34 Infantry Division Association
7105 NW 70t Ave
Association WEB Page: Johnston, IA 50131

www.34ida.org

The 78" Annual 34™ ID Association
Reunion - 26-27 September 2025

The Des Moines Chapter President, Douglas
Clabaugh, and his Officers of the Des Moines, lowa
invites you to attend the 78" Reunion of our
Association hosted at Camp Dodge, Johnston, lowa on
September 26-27, 2025.

Camp Dodge Joint Maneuver Training Center
(CDJMTC) is the home of the office of the Adjutant
General of lowa, Joint Forces Headquarters-lowa,
734 Regional Support Group Headquarters, 671%
Troop Command, 185" Regional Training Institute,
Camp Dodge Training Center, the Sustainment
Training Center, Construction and Facilities
Management Office, USP&F0, 185" CSSB, 1034™
CSSB, and units of the 2d IBCT/ 34" Infantry Division
along with the DES Moines Military Entrance
Processing Stations (MEPS) and the Iowa Gold Star
Military Museum.

Camp Dodge is located 6 miles North of Johnston,
Iowa. The Des Moines Chapter will host the reunion at
the Iowa National Guard Gold Star Military Museum.
Please see the details for attending the reunion on page
3 of the newsletter. The registration form is shown on
page 5 of the newsletter. We look forward to seeing
many past and present Red Bull Soldiers and their
Families!

The speaker at the Reunion Banquet is MG Charles
Kemper, former Commander of the 34" Infantry
Division, who deployed with the Division
Headquarters to support the U.S. Central Command in
February 2024. The Division returned home in Dec
2024, after a successful 10 month mission in the
CENTCOM Theater. MG Charles Kemper, has served
as an Army officer since 1995 and a member of the
Minnesota National Guard since 1999, spending most
of his tenure in the force as a Red Bull. He has served
as 34 ID ADC for both support and later, operations,
before Division Commander assignment. We are so
pleased to have him speak at the banquet.

The 78t Reunion Information on Pages 3 and 5
of Newsletter. (Friday — Saturday, 26-27 Sept)

Spring 2025 -2 Issue -
The 34t ID Assn. newsletter is
published three times a year.
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Maj. Gen. Charles Kemper, shown in this
March 2022 photo, is the main speaker at the
34" Infantry Division Association Reunion
Banquet at Camp Dodge on 27 September 2025.

Towa 2 IBCT at (JRTC) Ft Polk, LA
General Steven S. Nordhaus, Chief of the National
Guard Bureau, and Lieutenant General Jonathan
Stubbs, meet with 2nd Brigade troops at JRTC. Gen
Nordhaus stated, ”Proud to be with our National
Guardsmen today at the Joint Readiness Training
Center at Fort Polk-where warriors are tested and
forged for combat. This crucible sharpens the
warfighting edge and builds generational readiness to
deter our adversaries and win when called.”

TR

LTG Jonathon Stubbs (L) GEN Steve Nordhaus (R)




Spring 2025
Greetings Red Bulls!
I hope you had a great spring and are enjoying your summer.

It is annual training time for Red Bull Soldiers. This year is not a normal AT for
the 2/34 “Ryder” IBCT. Local communities will conduct sendoff ceremonies for
the units because 1800 of the Ryder Brigades Soldiers will deploy to the middle
East following a rotation at Joint Readiness Training Center (JRTC), Fort
Johnson, Louisiana.

2/34th IBCT just completed JRTC rotation 25-8. Over 4400 Soldiers from units
from across the nation were there in support of the Ryder Brigade. One unit of
note was the 1-151 Atack Helicopter Battalion (AHB) who brought their Apache
helicopters from South Carolina to lead the Aviation Task Force.

Following the rotation after action reviews (AAR), the formations were split with
1800 of the Soldiers receiving active-duty orders for mobilization and they were
moved to the other side of Fort Johnson to prepare for missions in the
CENTCOM area of operations.

