SUTLING FCR 135TE INFANTRY RSGINEATAL HISTORY

1. Introduction, Induction, training, preparation for and departure from
the United States.

2« Arrivel in United Xingdom snd training and preparatioa Tor departure
for Lorth Africa.

7+ Zastern ass2ult force lending, arrival of rest of Fegiment in Afries
and the varied experiences of units up to the ccncentration of the Regi-
ment in RCUIA area in preparation Por the FCADCUK attacl.

4. Attack phsse of the ifricsn ¢ampalgn beginning with PIRDOUCK and con-
tinuin: up to the end of the African campaign.,

De Jlean-up day of TUNISIA, rsturn to CRAL sres, training 220 rehi-Lilit-
3tlon it peeuircsion Tor the Italian offensive.

6. Departure from and arrival of units in Italy ug Lo and including the
concentration of the Regiment for the first crossing of the VCLTURID River.

T+ Crossing of the VCLTUNC River up to and including the atteck of the
dinter Line and withdrawal of the Regiment to rest area.

8. Rest, training and preparation for the offensive, concentration in
Venafro, area, attack up the ..I°I Valley up to and ‘including CASSIKC.

7+ Relief at CASSIKC, rest,replacements, end preparation for departure for
AWZIC, departure for and period of static defense at AK:IC.

10. Preparation for offensive, push out to capture RC!E, pursuit of Eneny
horth to TARQUINIA.

1l. RHelief and rest and training area at TARY.1nIA; resumption of the offensive

sorth from GRGSSEZTC up to and including capture of LEGLLAK ard occupation of
the A%UL River 1linse.

12. felief of the Regiment, rest area period at rescrt area South of LEZZECHN,
movement, concentration and attack of the Regiment into the GUTHIC LIMNE up
to the time of the stalement for the Winter.

15. Defense of tue lipne jurinyg the winber woabas and :vsis.tion and training
up to the time of the ofiensive.

14, Attack from A3HA Valley up to and including surrender of the ZAXV Corps
terman Troops.
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BISTCRY CF T:-E 129TE INFARTRY ABEIHERT

The 135th Infentry ﬁegiment was first organized as the iinnesota Velun~
teers of 27 4,.ril 1861 largely from units oexisting =t that time, the oldest being
the Fioneer Guerds who were organized in 1838. The Reziment entersd the Civil
oa 27 April 1351, pardielpating in aupsrous engizswsats ian Virginis, lizryland, and
rennsylvanie; it served in the lst grigade, 2nd Livision II Corps (Hancock's) at
Getilysburg with especial distinction, sustaining very hezvy casuslties. It wae 3t
this time that the famous statement, "To the last iian", was m:de by Solonel Solvil-
le who was in commznd of the Regiment; this statement was later to become the He-
gimental motto. The Regiment was mustered out on 25 i.ril 1354. Veterans snd re-
cruits raorganized 2s a two Oompsny 3attalion, which w2s increased to nine (9)
Sompenies and redesignated as the lst linnesotz Volunteers in Krreh of 1865 and
mustered out of service on 14 July 1885. Reorjmnization -.zin tock slras 1a L870-
1871 from veteran and semi—militéry units, and it was redssizas) s the lst In-
fentry on 11 September 1871, reorzenized 28 the lst Bstislion in 1780, -nd rade-
signated t3 the lat Ial:otry in 18835.

The Regimoent was redesignated =a the 13th Volunteers on 7 kay 1893, and en-
barked froa San Francisco and srrived in the Fhilippines Island on 31 July 1892 to
take

fary in the 3panisih srounad Jlilip ixzes Tasaroscbtione It was assigned to

- @

the lst Brigade, 2nd Division, VIII Corps and participated in several engzenents,
The Regiment was ngain “ustered out on the *rd Cctober 1899 =nd reverted to its
forﬁér stetgs as the lst Infantry on 27 Zarch 12CC.

On 19 ‘June 1916, the Hegiment was stationed at Llano Grande and 3an Antonio,

Texas, performing zuars Julles and expeditions during the Mexican Berder uprising.

