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LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

8 Novenber 1942 to 1 Septenber 1944

FOREWORD

This summary of "Lessons Learned in Conbat" has been witten by the nmen of
the 34th Infantry Division and is presented in their words.

The Division entered conbat first at ALA ERS, NORTH AFRI CA on 7-8 Novenber
1942 and el ements of the division were engaged al nost continuously fromthat
date until the German surrender in May 1943. Landing in Italy on 23 Septenber
1943, the Division has been committed to action in every nmajor engagenment of the
canpai gn to date.

El ements of the Division have been active in conbat with the eneny over
400 days since the initial landings in Africa and the Division itself has been
in conmand of a sector for 330 days.

Many of the "Lessons Learned"” are not presented in this summary. They
were | ost, unfortunately, with the heroes of the Division at ALG ERS, at
FONDOUK, at Hill 609, at BENEVENTO, at the VOLTURNO Ri ver and MI. PANTANO, at
CASSI NO and ANZI O, at ROVE, ClVITAVECCH A, ROSI GNANO, CECI NA, and LI VORNO

s/ Charles L. Bolte
CHARLES L. BOLTE,
Maj or Ceneral, U S. Arny,
Conmandi ng.
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LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER | - | NFANTRY
1. Infantry Qperations. No attenpt will be made to discuss tactics since the
basi ¢ principles enployed by Ghenghis Khan are still in vogue today.
a. Shock Action. The pronpt followp of a shock action by Infantry is of

par anmount i nportance.
Maj or WARREN C. CHAPMAN, 133rd Infantry

"I'n many instances our troops have not taken advantage of shock
action and it has cost us many casualties. By the term SHOCK ACTI ON
nean artillery concentrations, nortar fire, bonbing attacks, tank or TD
[tank destroyer] fire, bazooka fire and hand grenades. All nust be
foll owed aggressively and with no delay. Artillery barrages and
concentrations are practically usel ess unless they are followed closely
enough so that the rifleman can close with the eneny before the eneny
front line soldier realizes that the fire has lifted and runs back to man

his guns. In following the artillery closely you may have some casualties
fromyour own artillery, but in the long run your casualties will be nuch
[ower. Frommy experience in CASSINO | |earned that the Germans 'took up

the slack' the nonent he found it was there. One day at CASSINO we had a
coordi nated attack planned to get Conpany "L" across the main street to
gain a foothold on that side of town. Tanks were to fire a preparation on
known and suspected targets and, as a signal to the riflenen that the
tanks were to cease firing, the command tank was to fire four rounds in a
doorway that was visible to all. Then the infantrynen were to dash across
the street imediately and gain entrance to the buil dings before the eneny
had recovered. However, the riflenmen waited 10 minutes before they
started and by that tine the Gernmans were back on their guns and stopped
the attack. There is no fire nore devastating and noral e-shattering than
well -directed tank fire. At CASSINO the eneny knew the | ocation of ny
battal i on observation post [OP] and tried continually w thout success to
knock it out with machine gun, nortar and artillery fire.

Gernman tanks gave us very little trouble in CASSI NO but at dawn one
norni ng they drove up one Mark VI and started firing at my OP. Needl ess
to say | was scared and was sitting in a corner saying ny prayers and
trying to call the artillery. | stayed in that corner, too, until five
m nutes after the last round was fired before I went back down the trai
with ny phone to try to splice it on the line. During those five ninutes
t he enemy could have conme in the building and found me in the corner with
very little fight.

In CASSI NO t he battalion used, on the average, 500 grenades a day.
One of our methods of advancing was to throw a grenade into a room and
then get into the roomw th a Tommy-gun right after the grenade went off.
If there were any Gernmans in the room those that were still alive were
found lying on the floor with no fight left."



b. Street Fighting. The experience of the 34th Infantry Division in
Italy has been that the eneny defends towns and incorporates buildings into his
def ense systens whenever possible. Wile the cardinal principle is to by-pass
and cut off the defending forces, the exigencies of the situation my denand a
frontal attack. |If the latter be true there is no easy answer to the problem
The enemy can only be evicted by hard work.

Techni cal Sergeant THEODORE H. PETERSON, 135th Infantry.

"After once entering a village a strong point should be established
with all around defense. In the case of a platoon you can then send out
smaller units fromthis strong point to |liquidate other buildings near by,
whi | e being covered by fire fromthe strong point. As soon as al
buildings in the vicinity have been thoroughly cleared of the eneny the
pl at oon can be regrouped at another strong point and continue the job
This was the method enpl oyed by our platoon in the attack on ROSI GNANO and
proved to be very successful. In this sane engagenent we al so found that
the use of tanks was a great help in street fighting. A few blasts froma
75 into a building will either kill the eneny or shake themup so badly
that their capture becomes quite easy provided we follow up closely. O
course, it must be remenbered that tanks are very good targets for the
eneny bazooka man, and as a result they must be given adequate protection
by the infantrynman."

Sergeant ARTHUR R. WORMAN, 133rd Infantry.

"I am experienced nmostly in village fighting. The main thing is not
to m ss a house, and when you go in to take it you want to be certain not
to mss a room or any other place a person can hide. Wen you go up to a
house you want to go to the side where there are the fewest w ndows and
where you have the npbst cover."

Staff Sergeant |IRVING C. ZEBOROABKI, 133rd Infantry.

"This incident took place in the battle for CASSI NO around the
m ddl e of February 1944. There were twenty of us grouped together in one

building. It's fine to have a friend or two with you, but in this case,
there were just too many for one building. The building was shelled by
the eneny burying all of us. | was wearing my helnet, luckily, at the

tinme, which saved ny life. M friends weren't so fortunate. O the
twenty, about one-third got out alive."

Staff Sergeant FRANCIS R ELKINS, 133rd Infantry.

"This incident took place in the battle for BENEVENTO around the
m ddl e of Cctober 1943. W had al nost cleared the town and built our |ine
on its northern edge. Sonehow, soneone failed to realize the inportance
of a road block. Early the next norning, two Jerry halftracks and one 2-
1/2-ton truck rolled into the mddle of town with the intention of blow ng



a bridge. The truck was |oaded with TNT. Luckily, Jerry was as nuch
surprised as we were, so he withdrew his halftracks after we captured the
truck, In ny estimation a good roadbl ock woul d have prevented this and if
Jerry had decided to open up, we would have suffered plenty of
casualties."

Captain REID B. HUFF, 135th Infantry.
"Contact by visual means or radio is essential in street fighting

bet ween units noving through town in different sectors. At SAN VI TTORE
Conmpany "I" was held up 4 hours by friendly fire from Conpany "K".'

Maj or WARREN C. CHAPMAN, 133rd Infantry.

"I'n discussing street fighting in Italy the reader nust first

realize that nost of the Italian towns do not have regular well laid out
streets, and that all the building are close together and have thick stone
wal I s and usually very few doors and wi ndows. In CASSINO the

Germans had every building in the line of our advance fortified. GQGun
enpl acenents were al so canouflaged in piles of rubble presunmably created
by our own artillery and tank fire. Their fires were well planned and
coordi nated so that each gun was covered by another

To gain our first foothold in the towm we used snoke and tanks
supported by infantry. The infantry under unobserved fire renoved ni nes
and filled in anti-tank ditches to assist in the advance of the tanks. n
gaining the first foothold we got nen in buildings and consolidated our
positions with particular attention to getting bazookas in |arge nunbers
placed in the nost forward positions. Gernan tanks in this sector had
been giving us trouble, but the German arnor didn't bother us in CASSI NO
because we had so nmany bazookas well forward. The bazooka proved to be a
very effective weapon in street fighting. It was the squad | eaders
direct fire artillery and with very little instruction and experience can
be fired with surprising accuracy. Since all doors and | ower w ndows were
covered by fire, at other times we had to nake other entrances to these
bui | di ngs through thick stone walls. |[|f tanks could be maneuvered to
shoot holes in these walls, it was done. Oherw se, the bazooka was used.
In one instance, it took nine rounds to get a hole big enough to go
t hrough. After an entrance was found or nade a grenade al ways preceded the
infantryman into the roomif there was any possibility of Germans being
there. In cases where a house could not be approached, tank fire was used
to level the building to the ground. O course, this gave the Gernans
sone wonderful rubble piles to build camoufl age enpl acenents but they | ost
t he overhead cover for artillery and nortar fire. W also used an 8"
howi t zer on sone buildings. It can be fired with precision and changes as
small as ten yards can be made so we used it on targets within 50 yards of
our own troops. We called it sniping with an 8 how NMrtars are not too
ef fective agai nst the buildings and are used nmainly to harass and
i nterdi ct paths.

Sni pers were enployed freely by both sides and sonetines | am
inclined to think that the Germans had nore success than we did. During
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the lulls our nen got carel ess and becane excellent targets. On the
beachhead at ANZI O t he opposite seemed to hold true.

In the house-to-house fighting or roomto-roomfighting nost of the
men preferred the Tomry-gun and because of its size preferred the carbine
to the rifle for working in close quarters. For defense, nachi ne guns,
both Iight and heavy, and BARs were placed with the forward el ements.

VWhen we were in CASSINO the nights were very dark so little
of fensive action was attenpted. At tines we would have a very limted
obj ective of say the next house. |In many cases 'No Man's Land' consisted
of about a 10-yard space between two houses; this was ideal for playing
catch with grenades. A grenade that explodes on inpact could have been
used. At night we would make readjustnents, reliefs, bring up supplies,
and evacuate killed and wounded. The hand carry was only about 200 yards.
Except in the nost forward positions novenent was conparatively safe.