The 34 Division is actively executing the Army’s modernization plan. The 34
Expeditionary Combat Aviation Brigade (ECAB) reorganized to the 34" Combat
Aviation Brigade adding attack helicopters to their formation. The 1-151 AHB is
part of that reorganization. New M1A2v3 Abrams tanks are arriving at Camp
Ripley Training Center this summer for the 1/34 ABCT to take possession and
train with. And, the 2/34" IBCT is postured to convert from an Infantry Brigade
Combat Team to a Mobile Brigade Combat Team in 2027.

In closing, I invite you to attend the 78" Annual 34™ Infantry Division
Association Reunion to be held at the Iowa Gold Star Museum, Camp Dodge,
Johnston, Towa 26-27 September 2025. We are grateful to have MG Charles
Kemper, former 34 ID Commander, as our guest speaker. I look forward to seeing

you there.
Attack Attack Attack

SGM (Ret) Daniel T. Cain — President
34th Infantry Division Association
daniel.t.cain@gmail.com

34t Infantry Division Final Roll Call

Winter 2024
John “Jack” Henry Grote, 2-133" Inf, 34t ID
Lawrence Yatsu, 100t Inf Bn, 34™ Inf Div
Tim F. Wilhelm, 1%t ABCT, 34t Inf Div
David K. Viggers, 113" Cav Sqdn, 34" ID
Bobby Duncan, HHC, 2nd IBCT, 34t Inf Div
Charles R. Harm, 2-133™ Inf, 34" Inf Div
Ruben Altman, 1-168th Inf Bn, 34" Inf Div
Orville R. Bohlmann, 2-133" Inf Bn, 34" ID
David J. Schick, 1-133" Inf BN, 34" Inf Div
James “Jim” Dalen 1-194%™ FA Bn, 34 Inf Div
Sherry Meyer, HHC, 2nd IBCT, 34" Inf Div

Spring 2025

Donald G. Jensen 194 Tk Bn, MN 34D
Henry E. Ruhl, 34%" infantry Division
Marvin F.C. Jeschke, 2-133™ IN 34t ID
Jack D. Sickler,168" Inf Bn, 34" Inf Div
Richard W. Hathaway, 34" Inf Div
Daniel Hine, 34 Inf Div Band, 34" Inf Div
Donald Buckley Dodd, Sr.2"¢ IBCT,34" Inf Div
Bernhard E. Peterson, 1034 QM Co, 34" ID
Phillip Munoz, 168" Inf, 34™" Infantry Division
Jacob Helgestad,1-194™ Armor BN, 34" ID
Larry Herke, 1/34 STB, 125 FA, 1/94 Cav 34 ID
Don Matsuda 100" Inf Bn, HI 34™ Inf Div WWII
James McCarty, 34" Bde, 34" Infantry Division
Gabriel Charles Percy, 1034 QM 34" Inf Div
Joe Kullen, Co B, 1-133™ Inf Bn, 34" Inf Div
Kenneth L. Freese, 2-133" Inf Bn, 34" Inf Div
Larry D. Stougard, Aviation Co., 34" Inf Div
Charles R. Harm, 2-133, 34dth Infantry Division
David Askvig, HHC, 34" Bde, 47"/ 34" Inf Div
Roger McHone, 34t Army Band, 34" Inf Div
Philip LeRoy Didier, 1034 QM, 34" Inf Div
Kent M. Freise, 113 Cavalry Sqdn,34%™ Inf Div
Ervin Lutz, 1034 QM Co, 34" Inf Div
John W. Bortz, 234 Sig Bn, 34 RAOC, 34t ID

Final Roll Call Prayer
May they have no more hills to climb,
nor cold, nor rain, nor mud,
nor enemy fire,
and may they now rest in Peace.

