23rd and
one concentration of 200 rounde fell in the Second Battalion'a area, but zc cesuml-

tles resulted. The day was unusually clear and wara; the temperature reaching 32

degreesa.

A degerter from the enemy's 8th Company, Seconi 3atbtalion, 2905th ountain e~
glisnt, 125th Division, gave the location of hie company command post as being at
GA DI BAVELLINO (a clueter of about 4 buillings northwest a mile oubtsi®: of IA%73
JARDILLETTA). The deserter also disclosed the location of several machine-gun po-
sitionze This inforuation wae relayed to Cannon Jompeny and the supporting artillery.

The 6th South Africans relinguished command of the 135th Infantry Regiment
at 0600 hours on the 24th of February and the commend of the 135th Infantry passed
to the control of the First Armored Uivision (American)

There were only 9 rounds of enemy zrtillery during this day, which was f=ir and




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

Patrolling contimed, however, ths Second Battalion sonding 2 patrole out in
the night meeting no contact with the enemy. One man was injured by héraasing
enemy artillery fire,

At 0100 hours on this day, the Firet Battalion Observation Post observed and
reported one amber flare in front of "BY Company on Hill 429. A half hour later,
"B" Company engaged approximately 20 Germans in a fire fight as they attempted to
raid "B® Company's area. One enlisted man, was killed, one wounded and one aiasing
(believed captured). fha raid was broken up without further casualtiss,

Much later at about 1045 hours and 1245, "A® Oompany reported enes. aii men in
the vicinity of CAMPOLUNGO. At 2100 hours, another enemy attack was encountexrei on
the "Rock® (Hill 4290 - a terrain feature in the MURAZZE GARDELLETTA area; or south
of MT, SOLE). "BY Qompany obgerved approximately 20 Germans about 300 yards Ffrem
the "Rook® and waited until they were cloger, then threw hand grenades and fired
rifle grenadese This action drove off the enemy force in the direction of Hill
445, Artillery and 8lmm mortars aided the troops on Hill 429 in driving off the
enemy algso. About midnight, "B" Company, searched the area FPor dead or wounded
Germans but found none. The Firgt Battalion had 60 feet cut from their Observation
Post comnunication line. The weather contimued clear and warm on the 25th of Fe-
bruary and it wvae & day of unmusuval quiet. The enemy did not fire their mortars
and very little artillery fell in the Regimental sector. A "B Company patrol did
not contact the enemy but received some 50mm mortar fire. Reconnaissance patrols
from the Second Battalion found all the Porward outpost «f the anemy unoccupied
during thig night.

There was a slight increase in mixsd calibre enemy artillery on the next day,

and 2 or 3 Germans approached "F® Company's posifitne at a rather large buildinz dus
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gouth of MT. SOLE at 2055 but the enewmy scattered when fired upon.

Reconnaisgance patrols fromthe Second Battalion found most of the positions
inocoupied in the enemy's outpost line but machine gun and mortar fire covering
the forward areas. _

Lte. Turner and a platoon from "C" Oompany wers out on this nigat to rald houses
on M1l 253 (north of GARDELLETTA about a mile and southeast of MT. SOLE about 2
miles) and eecure a prisoner if possible. The patrol's migeion was to proceed to
0A DI BAVELLINA (uhich.was west approximately 500 yards) if they found the houses
on Hill 265 unoccupied. They were still to ebtain a prisoner if possible. Lt.
Turner lead his patrol pass the control point (a location near the railroad tracka
and a trail and a gtream, north of GARDELLETTA) on towards the railroad tunmel. The

officer with § of the men could not see any movement. About 300 yarde away
they heard a machine gun firing in a draw. A § man listening post remained at a
house near the tunnel until just before the break of day. They then pulled back
%o the outpost and remained throughout the daye. The remainder of the p atrol returned

The same relative quiet prevailed on the 27th of February with aome~Germana
artillery firé falling in the Regimental rear areaas. The 125th Pield Artillery,
firing in support of the Reglment, was ueing a new type of aerial burst which was
reported to be extremely effective. Thie was a V-T (Variable Time) fuze. This
fuze needed no time setting and was used with the regular M~43 HE ghell. The shell.
automatically bursted upon reaching a set distanse Prom the ground. It is bore safe
but at the time it was Piret used there was still a high percentaga.of “Duds” rea-
ching at times 25%. Unlike the M-54 time shell, this shell does not explode upon
contact. Iglthe time elemont does not explode the shell, it is a "dud". The big
advantage of the projectile is that it gives an ideal height of burst without ad-
justment of obgervation. For hight herrassing fires, it ocould be particularly

terryfing. At first, there were also a high degres of premature burste. In bad
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weather or when fired over high terrain held by ’riendly troogs 3gpecial cars had
to be taken. The ideal way for firing the V-T ghell is to use high-anzle firinz.
The Division Artillery gave several fire demonstrations on this new fuge tre last
month of 1944, and had been priming themselves for such efrecient and affective
support for montsh.

The Regimental Commender and the 3-% went to the First Battslion at 0930
hours on the 27th to meke plans for another raid snd were to hold Hill 431, :»
posgible. They wers 1o follow the route Hill 263 CA oI BAVELLINA; Hill 322-Hi 11l
451. The leading platoon left at about 2100 hours and the raid Company was on its
wayl Following the assault groups was‘the wire party. "A" Company trip flares,
100 yards forward of the positions, went off and a party wae sent to investigate.
Upon reaching a point 300 yards from the First objective (Hill 263) (see attached
overlay of raid), the Company raid party received some machine gun fire seemed to
be coming from Hill 322 (to the northwest a couple hundred yards), so mortar Pire
wag placed there and also oﬁ Hill 398 (north approximately a half mile); The First
objective (Hill 263) was taken, nevertheless, at 0045 hours with no contact. When
5C yarde from the hill, a 3chu mine wag tripped and 2 officers and 1 Enligted Men
were injured. lhe patrol expected Hill 43} (due west 300 yards) to be unocsupied
but were unable to get through the minefield on the eastern gslope of the hill. At
U215 houre, several enemy were observed st the mouth of the reilrosd tumnel to the
east and permission was gramted from the 34th Division Commani Poet to change the
migsion to that spot, but upon reashing that point, no enemy were found. 7he tunnel
waes gearched for 75 ysrde until barricades were encountered,.but etill there was no
contacts The reiding party returned at C320 hours. The weather wag fair during
this operation.

Jn the last day of the wonth, snother attempted raid was made by the enemy on

the “Rook" (Hill 429). This was a smell group of Germsns, who threw hsnd grensdes
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and used.smell gortars. This was about 2C55 hours. F[ive minutes l:zter, another
group of Gersans were coming down the MT. 3LZ draw. lwents minutes later, "C*
Company reserve platoon moved up to Hill 422 to support "3" Company and at 213G
(10 minutes later) things had quieted down 2 bit. A% 72.4 hours, the excitement
wag over and the unitg suffered no casuslties. OSmall arms fire, mortsr 2n’ :srtil-
lery fire were the responsitle factors in 3isbanding ~a’' s»apelling the epproxi-
mated enemy force from 2U to 20 Germans to withdraw.

The First Battalion after advancing to Hill 425, found the bod. of one of
their men, who had been cz:itured, he had been beaten to death, =3 no wounds waxe
Sound. ihe positi.us were consolidatel anl it was necessary to precticglly pxobe
every inch of newly gained ground for mines.