We had no 300 radios at this time and the 536 was usel ess but we
used sound power phones to all platoons and outposts. Wre was being
knocked out continually by artillery and nortar fire so |linenen and
runners were kept busy."

Count erattack. Every soldier actively engaged agai nst the German Arny

knows its nethod of counterattack late in the afternoon to di sorganize our
forces preparatory to executing a withdrawal under the cover of darkness. The
princi pal of 'counterattacking the counterattack' has been evolved in the
Division with excellent results.

Captain RICHARD H. SUGARS, 133rd Infantry.

"I'n numerous incidents we have been too slow in taking advantage of
our eneny. One of these times was in the vicinity of CAMPO LEONE, Italy.
The situation had been stabilized by quite a nunber of Gernman infantry and
tanks and we had been in approxinmately the sane position for 48 hours.
During that tinme there were heavy exchanges of artillery and nortar fire
pl us nachi ne gun and sniper fire whenever a sol di er exposed hinself.

Just at dusk on the second evening Jerry had decided he had taken
enough puni shment (as we learned later) and made a withdrawal. The
general method that he uses to throw us off balance is to make two or
three small attacks acconpani ed by nuch artillery. This particular
evening he hit us with two sinultaneous attacks each conposed of about one
pl atoon of infantry and one tank. He drove in our outposts and the eneny
infantry canme right to our MLR [ Main Line of Resistance] before it was
stopped. Then he inmmedi ately w thdrew out of the zone of our defensive
fires. The whole operation did not take 15 minutes at the nost. The
confusion and excitenent that follows every attack of the eneny was
intensified by the darkness, and, needless to say, it was at this tine
that the eneny conpleted his withdrawal. In spite of our continual heavy
harassnment the Gernans nanaged to take all their equipment and wounded
with them although they |left about 100 dead on the field.

At the tinme the battalion had already committed its reserve and due
to the strenuous fighting in the |ast few days we were unable to
reorgani ze and pursue the enemy with a night attack which would have
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acconpl i shed two mi ssions. First acconplishnment woul d be the capturing of
much ground with the m ni mum amount of effort due to the disorganization
of the enemy. Secondly, we would have denied himthe opportunity of
est abl i shing anot her defense line.

| believe the solution of this is prior planning by battalion and
regi mental comranders. Keeping in nmind the possibilities of this type of
eneny action, comanders should hold a reserve and nake the necessary
dayl i ght reconnai ssance. Mich can be acconplished to insure the success
of this type of action by training in the company night attack. It should
be enmphasi zed that small groups nmust attack a limted objective
si mul taneously and reorgani ze into their conpany organi zati on upon
reaching the objective. There often are not enough trained nmen capabl e of
gui di ng groups across strange ground and of recognizing their objective in
the dark. Consequently, the few nmen that are capable have to do nost of
the fighting for a conmpany while the rest of the unit cones along in a
col um of twos, each man keeping so close to the man in front that he
steps on his heels for fear that he and all the nen behind himw Il get
lost if he breaks contact."

Maj or FRED H. LIPPUCCI, 135th Infantry.

"It is recormended that inmmediately foll owi ng any such spoiling
attacks the eneny be pursued vigorously either by passing through the
di sorgani zed assaulting troops with a reserve or by a rapid
reorgani zation. This, | believe, will enable us to pass in, through, or
around the retreating eneny forces and will prevent himfrom establishing
hinself on a new terrain feature. Such attacks nmade by this regi nent on
the vicinity of ROSIGNANO resulted in our troops wal ki ng through the eneny
position and establishing thensel ves on the high ground to the eneny rear
wi t hout suffering one casualty, whereas it had been inpossible to gain any
ground what soever during the hours of light."

Mount ai n WArfare invol ves no new basic principles and in nost cases in
has not required special troops. It does require sone special equipnment -

particularly warmer clothing and |ight weapons. The extremely difficult terrain
encountered in the mountains requires nen to undergo extreme hardship and
necessitates top physical condition

Second Lieutenant ERVIN M FREY, 168th Infantry.

"The Battalion received the mssion of taking M. PANTANO and
holding it. It was to be a dawn attack. M/ explanation will start after
t he obj ective had been taken

I mportant facts observed after objective had been taken

(a) Ammunition was very linmted, especially hand grenades due to

the fact that clinbing and brush causes the nen to | ose them

(b) Food was not a nmjor item because nmen had no desire to eat in

| arge quantities while fighting.

(c) Water supply was very limted due to lack of water cans in

each conpany. Many wounded nen needed water for medical treatmnent.



(d) Medi cal supplies were very limted due to the fact the terrain
was very rough and the Aid Men and forward aid station which was on
the hill had carried less than usual. The big problemin this line
was litter bearers. The tinme estinmated to evacuate a patient from
the nountain was about two patients per litter squad per day.
Therefore, many nmen were taken fromrifle conpani es, which weakened
our |ine.

(e) Reserve Support - The objective was al nost |ost due to the

| ack of proper reconnai ssance before starting on the mssion. W

shoul d have had | arger scale maps and nore maps per company. The

fact was there were many nore eneny behind the objective than
estimated. In this type of terrain enemy are conceal ed and exact
power is never known until close contact is nade.

One observed fault which was never corrected on this mssion was the
use of machi ne guns. The heavy weapons conpany shoul d al ways have
sufficient neans for transporting their heavy weapons. 1In this mssion
mul es woul d have been the answer. |If there is no means of transporting
weapons except to carry them then the heavy weapons conpany shoul d change
fromwater cooled guns to the Iight machine guns such as the rifle
conpani es have. Wen the battalion is on the defensive in nountainous
terrain then heavy guns m ght be used again

The battalion S-4 should have one |ight nmachi ne gun per conpany on
hand at all tinmes. Mny are |ost due to eneny action

The objective was taken with very little resistance. this was due
to a surprise attack and the eneny were not in their positions. About an
hour after objective was reached and secured, the eneny counterattacked to
regain the ground but failed. They then withdrew to the base of the hill
and we soon received an artillery barrage followed by nortar fire. They
then tried to regain their lost ground, continuing their attacks seven
different tine during the day on the same part of our |ine.

We al nost | ost our objective for several reasons: Lack of amunition
and hand grenades and failure of comrunications to the artillery. For
ni ght work on nountains, it is very inmportant to have fl ares.

After all attacks had failed for the enenmy in this sector, they
tried to out-flank the next nountain and then put nachi ne gun and observed
nortar fire on our side of the hill. It is necessary, therefore, to
al ways have connecting files with all flank units and cl ose contact. W
had such contact on this mssion.”

First Sergeant GERALD J. GREGOR, 135th Infantry.

"You cannot snoke very often as your wi nd becones cut.

The negl ect of the feet leads to trenchfoot. The socks have to be
dried, if possible, and changed. Even though the shoes are danp or wet,
dry socks and the feet dried by rubbing well with a towel and nassagi ng
wi th hands, feel much better and blood circul ates again thus taking the
cold and pain out of them

New nen or replacenments are the persons who have the nost trouble.



The cl ot hing, when wet, should be wung out for a danmp piece of
clothing is not near as mserable and disconforting as a soaki ng wet
pi ece.

For the bed, instead of lying on the cold, damp ground, you can
gat her up dry |leaves, straw, |long grass or cardboard upon whi ch bl ankets
can be placed. This keeps the cold frompenetrating the body thus causing
aches and pains and cases of rheumatism?"”

Cor poral CHARLES W BRANSON, 135th Infantry
Technician Fifth Gade HAROLD C. HI LLESTAD, 135th Infantry.

"In the handling of mules in the nmountains, they should never be
rushed where the going is tough. The mule will usually slip and fall
upsetting the whol e | oad.

Duri ng one experience of this kind, we were taking a nule train
across a nuddy stretch of road which, at one time, had been a corduroy
road. Starting across at a hurried pace, a nunber of the nmules were
pushed off the road and becane nired resulting in much tine being lost in
rel oadi ng and getting under way."

First Lieutenant BURGESS R WLSON, 133rd Infantry.

"OF all the lessons learned in the field of conbat, each only
enphasi zes the teaching in the field manuals. Every time a cardinal rule
was broken a casualty resulted.

Duri ng one phase of the mountain fighting my platoon dug-in in the
vicinity of a prominent trail junction. That evening Jerry threw some
170s at that trail junction. M platoon suffered three casualti es.
Results coul d have been worse. Lesson learned - avoid as nuch as possible
all prom nent |and marks, which Jerry m ght have 'zeroed in', such as
cross roads, trail and road junctions, main stream beds, and the I|ike.

In nountain fighting, Jerry nine times out of ten, sets up his
machi ne guns to conmand trails, deep gullies and ravines. By 'riding the
ri dges' these points of resistance may be outfl anked and wi ped out."

Techni cal Sergeant ELDON P. SWAN, 135th Infantry.

"If the terrain is especially steep and the going conplicated by a
muddy trail, the men are apt to |lose contact. This especially applies to
weapons pl at oons and conpani es. Unit comranders shoul d take into
consi deration human linmitations on such difficult nmarches as these."

e. Ni ght Attack. Extrenely difficult to carry out, a night attack is
nevert hel ess the only nmethod assured of reasonabl e success across open ground
and agai nst the Gernman nasters of terrain. The Division, once battle seasoned,
has al ways preferred this kind of attack under the above circunstances, but each
man queri ed enphasi zes the necessity for strict control to | essen the
possibility of |lost contact between attacking elenents. Attack plans nust be
the essence of sinplicity. Masterly conceived doubl e envel opnents general ly
only result in friendly forces shooting up each ot her




Li eutenant Col onel JOE L. BOURNE, 168th Infantry.