National Office-34t" Infantry Division Association

lowa Gold Star Museum, Camp Dodge - Bldg 3692,
7105 NW 70™ Ave, Johnston, IA 50131

Association Website http://www.34IDA.org

78th Reunion 26-27 Sep 2025 at Camp Dodge IA

Secretary: COL (Ret) Ed Graybill. E-Mail: edward.graybilll@gmail.com
Newsletter Assistant: LTC (Ret) Jeremy De Gier
Assistant Secretary: COL (Ret) Russ Bierl

Treasurer: Col (Ret) Mark Newhall 515-210-1812 mark.d.newhall@gmail.com
Facebook Manager: CW5 (Ret) Herman Poggensee,
Website, Historian: MSG (Ret) Daniel Ewer

jeremy.degier@gmail.com
bierlhome@msn.com

pogjack@gmail.com

justcallmesarge@gmail.com

Facebook 34" Inf Div Assn:
Internet 34" Inf Div Assn:
Also, follow Red Bulls at:
15t ABCT: Minn: http://www.facebook.com/MinnesotaRedBulls

https://www.facebook.com/34InfDivAssoc
http://www.34IDA.org

2" |IBCT: lowa: http://www.facebook.com/lowaRedBulls http://www.dvidshub.net/units/2-341BCT

http://www.twitter.com/lowaRedBulls http://www.flickr.com/lowaRedBulls
34 Inf Div Sustainment Bde lllinois: https://www.facebook.com/108sb
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78" Annual Reunion 34" Infantry Division

THE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 78" Reunion Lodging:
Lodging is available on both Friday and

Saturday evening at Camp Dodge for the Reunion, and at
any civilian Motel in Johnston, Urbandale and West Des
Moines and Des Moines Metro area.

Military Standard: $32 per night for official duty ($35 per
night unofficial duty). This room is dorm style with a twin
bed and shared latrine.

Upgrade: $43 per night for official duty (548 per night
unofficial duty). This room is dorm style with a twin bed
and shared latrine.

SOQ: $64 per night for official duty ($72 per night
unofficial duty). This room style has a private latrine. All
SOQ's have a queen bed, some have a hide-a-bed. We do
not have any rooms that have more than one actual bed
in them.

Transportation:
Attendees are responsible to self-transport to/from Camp

Dodge.

Requirements: There are two requirements to attend
the Annual 34" Infantry Division Reunion:

1. Send in your Reunion Registration form, located on
page 7 of this newsletter. NLT September 15, 2025

2. Make your lodging reservation — NLT: Sep 15, 2025
Final details and any updated information will be
posted to our 34th Association website, link:
http://www.34ida.org

THE PROGRAM
Registration:

The registration fee for the reunion covers the Friday
evening dinner, Saturday lunch & evening banquet meal,
and soft drinks/snacks. The Registration Fee, for the
entire event is $40, to be paid with the pre-registration.

Friday- September 26th  After checking into your pre-
arranged lodging, the Reunion events will begin at 4 PM
to kick off the reunion with a “Gathering of the Red
Bulls,” at the lowa Gold Star Military Museum. You can
get directions from the Gate or Billeting office.

The social runs from 4-8 PM with Hors-Devours snacks and
beverages covered by Free Will Donations.

PM. There will be non-alcoholic beverages available as
part of your registration fee and a no host bar.

Saturday- September 27t

Activities start at 8:15 AM in the Gold Star Museum
Learning Center.

See the Reunion Pocket Program below.

The guest speaker is MG Kemper, 341D Commanding
General, to address the Division and transition to a
penetration division.

This concludes the reunion events.

Reunion Pocket Program

Saturday 27 Sep at lowa Gold Star Military Museum

07:00 AM Officer/Trustee Meeting at Museum Library.

08:15 AM Business Meeting, Museum. Announcements &
Updates by Reunion Coordinator

09:30 AM CD Installation OIC/Quartermaster Brief and
Overview by COL Michael Harris.

10:00 AM Bus Tour of Camp Dodge Training Facilities / Bus

12:30 PM

1:30 PM

3:00 PM

4:00 PM

5:15PM

5:20 PM

Noon luncheon at Museum.

Self-Guided Tour Museum exhibits.

Ice Cream Social or Personal Time.

Social Hour.

Posting of the Colors by lowa Gold Star Museum.

Invocation and Memorial Service by Chaplain COL

Martha Kester.

5:50 PM
5:55 PM

6:00 PM
Kemper.

8:00 PM

Taps by Larry Woodworth.
President Cain / Reunion Coordinator Update.

Reunion Banquet, Guest Speaker MG Charles

Closing Address, newly elected 34™ ID Assn

President, MG Jerry Lang.

