DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
Hinvage and Bunors

185TH FIELD ARTILLERY

Organfzed 17 August 1878 in the Iowa National Guard as the 9th Infantry,
Lisutenant Colonel Lyman Banks, commanding

Reorganized and redesignated 25 June 1881 as the 2d Infantry

Mustered into Federal service 17 May 1898 as the 50th Iowa Volunteer Infantry:
mus tered out 30 November 1898 at Camp McKinley, Des Moines, iowa

Reorganized in State service by companies in 1899

Redesignated 26 November 1902 as the 54th Infantry

Converted and redesignated 4 July 1915 as the 1st Field Artillery
Mistered into Federal service 20 June 1916; mustered out 29 December 1916
Drafted inte Federal service 5 August 1917

Redesignated 1 October 1917 as the 126th Field Artillery and assigned to the
34th Division

Demgbilized 20 January 1919 at Camp Dodge, Iowa

Reorganized 1920 - 1921 as the Ist Field Artillery with first element
(Battery B at Davenport) Federally recagnized 10 June 1920

Redesignated 10 October 1921 as the 185th Field Artillery; and assigned to the
34th Division

Inducted into Federal service 10 February 1941 at home station




185TH FIELD ARTILLERY

Regtment broken up 30 January 1942 and its elements reorganized and redesignated
as follows:

Regiment (less 2d Battalion) as the 194th Field Artillery and relieved
from assignment to the 34th Division

~ 2d Battalion as the 185th Field Artillery Battalion, an element of-the
34th Infantry Divisien

Above units underwent changes January 1942 - December 1945 as follows:

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 194th Field Artillery reorganized
and redesignated B February 1943 as Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 194th
Field Artillery Group

Inactivated 21 December 1945 at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey

Ist Battalion, 194th Field Artillery reorganized and redesignated 8
February 1943 as the 194th Fieid Artillery Battalion

Inactivated 13 December 1945 at Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia

185th Field Artillery Battalion inactivated 3 November 1945 at Camp Patrick
Henry, ¥irginia

Above units reorganized 1946 ~ 1947 i1n Iowa National Guard as follows:

Headquarters and Headquarters Battery, 194th Field Artillery Group and the
194th Field Artillery Battalion consolidated, reorganized and redesignated as the
556th Field Artillery Battalion, an element of the 34th Infantry Division; Federally
recognized 30 January 1947 with Headquarters at Davenport '

185th Field ArtiTlery Battalion reorganized and Federally recognized
3 January 1947 with Headquarters at Boone

556th and 185th Field Artillery Battalions consolidated ] May 1959;
conselidated unit reorganized and redesignated as the 185th Artillery, a parent
regiment under the Combat Arms Regimental System, to consist of the Tst, 2d, and
3d Howitzer Battalions, 185th Artillery and the 4th Rocket Howitzer Battalion, elements
of the 34th Infantry Division -

Reorganized 1 March 1963 to consist of 1st and 4th Howitzer Batta1%uns, non-
divisional units

Reorganized 1 Januvary 1968 to consist of the 1st Battalion, a non-divisicnal unit

Redesignated 1 September 1971 as the 185th Field Artillery




185TH FIELD ARTILLERY

CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT

Worid War I
Streamer without inscription

World War Il

unisia
Naples-Foggia
Anzio

Rome-Arno
North Apennines
Ardennes-Alsace
Central Europe
Po Valley

DECORATIONS

French Croix de Guerre with Silver-Gilt Star, Worid War II, Streamer
embroidered FROSINCNE

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY OF THE ARMY:

EE.
Major” General, USA
“The Adjutant General

2 9 NOV 1974,



HEADQUARTERS. 1ST BATTALION (0D (FTOWED) 185TH FIELD ARTILLERY
Jowa Army National Guard
3615 Brady Street, Davenport, Iowa 52806

30 September 1969
HISTORY OF THE 185 FIELD ARTILLERY

Each year of activity in the National Guard represents anothsr chapter in the
changing history of the 185th Fleld Artillaery. The efforts and achievements
of each yesterday has shaped the stendards fér tome~rcow. This erganization
is in the process of developing a complete history of the 1/185th FA, from
the date of 1ts initial, federally recognized organization in 1878 to the
present. Much of the battalions history has been retained in the f orm of
newspapers, letters, photographs, etc., however the material has never

been arranged in such a manner that would allow & visitor to read thirough it.
The following information attempts to highlight each year with significant
points of interest. During the period 1878 to 1941 little information was
saved however visits to the local library and news agencies have disclosed

a relatively large amount of pre-World War II historical information. When
at such time this information can be ¢ollected and appropriately pieced toge-
ther, a complete history document will be published.