"The points concerning the rifle battalion conducting night
operations we have in mnd are as foll ows:

(a) Attack on a very narrow frontage.

(b) Use of Autonmmtic Wapons.

(c) M ne Fi el ds.

(d) Conmuni cat i ons.

We found it sometines advantageous to |launch a night attack in a
col um of conpanies. This nethod has been quite effective when the
regi ment had been stopped in daylight attacks, and after the eneny
opposition had received a punmeling fromour artillery, cannon and nortar
fire during the daylight attack. A specific exanple of this type of
attack was the action of the battalion against LANUWWI O The battalion
formed up at night, nmoved off using a road as its guiding axis for
advance, shoul dered its way through opposition to the high ground in back
of LANUVI O before daylight. The action caught the eneny by surprise, and
by rapid depl oynent, we were able to button up the objective and hold it
until other friendly troops nopped up and noved into position to continue
t he advance upon ROVE

Anot her exanple of this battalion using the sane nmethod occurred in
its night action against COLLE ALBERTI (high ground east of LORENZANA)
Briefly, the situation for this action was as follows: The Third
Battalion, 168th Infantry Regi ment had been stopped in its attack on
LORENZANA by eneny opposition |ocated i n LORENZANA and the hi gh ground on
COLLE ALBERTI. In this instance the battalion again attacked in a colum
of conpani es, shouldering its way through to the objective, catching the
eneny by surprise and at daylight buttoning up the objective. The
critical time for both of the attacks was that period when | eading
el ements of the battalion had reach the objective and organized a rapid
depl oyment to nmop up the eneny that had been by-passed or that m ght be
located in any direction. Upon the first rays of sunlight the battalion
vigorously started its nop-up action, catching many eneny by surprise and
conpletely bew | dered. The point we wish to bring out is that by
attacking on a very narrow frontage and in a colunmm of conpani es we were
able to nove up required strength to di spose of eneny opposition
encountered, or to push it aside and continue on to the objective. The
formation is easy to control, has great depth in the attack, and, even
t hough eneny are by-passed, the conplete surprise and bew | dernment of the
eneny when waking up in the nmorning and finding there is opposition
surroundi ng them especially in their rear, is highly denoralizing, with
the result that the eneny has surrendered without too much of a fire
fight. The successful attack on COLLE ALBERTI enabled the 3rd Battalion
to take its objective, the town of LORENZANA, and for the reginment to
continue on toward its regi mental objective

W believe, by experience, a good rule to followis to plan your
ni ght novenents so that they include the attachnent of at |east one heavy
machi ne gun platoon to the conpany. It is highly inmportant to get your
automatic weapons in early, and keep themin late. Mortars should be in



pl ace so that they can fire at dawn and if necessary to fire at dark even
t hough they have had to displace to an entirely new position during the
night. Mortars can successfully be fired frommap data wi thout actua
observation. The cannon conpany and artillery should be ready to fire by
map data, even though they cannot observe. |If the fire of the nortars,
cannon conpany and artillery is ready on call to be laid well in front of
t he objective and approaches on the flank, counterattacks by the eneny
wi Il be broken up before they ever get started. Again the critical tine
to have all this map data properly coordinated and ready for use is during
t he nop-up period just preceding full daylight.

The best laid plans of mice and nen often run agaft now and then.

M ne fields and booby traps someti nes cause nany changes in a prepl anned
ni ght operation. An attack sel dom progresses exactly as pl anned;
therefore, you nust have flexibility. You absolutely cannot blindly

di sregard mne fields. You nust probe and try to get around, avoid the
mnes if possible. Wen there is no other way out they must be renoved.
Renoval of mines in the dark at night is not a sinple little task.

Ammuni tion and Pioneer Pl atoon personnel and engi neers wi th proper

equi prent are sonetines absolutely necessities. Sonetinmes the answer to
the problemis to have specially trained nen with the conpani es.

Let us again point out that the attack on a very narrow frontage,
shoul deri ng your way through, so to speak, is one of the best nethods of
passing through a mne field. Sonmetimes civilian partisans have proven
i nvaluable for the location of mine fields. A specific exanple of this
was the battalion's night operation establishing a bridgehead across the
CECINA River to the north of MONTESCUDAI O, Italy. The battalion's first
operation was to sweep the south side of the bank clear of eneny and this
was acconplished previous to nidnight. Cvilians living in the area
inforned us of mne fields in the river bank, in the river and surroundi ng
network of roads. Patrols carefully investigated and nmarked approaches
through mne field in several different points of the river. The
battalion, |ess one conmpany, was able to cross the river, establish road
bl ocks and secure high ground to the north of the river. Qher elenents
of the regiment were able to pass through just prior to daylight and
continue the attack

The heart and pul se surrounding all night operations we have had to
date is communi cation. W believe in using plenty of wire and having the
front-line elenents string wire as they progress. This may take a little
nore tinme, but the overall advantage gained, we believe, nakes for a
speedi er and nore successful operation as a whole."

Captain FRANK M COCKETT, 168th Infantry.

"It is ny belief, and others share the sane opinion, that some nen
are afraid of the dark. To be left alone and |ost is nerve breaking.

To establish confidence in personnel, small groups should start out
into the hills unfanmiliar to themand individually be sent back to a
different place. This will not only instill confidence in nen but wll
train themin 'rounding up' all the details that nmake for individua
training."



Captain WLLIAM H HARRI'S, 168th Infantry.

"About the 28th of June in the vicinity of MONTEVERDE, Italy,
fifteen men and one officer from Conpany "A" had run into a fire fight
while trying to establish a road bl ock 1500 yards to the north. The road
bl ock was held of f and the officer wounded.

During the night Conpany "B" was given the mssion of clearing the
way for the roadbl ock, and passing on to a hill 1500 yards beyond. W had
a heavy machi ne gun platoon and two guides to the road block. It was
necessary to nove forward in a single file, and stay closed up. The
reason being, the terrain was very rough, thick underbrush and ditches
prevailing. Several tines it was necessary to halt, and wait for the
conpany to close up. The weapons pl atoon and nachi ne guns were near the
front. | felt that the rest could keep up with their progress. The only
way to know when there was a break was to check back by voice along the
colum, or when the rear passed up word to wait we know there has been a
break. We were about four and one-half hours covering the distance to the
road bl ock.

Points | learned fromthis:

(a) | f possible see the ground in daylight before noving over it.
(b) If working fromnaps, a 1/25000 is much better than a 1/50000.
(c) It is necessary to allow anple tinme.

(d) The rear nust keep contact with the front.

(e) It is hardly possible in heavy underbrush to put out flank
security without losing it.

(f) The 536 radio works well in sone spots; in others it works

very poorly."
Second Li eutenant SANTO La PELLA, 135th Infantry.

"I was ordered to attack a certain hill with nmy platoon at daylight.
The terrain was wi de open. W had no cover whatsoever. The eneny all owed
ny platoon to proceed about half way across the valley floor, then opened
up with nortars, artillery, nmachine gun and 20mmfire. M pl atoon
di spersed, | lost control and the platoon was scattered until dark

VWhen attacking an objective, if there isn't any covered route
approaching the objective, the attack should be held off until dark.".

Sergeant CGEORCGE PARRCS, 135th Infantry.

"The success of night attacks depends on the individual soldier
mai ntai n contact and conplete silence on noving up."

First Lieutenant JIMME NORTH, 135th Infantry.

"A heavy concentration of small arns fire is denoralizing at night.
If you can get a nan to pull the trigger, the sound of his rifle and the
rifle on the right and on the left will give himsufficient confidence to
pull himright up to the objective."



f. Ri ver Crossings. The 34th Infantry Division has made four successful
maj or river crossings. (Three over the VOLTURNO and one over the RAPI DO )
Careful pl anni ng, thorough reconnai ssance, surprise, and night attacks al

pl ayed their part in the success of these operations.

Captain FRANCI S J. KENYQON, 168th Infantry.

"On October 13, 1943, the battalion had the mission to cross the
VOLTURNO Ri ver and secure the high ground inmrediately to the North. This
nm ssion was given to the battalion conmmandi ng officer three days prior to
the attack so he could nmake his reconnai ssance. |Imediately after
recei ving these orders the battalion conmandi ng of fi cer made his
reconnai ssance of the objective and then took his conpany conmandi ng
officers to the OP to observe and study the terrain. He did this in anmple
time so that the conpany conmanders could take their platoon |eaders to
the OP and plan their attack.

On these nights prior to Cctober 13, the battalion comandi ng
of ficer had reconnai ssance of the river bed nade by two officers and six
enlisted nen. On these nights the mssion was to find a crossing for the
infantry and the location to set up some supporting weapons; 8lmm nortars,
heavy machi ne guns, etc.

These ni ght reconnai ssances found the l[ocation for the supporting
weapons and al so deci ded the best place to cross the river was at the nost
unlikely spot, this being the steepest water and the highest banks. They
found that all the best crossing spots were covered by eneny automatic,
artillery and nortar fire.

To make the crossing at the place chosen the engineers were needed
to clear a lane on this side and string a rope across the river. On
Oct ober 12, 1943, the battalion conmandi ng officer was given the H Hour
and called al officers to a neeting and showed them aerial photos, naps
and final plans of attack.

I mredi ately after dark on Cctober 12, 1943 the reconnai ssance group
started for the river. Wth themwere the engi neers and supporting
weapons. They had the supporting weapons placed and dug into position and
t hese weapons along with rifl enmen covered the reconnai ssance group and
engi neers while they strung the rope across the river. Al this action
was conpl eted by 2400 hours and wi t hout being heard or observed by the
eneny.