Hules were uged a zood dezl of this wonth in cerrying rations and smmunition
to the troopse. All the supply trailes and draws were heavily mined as it was im-
poesible to remove all -- we had cleared and merked our own trails. This period
in the defenme of the winter line was mrrked by its unusual amcunt of sciivity.
Ine German defense line wap at the base of lil.l S(LE, a distance of a2bout 8CC
yards. The2 interveaing jround eatureted with mines. The enewy left lanss ithrough

. | TR S P O S 1 [ S AT e o o s Yt e Y
S0 Ul stz < AL RS SPRT AN AR BT B St T S B H H *

Sk opawe (1Z00BL o0 0" these avenues

of approach to dtempi Lo infilirzhe Lehind our lines. Hormy of our ocsitivns “rore

Zzzaerally on the peak of a not high, but steep, high. This necesaitated the carry-
ing of sugplies by ha:d; oven mules could not climb these hillsl This time, we
had the services ol an Italian rionier Joxzpany who gave us :reat assigtance in

garrying our supplies by hand. The month closed beinz fair and waram. So, on

the lgt of fareh, 19453, the aegiment is displsced as followst The First Battalion

wag in the vicinity of uArDilaxslAd, the Second dsttalion in the _onsel.l - 42 CA
Y ’

J. JU. ns reserve for the Firet Armored Divieion, snd the T:ird Sattslion occuging

F

‘sfonsive [ozitiong in the vicinity of LA QURACIA.
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wvidence showed the enemy h=d puileld back uis iins s3versl hundvs! ,~rds in

w3t ,1=¢3a. Fatroling zotivity seemed to be the mein issue lzst mcnth 5.7 -s

this
month cpenad, ii continued Lo carry priority in scheduled operations for the unite

[
in the degiwant.

There were no chiongze in positions and the 15th Infantry .iegiment Combat
Team was preparing to cush forward by infiltration to 2 general lins of T4 3%iaRA
(southwest of KI. SCLi approximately a mile), hill 275, 0. 3(s:d, 33\ -CimilA, Hill
476, Hill 445, cill 431 and s house near the railroad due north of GARILL_iTiA
about 40C yarias. <This gensral line ran north east to = ..-.tat asar SARVELLEZLITA more
or less circling the south side .f .. 3TLs.

"3" Cowpany, Third Flztoon recwived enemy mschine gun fire from Lill 431 and
the platloon requested supgortin; machine guns to fire OA the iiill in retaliation
which halted the fire of the enemy. "3" Company alao rerortel rsozivinz ~eschine
gun firs from Hill 331 but this did not continue because 5 rounds of 81mm wortar
snells wers i'ired upon the hill by the support. ‘ |

A ratrol that went to CA VIL.A reported men at JA riuLUiiuC. Approximately 30
counds ~f artillery and mortar shells 1l into the First Battalion area between
the Seccnd and ihird .leatoon of "A" Compsny. ‘

All suns in the First Bettalion were set on various defeusive plans at this time
snl the personnel were tecoming more and wore Familiar with them. "5" Company re-
seived 50 mortar shells faliin, on vwir Mrst Platoon.

Ca the afternoon of the lst, an order ;aa received from the first Armoréd i~
vigion to attach one Compeny to the 125th Infantry as a Zsitalisn ieaerv; for the
‘hird Battaliom, 175th Inf:niry at .A- UiEKSIA. Comgany "', the Coupuny attached

to the Third Battalion woved [roc GA DI Cu on foot to la «Uu.idlA during tha dark-

neec end joined s Third sattalion, 1%5th 1ufa2ntry 2t thet locaticn.
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The scheduled operations for the lst of March of the rhird Battalion, 135th In-
fantry were for "X" Company to make a recornaissance cotrol for a route for a Com-
pany raid, tentatively scheduled for tns naéht of Z=4 Marche. Ihis patrol consisting
0f ong officer and 5 men, left at 2g0L hours. Lhey went through the First Zattalion
outpost position te Hill 385 (due west of GA.DiLl-iiz sbout 50C yards), tuen along
e side of a draw .toward CA SuTTA.

Finding the terrain in this vieinity very rough, they cut scross io CA FUDEL-
LA, but could not find nb better route to CA 33TTA FrOM there. The pairol heard
digging on Hille 476 and 445. They returned at U2LC hours. ‘The results of this
operation definitely showed the propossd routs could not be used for the lompany
raid. "X" Company sent out another reconnaissance patrol at 1700 hours with their
ovjective CA SERRA ( southwest approximately a mile of }T. S0LE). They resched the
objective at 190C hours, but due to faulty radio comzunicztions, were unable to
report positions. - They found that a group of houses, on their objective, were
unoceupied. The patrol lesder lsft the patrol in one Qf-the houses and returned to
his Company for further instructions snd was told to return sad bring the patrol
back to the company mea which wss accomplished by 22uC hours.

A reconnsigsance patrol from "L Company left at approximately 170. hours with
thelr objeotive some area west of MI's SOLE, They reached this point at 1745 hours
and also found & number of houses unoccupied. The patrel remained to await a com-
bat patrol, vhich was due to come up and ocoupy the position. At aporoximetely 19CC
hours, a 15 wan enemy patrol 2pproached and fired on the "L" Company pstrol, which
withdrew after returning i'ire. After withdrawin; 2C0 to 30U yardsg, Shey wet their
ovwn combat patrole.. The two combined and fired on the enew; patrol nnd then with-

drew se ordered. OUne cf tne enemy wagkilled. No czsuzlties were recorted by this
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Cn 1i April preparations wers underv:y for tre relief of ile .laziment.

A patrol frou Uompeny "L" captured a priscner on 12 April en! this scldier from
the 296th Infantry szziueat claimed als unit hed been in their positions for the
past three montshe.

darly on the aorning of 15 :iuril the degiment was shocked by the men of the
untimely death of the Jommander-in-Cnief, rresident ..ooeevelt.

The following day CGolonel £llis V. #illiamson, who had been with the 34th Ui-
vigion Artillery, wes sent to the Hegiment as Comuanding (fficer. It had been
learned that Colonel lManhart probably would be confined to the hrepital for a Long
reriod. Cn the same day the ilegiment was notiried that a flak danger zone had been
set south of the 88-24 near LOIAINC line, and that this zone wvould be hizardous Ffrom
1255 hours - to 1430 hours on the 15th of April. Anti-aircraft guns wers beiny
fired ag a guide to our planes wh) was to soften the enery 28 a preliminery to the
ground offengive. 7The Hegiment, now in a new location, was designated as II Corps
reserve and placed on a two hour alert. Regimental Hesdquarters, Service Uompsny,
Anti-tank Company and the Third uattalion werec stationed in the vicinity of CASIZL-

KUCUG Di Bl3Alv, the Second Battalion at HONIO.BisZA, the Firet Battali:n continued

attached to the llth Armored Brigade, and Ca nnon Jompany to the 133rd Infantry.




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY INSTOR: (Cont'd)
[}

COMMANDING O#¢FICERS AND SIAFF OFFICERS ON 1 NOVEMBER ] 1944,

Regimental Commander

Executive Officer

8-4

8-5

8-2

8-1

Regimental Surgeon

Oommanding Headquarters Company
; Service Company

8 Antitank Company
B Cannon Company
" First Battalion
Executive Officer
83
Oommanding Heedquarters Company
. Company "A"
'.‘ Company “B%
8 Company "C"
n Company "p"
b Second Battalion
Exeoutive Officer
-3
Commanding Headquarters Company
" Oompany "E* .
: Company :B’:
Company "G
# Omany By

Third Battalion
Executive OfPiger '

53
Commanding Headquarters Company
b Company :I“
n Jompary aK:
Company L
8 Compeny “M"

Col Aghton He Manhart, 018773

Lt. Ool Charles P. Greyer, 0269157
Sapt Jack K. White, 0336830

Major Fres H. Lippuceci, 0359982

Capt Louis H. Hauser, 0125C418

Capt Winfred H. Dunham, 01291088

Cap Charles . Aills, 0348561

Capt Walter H. Johnson, 0328283

let Lt. Mart R. Farker, 01294355

lat Lt. Jay P. Hollyfield, 01290422
Oapt Dean O. Fellows, 01168659

Lt. Col Charles He Thompson, 0225488
Major James E. Tyler, 023079

Oapt Sumpter R. Neleon, 0420240

lat Lt. George M. Johnston, 01207544
lst Lt. Louls Montelione, 01310133
let Lt. David B. Ayrea, 0467438
Oapt William C. Huey, 0406826

Capt Herbert E. Grote, 01302966
Major Leon K. Kurland, 0284283

let Lt. John "B". MNaughton, 0380472
Capt.Joel M. Lewigon, 0291051

let Lt. Thomas B. Griesemer, 01210100
lst Lt. Richard Bowden, 0130383

Oapt Nelson I. Kibler, 037%200 :
let Lt. Ambrose J. Brigcoe, 0391531
Lt. Col John W. Joyce, 0331690

Major Allison A. Conrad, 0327559
Capt William B. Oole, 0384080

Oapt Reid B. Huff, 0390555

let Lt. Tillman F. Wood, 010351988
let Lt. Loon H. Arey, 01290360

lst Lt. Warren G. Harber, 01321772
lst Lt. Richard A. Kearney, 01311398

g Officers and Staff Officers during the month of

le lat Lt. Tillman P. Wood, 01031988, relieved of agsigment as Command-

ing Officer, Company "I°9,

2. OCapt Leslie K. Vensel, 01305681, aesigned as Commanding Officer, Com-

pany “I%,

5. 1st Lt. Ambrose J. Brisooe, 0391531,

ing Officer, Oompany "K",

4. Capt Alfred H. Breninger,

Company "H",

relieved of assignment as Command-

01283716, aselgned as Commanding Officer,
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PHASE XIII 135TH INPAKTRY REGIMEM HISTORY (Cont'd)
COMMANDING OFFICERS IN ENGAGENENTS, Continued.