Benediction: COL Martha Kester

Point of contact for questions is:

SGM (R) Carroll Tungesvik.
34t |D Association Reunion Coordinator
Email: ctungesvik@gmail.com Phone: 515-709-9451

2025 Spring, Page 3
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133" Infantry “Ironman Chapter”

President Gary Czuba
Sec: Marv Peters marvepeters@gmail.com
Tres: Curly Albrecht pantherfanforlife@gmail.com
Monthly Coffee at the Waterloo Armory at 9:30 am

On 2"4 Wednesday of each month. All are welcome.

Dinner at 63 Diner in Waterloo at 5:30 PM on 3rd
Monday of October, January, April and July.
Chapter email is ironman50701@gmail.com

1** Minnesota Chapter — “To The Last Man”
President CSM (Ret) Chris Stroer

VP: Adam Stock, Sec/Tres: Sgt (Ret) Kyle Kosloske
Mankato -based 2-135™ Inf Bn & Southern Minn.

Contact: Chris Stroner cstroner@hotmail.com

First Minnesota Chapter, 34" Inf Div Assn.

3400 South Coon Creek Dr, Andover, MN 55304
Facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/1stMN3434thIDAssociation

Commanders Own Chapter
President COL (Ret) Chad Sackett 320-412-6736

Chad.mitchel.sackett@gmail.com

The Chapter is collocated with the 34" Infantry
Division HQ's in Arden Hills, MN.

The chapter meets four times a year. Call, Text or
email Chad for the meeting time and site.

34t Infantry Division Assn. Officers & Trustees

President SGM (Ret) Danial Cain
Ist Vice President MG (Ret) Jerry Lang
2nd VP BG (Ret) Michael Beaman

Past President MG (Ret Jerry Lang

1Year Trustees COL (Ret) Ron “Curly” Albright
COL Randall Stanford
LTC (Ret) Jeremy DeGier
LTC (Ret) Daryl Drake

2 Year Trustees CWS5 (Ret) Hermann Poggensee
1SG (Ret) Larry Woodworth
BG (Ret) Paul Wieck
CSM (Ret) Chris Stroner

3 Year Trustees COL (Ret) Dr. Chris White

(New) MSG (Ret) Daniel Ewer
LTC (Ret) Rose Williams
COL (Ret) Russ Bierl
Secretary COL (Ret) Ed Graybill
Treasurer COL (Ret) Mark Newhall
SGT at Arms MSG (Ret) Zack Richardson

Web Site Mgr & Historian MSG (Ret) Daniel Ewer

Des Moines Chapter 34" Inf Div Assn.
President: Doug Clabaugh 515-313-7821

Secretary: Chris Klink  (515) 418-5994
chris.klink@hotmail.com

Chapter Meetings and Dinner are held at the lowa
Gold Star Museum, at Cp Dodge, Johnston, IA on the
3" Tuesday of Mar, Apr, Jun, Aug, Sep and Nov.

Page 4, Spring 2025

168t Infantry Chapter
34" Infantry Division Assn

Facebook:
“168'" Get Togethers”

SFC Jim McCoy
HHC 1-168 IN
Council Bluffs, IA

Follow our Soldiers and support them and
their families while they are deployed.




34 Infantry Division Association
2025 Reunion Registration Form
Celebrating 78 Years

Friday, September 26, through Saturday September 27, 2025, Camp Dodge, lowa
NAME:

GUEST:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP CODE:

PHONE: Military Unit of Assignment:

EMAIL:

List any special needs during the reunion:

REGISTRATION FEES:

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY ATTENDANCE.

The Fee covers the association meeting venues/costs, Friday evening “Free Will Offering” Hors
D'oeuvres reception, Saturday Sandwich lunch and banquet, & beverages and snacks. Number of
Persons XS$40 =Total $§

FRIDAY ONLY ATTENDANCE.
No Fee. Free Will Offerings accepted. Friday evening Hors D'oeuvres reception, and beverages.
Number of Persons

SATURDAY ONLY ATTENDANCE. Fee covers the association meeting venues/costs, Saturday lunch and
banquet meal, and beverages.
Number of Persons X $40 =Total$ .