1878 - Parent unit was organized as the 9th Infantry Regiment, Iowa National
Guard, 17 Aug 78, LTC Lyman Benks, Commanding.

1881 - Reorganized and redesignated 2d Iu: Regiment, 25 Jun 1861.

1898 - Mustered into Federal ssrvicae ac the 50th Inf Regiment, Iowa
Volunieers, 17 May 1898; mustered out at Camp McKinley, Des Moines,
Iowa, 30 Nov 98.

1899 - Reorganized in State service as the 50th Inf Regiment s by companies.

1902 - Redesignated Shth Inf Rez, 26 Nov 1502.
1915 - Reorganized and redesignated lst Ficld Artillery Regiment, L Jul 1915.

1516 - Mustered into Federal service 20 Jun 1916, mustered out 29 Dec 1916.
(Mexican Border Disputes)

Oct 17, 1916 - (Taken from the Clintcn Herald) " Letters from members
Battery 4, first Towa Field Artiilery of Clinton, IoWa, now at
BErownsville, renort that the battery with other field artillery
arganizations encamped at Loma Alta for firing practice were forced
Lo abandor. the pup tent camp and return to Brownsville s when

two days! rain made the camp a veritable lake."

1917 - Drafted into Federal service 5 Aug 17 for World War I. Redesignated
126th Field Artillery Regiment and essigned to the 3hth Livision.

1919 - Demobilized at Camp Dodge, Towa, 20 Jan 1919.
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1920 - Reorganized as the 1st Field Artillery Regiment with the first
element, Battery B at Davenport, Iowa. Federally recognized
10 Jun 1920. .

1921 - Redesignated 185th Field Artillery degiment, 16 Oct 21, HQ
192 federally recognized 1 Jun 2.

1941 - 1Inducted into Federal service 10 Feb for W II. Received the
following Battle Honors and Unit Dscorations: WW.,I Streamer
witho ,}rxg}cﬁ;ption; WWII: Tunisiaj Rome-Arno; Nables-Fogpia;
North kpeﬁa—)ee ok 3 Po Valley, Angio, Unit Decorations: Streamer
in the colors of the French Croix De Guerre with palm embroidered
Belvedere. Home Station - Bosne, Iowa, :

Of the original men inducted into service during this period only
one stills remains an active member in the battalion. OWo Harvey
V. Dose, Property Book Officer. .

redesignated 185th Field Artillery Battalion, 3 Inf Div
30 Jan L2, ™ Jat Py o1ien heosme o p opr 3P e 9L T W g Ayt o v
A '[.T [T ‘_v‘ S ] &m T -~ g“.;‘v_-‘- W e 3‘5 N T:._-;‘ Tt]‘-;:,-u .

Inactivated at Camp Patrick Henry, Virginia s 3 Nov L5,

1942

2d _Battalion

1948
1947

Reorpganized as an element of the 3hth Inf Division with Headguarters
at Boone, Yowa, federally recogni-ad - 30Jan L7, 556th Field Arty,
and Medical Detachmert, Div Arty, nlus ope Cedar Rapids Battery,

These mits formed the 1st end 2nd Bn of ths newly formed 194th Combat
Arms fegiment, o .

1948 556 Field Artillery. AFT 48 ~ ¥, itiley, Kansas.

~ Movement to Ft. Riiley was made by train and special motor eonvoy.,

The year of 19,8 brought about a mssive recruiting campaign. One
highlight of this campaign was the enlistment of a little brown and
white Fox Terrier named "Kilroy*. Kilroy was owned by SGT Cliff
Dawson, a member of the HHB unit., This little mascot was the
subject of much publicity and was very instrumental in the numerous
enlistments during the period,

The local Davenport unit provided a escort for the Governor of Towa,
(also the Mayor of Davenport) for a parade through the main streets
of Davenport.

- 29Lk9 - 556 Field Artillery. AFT L9 -~ Ft Lecnardwood, Missouri,

Following a 1ift -n an enliatmert freeze the previous July, another
intensive enlistment campaign was initiated. Volunteers from the
battalion kept the armery opened each weekday and evenings, Mo, Tues,
and Thurs. Two men were on hand at all times to interview personnel,

During the summer field training weekend, many members of the battalion
attended a basehall fame in St. Louis watching the Cardinals and the
Pirates battle it out. Over 1100 soldiers from Ft Leonardwood were on
hand for that event,
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1949 - Special recognition was paid to local news organizations in the
form of ®"scrolls", The scrolls were presented to the WOC Statiam,
The Times Company, and the Democrat Publishing Company to show
appreciation for the cooperation they lnd given the Guard units.