7 November 1944

ls lat Lt. Mart R. Farker, 01294355, Commanding Officer, Service Oom-
pany, promoted to Captain.

2. Capt Winfred H. Dunham, 01291088, 8-1, evacuated sick.
10 November 1944

l. Col mshton H. Manhart, 018773, Commanding Officer, 135th Infantry,
evacuated sick.

2+ Lt. Col Charles P. Greyer, 0269157, Executive Officer, assumed
command of the 135th Infantry Regiment.

11 November 1944

l. Major Leon K. Kurland,'0284285, rolioved of aasigmment ae Commanding
Officer, 2nd Battalion, and assigned as Executive Officer, Second Battalionm.

2. Lt. Ool Simon Castille, 0234762, aesigned as Commanding Officer, 2nd
Battalione.

5« Capt Joel M. Lewison, 0291051, 8-1, & Hqe Co. Commender, 2nd 3Battalion
returned to the United States on Temporary Duty {furlough).

4. 1let Lt. Paul BE. Felber, 01286265, assigned as S-1 & Hg. 0o. Commander,
2nd Battalion.

12 November 1944

le 1lst Lt. David B. Aypes, 0467438, Commanding Officer, QJompany "B",
evacusnted gick.

2. lgt Lt. Walter R. Hayes, 01525218, assigned 28 Oommanding Officer,
Company “B*,

14 November 1944

le DBst Lt. Jarren G. Harber, 01321772, relieved of assignaent 1s Command-
ing Officer, Company "L".

2+ let Lt. Patrick J. Flannigan, C129837%, 01298373, assigued a3 Copmand-
ing Cfficer, Tompany "."

21 November 1944

1. Major Allison A. Gonrad, 0327559, Zzecutive Cfficer, 3rd Battalion
evacusted sick.

22 November 1944

1. Major Hobert B. Allen, 0370519, assigned as Exesutive Officer, 3rd
Battalion.
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PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMEST HISTORY (Gont'd)

COMMANDING OFFICERS IN ENGAGEMENTS, Continued.

27 November 1044

1. lst Lt. Thomas B. Griesemer, C15101CC, relieved of assignment ag

Commanding Officer, Company "E®.

2+ 1lst Lt. Edgar W. Boggan, 0415150, aesigned as Commanding Officer,

Company 7E".

Commanding Officerp and Steff Officers on 1 December 1944.

Regimental Commander
Executive Officer

Lt. Col Oharles F. Graysr, 0269157

84 Oapt Jack K. White, 0336830

8-3 Major Fred H. Lippucecl, 0%59982
82 Oapt Louls H. Hauger, 01290418
S-1

Regimental Surgeon

Comms nding Headquarters Company
a Service Company

Antitanke Company

CGannon Company

Capt. Charles W. Mills, 0383561
Oapt. YWalter H. Johnson, 0352828%
Oapt. Mart R. Parker, 01294355

1st Lt. Jay F. Hollyfield, 01290422
Capt. Dean C. Fellows, 01168659

8 Pirst Battalion Lt. Col Oharles H. Thompson, 0223488
Exscutive Officer Major Jemes E. Tyler, 0250g
8-3 Oapt. Sumpter R. Nelgon, 0420240
Commanding Headquarters Oompany let Lt. George M. Johms®n, 01297544

" Company "A" lst Lt. Louis Montelione, 01316153

4 Company "B" let Lt. Walter R. Hayes, 01325218

" Oompany "C° Capt. William C. Huey, 0406826

8 Oompany "D* Capt. Herbert E. Grote, 013029066

8 Second Battalion Lt. Col Bimon OCagtille, 0234762
Executive Officer Major Leon K. Kurland, 0234283
8-5 ‘ let Lt. John B. Waughton, 0380472
Commanding Headquartere Company Capte. Paul E. Feiber, 01286265

a Company “E" let Lt. Bdgar W. Boggan, 0413150

" Oompany "P* l1st Lt. Richard Bawden, 01303834

" Compeny "G" Capte. Nelson I. Kibler, 0373200

o Company "H" Oapt. Alfred H. Breninger, 01283716

" Third Battalion Lte Col John W. Joyoe, 0331690
Executive Officer Major Robert B. Allen, 0330519
5-3 Capt. William B. Cole, 0384080
OCommanding Headquarters Company Oapt. Reid B. Huff, 0390555

s Company "1" Oapt. Leslie K. Vensel, 01305831

a Company "K" lpt Lt. Leon H. Arey, 01290360

u Company ®L% let Lt. Patrick J. Flannigan, 01298373

n Company "M"

let Lt. Richard A. Kearnsy, 01311%98

Omur:_,c;gi_ig_(hmmanding Officers and 3taff Officers during the month of December,
1944,

1 December 1944

le lst Lt. John B. Naughton, 0380472, relieved
o
Battalion. 4 Z72 ’ f aesignment as 3-3, 2nd




PHASE XIII 135TH INPANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

COMMAMNDING OFFICERS IN ENGAGEMENTS, Oontinued.
)} December 1944 (Cont'd)

2. Cept. Norman E. Brown, 01286936, assigned as 8-3, 2nd Battalione
2 December 1044

le Oupte Walter He. Johnson, 0528283, Commanding Officer, Headquartere
Company, evacuated sicke.

- 3 Decenmber 1944

1. Capt. Sumpter R. Nelson, 0420240, 8-3, 1st Battalion, evecusted siok.
4 Degember 3,2#&

s Lt. Col Charles P. Greyer, 0269157, relieved of assigrment as Commanding
Officer, 155th Infantry, and assigned as Regimental Executive Officer.

2. 0ol Aghton H. Manhart, 018773, pesumed command of 135th Infantry.
1_December 1944

l. Oapt. Keith O. Van Krevelen, 0377973, aseigned as Oommanding Officer,
Headquarters Gompany, (Returned to duty from furlough in USA).

, 2. lst Lt. George M. Johnafon, 01297544, relisved of aesigmment as 8-1
and Headquartere Company Commander, lst Battalion.

3+ Oapt. William R. Howard, 0387017, aseigned ee S-1 and Headquarters
Qompany Commander, lst Battalion.

9 December 1944
le let Lte Sylvegter J. Hunter, 01302468, aseigned as 8-3, lst Battalion.
11 Degember 1944

1. Capt. Jack K. White, 0336830, relieved of aesigmment as §-4, 135th
Infantry. '

2. Major Roland (MMI) Anderson, 0366901, assigned as S-4, 135th Infantry.
17 December 1944

le let Lt. Walter R. Hayes, 01325218, relieved of assignment as Commanding
Officer, Cempany "B®, (returned to duty from furlough in UBA.)

24 December 1944

1. Lt. Col. Simon Castille, 0234762, Commanding Officer, 2nd 3atialion,
evacusted wounded. .

2e Magor Leon K. Kurland, 028428%, Executive Officer, 2nd Battalian,
ommanding Officer, 2nd Battalion.

Br

aseigned ag




PHASE XIIT 135Ti INFASIRY REGIMENT HISTOR{ (Cont'd)

COMMAIDING OFFICERS IN ENGAGEMzNIS, Continued.

3] December 1944

1. Capt. Jack K. White, 0336830, assigned as Executive Opfficer, 2nd

Battalion.