Please return registration form NLT 15 August 2025 and payment to the address shown below:
Make check out to: 34ID Assn. Des Moines Chapter

Send to: lowa Gold Star Military Museum
Attn: 34th ID Assn. Des Moines Chapter
7105 NW 70" Ave.
Johnston, IA 50131

Lodging arrangements should be made by August 15, 2025.

Camp Dodge Billeting, (515) 278-4238. Reference the 34 IDA Reunion for housing. Individual rooms
vary from a twin bed with a shared bath, to double beds with private bath, SOQ with queen bed. Rates
vary based upon duty status from $32.00 to $72.00 per night. Email- campdodgelodgine@iowa.gov

For questions on reunion registration, contact CW5 (Ret) Herman Poggensee at 515-480-5640, or Carroll
Tungesvik at 515-709-9451, 34 ID Association 78 reunion coordinator.

National Secretary, COL(R) Edward Graybill Telephone 515-975-3201.

Information and updates are posted on the 34IDA website: http://www.34ida.org/ 2025 Spring, Page 5
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Send-Off Ceremonies for 2-34 IBCT

Mobilization By Ed Graybill
Twenty-four separate Send-Off ceremonies were
conducted across the state during the last week in
May, in preparation for the 2-34 IBCT’s training at
JRTC and deployment for “Operation Inherent
Resolve” in the Middle-East. Iowa communities,
along with friends and families, came together
across the state for these send-off ceremonies
honoring nearly 1,800 Soldiers deploying in support
of Operation Inherent Resolve. This marks the
largest mobilization of lowan Soldiers in more than
a decade.

Seen above is the send-off ceremony for HHC, 2-34
IBCT at the Boone Speedway on 28 May 2025.
Governor Kim Reynolds and MG Steven Osborn,
The Adjutant General of Iowa, joined to send off
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 2nd
Brigade Combat Team, 34th Infantry Division,
Iowa Army National Guard, the leading unit in this
deployment.

113 Cavalry Squadron Send-Off at Camp Dodge,
Iowa. Hundreds of family, friends, and fellow
veterans gathered to send-off 113 troops of the lowa
Army National Guard’s 113th Cavalry Squadron at

the afternoon parage-field ceremony on
Wednesday, May 28, on Camp Dodge, lowa.
After speeches, music, jokes, farewells, and
tears, members of Alpha and Bravo Troops,
113th Cav. Reg. mounted-up on commercial
buses and rode out of Johnston, Iowa on streets
lined with flag-waving patriots and well.-
wishers.

Residents lined G Avenue near the Red Oak
Armory on May 28th as charter buses carried
roughly 60 troops from Hotel Company of the 1-
168 Infantry Battalion headed towards Fort
Johnson in Louisiana for a month of training
before being sent overseas. U.S. Senator Joni
Ernst was one of the guest speakers for the
formal send-off ceremonies. It was a bit of a
homecoming for the Red Oak native, who was
leading her own troops from the same armory
nearly 22 years ago as part of Operation Iraqi
Freedom.

COL (Ret) Ron Randazzo,
former commander of Charlie
Company, 334 Brigade Support
Battalion, addresses C-334 BSB
at the Send-Off Ceremony at
the Camp Dodge Readiness
Center on 30 May 2025.

Gov Kim Reynolds and MG
Steve Osborn with COL
Eric Soults, Commander of
2-34 IBCT.
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34t Infantry Division National Membership Application Form

NOTE: If your address Label shows (L), (W), (T) or (2) you do not owe dues for the Current Year

() Enclosed is $10.00 for my Annual Membership in the 34th Infantry Division Association. Annual membership period is — 1 Sep thru 31
Aug of each year. (Open to past and present members of units / organizations assigned to the 34 Inf Div or soldiers who have been
members of the National Guard for six years or longer.)

() Enclosed is $10.00 for my Associate Membership in the 34t Infantry Division Association. (Annual Fee) (Period is —1 Sep
thru 31 Aug of each year). (Individuals who do not meet membership requirements, ie: Spouses , Friends, Other Services)

() Enclosedis$ for my LIFE MEMBERSHIP in the 34th Infantry Division Association.
(See Fee Schedule Below) {No Further Annual Fee}.
To Age 60 $100.00 At age 60 & older $50.00
() Enclosedis$ for my donation to the 34t" Infantry Division Memorial Fund.