5GT James C. Vagques was entertained as the 556th representative
in the State contest to select the "Typical Towa National Guards-
man,'’ (It is not known at this time the results of that contest),

1950 - 556th Field Artillery. AFT 50 - Ft Lecnardwood, Missouri.

LTC Ted Corry, battalion commander, received the "CPL Rcger Sneeden
Memorial Award Trophy® for having the best record during fisld

training, The award was made by COL Du Bois, X0, 3Lth Div Arty.

(CPL Sneeden was the first 3Lth Div Arty man to be killed in WW IT.

He lost his life in action with his gun sectiomn in Tunisia, North Africa)

"Army Inspector Threatens to Rule Guard Unit "Unsatisfactory” if New
Armory Isn't Erected in Davenport", COL Adair, IG, stated the present
housing facilities are wnsatisfactory, and that unless a new armory
was constructed, the:556th would receive an unsatisfactory for the
inspection. The present armory was constructed prior to 1917 and

is owned by the Davenport Artillery Holding Cr. (This building is
still in use today, 1969, and provides offices for the battalion
commander and staff, two, less than adequate classrooms, and provides
a office for the Jowa Highway Patrol Examiner during the week)., The
IG indicated that other arecas of the inspection were "satisfactory,”

A member of the HHB volunteered for active duty this year., Sometime
later that year a newspaper article depicted the story of how this man
found the bodies of more than 100 Korean political prisoners who had
teen buried in a common grave. It is believed that this individual,
along with another man fr a the battalisn who volunteered, were killed
later in this conflict.

"Local Guardsman given a 15 Day Suspended Jail Sentence, It seemed
one individual was a little reluctant to turm in his shoes for an
upecming Federal Inspection. The man refused a direct order from
his supply sergeant to turn in the shoes (which he was ineidently
wearing at the time) and was taken into court. Tt is not knowna what
took place after the trial but it may be assumed the inspector was
impressed with the units "cost conscieness and supply economy®.

Members of the local units in Davenport provided a honcr guard to the
"american Gold Star Mothers". A burial service was conducted for
the return of the bodies of soldiers killed in WWIY. This service
was held at the Rock Island Arsenal Cemetary,

This ysar saw more discussions coneerning the building of a new armory.

A locd Guardsman received much acclaim for his drawing ability, The
Iowa Guardsman featured many of PFC Paul C. Woslridges! cartoons
which humercusly depicted military life in the Guard. As a matter of
interest, PFC Wonlridge is now a professional "Forrier® (Horse Shoer)
in the Davenport area. Unfortunately he gave up his art professim
SOme years ago,

' 3
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The spring of 195C saw the batt~lion on State duty in support of
"Operation Limblilte, ‘fiis operstion involwed 28 officers and 328
enlisted men. The storm left Jdevastatica across the State, however
the City of Clintun, Ioxwa was hardest nit. Miny streets were blocked
off znd power throughout the city —was lost. The e¢ity was in a state
of ecnfusion. 4 real amergeoncy existed when unormal municipal processes
could not be continued, ~Gov. Zvardsley calld the guard and asgisned
them the mission of c¢leaning up the cily and restoring order. The |
operationlasted approximately 1l days after which local units received
generous words of appreciation,

£56th Field Artillery. AFT 51 - Camp McCoy, Wisconsin.

Battle games were conducted by approximately 950 Guardsman near the
town of Calumus, Iowa. The maneuvers were deemed o huge success.

Discussicns continued regarding the inadequacy of the Davenport Armory.
556th Field Artillery. AFT 52 - Camp McCoy, Wisconsin.

At last... a new armory was plaumed. O0fficials touched wup the initial
draft for the floor plan of the pew $100,000 armory. Construction was
to begin May 1.

The battalion acquires a new batt.alion insignia. The desecription

of the coat of arms is as follows: "The prickly pear cactus is
taken from the arms of the parent units, both the 185th Fi, and the
125 FA for service at the Msxican Border, the Fleur-de-lis represents
WW I service in France, the Shestlier Roman Sword for the infantry
origin of both parent regiments, and the Indisn quiver and two arrows
for the Indian War serviece of the 175th FA. The motto: "Faithful,
Formidable and Fiery'is a commosits of the motto's of the 125 Fa
(Faithful) and the 105th Fi (Formidable and Fiery)".