COMMAIDING OFFICERS AND STAFF OFFICERS CN 1 JANUARY 1945.

Regimental Commander
Executive Officer

S-4 .

3-5

-2

S-1

Regimental Surgeon
Commanding Headquarters Company
Service Gompany
Antitank Company
Cannon Company
First Battalion
Executive Officer

Col. Aghton He Manhart, 018773

Lt. Col Charles F. Greyer, 0269157

Major Roland Anderson, 0366901

Hajor Fred H. Lippusci, 0359982

Capt Louis H. Heuser, 01290418

Capt Charles W. Mills, 0368561

Capt Keith C. Van Krevelen, 0377973

Cagt Mart R. Farker, 01294355

lst Lt, Jay F. Hoolyfield, 01290422

Capt Dezn O. Fellows, 01168659

Lt. Col Charles He Thompson, 0223488

Ma jor James E. Tyler, 023079

8-% lst Lt. Sylvester J. Hunter, 01302448
Commanding Headquarters Compeany Capt William ], Howard, 03837017

4 Company "A" 1st Lt. Louis Montelione, 01316133

u Oompany “B* Oapt Donovan C. Griffin, 0416559

" Company °C" Capt William C. Huey, 0406326

" Oompany *D* Capt Herbert E. Grote, 01302966

% "  8econd Battalion Ma jor Leon K. Kurland, 028428%
Bxecutive Officer Capt Jaock K. White, 0536830
8-3 OCapt Norman E. Brown, 01286956
Oommanding Hesdquarters Company Capt Paul E. Feiber, 01286265

u Company "E" lst Lt. Edgar W. Boggan, 0413150

n Company °F) lst Lt. Richard Bawden, 01303834

n Company "@ Capt Nelson I. Kibler, 0373200

B Oompany "H" Oapt Alfred H. Brenninger, 01283716

o Third Battalion

' Lt. Col John Y. Joyce, 0351690
Executive Offiger Ma jor Robert B. Allen, 0330519
53 Capt William B. Gole, 0384080
Commending Headquarters Company Capt Reid Be Huff, 0390555

" Company "IV Jupt Leslie K. Vensel, 013054681

# Company "K° 1st Lt. Leon H. Arey, 01290360
4 Company “L" 1st Lt. Patrick Je Flannigen, 01298373
" Company "M® 1st Lt. Richard A. Kearney, 01311398

Chan in Commandinz Officerg and Staff Officers during the month of
Janqgii; 15%5.

4 Jarmary 1

1, lgt Lt. Richard A. Kearney, 01311398, Commanding Officer, Company
evacuated sicke.

umx_éw
1.

apt Joe (MMI) Humble, Aesigned as Commending Officer, Company "M"

ny
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PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)
COMMANDING OFFIOERS IN ENGAGEMENTS (Cont'd)
8J 1

le Lt. Ool Oharles He Thompson, 0223488, relieved of mgsigrment as Com-
mniing Officer, lst Battallon.

2+ Major James E. Tyler, 025079, relieved of assigmment as Executive
Officer, let Battalion, and assigned as Commanding Officer, lst Battalion.

9 January 1945

le Oapt Mart Re Parker, 01204355, relieved of assigment as Oommanding
Officer, Service Oompany, and assigned as Regimental Adjutant.

_10 Jenuary 1945

l. Oapt Jamea Fe. Garfield, 0370002, assigned as Executive Officer, let
Battalion upon returning from furlough.

2¢ 1lst Lt. Burton F. Bridges, 01310565, assigned as Commanding Officer,
Service Cormpany.

3. 1let Lt. 8ylvester J. Hunter,01302468, relieved of assigmment as 8-3,
1ot Battalion and assigned e#ssistant 9-3, lst Battalion.

4, Capt Donovan C. Griffin, 0416559, relieved of assigment as Comman-
ding Officer, Company "B, and assigned mas 8-3, lst Battalion.

5« 1let Lt. Erneet O. Seasto, 01302201, aseigned ae Commanding Officer,
Company "8%,

21 Jamuary 1945

1. Ool Ashton H. Manhart, 018775, Regimental Commsnder, 135th Infantry,
roturned to United 8tates on Temporary Duty.

2. Lt. Col Charlee P. Greyer, 0269157, Executive Officer, 135th InPantry,
assumed command of the Regiment.

24 Japuary 1
l, Capt Norman E. Brown, 01@6956, 8~-3, 2nd Battalion, evacuated sigke.
S )

2, Oapt Oharles W. Mille, 0368561, Regimental Surgeon, transferred to
Hge 34th Infantry Division.

3¢ Capt Arthur (NMI) Heldmen, 0428142, assigned as Regimental Surgeon.

26 Jemary 1045

l. Oapt Donovan C. Griffin, 0416537, relieved of assigmment ms 3-3, lat
Battﬁlionn
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PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

COMMANDING OFFICERS IN ENGAGEMENTS (Cont'd)

26 Jamary 1L Contd

2. 1lst Lte Louis (I\Mg Montelione, 01310133, relieved of essigment ag
A

Commanding Officer, Company "A®

pany "AR,

4, Oapt Nelson F. Kibler,

evacuated sick.

» and assigned as 3-3, lgt Battalion,

J. let Lt. Robert E. King, 0524350, aseigned as Commanding Officer, Com-

0373200, Commanding Officer, Cempany "e",

5+ 1lst Lt. Gordon R. Johnson, 01519125, assigned as Commanding Offi cer,

Company “G".

COMMANDING OFFIOERS AND STAFF OFFICERS ON )} FEBRUARY 1945,

Regimental OCommander

Executive Officer

S-4

8-5

8-2

3-1

Regimental Surgeen

Commanding Headquartera Company

s 8ervice Company

Antitank Company
Cannon Company
First Battalion

Executive Officer

8-3

Oommanding Headquarters Company

a Qompany "AY
8 Qompany "B°
n Company 9%C¥
" Oompany "D"

8eaond Battalion
Exeoutive Officer

8-3
Oommending Headquarters Company
, Company "E®
n Company "F¥
u Gompany “G°
L} cmupany Uy
Executive Offiger
85
Commanding Headjuarters Company
o Oompany "1®
n Gompany "K"
: Company *L"

Company "M"

Lte Col Charles P. Greyer, 029157

Major Roland Anderson, 0366001
Major Fred H. Lippucci, 0350982
Capt Louie H. Hauser, 01290418

Oapt Mart R. Parker, 01294385 ,
Capt Arthur (NMI) Heldman, 0428142
Capt Keith O. Van Krevelen, 0377973
let Lt. Burton ?o Bridg%, 01510
let Lt. Jay F. Hollyfield, 01290422
Vapt Dean C. Pellows, 01168659
Major James E. Tyler, 023079

Capt James F. Garfield, 0570002

let Lt. Louis Montelions, 01316133
Oapt William R, Howard, 0387017

lst Lt. Robert . King, 052

lst Lt. Brnest O. Saamsto, 01202201
Capt William O. Huey, 0406826

Ospt Herbert E. Grote, 01502986
Major Leon K. Kurland, 028428%
Capt Jack K. White, 03368%0

Capt Paul E. Feiber, 01286265

lat Lt, Edgar W. Bogzan, 0413140
13t Lt. Richard Bawden, 01503834
let Lt. Gordon R. Johnson, 01319125
Capt Alfred H. Breninger, 01283714
Hajor Robert B. Allen, 0350519

Capt #illiam B. Oole, 0384080

Gapt Reid, B. Hufe, 05900555

Capt Leslie K. Vengel, 01305681
let Lt. Leon H. Arey, 01290340

let Lt. Patrick J. Flannigan, 01208573
Capt Joe (NMI) Humble, 01309738
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PHASE XIIT 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTOR: (Cont'd)

COMMANDING OFFIGCERS IN ENGAGEMALTS (Cont'd)

O%affaa in Commending Cffigers and Staff Officers during the month of
Februar .

17 February 1945

1. Capt Jack K. White, 0336830, relieved of aseignment as Zxecutive Of-
ficer, 2nd Battallion and returned to United States on Temporary Duty (Leava),

10 February ;Qﬂi

1. Major Hobert B. Allen, 0330519, relieved of assigmment as EZxecutive
Qeficer, 3rd Battalion, and assigned as Zxeoutive Officer, 2nd Battalion.