The H Hour was 0215 and the attack was to be preceded by a 15-m nute
artillery barrage. At 1200[sic] hours, the battalion noved to the river
bank and was in position by 0130 hours, to start the attack in a colum of
conpani es in a colum of platoons.

At 0200 hours the artillery barrage started and the | ead pl atoon
noved slowy across the river. Although the artillery shells were | anding
on the opposite bank close to the river it was decided to take the risk
and gain surprise on the eneny.

Every man, down to the private, knew the situation and his m ssion
when once on the other side of the river. Although there was mne fields,
dug-in automati c weapons covering the banks of the river the battalion was



on its objective before daylight and the only casualty was one man kill ed
by machine gun fire.

In ny opinion this success was due to a good study of the terrain
det ail ed reconnai ssance of the river on both sides and the use of sand
tables so that every man knew daily the situation. Wth any of the above
mssing |I'mal nost sure the crossing woul d not have worked so smoothly as
it did with so few casualties.

On the night of Novenber 1, 1943, the battalion commandi ng officer
was told that his battalion was to be prepared to attack, in 3 days,
across the VOLTURNO Ri ver and secure the town and high ground in the
vicinity of S. MARI A OLI VETTO

That same ni ght he took his conpany conmandi ng of ficers and 8
enlisted men down to the river bank to nake a reconnai ssance. This
reconnai ssance was to find a shallow crossing for the troops and to see
the objective. On the norning of Novenber 2, the battalion conmandi ng
officer was told that H Hour was pushed up and the attack woul d take pl ace
at 2400 hours Novenber 2.

At 1400 hours, Novenmber 2, 1943, the battalion commandi ng of ficer
had a nmeeting with all officers and showed them an aerial photo and maps
of his plan of attack. It wasn't practical for a reconnai ssance to
actual ly observe the the terrain due to eneny observation

At 2000 hours the battalion noved to a forward assenbly area and
hel d up while the conpany conmandi ng of ficers took the platoon | eaders to
the river bank and showed themtheir objectives. At 2400 hours the
artillery started and troops noved across the river in a colum of
conpani es in a colum of platoons.

On reaching the opposite bank the comrandi ng of ficers took up an
attack formation and started for the high ground. To reach this objective
the troops had to cross 2000 yards of flat ground dotted here and there
wi t h orchards.

The | ead pl at oon | eader decided to use an orchard to conceal his
noverrent and when they reached the center of it, soneone stepped on a
series of mnes. O this platoon all NCOs were seriously wounded, or
killed, with the platoon leader a litter case; approximtely 8 nen cane
out unscat hed.

The foll owi ng platoon then took the | ead and noved around to the
left of the orchard. This platoon also ran into m nes wounding the
pl at oon | eader and several nmen.

The third platoon in line then took the | ead and swng away from
that area noving in a wide circle and after noving approxi mately 1000
yards this platoon also ran into mnes, wounding the platoon |eader
killing the conpany commandi ng officer and wounded and killed nore nen.

At this point, what was | eft of the assault conpany reverted to
battalion reserve and anot her conpany took the | ead. They swung to the
right and agai n encountered m nes wounding 3 officers and several enlisted
men. It was then decided to pull back a little and try to get through on
the left, but once nore the |lead platoon ran into nmines, wounding nore
enlisted men.

The battalion comandi ng of fi cer saw that daylight was not far off
and decided to draw back and try another route far off to the left. In



this area the battalion noved to the base of the objective and cane under
machi ne gun fire. Wen the nachine gun was heard a sigh of relief went
through all the nmen as they knew that the battalion had cleared the mned
area and was started up into high ground.

The battalion continued up the hill in the face of this machi ne gun
and nortar fire and secured its objective, capturing 15 enlisted nmen and 1
officer. The reason the battalion attack was so fierce was that all men
were anxious to be on the high ground and get into the eneny's position
for they knew that there weren't any mnes there.

The opinion was that if we had had nore tine to prepare for the
attack, patrols could have found the mned areas and marked them W
could have then had sone | anes cleared by the engineers and A & P pl atoon
or had sone tanks precede us with the infantry following in the tank
tracks. Wth the mined area cleared the battalion could have saved many
of the casualties that we received."

First Lieutenant GEORGE C. GRACE, 168th Infantry.

"Approximately five days prior to actual operation, the officers
were notified that the battalion would force a crossing of the VOLTURNO
Ri ver Sout heast of the town of CAJAZZO and seize the high ground East of
CAJAZZO. Every officer in the battalion was taken forward to the high
ground over -1l ooking the ground over which the battalion had to operate.

We all famliarized ourselves as well as possible with the terrain

A nunber of patrols were sent down to the river to determ ne such
t hi ngs as depth, speed of current, river bottom height of river banks and
to try to |l ocate enemny positions.

H Hour was 0200 hours, 13 Cctober 1943. The battalion noved out of
its bivouac area at dusk 12 Cctober and noved into a rear assenbly area
Here the officers checked their men and equi prment for such things that
pertain to a night operation. Radios were checked al so

The plan of attack was for "A" Company, followed by "C' and "D’
Conpani es to nmake the main effort. "B'" Conpany was to cross approxi mately
800 yards East of battalion and create a disturbance to deceive the eneny.
If they could make the crossing all right, they were to swing left and
join the battalion. |If not, they were to pull back and cross where the
rest of the battalion had crossed. Conmpany "M, 3rd Battalion, 168th
Infantry was to support the battalion from previously sel ected positions.

The 2nd Battalion was on our right flank. Between our left flank
and the 3rd Division there was a gap of approxinmately one nmile

The artillery concentrations were to be lifted 100 yards every five
m nut es.

The crossing was to be nade with the assistance of infantry assault
boats. As it turned out, these boats weren't necessary, as it was found
the river could be forded.

Once the river was crossed the conpanies were to foll ow an azinuth
to a predesignated farm house, which was an assenbly point. The attack to
t he high ground was to continue fromthere.

At 0200 hours the battalion nmoved out with "A" Conmpany | eading. The
actual crossing was nade with little difficulty. The battalion did



receive sone rifle and nmachine gun fire, but it did not seriously hanper
the crossing. "B" Conmpany was able to cross and joined the battalion as
pl anned. The entire battalion was across the river by daylight.

The rifl e conpani es then noved out across the flat ground |leading to
t he objective, and were caught in a conbination of rifle, machine gun and
nortar fire. The fire held up the battalion for the better part of the
day.

Conpany "D', which could not nove forward due to the rifle conpanies
being held up, dug in along the river bank. Two 8lmmnortars were set up
and some fire was delivered. The communi cati on was not working very
effectively and this hanpered the 81 fire as it was necessary for the
rifle conpanies to adjust the fire. The heavy nachi ne guns were set up
along the river bank, but did not have the opportunity to fire.

An eneny snoke screen |aid down on our |eft flank caused sone
concern and the heavy machi ne guns were changed to cover this threat, but
no counterattack devel oped.

Conpani es "A" and "B", by various maneuvers during the day, forced
the enemy to withdraw to the higher ground. This action took quite some
time as the enenmy machi ne guns were well placed and could cover his front
very well.

During this period "B" Conpany flushed a group of about 40 eneny
into the open. Then the M1s went to work and very few of the eneny got
away.

VWhen darkness fell, the attacking conpani es noved up to the
objective and secured it. "D' Conpany and Battalion Headquarters then
noved up and the battalion organi zed the defense of the objective."

Techni cal Sergeant EARL W GRUNDM ER, 135th Infantry.

"For the crossing of the VOLTURNO Ri ver, October 13, at 0200 hours,
we got everything arranged and drilled the planned attack order into every
man's mnd on 12 Cctober. All support nachi ne guns were placed and ny
section attached to the assault conmpany of riflenen. W crossed the river
whi ch was about 150 yards wide and up to 4-1/2 feet deep. It was very
swift current and we had to string a line to keep fromgetting washed down
stream The main thing we gained was surprise. Mostly by crossing where
Jerry wasn't expecting us and close artillery support, which fell within
100 yards upstreamfromus all the while we crossed.

It was very successful and we had gai ned the objective about 1500
yards on the other side of the river, without Jerry getting conpletely
organi zed. Fast novenent and very good control of artillery with close in
support, to keep Jerry down until we were right on him was nainly
responsi ble for the successful nission. The nmachine gun platoons carried
heavy nmachine guns at that tinme and it was very hard to keep up to a fast
novi ng assault team Later we changed to |ight machine guns for assault
and attack nmovenents and they were so nuch easier to handl e and just as
good fire power. W use themall the time now.

The heavy nachine guns are carried in the battalion supply train and
we actually have never used them since, except on defensive positions at
t he beachhead at ANZIO. There we could have used lights just as well and



it seens the heavy nmmchine guns are just excess baggage in this type of
war . "

a. Patrol Operations. The patrol in the final analysis is the ngjor
source of eneny information. Wiile there are linitations it is the patrol who
verifies the IPWand Pl reports on the ground. 1In the early days on the ANZI O
Beachhead, where patrolling was nost extensive, it was found that the nethods
used left nuch to be desired. Very few prisoners had been taken and there were
| arge sectors on the division front for which no informati on had been
forthcom ng for as nuch as three weeks. To renedy the situation a special

patrol group was organized in each regi nent of volunteer nen. G ven nanes, such
as the 168th Infantry Rattl esnakes, the 133rd Infantry Red Raiders and the 135th
Infantry Blue Devils, the nen |lived and rehearsed their operations in the rear
area. 1In arelatively short time the new organi zati ons proved their worth and
provided the division with a wealth of information

First Lieutenant HAROLD C. BISHOP, 168th Infantry.