Again the Regiment woa austere? sub oa 14 iareh 1917.
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ZISICRY OF Thi 1351E IKFANTAY RIGIMELT (Cont'a)

The unit was next desigurted as the 135th Infantr, Regiment of the 34th In-
fantry Division on 7 spril 1917. It served with the 3%th Division in france and
#as mustered out on 18 February 1919. Reorganization as the let Infantry again
occurred on 31 January 192C, beinz redssizneted za ithe 155th Infautry Regiment‘on

-

21 lamveabar 1321,

1~

The following steauwers are authorized by the Jar Department to be displayed
with the Regimental Colors:
Civil Jar

Bull Run

Peninsula

Vslley

Antietam

Virginia, 1862, 1861, 1843, 1864, 1865
Fredericksbhurg

Gettysburg

Petersburg

Spanigh ‘far
Manila

Fhilipoine Insﬁrrection

Luzon
San Isidro

Jorld ‘ar
Without Inscription

The Coat of Arms was zpcroved on 23rd June 1928. It is a shield of Argent on a

saltire azure boiwren iu chiief a Fleur-de-lis gules, in fess the corps badge of
the 2nd Division, VIII Corps during the Spenish ‘ar proper (2 “hite circles overi
lapping each other on third radius, ressibling th: fijurs "8") fringed of the
Third and 2 boiés saltirewise of the last, the 2nd Division II Corps badge of the
0ivil var of the fourth (a2 white % le-f clovaw vith stem, voided). The crest is
that of Regiments of MHinnesota Kstional Guard with the wreath Argent and Azure.

The Motto.is "7 THE LAST MAL",



KISTCRY CF Tak 135TH IRFALTRY P.EGI}-iEi\."l’. (Cont'4d)

The shielf is white, the old Infantry color. The blue grl*ire ‘o Dror bhe
Jonfaderate flag for Civil iar Service. At Gett sburz the Regiment wns in the
2nd Division _I Corps, whose badgs was a 3 leaf clover. The figure "8" represents
Spanish War Service, the crossed bolos, Fhilipgine Insurrection service and the
Fleur-de-lis ¥orld War Service. The destinctive insignia wzs approved on 18

June 1926,

%mlhf'" -




HEADQUARTZRS 135TH i@ :llay
UnITe2 STATL3 ARM.

1 Harch 1944,

Subject: Regimental Hymn.

To All Units.

1. PFor the information of all concerned, the Regimental Hymn is here-
with reproduced. Singing of the Hymn will be incourzgzed througusul the HReji-
Adenie I iz sveg L3 e usgic of the "Men in Gray".

Cur fathers who with Colville stood
upon th-t sacred day,

Cur leot man pledged

And so we should

Repledge ourselves today.

Chorus
Aifles crogsed =2nd at their peaks,
The 1-%-5- shall stand;
Cur Hegiment, a toast to thee
The Pinest in tre land.

| - >

To «innesota's Uorthern Star
Our arms presented be.

‘ Through time or change
Though near or far,

'Jo sing All Hail tn Thee.

Chorus

Rifle crossed z=nd at their peaks,
The 1-3-5 shall stand;

Qur Hegiment, a toast to thee
The finest in the land.

By order of Lt. Colonel EVEREST;

S/F.T. Smith, Jr.
T/P.T. Smith, Jr.
Sapt., 135%7 Inf.,
Ad jubant. :
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History

In ifovembor 1942, the 168th Rogimentel Combzt Team and

hc-}rd Battalion, l39th Infentry, participated in the
nitia l‘lhndinv at Algicrs, North Africe, as & part of the

.Uuutl n Asscult Force, which was commanded by Iiz. jer Geonorel

Ryder, vpose gtalf wos made up :lmogt C}tircly of bfficcrs

,Lrom the 34%th Division.

anunry of 1943 brougnt thec rcnﬁlndur of the D1¢181on

t0 ! Torth Africa, whoerc it porticipoted in the Tunisizn Com—

poign. Among thp ongngeoments fought were thesc of Ko .sserine

Pags, Fondouk cl Ckbi, Hill 509, and Chouigul. The scucecgs -

of* thae 34th =t Hill b09,'rhurc it roundly defeated the Gor—
mops in o bitter throo-day bettle, wis inskrumcntel in cous—

-,inw the ecollapsc of Hazi rp51gt3nCu in Horthern Tunisi~ on

oy 13, 1943. < o ‘
Follow1zc the Tuuisisn Cemprizn, the Division cntors

~ period of rest cnd tyzining wntil the invasion of Italy in
:Scptember of 1943. In thc Sclerno lendings, the Division

wos represented by the 151st Field Artillery 3Bz2ttnalion, which

-was. attached to the 36th Infantry Division. The a2ction of
the DbBottlion on the beoches wne so outstonding thot the