2. Major Alligon A. Conrad, 0327559, assigned as Executive Officer,
5rd Battalion.

3. Oapt William B. Cole, 0334080, relieved of assignment as S-3, 5rd .
Battalion, and assigned as 33, 2nd Zattalion. ;

4., 1lst Lt. Robert O. Foster, 0425838, assigned as 8-3, 3rd Battalion.
5« Oapt Paul E. Feiber, 01286265, relieved of agsigmment es Commanding

Officer, Headquarters Oompany, 2nd Battallon, and returned to United States
on Temporary Duty (Leave)e

6e 1lst Lt. Olayton 8. Oas, 01511345, aesigned as Commanding Officer,
Headquartere Company, 2nd Battalion.

27 February 1945

_ 1. 1lst Lt. Leon H. Arey, 01290360, relieved of assignment as Oommanding
Officer, Company "K",.

2. legt Lt. George A. Hunt, 02055397, aseigned as Commanding Officer,
Company "K".

Feb r

1. Oapt Louis H. Hauser,01290418, relieved of aesigmment as Fegimental
82 and returned to United States on Temporary Duty (lezve).

2, 1lst Lt. Leo J. Remmetter, 0437485, assigned as Regimental 8-2,

5. 1lgt Lt. Jay F, Hollyfield,01290422, relieved of assigrment as Com-

manding Officer, Antitank Company, and returned to United States on Temporary
Duty (Leave).

4, 1lst Lt. Bruce M. Heniford, 01285588, assigned as Commanding Officer,
Antitank Componye




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Oont'd)

COMMANDING OFFICERS AND STAFF OFFICER3 ON 1 MARCH 1945.

Regimental Commander

Ezecutive Officer

S-4

8-3

5-2

8-1

Regimental Burgeon

Commanding Headquarters Company
n Service Company

# Antitank Company
H Cannon Company
" First Battalion
Executive Officer.
a3
Commanding Headquarters Company
a Company "A"
" Company “B"
" Oompany "C®
" Company D"

Sgoond Battalion
Executive Officer

85 ,
Comm%nding Headquarters Company
Oompany "§"°
" Company "'g
n Gompany *G*
0 Company "H®
" Third Battalion
Executive Officer
83
Commanding Headquarters Compzny
u Company "1"
9 COEP&RY nag
a Company "L"

s Company "MP

Lte Col Charles P. Greyer, 0259157

Major Roland Anderson, 0366901
Major Fred H. Lippucoi, 0359282

let Lt. Leo J. Jeanetter, 0437485
Capt Mart R. Parker, 01294552

Capt Arthur (IMI) Heldman, Oh28142
Capt Keith Q. Van Krevelen, 0377973
lst Lt. Burton Fi Bridges, 01310565
let Lt. Bruce M« Heniford, 01285588
Capt Dean O. Fellows, 01168659
Major Jamea EB. Tyler, 023079

Cept James B. Garfield, 0370002

1st Lt. Louis Montelions, 01316133
Capt Williem R. Howard, 0387017

1st Lt. Robert E. King, 0524350

1t Lt. Ernest 0. Beasto, 01302201
Oapt #illiam O. Huey, 0406826

Oapt Herbert B. Grote, 01302966
HMajor Leon K. Kurland, 0284233
Major Robert B. Allen, 0330519
Capt William B. Cole, 0384080

lst Lt. Olayton 8. Oas, 01511345
lst Lt. Edgar Y. Boggan, 0413150
lst Lt. Richard Bawden, 01303834
let Lt. Gordon R. Johnson, 01319125
Oapt Alfred H. Brenimger, 01283716
Lt. Gol John W. Joyce, 0331690
Fajor Allieon A. Conrad, 0327559
lgt Lt. Robert 0. Foeter, 0423838
CSapt Reid B. Huff, 039C0555

Capt Leslie K. Vensel, 01303631
18t Lt. George A. Hunt, 02055307
let Lt. Patrick J. Flannigan, 01298375

Oapt Joe (iMI) Humble, 01309738
Changee in Commending OPficers end Staff Officers during the month of
March, 19%;.

5 March 19_5

1+ Capt Joo (IMI) Humble, 01309738, relieved of ageignment as Commanding

Officer, Company "M,

2. 1let Lt. Richard A. Kearney, 01511398, aesigned as Commanding Officer,

Company "M".
4 Merch 1945

ls Major Robert B. Allen, C330519, Executive Officer, Becond Battalion,
avacuated asicke




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)
COMMANDING OFFICERS IN ENGAGEMENTS (Cont'd).

" 6 March 1945

le 1lst Lt. Gordon R. Johneon, 01319125, relieved of assigmment ss :
Oormending Officer, Company "G%.

2. let Lt. San (MI) Guszardo, 01312760, assigned as Commanding
Officer, Oompany %".

17 March 1945

1. OCapt Arthur (MI) Heldman, 0428142, Rezimental Surgeon, promoted
to Majore

18 Ma

le Lt. Ool Charles P. Greyer, 0269157, relieved of assigmment as Com-
mending Officer, 135th Infantry, and assigned ae Regimental Executive Officer.

2+ 0Ool Aghton H. Manhart, 018775, assumed command of 135th Infantry.

2 re

1. 1lst Lt. Louis Montelione, 01316133, relieved of assigmment as 8-5,
First Battalion.

2. let Lt. Robert G. Davip, 01304872, assigned as S-5, First Battalion.

25 Margh 19 .

l. Capt Alfred H. Breninger, 01285716, relieved of aseigmment as Com-
wanding Officer, Company "H",

2+ lgt Lt. Ambroge J. Briscoe, 0201531, aselgned as Coamanding Officer,
Company "H%.

30 March 1945

l. 1lst Lt. Bruce M. Heniford, 01285588, relieved of assigmment as Com-
manding Officer, Antitani Coampany.

2+ Ogpt Edward T. Butt, asgigned as Commanding Officer, Antitant Com-
pany. (01030227).




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMELT HISTCAY (Comt'd)

CCMMAMNDING OFFICERS IN EXGAGEMENTS (Cont'd).

Regimental Commander

Executive Officer

S-4

S-5

S-2

S-1 :

Regimental Surgeon

Commanding Headquarters Company
; Service Company

Antitenk Company

Cannon Company
o First Battalion

Executive Officer

S-3

Commanding Headquarters Company
" Company "A"®

Ool Ashton H. Maphart, 018773

Lt. Col Charles P. Greyer,0249157
%gjor Roland Anderson, 0366901
Major Fred H. Lippucci, 0359922

lst Lt. Leo J. “emmetter, 0437485
Capt Mart R. Parker, 01294355

Major Arthur (NMI) Heldman, 0428142
Capt Keith O. Van Krevelen, 0377973
lst Lt. Burton F. 3ridges, 0131C565
Capt Edward T. Butt,01030227

Oapt Dean G. Fellows, C1168659
Major James E. Tyler, 023079

Capt James F. Garfield, 0370002

let Lt. Robert Ge Davis, 01304872
Capt William R. Howard, 087017

lat Lt. Robert E. Xing, 524350

lst Lt. Ernest O. Saasto, 013022C1
Oapt William C, Huey, 0406826

Oapt Herbert E. Grote, 01302966
Major Leon K. Kurland, 0284283
Major Robert B. Allen, 0330519

Capt Williem B. Cole, 0384080

lgt Lt. Clayton S. Oas, 01311345
igt Lt. Edgar W. Boggan, 0413150
let Lt. Richard Bawden, 01303834
let Lt. Bam (NMI) Guzzardo, 01312760
lst Lt. Ambrose J. Briecoe, 0391551
Lt Ool Bohn W. Joyce, 0331600
Major Alligon A. Conrad, 0327559
lst Lt. Robert O. Foster, 04258328
Oapt Reid B. Huff, 0%9CC555

Capt Leslie K. Vensel, 01305681

lat Lt. George A. Hunt, 02055397
lgt Lt. Patriok J. Flannigan, 01298373
let Lt. Richard A. Kearney, 01311308

ChanEeg in Commanding Officers gand Staff Officers during the month of

n Company "B"
n Company "C"
8 Oompany "D*
# Second Battalion
Executive Officer
8-3
Oommanding Hesdquarters Company
" Company "&°
o Company "P"
" Sompany "G"
a Oompany "H"
. Third Battalion
Executive Officer-
5-3
Commanding Headquarters Company
8 Company #I1®
u Company " K"
o Company "L"
u Company *M"
April, 194%

l. Col Ashton H. Manhart, 018773, Jommanding Officer, 135th Infantry,

evacuated sicks

2. Lt Col Charles P. Greyer,

0269157, relieved of aesigrment as Executive

Officer, 135th Infantry, and assigned as Commending Officer, 135th Infantry.