"It is of great inportance in defensive positions to gain
intelligence through reconnai ssance and conbat patrols. The follow ng
faults were conmon with many of our patrols:

1. Carel essness in nmoving forward, resulting in discovery
by eneny at distances of as nuch as 200 yards.
2. Lack of aggressiveness, partly due to fear of AP [Anti-

Personnel] mnes, or of ambush, and partly due to | ack of
orientation of patrol nenbers by patrol |eaders, resulting in doubt
as to mssion and nethods.

3. Inability to capture prisoners, due to the above
factors.

Reconmendat i ons:

(a) Enphasi s on night training, and use of smaller patrols.
Reconnai ssance patrols of 2 to 4 nen, conbat patrols or raids of 10
to 12 nen are sufficient, and considerably safer in a mgjority of
cases.

(b) The renoval of patrols fromfront lines to rear areas
twenty-four hours prior to the tinme the patrol is to depart.”

First Lieutenant ERIC E. RODEWALD, JR ,168th Infantry.

"On 2 April 1944, in the vicinity of ISOLA BELLA, Italy, a patrol of
12 men made a raid on an eneny strong point at MANACO which was | ocated
about 300 yards in front of our front line positions. Qur mssion was to
generally raise hell with Jerry. W proceeded to within 50 yards of
MANACO wi t hout being detected. The rifle grenadier fired one round at the
roof of the house causing a small fire and eneny confusion. As the eneny
tried to extinguish the fire and man their weapons, we opened fire with
rifle, BAR and tomy-guns causi ng them an undeterm ned nunber of
casualties. At this time, dawn was breaking and we proceeded to return to
our own |ines under cover of snoke fired by the battalion 81lmm nortars.
We suffered no casualties on this raid and an outpost at | SOLA BELLA



observed the eneny picking up many casualties. The outpost inflicted two
nore casualties with sniper fire.

I recommrend that intelligence officers of all units informpatro
| eaders of a nmission at |east four hours in advance of the time they are
to begin. This would give the patrol |eader time to nake plans, orient
his patrol and procure any extra equi prment that is needed."

First Lieutenant ARTHUR TREO, 168th Infantry.

"On May 13, 1944, | noved out with a five-man patrol, down a deep
draw runni ng perpendicular to the eneny lines. This patrol was not a
battali on order but independent action of the platoon. W nmoved out in a
draw whi ch was wi ndi ng and of fered good conceal nent in advanci ng.
inforned my nmen that our mission was to investigate the draw for
approxi nately 800 yards and fight only if necessary.

It was ny desire to capture a German, if possible, and | believed at
that time of day he would not be alert since there never was any daytime
activity on the beachhead.

We proceeded in single file down the draw for approxi mately 600
yards until we cane to a bend in the draw after which it straightened out
for about 150 yards. At this point, | observed a Gernan crawling into a
machi ne gun position up on the side of the bank about 150 yards away.
left three men behind at this point in position to place fire on that gun
shoul d they open up. M sergeant and | proceeded down the draw. |
instructed the nen | left behind not to fire unless the eneny fired, or
unless | opened fire. Using the avail able cover and conceal nent we
advanced to within 50 yards of the gun enplacenent. At this tinme one of
ny men opened fire with a tommy-gun. | found out |ater he had done so
because he saw a German rise up and aima rifle in the direction of the
sergeant and nyself. He hit the German, but at this point Jerry opened up
wi th crossing machine gun fire and a rain of potato mashers [hand
grenades]. The first grenade wounded ne in the armand | eg, rendering ny
right armuseless. The sergeant was hit in the leg and couldn't wal k.

There were approximately 14 Germans in this position and they
wi t nessed our approach and sucked us in. The canme out of their position
and got in behind us and drove off ny three nmen. Then they started toward
us searching through the grass.

We decided we didn't have a chance to fight our way out and rather
than surrender we decided to take our chance on their not finding us.

They wal ked through us but did not find us. When they had all gone back
to their positions we decided we woul d have to stay until dark because we
were wounded and could not fight effectively if observed noving out. Too,
there was no wind blowing and trying to crawl through tall grass would
have attracted attention. W lay still until 10 o'clock that night, at
which tine we got out safely and returned to our lines.”

First Lieutenant R CHARD BOADEN, 135th Infantry.

"Patrol action is one of the nost inportant things in conbat and two
snal |l patrols are better than one large one if they are constantly in
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conmuni cation and terrain permts themto be nmutually supporting.
Reconnai ssance of |ong valleys and high ground on both flanks is possible
at the sane tine.

SCRs No. 536 are excellent for patrol work of this type. Patrols
operating along the high ground on either side of a valley can visually
survey all the terrain and easily pick up any eneny novenment in the
sector. By using this system prisoners have been taken wi thout a shot
being fired."

Captain REID B. HUFF, 135th Infantry.

"Be careful in sending patrols along sanme route. Exanple: SAN
VITTORE, Italy. Five or six patrols were sent into the town from SE on
di fferent occasions. Wen attack was nade agai nst the town, the right
conpany followed the same route. The eneny had concentrated nen in that

sector. They stopped an entire conpany in the first stage of attack. Qur
| eft conpany noved over new territory without receiving fire or contact.”

Second Lieutenant TURNEY E. SHANON, 133rd Infantry.

"I't has been ny experience that in the type of action encountered in
the | ast phase, i.e., a delaying action by a small body or by a |one
sni per, that two scouts are not sufficient. | used fromthree to five nen
as an advance patrol, picked for their cool ness and aggressiveness, in
practically every advance nmade by my pl at oon.

For an instance, as we entered the town of ORATORI O, bordering on
the ARNO River, on the 24th of July, we were in a colum of platoons, ny
pl at oon, the 2nd, |eading. The aforenentioned point patrol of five nen,
two arned with sub-nachi ne guns and the remainder with M1 rifles, entered
the town approxi mately 40 yards ahead of the platoon. As they neared the
town square, they were fired upon by a sniper arned with a machi ne pistol
| mredi ately they took cover and | aid down a heavy volume of fire on the
position forcing the sniper to withdraw. |If the customary 2 scouts had
been used, it woul d not have been possible to build up sufficient
firepower w thout deploying the platoon and | osing val uable tine.

This formation is also useful in heavily wooded sections, where two
men cannot anply reconnoiter routes forward, del aying the advance."

Staff Sergeant M CHAEL D. COURTENAY, 133rd Infantry.

"During the period fromJuly 7 to July 19, 1944, "A' Conpany was
novi ng through attack after attack. W kept noving as these advances were
rapid. Also we were caught in quite a fewtraps. This brings up the
poi nt of scouts. The scouts, in ny point of view were not far enough out
and didn't really take tine to | ook at the terrain

My suggestion is to give nen nore training in scouting and
patrolling. Scouts are a very inmportant factor in a fast noving advance.
A man who knows what to | ook for can save many |ives."

Def ensi ve Operati ons.




Extract Historical Narrative & Journal, ACof S, G3, April 1944.

"The 34th Infantry Division was wholly on the defensive throughout April
At no tine in its conmbat history had the division been on the defensive in such
unfavorable terrain. Because of the eneny's advantage in observation, novenent
in the reginmental areas was restricted to the hours of darkness, and even the
nost rearward el ements of the Division were dug in."

First Lieutenant HAROLD C. BI SHOP, 168th Infantry.

"The recomendati on nade in the foll ow ng paper are based on
experience gained in a stable defensive position on the ANZI O Beachhead
bet ween March and May, 1944, and to a certain extent, in a defensive
position in the vicinity of SBIBA, Africa, in March 1943.

One of the nost negl ected probl enms, neglected out of necessity, is
t he physical and nental effect of a defensive position on the individua
soldier. |In any defensive position, the men nust remain for [ong periods
at their assigned stations. |In a position where the eneny is in close
proximty (300 yard to 600 yards) it is necessary for themto remain in
their slit trenches throughout the hours of daylight, and to stay in the
i mMmediate vicinity at night. The necessity of being constantly alert
precludes the possibility of sleep at night, or of much diversion during
dayl i ght.

A stabl e defensive position requires an entirely different type of
trai ning and organi zation than is required for offensive action. Riflenmen
shoul d be trained to man machine guns as it will ordinarily be necessary
to enploy nore than the ordinary nunber of nachine guns. It is also
val uabl e to have rifle conpany personnel trained in fire adjustnent
met hods. A larger, nore conprehensive communi cati on systemis used: an
infantry battalion may well use as many as 40 tel ephones of various types.

| mprovenent of positions nmust be continuous. Each man nust have a
fox hole (standing type) for fighting purposes. A slit trench is nuch
| ess satisfactory and offers | ess protection, although it is advisable to
have one in the imediate vicinity of the fox hole, for the nan to sl eep
in. 1In one instance, nmen were using slit trenches which were covered,
except for the forward end. The position was penetrated by an eneny
patrol, but our men found they could not fire to the rear w thout getting
out of their trenches.

Anot her position defect commonly found was the di stance between
barbed wire and forward positions. Wre was sonetines 150 yards from
forward positions, whereas 75 yards is probably a nore effective distance.

It is on utnost inportance that all friendly m nefields be
accurately charted, and the sketches be put down to conpanies. |If this is
not done, nen and tanks will be lost."

Second Li eutenant LAWRENCE A. GAFFNEY, 168th Infantry.



"On 5 July 1944, Conpany "B" was noving forward to sone hi gh ground
about 1300 yards Sout h of CASTELLINA. Qur m ssion was to organi ze and
hol d about 1000 yards of this high ground.