(Maintain all monuments and annual flowers for the Cemeteries in North Africa, Italy & U.S.)

Name Street

City: State: ZIP:

E-Mail: Phone Number
Age Military Unit/ Organization Signature:

Note: The purpose of the 34t" Infantry Division Association is to preserve the history of the 34t Divisional units & attached organizations of
soldiers that have served their nation since 1917. The National Association schedules an annual meeting each Fall.

The National Secretary is COL (Ret) Ed Graybill His Email Addressis: edward.graybill@gmail.com. The National Association Website is
http://www.34IDA.org Membership Treasurer: Mark Newhall ~ 515-210-1812 Email: mark.d.newhall@gmail.com

A newsletter is sent to current members three times a year by U.S. mail. All newsletter are shown on the Association Website.
The 34t Infantry Division Association maintains files and a desk at the lowa Gold Star Military Museum.

Museum Store - 34" Inf Div Assn Price List — Oct 2021

34™ Red Bull Polo Shirts size $25.00 34 Red Bull Div Insignia Pins (Lapel Pin) $6.00
34 Red Bull T-Shirt Size $15.00 Red Bull Patch (Black & Red) $6.00

34" Div Red Bull Neck Tie $15.00
34 Red Bull Window Decal $2.00 34t Div Red Bull Flag (3X5’) $65.00
34t Red Bull Jacket  size $45.00 Red Bull Memo Pads, 50 Sheet S 2.00
34 Div "Camouflage" Red Bull Ball Cap $20.00 34t Red Bull Coffee Mug S 6.00
Special Price on Books: Roaring Bull, 34" Infantry Division in the Global War on Terror ............ $10.00

*Add $5.00 for shipping the first ITEM and $2.00 per each added ITEM in the same shipment.

Mail to: 34 Infantry Division Association
Sub Total $ X
Shipping $ 7105 NW 70™ Ave, Camp Dodge, Bldg 3692
Total $ Johnston, 1A 50131
Name:
Street Address City ZIP

Call 515-210-1812 if you have a question.
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Ironman Battalion, 133™ Inf — Italian Chapter Calenzano, Italy 29-06-2025

Greetings,

Busy weeks for the Ironman Battalion, Italian Chapter of the 34th Inf Division Association.

Starting on 26-05-2025, with the Memorial Day ceremony held at the American military cemetery of "Falciani", near
Florence. The Chapter on behalf of the Association participated with a delegation accompanied by the Colors of the
34th Infantry Division, carrying the Battle Streamers of the campaigns related to the Second World War. The Chapter
then also presented the 34™" Inf Div Memorial Wreath of flowers that was placed at the base of the wall that shows the
names of those missing in action during the second phase of the Italian Campaign.

The ceremony was attended by both Italian and American military and civil authorities. After the performance of
the national anthems and the invocation of Chaplain Amaliri, followed by speakers. Admiral J.T. Anderson, Commander
of the Sixth Fleet, recalled the reason for this day, linking it above all to the events of the Second World War, which saw
men and women belonging to the US armed forces fall not only in the service of their country but above all, so that
freedom and democracy could be re-established on the European continent. He then recalled the importance of the
partisan movement and the reconstituted Italian army in the fight for the liberation of Italy. Italian General Giovanni
Gagliano took the floor, recalling the history of Memorial Day, reiterated the importance of bearing witness to the
memory of the sacrifice of the men and women who rest in the Florentine cemetery, as in the other cemeteries
established and managed by ABMC.

The US Vice Consul in Florence, Jeremy A. Moore, read the U.S. Presidential Proclamation, which was followed by
the Commemorative Speech by the US Consul General in Florence Daniela Ballard. After the speeches and wreath Laying
there was a moment of silence and the blessing imparted by Don Pietro Folino Gallo, Ordinary Military Chaplain for
Italy. The flyover of four U.S. F-16 fighters belonging to the 510th Squadron and coming from the Aviano base concluded
the ceremony. The crowd was one of the largest in many years.