5+ Major Leon K. Kurland, C28428

%5, relieved of agsigment as Commanding

Cfficer, 2nd Battalion, and zssignad z3 Suezssiive Cfficer, Second Battalion.
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PHASE XIII 133TH INFANTRY REGIMEKT HISTCRY (Cont'd)
COMMANDING OFFICERS IN ENGAGEMENTS (Cont'd)
April 1 Cont'd

4, Lt. Col Simon Castille, 0234762, assigned as Commanding Officer,
Soond Battalion.

5« Major Robert B. Allen, 0530519, relieved of assigrment as Executive
Officer, Second Battalion.

12 April ;25@

1. Capt Williem L. Gennon, O130C471, relieved of assigmment of Joumending
Officer, Cannon Companye.

2. let Lte Wilbur (NMI) Williame, 01295971, assigned ae Commanding Officer
Cannon Companye

L0888 IN ACGTION

LOSSES IN ITALIAN CAMFAIGN (From 1 November through 30 November 1944).

l. glleg 13 Aotlog
11 November 1944

8/8gt Dahl, Henry O. 37028794 AR OCo.
8/8gt Thorson, Raymond 8. 20707375 A% OCo.
Opl Brown, Robert J. . 37045424 AT Co.
Pfo Ojala, Arvo A. 36229240 AT Co.

12 November 1944

Cpl Weise, Alexander (INMI) 32023665 Co. TR
13 November 1944

Pfc Joyce, John J. 51424236 Co. "IN
15 November 1944

Pfe Ferree, Robert O. 33853120 Jo. MI®
Pfe Barber, Daweon W. 55884028 0o, "G"
Pvt Longley, Herbert V. 35638905 Jo. "G°
Pfe Bennett, Edward E. 31321820 Joq, "1
Pfe Jenkins, Clyde V. 6704186 Co., "IW

22 November 1944

§/8gt Thomas, Brady P. 36548038 Co. "g%
8/8gt Toth, Steve (MI) 36670077 Oo. Hod
8gt  Butler, George W. Jr. 53508806 Coe. "GY
3gt Harvell, Arthur C,. 54470677 Co. %OP®
Sgt Szpajer, Norbert J. 36715345 Co. Ao
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PHASE XIII 135%H INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

LOSSES IN AGTION (Cont'd)

Killed in Action.
22 November 1944 (Cont'd)

Pfe  Baker, Pgul P.
Pfe Bush, Samuel W.
Pfe Gauron, Willlam A.
Pfe Jansgen, John E.
Pfc  Davig, Louls (IMI)
Wo ggged in Aot;on

10 Novgmber 1944

Pfe
Pfeo

White, Oharles E.
Ottermsn, Allen R.

1) November 1944

Pvt Journeay, William P.
PPe  Papotnik, Joseph (IMI)
8 Suits, Curry Ce.

a;;gt Mize, Arvin R.

PPo Geer, Williem L.

Pfc Subasie, Joseph F.
Ppe Tervo, Raymond O,

Pfe BI'GZMi'p Frank D,
Pfe Gero, Frampic We

Pfo = Mueller, Virgil He
Pvi Figohor, Johnny Be
12 November 1944

o Stephens, Timmie E.

15 November 1044

Pfo Sowers, Robert X,
Pvt  Quinn, Jack (MMI)
Pfec Holling, Carl H.

Pfe Stolowski, Sigmund C.

14 November 1044

o
PPo
Cpl
Pfo
Pfeo

Tunrer, Halden F.
Horcher, Marvin O.
Goldemith, George S.
Winton, Otis O.
Baranoski, Michael (NMI)
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55683162

3137
56%2512
34760725

35626664
36415254

34624754
55112031

327155167
34813209

gzgggéha
019
34875816
36288999

21508892
267155723
32601816
39020741
56877385

Co.
Co.
Co,
Co.
Co.

Cne.
Cne.

Co.

Coe.
Coe
Coe.
Coe.

00.
Co.
Co.
Oo.
Go.

uou
ﬂo“

ncn
ncﬂ
llcll

Co.
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an
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qu
HIKI
nIn
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PHASE XIII 155TH INFAKTRY REGIMERT HISTORY (Cont'd)

WCUNDED IN ACTION (Cont'd)

15 November 1944

Pvt Magee, Curtis E.
Pvt Devaney, Kenneth Y.

16 November 1944

Pyt Myers, Mxie E., Jr.
Pvt Knowles, James C.
Pfo Hurley, Raymond P.
Pvt Peterson, John e
Ffo Howard, David (2MI)
Pvt Calendo, Georze (WI)
Sgt Cubbagz, Howard V.
Sgt Payne, Leon W.

17 November 1944

Pvt Jognson, Howard B.
Pfc Dowdle, John D.

Pfec Stempien, Stanley S.
Pfe Martin, James O.

8gt Rowe, James F.

Pfe Fleming, Richard G.
Pfe Fay, Howard K., Jre

18 November 1944

Pfe Linde, August W.

19 November 1944

Pfe Cagella, Jogeph P.
Pfc Metcalf, Paul P.

22 November 1944

Pyt Bartholomal, Joseph Je
24 November 1944

Pfc Ladner, Richard S.
MISSING IN AOCTION

2 November 1944

Ffo Woodward, George C.

14 November 1044

Pfe Cluggish, George H.
Sgt Schlzer, Edward K.

LOSSES 1N ACTICK (Cont'd)

38685790
39832175

35707321
34508199
35706771
32800754

i
53454500
34403816

337989C7
34890352
36869188
35752144
32779309
35598837
31262096

37286537

32651592
34726783

33704500

14095786

33192872

35894546
33117469

CO.
Coe

Co.
Ooe.
Co.
Co.

it

U0
Co.
Co.
Co.

Co.
Co.
Co.
Coe.
Oo.
Go.
Coe

Coe

Co.
Coe.

Coe.

Coe.

Co.

Co.
Co.

NGI‘l
nGu

llIll
HIH
qu
RIII
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PHASE XIII 135TH INPANMTRY REGIMENT HISTORY
LOSSES IN ACTION COKTINUED.

Wounded in Agtion (Oont'd)

16 November 1044

8gt Rainey, Leonard Re 34764893 Cq. "I®

Pfo Giotis, John @. 33898967 Co, "I

Pvt Sawicki, Harry 8. 33614312 GCo. PI°
Nov 1

Pfec Barnas,Michael E., Jr. 36674779 Co. 30F

LOSEES IN ITALIAN OAMPAIGN PRIOR 0 NOVEMMER, 1944, BUT NOT INGLUDED
IN PREVIOUS LISTINGS:

Killed in Action

26 April 1944

Pvt Green, Russell W. 42000833 0o, "gB
(Previously reported as Migeing in aotion, 26 April 1944)

Pvt Merchant, Oharleg H. 33733276 Co. Bof

(Freviously listed ae Missing in Action, 26 April 1944)
15 October 1944

PPo Bragwell, J, D. (10) 34573031 Co. "EM
SUMMARY
. Yarrant Enlisted
Offigers Officers ~rMen
Killed in Astion 0 0

%

Wounded in Actiont
Migeing in Action:
Captured:

[« Yoo
eNoNw




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMEXT HISTOxY (Cont'd)

LOSSES IN ITALIAN GAMPAIGN (From December 1 through3l December 1944).

Killed in Action

9 December 1944

Pvt Gunnels, Charles W., Jr.
Pfe Hagzard, Walter Z.
S/Sgt  Lundy, Arthur F.