The conpany conmander put the 1st platoon of the left, the 3rd
pl atoon on the right and held the 2nd platoon in the rear as a nobile
support. The |ight machi ne gun section was put in the center of the
conpany line of defense and the nortar section was placed in rear of the
hi gh ground and about centered the conpany.

A machi ne gun pl atoon from Conpany "D' reported to us as we were
about to go into position. Because it was rapidly becom ng dark the
conpany commander put one section with each of the front |ine platoons and
told us to select positions for them

The first platoon, of which | amin conmand, was a short distance to
the rear while I, with nmy nmessenger, started to select positions. |
decided to place the squads well forward on the slope and form strong
conbat points across the front. The area | had to cover was so great that
I could not hope to have a line of men. | found three places fromwhich
we coul d cover our entire front by fire and after sending for the squad
| eaders, had them place their squads in these positions.

The heavy nachine gun section canme forward and | split it, placing
one gun on the left where they could cross fire with the unit on our |eft
(Conmpany "L", 168th Inf) and cover our front. The other | put on the
right where it could cover our front and also cross fire with both the
[ight machine guns on ny right and the other heavy. The hill sloped very
gradually and | estimate they had grazing fire for 400 yards in al
directions but our right, where a nose interfered with our fire.

W out posted each of the strong points, arranged visiting patrols,
and spent all night resting and waiting for an attack. There was no eneny
activity during that night.

The next norning about 0900 hours eneny patrols of about five or six
men began hitting us at several points in the conmpany line. The squad
| eader of ny third squad came running to ny OP, after one particularly
heavy attack on my right and reported that his squad was pi nned down by
fire and one of our light machi ne guns had been firing onit. W
i nvestigated the machine gun first and found that an eneny patrol had
knocked it out with a hand grenade and, we believe, fired it for a while
bef ore bei ng di scovered and driven off.

We next took half of the squad form ng the center strong point and
pl aced themwi th nmy nessenger and radi o man where they could cover us and
the trapped squad. The squad | eader and | then proceeded down to the
squad. On the way we shot two Jerries and with the help of fire fromthe
covering force forced three nore to surrender. Several others got away.
Upon | ooking the situation over | believe that the eneny sneaked through
the gap created when the machi ne gun had been knocked out, and hit ny
squad on the right flank

In this case the squad | eader's courage in contacting nme when his
squad was trapped probably saved many |lives and saved the conmpany from
serious trouble. For the type of terrain we were in our frontages were
much too wide and we had a great deal of difficulty defending them



Anot her thing which | believe should be taken into consideration is
that a couple of weeks of combat weakens a pl atoon considerably and it is
difficult to execute a mssion that is normally assigned a full platoon
withit."

Sergeant RI CHARD JOHNSON, 135th Infantry.

"W had been attacking day after day with our casualties nounting.
The obj ective one afternoon was to attack and cl ear buildi ngs, and
hold. The attack went beautifully with supporting light tanks and medi unms
behi nd them Qur objective was reached in less that 15 minutes. Qur
m stake was in setting up a "hal f-baked" defense behind the houses.
Wthin an hour a small force of Germans counterattacked and was on us
bef ore we knew what was happeni ng, which resulted in a hasty withdrawal
and a conpl etely disorganized unit."

Captain REID B. HUFF, 135th Infantry.

"I n tenporary defensive positions be sure that outposts are
establ i shed far enough away from nain body so that sufficient warning may
be given if outpours are attacked.

One pl atoon of Conpany "L" was captured at MONTI QUI LA, Italy because
t he outposts were less than 50 yards fromremai nder of platoon and tinely
war ni ng could not be given to alert the platoon.™

. CP-OP Operations. The CPis the center of all operations and the OP
i s a business establishnent for the purpose of observing and destroying the
eneny. Established observation posts should not be subjected to the

car el essness of commanders and their staffs.

Maj or ALLI SON A. CONRAD, 135th Infantry.

“Control of movenment in and around an OP nmust be continuous. It can
be fatal to relax this caution for one nonent. Even in a unit as battle-
school ed as this one, | have seen occasi ons when excessive novenent around
an OP (and in one instance, a CP) brought inmediate eneny fire which
caused unnecessary casualties. Visiting firemen who insist on driving up
to your front door instead of parking at a reasonable di stance and com ng
forward on foot under cover are the worst offenders. Vehicle disnmounting
poi nt nust be clearly marked and guarded twenty-four hours a day. Less
novenent at the OP neans less work for the GRO [ Graves Registration
Oficer].

Technician Fifth G ade ERNEST J. LANG E, 135th Infantry.

"Whi |l e under conbat fire, one can never feel too safe. |In one
i nstance our battalion had noved up and relieved another unit and after
the unit had oriented us as to the situation at hand we settled down for
the night feeling quite safe as they had informed us that the eneny hadn't
shelled the imediate vicinity of the CP. They had been there for 30 sone



days without their CP being shelled. WIlI, the next day the 1st Sergeant
and ot her non-cons comenced to instruct the men not to do any unnecessary
wal ki ng around and not to hang out their towels, shirts or anything that
could be observed by the eneny.

We stayed in this CP for two weeks w thout drawing a single shell
but finally a few of the nmen apparently forgot or disregarded their
i nstructions and hung out a couple of white towels to dry, and sweat
shirts also. As a result our CP drew eneny artillery fire, costing the
lives of three nen."

First Lieutenant HAROLD C. BI SHOP, 168th Infantry.

"Battalion and conpany CPs, in stable defensive positions, can and
shoul d be set up in businesslike style, even if they are underground.
Adequate files should be set up for the abundance of intelligence and
operational material, such as patrol reports, overlays of friendly and
eneny dispositions, counterbattery and counterattack plans, etc. Filing
systenms must be set up inmmediately, or valuable material will be lost."

Private First Cass WLLI AM WOODROW 135th Infantry.

"From ny experience as an F.O [Forward Cbserver] in an infantry
conbat battalion, | have found out several inportant points through sad
experience. First of all great care nmust be taken if approaching an OP in
the daylight; to keep from bei ng observed by the eneny. He usually has
all the observation anyhow, and if he sees you he will fire on you, no
matter how few or nany there are in the party. Once the OP has been

est abl i shed, don't disclose your position. |If you can see the eneny, he
certainly can see you. Do the things you have been taught to do when
obser vi ng.

Here are two incidents which actually occurred in conbat. Three nen
were in an OP on the side of a nountain. The only cover was a small wal
about three feet high and six feet long. One nan stood up to urinate.
Wthin three mnutes several rounds fell in the general vicinity. He not
only endangered hinsel f, but also his buddies. Today that nan is dead.
You see, he nmade one nore mstake. A sergeant was observing froma w ndow
in a promnent building. Sone wise guy in the next room began to snipe at
some Cermans much too far away for any accuracy, but he caused enough
commotion to draw attention to the area. The sergeant noved quite cl ose
to the window to get a better view and was shot through the eye. The
sergeant was at fault for getting too close to the wi ndow, but sniping
froman OP shoul d be altogether discouraged.

Use your head. Information is no good if the informer cannot
deliver the information to the source who can nake use of it."

L. Air - Gound Liaison. dose support aerial bombardnent has not in
all cases proved conpletely satisfactory, but the potentialities of the weapon
for infantry support are great.



Li eutenant Colonel MARK T. MARTIN, JR, ACof S, G3, 34th Infantry
Di vi si on.

"I reported on 6 April 1944 for duty with the 445th Bonbar dnent
Squadron (M, 321st Bonbardnent G oup (M.

During tour of duty | attended three 'briefings' prior to mssions,
acconpani ed one mission to its target as a passenger in the |eading
el ement of three planes, acconpani ed the Squadron Conmander on a
' chaperon' flight to the Bonb Safe Line on a second m ssion and took part
in informal discussions with the Squadron Conmander and the 321st G oup
Operations Oficer.

onservations made during this brief period suggest that the present
exchange of Air and G ound Force personnel be continued and that, when
practical, efforts be made to assure that officers be exchanged especially
during periods when air operations are in Direct Support of G ound
Actions. It is believed that air corps officers generally nmust operate
over such extensive fronts that is is not possible for them always to be
famliar in a sufficient degree with the terrain inrediately to the front
of our infantry. This is especially true, it would appear, since nost
flying officers are Lieutenants or Captains with a conparatively short
period of training in map and aerial photo reading; a circunmstance no | ess
true in the Gound Forces. Unlike ground officers, who may spend a
consi derabl e ambunt of tine in map study to determ ne |ocations, however,
Air Corps officers are permtted conmparatively a few seconds to recogni ze
their target and get away their bonbs.

It is appreciated that upon many occasi ons under conditions of fluid
war fare the exchange of Air and G ound personnel before nmissions is
i mpractical. The indicated nethod is reconmended for trial prior to the
resunption of the offensive in the present sector, the ground plan having
been formul ated and the initial allotment of Air Support having been made.

It is suggested:

(a) That Flight Leaders and Navigators visit the Division to
be supported prior to and during air operations and that these
personnel be oriented on the ground and by flights in Division Air
OPs.

(b) That Ground O ficers fromthe sectors concerned visit
the Air Groups and assist in briefing Flight Leaders and Navi gators
acconpanying flights in an advisory capacity if that be desired.

(c) That one navi gator and one flight |eader fromeach Air
G oup visit the division which is to be supported prior to beginning
operations.

(d) That one division staff officer visit each G oup which
is to fly in support, being present for the briefing prior to
initial m ssions.

(e) That the exchange of officers be made once each two days
during the period when especially close support mssions are
desirable.”