Once apain the battaliom found itself engagﬁed)\gigh'ting the raging
flood waters of the mighty mississippi. The battalion supported
mmnicipalities from Muscatine te Sebula fowa. Morzle durinz the
entire period was exceptionally high, even though entertainment and
relaxation were practically nil. What entertainment there was, were
fumished by a lccal hardware store in the form of two television
sets. Men were allowed passes every third night. Parents, wives,
and friends were allowed in the sreas dnrine the day to visit with the
men off-duty,. 16 APRIL~ R MAY

€th Field Artillery. Coy, Wiscons:
?g DAY, CUARDS HEN w}g Fﬁﬁn ro Diau‘ Qu&s%ﬁmyb‘a uP %D%;'Fr -SEEID
CONSTARUCTION FINALLY COMPIETED ON NEW ARMORY IN DAVENPORT.
556th Field Artillery. AFT 5 - Camp Ripley, Minnesota.

Annur]l Federal Inspection was conducted in the new armory with
"Bxcellant" results.
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Newspapers aclaim guard for efforts in the Polin dvive. The drive
took place over sevcrzl weeks and a significant amcunt of funds were
solicited,

556th Field Artillery. AFT 55 - “amp linley, Minnesota.

Units of the battalion participated in a nationwide "Test Alert",
20 Apr 55. Hg&Hq Bitry received a Certificate of Commendation, "In
Recognition of Distinguished Service During Operation Minuteman®.

on The Lighter Side. Mombers of the battalion received their
quarterly pay in "$2.00 Bills" during a Fuesday night Drill. The
stunt was done to show the importance of the puard to the Quad-
citées from a fin ancial standpoint. ’

Much discussicn was offered in local newspaper in response to the
covernments new military reserve law designed to create a giant

reserve pool of ready-tc-ge fianters, Instead of finding men rushing
in to beat the dr2ft by signing wup for a quick tour of active duty,
youngsters were hanging back waiting to see what develops. The

Defense Department felt that a boy who manages to escape the draft also
escapes the new 6 to 7 year military oblipa“®on imposed on men who
serve a tour of a achive duty. The pensrel indications were that
unless congress changed the law the Zentapon willi have continuing
trcuble attracting a bumper class of 6-menth trainees,

556th Pield Artillery. AFT 56 - famp Mipley, Missesota.
556th Field Artillery. AFT 57 - Camp Ripley, Missesota.

The 5556 FA observed its 10th anniversary of the activation of the
battdiien. The event was marked by a inspection and a cake-cutting
by the battalions! oldest member, MSG Herbert Nldsen.

Muster Day celebrations in the Cedar Rapids wmit received wide-
spread publicity from local papers. The procram was a part of a
continuing effort to seek recruits.

Much dissent was evident relative to the Army's "Kiss of Death",

The National Guard Assn. accuszd the Army of trying to give it the
"kiss of death" by ordering all Guard recruits to take six months

of basic training. Guard members feli the guard wold be forced down
the Mong trail of oblivion and ultimste federalization®.

556t Field Artillery - AFT 58 - Camp Ripley, Minnesota.

556th Field Artillery - AFT 59 - Camp Guersney, Wycming.

The 556th was reorganized into the 1st Battalion, 185th Field Arty.

The reorganization placed the HHB and Sve Biry in the Davenport Garrison
with Btry A and Biry B in Clinton. The switch to the pentomic
organization was effective 1 @ 59.

For the Clinton Unit (Btry B) it was their first opportunity to fire

q.f 155MN Howitzers. During AFT the unit not anly fired this weapen, but

also presented a artillery fire-power demonstration for other units
at that same site, 5
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A7 1960 - 2/185/1/165 Artillery - AFT 60 ~» Camp Ripley, ¥Mirnesocta.

Btry 4; 2 How Dn received the General derald Dikois Memorial Trophy
for superior perforumance and high trainine standarids.

10 Davenport Guardsian failed to zttend “rill and were turned over
to the Draft Board, OCQURRES /M 1953

" Members of Btry A and B, 2d How Dn were ordored to flood duty in

Cedar Rapids, lowa this year. The mission was hauling sand bags to
endangered areas almng the Cedar River, and traffic control.

HHE provides a humaniterian service to a young high school student
who hac been injured in a farming aceident which restricted hinm to
his home, The unit provided an intercom system from each room of his
schocl room to his home. This wire covered 35 miles and was done
by guardsman on treoir own time.