22 Desogaber 1944

Pfo Jolly, David Re

24 December 1944

let Lt. Naughton, John 3.

26 December 1044

Pfec Tyahla, Samuel A.

Pvt Buttacavoli, George {WMI)

Pfo Davanport, Grady R.

Died of Wounds in hogpitale.

Younded in Agti on.

9 December 1944

8/8gt  Shreffler, Robert E,
Pfe Hodges, Henry W.

10 Degember 1944

8/8gt  Fhillips, Luther J.
Pfo Wilson, Wayne M.

22 December 1944

Lt. Col Castille, Simon (NMI)

25 December 1944

Pfo Chrostowski, Edward J.
Pyt Howell, Everett L.
Pfe Gumpper, Herman O.

26 Decombar 1944

lst Lt. Johnson, Donald R.

rfe Davenport, Grady Re.
Pfo Quirk, Harold L.
Pyt 411is, James L.

38071855
37164898
32828923

24773806

Cos
Co.
Joe

Hqe

0380472 Hg

33799840
36769452
34921299

16161718
33650051

55670633
53428882

0234762

© 321121ch

5772924
33610487

01703051
34921299
39263506
3444040

Coe
000
Co.

Joe
Co.

Co.
Co.

Hqe
Hg.
Co.

Co.
Co.
COQ

Z0e

th
an
uAn

Oo. 1lst Bn.

Co. 2nd Bn.

ﬂAﬂ
HAR
ﬂAﬂ

IIHB
nAn

HGN
aLn

2nd 3n.

Coe lgt Bne.
Cos lst Bne
HBH

NAR
tlAtl
I'Atl
nAn




PHASE XIIT 135TH INPANTRY REGIMENT HISTCHY (Cont'd)
LOSSES IN ACTI ON, Contimued.

L.O83ES TN ITALIAN CAMPAIGN P X:OR TO DECEMBER, 1944, BUT NOT INCLUDED
IN PREVIQUS LISTINGS:

Killed in Action.

1 Fobruary 1044

Pvt Aparicio, Donald E, 30032302 0Co. "B"
(Proviously listed as Missing in Action, 1 February 1944)

9 February 1944

Pt Duffield, Rovert E. 36747214 Co. "BV
(Previoualy listed ae Missing in Action, 9 February 1944)

11 Februayy 1944

8/8gt  Nordhausen, Edgar H. 37150864 Co. PK"
(Previously ligted as Missing in Action, 11 February 1944)

13 Februgry 1044

Nt Hoyt, Daniel K. 15118752 Oo. "EY
(Previously listed as Missing in Aotion, 13 February 1944)

28 October 1944

Pvt Qooper, Elbert R. 54818641 GCo., "a3"
(Previously ligted as Missing in Aotion, 28 Ootober 1944)

Wounded in Action

17 November 1944
Pvi Baton, Harold L. 34409334 Go, MY
SUMMARY
Warrant Enlisted
Officers Officers Me

Killed in Astion 1 0 : lg
Wounded in Action: 2 0 11
Migeing in Actions - 0 0 0
Captured: 0 0 C




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

LOSSES IN ITALIAN GAMPAIGN (From 1 Jenuary through 31 Jenuary 1945),

Killed in Action
1 Jemary 1945

Pfe Mertin Robert Q.
10 January 1943

8/8gt  Sapudie, Arnold J.

1} January 1945

Sgt Humbert, Leonard C.
Pfe Hurley, Thomas P. .

25 January 1

Pfc Prignani, Rooco D.
Pvt Chigholm, Rovert E.

24 Jamary 1945
Pvt McIntogh, Thomag (IMI)

Pvt McGovern, Patrigk (MMI)
Pvt McGOlogkey, John B

27 Janggrz‘lﬂﬁﬁ

Pfe Smith, Hugh J.
Pvt Paulauglmg, Walter E.

Wounded in Aotigg

9 January 1945

Pfo Walpole, Jameg C.
Pfo Goble, Walter M.
c Hendry, William G.

™~

10 January 1945

Pvt Oapeheart, Dayton De.
12 Jamary 1945

2nd Lt Krachman, Morris (NMI)
19 Jamiary 1

8gt Settle, William C.
Pfc Yergin, John J.

36977245

36829215

35726338
52922761

23132256
39420547

42129292
42078863

28541051

38641204
33939550

34314109
34894054
38052142

38696117

01052432

37721290
55919481

Coe

Coe

Ooe.
00.

Co.
COQ

Coe
Coe.

000
Goe
Coe

Co.

Co.

Jo.
COQ

nKu

!IFH

uLn
uLu
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;] M [ 2

Co.
Co.
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PHASE XIII 135TH INPANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

Wounded in Rction, Cont'd.

22 Janvary 1945

Pfe Thomas, William L. - 33551144 0o, "D"

Pvt Bryman, Bermgrd O. 13178495 Go. "E"

24 Jamary 1945

Pvt McOurley, Bernard L. 38687413 Hqe OCo.

Pvt Martinew, Raymond N. 50052967 Hg. Co.

27 Jemary 1045

Pfo Roge, William T. 34922519 Co. "KI

29 Jamary 1043 |

Pvt Oaroilp, John J. 32809665 Hqe Oo. lgt Bn. F

21 Jaruary 1945 |

Pfc Meiewinkel, Raymond W. 33809155 OCo. "Kk"

Migaing in Action

13 Jaruary 1943

Pvt Breitman, Jacob (DMI) 52010832 Co. "B

Pt Peterson, Tommie J. 34795000 Oo. "B

22 Jammary 1945

Pvt Gebke, Roman B. 367692654 Co. "E¥

LOS8ES IN ITALIAN CAMPAIGN PRIOR TC JANUARY, 1945, BUT NOT INCLUDED IN

PREVIOUS LISTINGS:

Rllled in Action

4 July 1944

Fro Gliokstein, Irving (MMI) 32897648 Oo. "IM
(Previously listed as MIA, 4 July 1944)

14 Hovember 1044

Pfc Oluggish, George R. 35894546 Oo. "M"
(Previously listed as MIA, 14 November 1944)

3gt Sohlear, Edward K. 33117469 GCo. ™"
(Previously 1isted as MIA, 14 November 1944)




PHASE XIII 135TH INFAMRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)
LOSSES IN ACTION (Oont'd)

SUMMARY
Warrant Enligted
Officers Officers Men
Killed in Actions 0 0 14
Wounded in Actions 1 0 13
Migsing in Action: 0 0 3
Captured: 0 0 0

LOSSES IN ITALIAN OAMPAIGN (From 1 February through 28 February 1945).

Killed in Action

5 February 1945

Pfe Bbsco, Frank C. 42040666 Co. ™ K®
13 Febrvary 1945

* 8gt Settle, Williem C. 37721200 Co. °L"
Feb:
Pfo Kitohens, George A., 8r. 34080247 Co. MEM
21 February 1904%

* 3/8gt Woolsey, Theron C. 32662153 OCo. "F
Pfo Comeaux, Horace L. 38486424 Co. ¥p°
24 Fobruary 1945
T/% Mroz, Frank J. 33318012 Qo, "3B"

* Died of Wounde in Hogpital.

Wounded in Action

3 February 194%

Pt Masey, Leonerd J. 37595569 Co. "0°
Peb

S/8gt Arneson, Edwin K. 37C271536 ©Co. "K®

Pfe Pritz, Edward (MMI) 31358656 Co. Hge

Pfo Dean, James R. 38417734 Co. " B"




PHASE XIII 155TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

LOSSES IN AGTION (Comt'd)
10 February 1045

Pvt Hahn, Clement F.

1I.F ebruary 125

Sgt Gardner, Charlea R.

20 Pebruary 1945

Pvt Hunter, Charles N.

21 February 1045

Fvt
Pfeo
gt/o

3/ 8,
wh°
Pvt
Pyt
Pfo

MeDonough, Francias T.
Holcombe, Willard L.
Hanlkine, Arthur M.
Millﬂ, Ayma C.
Gerbaei, Visctor E.
Meany, Martin J.
Lynsh, Dalton R.
Dempsey, Phillip W.

22 Peb 1

Pfo Harria, Golden R.