Chiof of Staff of the nssault division soid, "Th beach-necd -
would have bBeen destroyed had it not beon for .the oﬁrly
urrlv 1 of the 15lst Picld Artillery B ttkllon thlrtj
minutes bo¢oro the first counter—attﬁck

~ The DlViSlOQ londed in Itnly oh Scptembder 21 1943, znd
hae been in the thick of the camp> ign in Italy cver sinec

“thot tike.  The prineip2l netions during the wintcr of 1943-

44 vwicre 0% BGHOVodtO,~thC Volturno River, wherc the Division

'.mﬁd~"+hrcc,c" ssings in the foecc of bitter Germen rosist-

nee, lount Pantano, ~nd Cassino. At C~soino, somc of -the

_blood et flbﬂtlﬂ of the Itnlian Caﬁpai,n w~s cxpericnced,

ehd A deﬂGuu were meosurced in terms of rooms of houscs.

i mlvmonts‘of the Division ontered the town on February 3 i944,

nd; degpite nlmost over—powering German countor- ~tvacks,

f.hbld on ~r1nl* $o onuﬁmhlrd of Cassino until rcllpvbd by
- 411idd troops. . :

In latc HeRrch of 1944, the Division moved to tho nnglo'

* Bemchhead, whorc it maintaincd defensive positions ‘until the

brock-dut atteck on Mey 23rd. after ~ vieious fight e

_Lunuvlo and Villa Groecott~ tae Division followcd on the hecls

off the Gormans through Romv, Civiteveecchia, Ceecinn,; Rosig— -

. nano, -Leghorn, cnd up to Disa on the irno River,

On the 2lst of July 1944, iizjor Genercl Charles W, Ryder,
the Division Commander, %urncd his comizand over to ilrjor
Gencer=zl Charles L. Boltu. ilzjor Genernl Ryder then returncd
$o the Unitcd States for o well-decscrved linve and future
reassiznment. '
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FRIRE GIRILOER
TINSTON CHURQGHILLYS op BECH
BEFOE TROOFS OF JENERAL CLaRK'S FIFTH AR.X

#jeneral mark Clark, Jeneral Bolte, officers and men -f the 3hth United
States Infantry Divisiony officers and men of the Bragilian dxpedltionary
Force; officers and men of the United sbates Nezro troops; :mericans of Jap-
anese ancestry and your :meriean ofilcerss 1 greet you here this morning '
with feelings of yride that the honor should heve fallen to me to inspect
these units of the rifth .rmy, one of the great armies of the United Nations,
shich sre everywhere advancing victoriously upon the foe,

#The 34th ., S. Jivision was first, or among the very first of ali the
_aited States troops to leave the new world and carry by their sacrifices and
their valor the preclous blesslng of freedom and justice to the lands enslaved
by dtler's tyr.nny. “hat tyranny we shell bresk, Ve shall shatter the sources

from which its evil powers are derived, which will be so obliteratsd and blasted
that for many mundreds of yewrs ndne will dare to do the like a2 .ain,

wofficers :nd soldiers, and the represemtatives of tiwe Tomen's aruy Sorp8s,
army .urse Jorps, we have heve ln 1taly one of the finest armiss in the world.
“we corbinat.on of the Fifth army and of the Lritish sdghth wrmy bind together
two veteran sruies bound together in a bond of brotherhood and comradeship
in .rms, .nd in the sense of marching and fighting shoulder to shoulder for
a vignteous cause, iou have done deeds which sill long be remembered. In the
earliest landings in Italy, the long fighting at ~nzio beachhead, the battle
of the lussino fromt, and the capture of dome and Leghorn - all of these are
erisodes which have played a fruitful and an invaluable part in the entire
scheme and desizn of the .1lied armies. Ko operation could have been more
fruitful in this thester than the sork which you have done by drawing away
pechaps ti#o dozen or more divisions down into Ita.lg where they have been torn
%o pleces, rfou have aide’ noLably and most eiiectively the greab battle now
proceeding to its victorious climax on the fields of France, uut though you
have done sreat deeds in the past, and may well be .roud of what has beon
schieved, 1 come here to tell y.u today that grester ventures unil jroster
schievements now lie ahead of you, and that ;ou #ill be playing consbtantly
an absolutely vital art in the long, hard struggle for whose speody oend we
all 5tr1ke, and for whose speedy end w#e all pray,

wI ish ou--all of youweall the units represente- here and the wrazilianse-
I wish all of you all good fortune; I w+ish you Jod spe 43 may iod bless you
all.il .