2/185/1/185 Artillery - 4FT 61 - Camp Ripley, Minnesoba.
2/185/1/185 Artillery - AFT 62 ~ Camp Ripley, Minnesota.

State of Towa protests plan to breat up the Guard President Kennedy
sent Coniress a revised proposal on reserve-gurvd marpower strength-
contempla ting a cut of 58,000 from the cver-all total of 700,000
Guardsman and reservists. Plan not considersa "final®,

Wall Street Journal reflects criticiszm of the Guard for a lack of
preparsdre ss and stress on social activities.

1st How Bn, 185th FA - AFT 63 - Camp Guersnsy, Wycming,

Battalion reorganized into the lst How Pn, 1035th FA. The 2/185
was censolidated with the lst in this change.,

A member of the Devenport unit, SSG Russell D, Petersen, extended his
eniistment to age 60 in a recruiting prozram. Muster day was celebrated
with a public exhibit and 2 rcduced distance artillery RSOP. :

let How Dn, 105th FA - AFT 64 - Camp Ripley, Minnescta.

Local units provide military cordon for the State Funeral of the late
ex-president of the United States, Horbert G, Hoover., Personsl letters
of appreciation were received frem the Ldjutant General of Jowa, the
Division Commander, and the Uivestor of General Services Administration,

MOROH q
L«pm 6L - irea Command "Kilo" wes pullished.

1st How In 185th FA. AFT 65 - Camp Ripley, Minnesota.

1965 saw the worst flocding in his cory alony the Mississippi. The
entire hattalion was placed on state duty in support of Clinten,
Javenport, and Muscatine communities, Efforts to confine flood waters
were being made around the clock. Many National, State and loecal
agencies were envolved in one wayv or another. ‘ne major highlight of

é
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the fleod was the frantie attempt to save the main pumping station
located ocutside tie protective walls of the levec. The site,
labeled "Ft., Johanne >1' af‘wx &# » officer in charge of the project,
(presently wvnit scommender 4-:14., 17185 FAY Was manned by one
offieer and 2 small grroup ui“.\vonn cere { "M\&"" e pmping station
received the full brunt of the cnrushing uaters. Due to the tireless
efforts of the small band i w siunteers, the station was aaved.

The whole experience loft all with rond memories of how, in time of
impending diaster, humans tend tc forpst personal problems and join
together,

1st How Dn, 185th FA - AFT 66 - Camp Ripley, Minnesota,

Guardsmen wire azain called to State Dutv for potential iee jaiming
in the Mississippi fiver, . :

1st Hew Bn 185th FA. AFT 67 - Camp Guersney, Wyoming.

Flood waters again threatened river cammwiities in the battalion’s
sector. Trocps were called to Statz Duty again however the crest
did not reach the proportions of 85 and few major problems existed.

Ist 3n, 185th FA (SGF). AFT 60 - Camp Ripley, Minnesota.
60 8 e - d‘”"*’"“f“
The" M‘lll(‘n was reovrpanized to its present status (less SF)"'%;M ]&%\»;
The newly acquired SWF statns r~sz2d new problems for the battdlien.
Stren~th levels were increased to 93¢% T"E. The supply system was
completely overhauled with the auveat of The P3O crncept. The first
gix menths of SRF status saw additicnal drilla, however after 1 Jul 68
this was reduced to ncrmal. It was f2lt the ad iltionafl assemblies
would be extremely beneficial from a training mission standpoint,
This preved corre~b however,much of the additional time was spent
initiatin c.dm:m*_qtrﬂuve end Supply programs and accomplishs’g&t—of
required Uivii DMsturbance training. All in all SRF status was a
sorly nseded "shot in the s»xmt,

=".' Present- 1st 2n, 105th FA. APT €2 - Cemp McCoy, Wisconsin.

Much was gained during the pzs* APT period, however less than
desira*le training zreas hampered the battalions ability to provide
needed movement flexibility. Supply and administrative problems
continued to ve key factors throaughovt the period., With the removal
of SaF stetuc from the battalior many are concerrsd how this fact Will
effect equipment, sirength. cte.

Due o early predietions of pectential spring flooding {pre?ictions
vhich initially reflected crest higher thzn 65) planning with
sector commnities commenced well dir advance of the flood waters.
The river eventually crested below expected levels however troops
were called to the Clinton area again. The operation was performed
without major &ifficulties.
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