24 Februgry 1945

Pfo Garcia, Pedro G.
Pfe Beane, James F.
Opl Prensh, Raymend K.

25 February 1045

Pfo Blouse, Glenn C,

26 Febrvary 1945

Pfe Reed, Robert H.
Pvt Medina, Joge E. -
Pfo Zadroany, Robert (NMI)

28 February ;25

lst Lt. Hamil, Jack H.
lat Lto Turmr, Edwin K.
Pvt Estrada, Raymond 8.

Wounded in Action {cont'd)

42144109 0o,

567 55% 4 Coe

33821879

5146895
3481771
33877255
34813195
32532045
421352 Co.
33662546 Qo.
374186174 Co.

Co.
OD »
Co.
Coe
Co.

34875565 Go.

3825742
indosas
37540054

Coe

Coe

Coe

35508019

33806756
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Coe
Coe.
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Co.
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PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

LOS3ES IN ITALIAN CAMPAIGN FRIOR TO FEBRUARY 1945, BUT NOT INGLUDED
IN PREVIOUS LISTINGS:

Rilled Tn Action

1 Pebruary 1044
Pvt Kosiorek, John S. 33680718 OCo. °B"
2 February 1944
Pfo Kopigchke, Oarl A. 37566524 Qo. PA"
Pvt = Lindeey, Jaimes R. 34710729 GCo. "A" ! J
Sgt Orawford, Virgil I. 38245635 Oo. “A"
Pfo Mettner, John E. 36804319 Co. UA"
16 November 1044
Sgt Rainey, Leorard Re 34764893 Co. PRI
SUMMARY
Warrant Enlisted

Officers Officere Men
Killed in Action 0 0 12
Wounded in Action 2 o] 24
Migeing in Action 0 0 0
Captured 0 0 0

LOSSES IN ITALIAN GAMPAIGN (From 1 March through 31 March 1945.)
Kill!-d in Actlion
4 March 1943
T/4  Skinner, Lloyd Ge 34830227 Med Det
I Mgpreh 1945
Pvt Nealey, Jossph E. 34450454 Co, *3"
1 March 1945
* PPo Olayton, Charles E. 34827208 Co. "P?
22 March 1945

8/39gt Doty, John A. 32835895 Qo. PE®

* Died of wounds in Hogpital.




PHASE XIII 135TH INPANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Oont'd)

24 Margh 194%

Pvt MoKinzie, Andrew He
25 Margh 1943

Pvi Donovan, Jemes Je
29 March 1945

Pvt 8tiles, Daniel 8.
- Died of Woundp in Hospital
Hounded in Agtion

2 Maroh 1945

T/5 Hogan, James T.

3 March 1945

Pfo Watson, Kelsio A.
Pvt Kingsley, James F.
Pfo Schneider, Jeorge A., Jr.
4 March 1945

Pfeo Bailey, Charles J.
8/8gt Hurrell, Phillip He.

8gt Henchon, Martin E.
Pvt Schoen, Kenneth P.
Pvt Niekamp, Gerald A.
8/8gt  Saatzer, Ernest M.
8gt Seale, Lonnlie R.
Opl Gore, ¥Wilner 3.
Pfo Morgan, Lyndon E.
Pfe Shadd, Edward (MI)
Sgt Ohristie, Ralph W.
Pvt Swith, Melvin E.

2 March 1255

T/4 . Giguere, Robert J.
10 Margh 1945

Pfeo Herold, Clarensse E.
Pfo Olayton, Charles E.

13 uafch 1945

Ffo Erickson, Xervin V.

Killed in Action (Cont'd)

35655247
42022767

54490073

353505154

57063024
35984767
42046117

e
20y
395355186
35401542
37555518
18072265
344264370
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35589386
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Q
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Co.

Co.

Coe.

Co.
Co.
Coe

Med
Co.
Co.
Coe
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Coe
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PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTOAY (Cont'd)

Wounded in Action (Cont'd)

15 March 1945

Pfo Beers, Arthur L., Jr.
19 March 1945

8/8gt  Gould, Lawrence L.
Sgt Sauls, Robert H.

24 March 1945

Pvi Donovan, James J.
8/8gt  Malone, James M.

Cpl Soja, Romuald M.

Pvt Falkenberg, Arthur J,
Pvt Fivscoat, Blmo

28 Maxjch 1945

T/8gt  ‘Bechwartz, Leroy .

Pfc Lipper, Ralph I.
29 March 1945
Pfo Archutowski, Chegter (INMI)

LOSSES IN ITALIAN CAMPAIGN P RIOR TO

PREVIOUS LISTINGS:
Killed in Action
26 January 1944
Pvt

Noell, Gharles W., Jr.

2 Pebruary 1044

Pfs  Marshall, John J.
17 October 1944

Ffe Quintana, Joe N,

2 November 1944

Pfo Yoodward, George O.

16 November 1944

Ffo
kv,

Giotis, John 3.
Jevwicki, Harry S,

MARCH,

=935~

35249258

51464986
34766722

42022767
34475563
35160535
16099338
36570111

35588982
35556972

36584965

1945, BuT

14117461
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51352904
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PHASE XIIT 135TH INFANTKY REGIMENT HISTORY (GCont'd)

Killed in Action (cont'd)

24 February 1944

Pvt Lang, Frederick (MMI)

42143662 Co., "“BR

SUMMARY
Warrant Enlisted
Officers Officers Men
Killed in Action: 0 0 14
Wounded in Action 0 0 21
Missing in Action 0 0 0
Qaptureds 0 o Q

LOS3B8 IN ITALIAN OAMPAIGN (From 1 April through 30 Agril 1945).

Killed in Astion

6 April 1945

Pfec Nolley, Douglas I.
Opl Schielke, Jamss C.

TeAnid) 19%
B/sgt  Stafford, Paul J.

8 April, 1945

2nd Lt. Legter, Gordon W.
* Pfe Bohlig, Donald J.

26 April 1945

Pfo Vaicuna, 3oleslav C. J,
Opl Huff, Charles A.

EZ-&EE&LL_Eiﬂi.

Pfe Sikora, Stanley T.
Pvt Jonge, Walter A,
Opl Larason, Ernest 1.

* Died of Wounds in Hospital.

Younded in Action

2 April, 1945

Ffao Lidgtone, Theredon Je.
Pfec Pare, John A.

55655991 Oo. fAM
15313287 0Oo. "G"

37564167 Ooe "A®

01051452 Qo, UH®
32074360 Qo. “G*

31430434 G, WEY
33684618 Co. "D"

35096475 Co. MM
36968298 Serv Co.
355567805  3srv Co.

51400056 Co. "L
36457150 Hq. Co. 2nd Bn.




PHASE XIII 135TH INFANTRY REGIMENT HISTORY (Cont'd)

Wounded in Agtion (Cont'd)

5 April 1945

Sgt Duffy, Jogeph L. 32437107 Co. "If
6 April 1943

Pfo Bobay, Harry V., Jr. 37706140 Co. "GP
I April 1943

Pvt Gaines, William L. 248135448 Co. A"
Sgt Olayton, James I. 36479405 GCo. AP
Pfo Martin, Richerd H. 35030421 o, MAR
8 April, 1945

2nd Lte Gibson, Richard G. Jr. 01058808 Oo. "G"
Pfc Hill, Robert H, 359035776 Co. RG*
11 April 194% |
Pfs short, G. B, (10) Jr. 38368701 Co. "A"
15 April, 1945

¥9gt  McHBay, Ernest C. 31352025 Co. "L"

LOSBES IN ITALIAN OAMPAIGN PRIOR TO APRIL, 1945, BUT NOPT INOLUDED
IN PREVIOUS LISTINGS:

Killed in Agtion
26 Jamuary 1944
Pvt Jarogzek, Kasimier T. 32584885 Co. PE"
17 Ootober, 1944

Pfe Phelan, Matthew W 36695454 Co. WPV
8/5gt Dayton, William Re 7081146 Qo. "p®

29 March, 1043

Pfo Weeks, John G. 34813268 Co. "K*

BUMMARY Warrant Enlisted

Officers gppy cers Men

Xilled in Action 1 0 7
Wounded in Astion 1 0 10
Missing in Action o] 0 v
Captured ‘ 0 2 0