An attenpt in this theater has been made to devel op close liaison with the
establ i shnent of 'Horsefly', a systemin which cub planes were used to orient



bonber pilots over the target area. It was discarded as unsatisfactory after

| osi ng several cubs and because the Air Corps did not consider the targets
remunerative. Division observers report that careful briefing is the key
factor, and the pilots report that to supplement briefing seeing the ground
prior to the nmission would be nmost hel pful. This careful briefing coupled with
vi sual aids such as col ored snoke over the target has proved successful

First Lieutenant BURTON H. | SENBERG 168th Infantry.

"I'n January 1944 the 168th Infantry was in the vicinity of CERVARO
after maki ng spectacul ar progress fromjust north of VENAFRO On 11
January | was on an observation post on H Il 496, approximtely 1500 yards
east of CERVARO. On the norning of the 11th, we received word that, at
1200 hours the Air Force would strafe and bonb the town of CERVARO al so
that the friendly artillery would lay red snoke narkers of the target to
aid the Air Corps. That norning | observed enemnmy activity in CERVARO |
adjusted 8lmm nortar fire on eneny personnel noving about the town.
al so observed patrols of our regi nent noving about in the olive orchards
north and east of the town. At approximtely 1155 hours our own artillery
fired red snoke markers on the town. Exactly at 1200 hours the first
formati on of A-36s appeared fromthe south and circled around to our rear
and started their dive on CERVARO fromthe east. They strafed and bonbed
simul taneously. After the first flight had passed over the target they
swung around to the south and circled back to the east gaining altitude.
They then made another dive on the target, but this time, they strafed
only and did not bomb. Each succeeding flight went through the sane
procedure. The close air support attack on CERVARO | asted for
approxi nately one-half hour. Al bonbs were rel eased with extrene
accuracy and found the target with maxi numeffect. Aided by this bonbing,
the second battalion of the 168th Infantry attacked the town. On the
foll owi ng day CERVARO was ours."

Sergeant JAVES W STAPLETON, 133rd Infantry.

"Air support is a very inmportant factor. |If our strafing affects
Jerry as his does us, our planes do not necessarily need to cause
casualties. It also boost our norale to see our planes overhead."

K. Cover, Conceal nent and Di spersion. The basic principles of the

subj ect matter have been thoroughly covered in the field nmanuals irrespective of
branch. The relative absence of the German Luftwaffe and the apparent shortage
of eneny artillery anmunition as the campai gn progressed created at tines a

fal se sense of security resulting in | axness and sonetines outright

car el essness.

Captain HORATIO N. LONG JR., Headquarters 34th Infantry D vision

"I't is unusual for the eneny to call artillery or nortar fire on
wel | -di spersed troops in a stabilized situation. Too often a sense of
fal se security descends upon us after a lull in eneny fire and we begin to



group up formng targets for fire which is brought down with devastating
effect.

During the attack on S. MARI A OLI VETO, 4 Novenber 1943, the
conmandi ng officer, Conpany __, _ Infantry assenbled his platoon
| eaders and key NCGs to plan the continuance of the attack. Shortly after
assenbling, a heavy enenmy nortar barrage fell upon the position resulting
inall of the officers and the najority of the NCOs becom ng casualti es.
Wth no | eaders the entire conpany becane di sorgani zed and w t hdrew. "

Second Lieutenant CLARENCE E. SPIKE, 133rd Infantry.

"I't has been my experience all through the Italian Canpaign that the
American soldier is inclined to 'bunch up' in groups. The doughboy of
this war seens to think that as |ong as he has a nunber of his conpani ons
close to himhe is fairly safe.

In Cctober 1943 we were advanci ng on BENEVENTO, Italy, in the
approach march. It was a fairly dark night and the men were wal ki ng on
each other's heels when they shoul d have been spread out. Suddenly,
"Whoom - a large caliber shell hit the columm and wi ped out the nmajority
of a whole platoon of Conpany "K'. Had the nen been at proper interva
damage woul d have been a great deal |ess.”

Staff Sergeant HAROLD F. MUSCHAMP, 133rd Infantry.

"One lesson | have learned in conbat is that '"there is no fox hole
better than the one you are in'."

Technici an Fourth Grade JOE MAYORCHAK, 135th Infantry.

"Some of ny buddies and | were injured at the third crossing of the
VOLTURNO. W were behind a hedgerow when Jerry opened up. The first

shel I wounded many of us slightly. | went for nmy foxhole and sone of the
others did Iikewi se, but the remainder took off and in Jerry's next
barrage, the majority of these were severely injured. A shell |anded

within 6 feet of nme, but nmy fox hole paid very good dividends."
Sergeant SHELDON G JOHNSTONE, 135th Infantry.

"Those who were on the ANZI O Beachhead soon found that unless both
men and positions weren't kept out of sight or canoufl aged so as to nake
it hard or inpossible to be seen they wouldn't last long. W had a very
good exanpl e of how i nportant canmouflage is.

Qur first positions were sandbagged positions on top of the ground
because of wetness. The nmen who were there before us had taken away their
nets, which were the only canoufl age possible in that case. Qur nets were
unsuitable for the terrain and could be used nerely to break the outline.
We received direct fire. Later, we put our own position in an alfalfa
field. W used alfalfa along with the nets and tested the job by going
only a few yards away. W worked on it until satisfied that no
observation post on the Jerry side could possibly pick us out. The result



was that, regardless of all the shelling they did at nearby roads, gun
posi tions, houses, etc., we never received a close round.”

Private First Cass THOVAS M FALZONE, 133rd Infantry.

"I was trapped with our platoon |eader in a small ditch. | had to
lie flat of ny stonach to keep under cover of the machine gun firing at
us. Everytinme | noved while craw ing backwards | stuck sone part of ny
body up and was fired at. | laid in that ditch for two hours trying to
craw back when ny platoon sergeant yelled at ne directing ne out of the
trap."

Cor poral HAROLD B. GAARD, 135th Infantry.

"At CASSI NO one night we noved our anti-tank platoon forward, fairly
close to the front lines. Qur guns weren't needed that night, so we dug
in behind a six-foot bank. There were trees on top of the bank, so we dug
down and under the bank because if shells had hit in the trees it would
have been the same as aerial bursts, and by digging that way we al so had
overhead protection. Mchine gun bullets were buzzing overhead, which
gave us nore w |l power to dig.

A passing soldier got curious to see what was going on. He grabbed
a pair of field glasses and craw ed on top of the bank. Instead of being
careful and getting in a shady spot or by a tree, he got right in the open
in plain sight where the sun reflected on the gl asses. Someone cauti oned
hi m and he had just got in a fox hole when Jerry threw in a barrage.
Thanks to the good fox holes no one was seriously hurt, however, our
equi prent |ying outside of the fox holes was torn to shreds."

I nfantry Weapons. The enployment of infantry support weapons,

dlctated by terrain and rapidity of novenent, has al ways been a subject of
controversy within the Division. The suggestions and ideas submitted herein
represent the thought of all weapons nen based on many nonths of actua
operation agai nst the eneny.

(1) Machi ne Gun.
Staff Sergeant RI CHARD W FREDRI CKSON, 133rd Infantry.

"As a machi ne gun section |leader, it has been nmany tines ny
assignment to be attached to a rifle unit, sonetinmes unacconpani ed
by an officer. Although intending to inply no criticismof the
rifle unit's judgment or any inability on its part, | have found
that occasionally a clash is unavoi dabl e concerning certain
deci sions; sonetinmes the rifle unit comuander is not thoroughly
acquainted with the tactical enploynent of heavy weapons. Again, a
difference of opinionis a mnor natter; usually as a non-
conmi ssioned officer my opinion holds little weight in such cases.
I have learned that an NCOwi th a section attached to a rifle unit
must by doubly aggressive, come out with his decisions or opinions,



(2)

and nmany times act on his own initiative or judgment before
receiving orders, as it is natural that sometines he will be
forgotten entirely or neglected, especially in the attack."

Staff Sergeant LOUI'S CARSTENS, 135th Infantry.

"W have found early in the African Canpaign that if we are in
cl ose support of arifle platoon and are called on to fire on a
target such as a 'kraut' machi ne gun that not nore than 2 nmen
carrying the gun and a chest of anmunition should craw to a
suitable position fromwhich to fire for accuracy or surprise.
After firing we then nove back as soon as possible as in nbst cases
Jerry soon covers the area with fire. W have done this on nunerous
occasions with good effect. Shortly after LEGHORN [ LI VORNQ, we
pi cked up a 'kraut' machi ne gun by sound and observation that had a
rifle platoon pinned. down. W watched the position until the
"krauts' seened intent on sonething else to their front, then
qui ckly set up our gun and fired several |ong bursts which silenced
the 'kraut' gun. Qur gunners immediately went back to better cover.
In a very short time "kraut' fire was placed on our vacated
position. Surprise fire on a counterattack by waiting until you can
fire on sone of the 'krauts further back has proved to be quite
denoralizing, particularly if you are firing froma flank as we had
occasi on to do when Conpany "A" on our |eft was being
counterattacked. The 'krauts' seened at a | oss what to do and were
soon dispersed by our artillery fire."

Captain JACOB G CElIER, Headquarters 34th Infantry Division

"Conbi ne the |ight machi ne gun and BAR best features to make a
[ ight machi ne gun (shoul der weapon, belt fed, enploying a bipod)
that can be carried by one man. The Gernman machine gun 43 is a
cl ose approximation as far as | ooks are concerned but the new design
shoul d retain the range and accuracy of the |ight nachine gun
Elimnate the BAR and LM fromthe rifle conmpany and gi ve each squad
one LMG of the new design. Reorganize the weapons platoon to
i nclude four 60mm nnortars only. Two to be enployed on the attack
four to be enpl oyed on the defense.™

Mortars.