The following life members were present for the Italian 34" Infantry Division Chapter:

Alessandro Querci, Paolo Franceschi, Andrea Morbidelli, Marco Poggiali, Luigi Malfi, with my wife Michela Lombardi
accompanying. After the ceremony, we had the opportunity to chat with Admiral Anderson and Consul Ballard who
thanked us for our presence and for the work carried out by the chapter.

Before leaving the cemetery we paid respects to three members of the 34" Inf Div; Bryant Ernest F. Sgt. 133", Maine
K. Nov 21, 1944, Strachbein Alfred T. PFC. 135th Texsas K. Jul 12, 1944, Smith Everet A. Pvt. 168th NY K. Oct 22, 1944.

34t Infantry Division Association
Ironman Battalion Italian Chapter

Iessand@ Querci

Memorial Day Photos at Florece, Italy ABMC Cemetary

I soci Poggiali e Morbidelli vicino alla corona di Alessandro Querch, Life Member, presenting
Fiori della “34th Inf Div Wreath” Florence, Italy. the 34° Infantry Division Colors.
. I — |

34™ INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION — IRONMAN BATTALION ITALIAN CHAPTER
RESP. ALESSANDRO QUERCI — MOBILE 3497279732 —EMAIL ironmanbattalion@gmail.com

SoclAL - FB Ironman Battalion Italian Chapter of 34" Infantry Division Association Page 8 Sprlng 2025
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Happy Birthday to the U.S. Army

by Sgt. 1st Class Ben Houtkooper MN, ARNG

Members of the Minnesota National Guard
celebrate the U.S. Army’s 250th birthday with an
event at the headquarters of the 34th Red Bull
Infantry Division in Arden Hills June 13, 2025.
Family and friends, including World War II veteran
and former Red Bull Don Halverson, who served
with the 168" Infantry Regiment in Italy.

“Since its founding, the U.S. Army has answered
every call during the nation’s most pivotal
moments,” said Army Maj. Gen Shawn Manke, the
Adjutant General of the Minnesota National Guard,
“This cake cutting ceremony isn’t just a tradition, it
is a celebration of who we are.”

“For 250 years, the U.S. Army has been at the
forefront of defending America at home and
abroad,” said Army Brig. Gen. Joe Sharkey,
commanding general of the Red Bulls. “When the
nation calls, the Soldiers of the all-volunteer force
stand ‘Always Ready’ — without hesitation, and
without excuse.

The Soldiers of the 34th Infantry Division are part
of this distinguished history, from fighting in North
Africa in World War II to Iraq and Afghanistan
during the Global War on Terrorism

The Army claims June 14, 1775, as its official
birthday. On that date, the Second Continental
Congress stood up an Army to fight in the
American Revolution.
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New National Guard Readiness Center

In West Des Moines Iowa
by Spc. Armani Wilson May 7, 2025

Service members, state and local leaders,
veterans and community members attend a
ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new lowa Army
National Guard Readiness Center in West Des
Moines, lowa on May 7, 2025. The facility is the
home of Co A, 1st Battalion, 168th Infantry
Regiment, and the 2168th Transportation
Company.

Shown in the photo L to R, are, lowa National
Guard Facilities Manager, COL (Ret) John
Perkins, lowa Governor Kim Reynolds and
Adjutant General of lowa, Major General Steve
Osborn.

U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Philip Henning,
religious affairs specialist with the 34th Division
Sustainment Brigade, Riverside, IL, explains the
history of Memorial Day during an event at
Camp Arifjan, Kuwait, May 27, 2024. Memorial
Day offers a purposeful opportunity to
remember and express gratitude for the men and
women who have died in service to our nation.
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Italian Chapter 133" Inf Bn members at the
Army 250 Birthday at Camp Darby, Italy.

Alessandro Quercy, posting the US Army
Colors at Cp Darby, 250" Army Birthdav.
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34 Infantry Division Association
Camp Dodge - Bldg 3692

7105 NW 70™ Ave

Johnston, IA 50131
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