First Lieutenant ROBERT B. GOSSETT, 168th Infantry.
First Lieutenant RALPH O HOVDEN, 168th Infantry.

"Sight, M4 - The present 8lmm nortar sight M4 is adequate
and is a good sight. However, there are two adaptati ons which woul d
be hel pful. First, a mirror attachment simlar to the German 81nm
nortar sight to enable the gunner to sight on an aiming point to his
rear. Wth nortars, just as with artillery, the greatest accuracy
of fire is obtained when the aimng stake is farthest fromthe gun



Because nortars are nornally in position in defilade or in back of
buildings, it is often necessary to have the aimng stakes close to
the gun, thus cutting down our accuracy. Wth the mrror attachment
it would be possible to place the ainmng stakes some di stance away
to the rear or even to the flank of the gun

Second, a night lighting device, both for the sight and for the
aimng stakes. At present, we are inprovising with flashlights, but
they cut down the accuracy and speed of the gunner because the
gunner nust hold one light in his hand while operating the gun with
the other. A night sight simlar to cannon conpany woul d be
suitable. COccasionally one of the microneter knobs 'slip' and do
not give the true reading. Usually the gunner detects the faulty

si ght because the knob turns too easily but sonmetines not before
firing part of the mssion. Possibly a |ock washer that would hold
t hese knobs secure could be nade.

Fire Control - W have been very successfully using a nethod
of fire control and direction simlar to that of an artillery fire
control center. Qur first attenpt with this method was an
experinment at ANZI O Beachhead and it proved itself so effective that
we have been using it ever since. The only two itens necessary to
operate this C.P. set-up which are not T/E [ Tabl e of Equi pnent] are
1/ 25000 artillery grid sheets and a 1/25000 rangefan

As soon as our guns are in position, the position is plotted
on the grid sheet and a base-point registered for all guns. It is
t hen unbelievably sinmple for the platoon C.P. to fire on any given
coordi nate qui ckly and accurately by using the rangefan which
i mredi ately gives the true range of the target and the correct
deflection fromthe base-point. Therefore, any person in the
battalion can call in the nap coordi nates of a target and the target
can be fired accurately and imediately. This method has been
extremely valuable in firing targets where observation was difficult
and even nore so for night firing. Al of our NCOs have worked
with this method and are thoroughly trained to take over operation
of the C.P., if the platoon sergeant should becone a casualty."

Li eutenant Colonel JOE L. BOURNE, 168th Infantry.

"It is suggested that at |east a platoon or conpany of
chemical nortars (4.2) be provided for each infantry regi ment while
in conbat in terrain such as we have in Italy, and for terrain such

as we will undoubtedly have to conduct future operations over
The chemical nortar proved itself a highly val uabl e weapon on
the ANZI O Beachhead. It has greater range than our 8lmm nortar.

The result of its fire is highly denoralizing to eneny troops.
German prisoners refer to the 4.2 nortar as the 'silent death',
because the fragments of the shell apparently splinter up rmuch finer
than our 8lmm nortars and a small splinter can pass through a man's
body al nost without |eaving a mark. The Gernmans do not like the
chenmical nortar.



It is realized that the chem cal nortar is an organic part of
our armnmy chem cal warfare section, but we are firmy convinced it
can be used to great advantage with the infantry regi ment either
attached or preferably to becone a part of the T/E organizationa
set-up of an infantry regi nent."

First Lieutenant DAVID B. AYRES, 135th Infantry.

"The 60mm nortar is a fine little weapon. It would help if
there were snmoke shells avail able; they could be issued on the basis
of two per nmortar in the basic |oad."

Captain HUGH S. JACOBS, 133rd Infantry.

"Mortars have not been used as nmuch as they coul d be,
especially 60mm | found the followi ng systemgreatly speeded up
use of ny nortars: in rifle company command group, | always had the
nortar section sergeant and one man with a roll of 130 wire. The
nortars usually followed the attacki ng pl atoons and when one of the
| eadi ng pl atoons was held up, while | pointed out the target to the
nortar sergeant, the wireman was rolling wire back to the nortars.
By the time the sergeant had figured his range to the target, the
nortars were in conmunication with himand the first round on its
way. This saved valuable time, in that | didn't have to send back
for the observer.

The 60nmilluminating nortar shell was found to be by far the
best flare for night work. 1In defensive positions at night, they
shoul d be sighted so as to cover the entire front with flares and
the reserve conpany nortars should be attached to the AT guns so as
to afford illum nation for night firing agai nst enenmy arnor. W
tried this in practice and I found it very successful."

Sergeant CGEORCGE E. CHRI STENSEN, 133rd Infantry.

"The 60mm nortar is of very little value agai nst well -prepared
positions. \When setting your gun up, never set it on the forward
slope of a hill, nor in a draw as these are usually zeroed in by
eneny artillery or nortars.

VWhat ever you do, use a little conmon sense!™

Sergeant LOWELL W HARTSFI ELD, 133rd Infantry.

"During our |ast phase of conbat, the 60mm nortar section, of
which | ama nenber, went into the |Iine under a new set-up which was
wor ked out within the platoon by the platoon |eader. This was based
on former conbat experience and proved to be highly efficient and
hi ghl'y successful

The first and second squads of the section were equi pped as
t hey had al ways been. That is, they carried two nortars and six
bags of amunition. The third squad, however, carried no gun but



carried four bags of ammunition while the squad | eader carried

cl eani ng equi pment consisting of a cleaning staff, waste and rag,
and oil. It was also the responsibility of the third squad | eader
and his squad to keep the gun supplied with amunition during an
action by bringing ammunition fromthe supply point to the guns
whenever it was needed. Thus, it can be summed up by stating that
i nstead of the usual T/E of three guns and nine bags of anmunition
our section went into action with two guns and ten bags of

ammuni tion. OP nmen cane fromthe third squad.”

First Lieutenant EMANUEL NATHAN, 133rd Infantry.

Staff Sergeant GECRGE J. FRENCH, 133rd Infantry.
Sergeant DARWN A. VELLS, 133rd Infantry.

Sergeant JAMES A CHANCE, 133rd Infantry.

Private First Oass CHARLES M HESOTI AN, 133rd Infantry.

"Experience has taught us that the eneny will counter 60nm
nortar fire with much larger guns, making it a must to have
alternate positions at all tinmes. Always |eave the position you
have just fired fromimediately upon firing your mnission and nove
to the alternate. The novenent nust be done rapidly for the eneny
is quick to return our fire.

VWhen good alternate firing positions are not avail abl e,
positions affording good cover should be found, and when a fire
m ssion is conpleted nove to them After the eneny has fired return
to your original position and fire the next mission, repeating the
sane procedure after each mission. This nethod has been used very
ef fectively, especially when we were in the town of ORATO A al ong
the ARNO River. In three days we fired nore than 1,000 rounds and
recei ved some very heavy counter fire, including 170s. One of our
guns was knocked out and one sight, but we had no personne
casualties."

(3) Cannon. The infantry cannon conpani es of this Division have
preferred and are equi pped with the 75mm Pack Howitzer. Having a greater
range and nore nmaneuverability than the present 105mm Howitzer, M3, it has
made up for its | esser punch by greater accuracy and rapidity of fire.

Staff Sergeant KEI TH R MEMMOLA, 135th Infantry.

“I'n my opinion the 75mm Pack Howi tzer is the gun for al
cannon conpanies. This fact can easily be confirnmed by sinmply
checki ng our records."

First Lieutenant DEAN C. FELLOAS5, 135th Infantry.

"Teach the infantry regi ment how to shoot artillery. Cannon
conpany job is to support, but let the infantry help. Teach FO
[ Forward Cbserver] nethod of conduct of fire. Take the Doughboy out
to service practice, make each pair of eyes a FO. Tine fire has



been very satisfactorily adjusted by the infantry line officers in
this regi ment during conbat.

Keep cannon conpany under a central control. Wy have half
the guns idle when they could be used? A sinple FDC [Fire Direction
Center] will work wonders. The pack 75nm Howi t zer has 2000 yards
nore range and 200 nils nore elevation than the 105 nm M3. 2000
yards neans the difference of covering the sector or not. This was
true at MONTI QUI LA, PANTANO, CASSI NO and ANZI O. The shell is
lighter but you can carry nore of them High angles of sight are
very frequent in the nountains. At PANTANO they ran as high as 150
mls. 75mmalso has a flash hider that works. W have shot when
the field artillery couldn't. The pack can be taken down into at
| east eight pieces and wei ghs 100 pounds | ess than the 105mm W
shoul d have split trail 75mm Pack Howi t zer

Gve us the 2-1/2 ton 6x6. It will go through nud and up the
hills. It will pull out where the 1-1/2 ton vehicles will be left.
If you can't get into position you can't shoot.

Make sure the Doughboy knows how to comunicate with the
cannon conpany. Wth the radios nowin the reginment it is sinple.
Use wire where you can. Lay double |ines when you can. OP |ines
give a nore reliable fire service. Also it is better for security's
sake. Hills play hell with the 300 series radio. Radio was al
that was used at PANTANO CASSI NO and LANUVI O "

First Lieutenant HARFORD C. EVE, JR, 135th Infantry.

"As soon as the battalion with which you are working takes a
new position it is our job to register several points around the
position at once and to get concentration nunbers on the points. |If
you do this it will enable you to get fire on al nost any point in
the battalion sector in about one-half the tine it would take if you
called for the fire by coordinates. This procedure has hel ped nme
quite a fewtines in counterattacks."

Corporal MORRIS C. WLSQN, 135th Infantry.

"I have found it is a good practice when in the field to
al ways retain enough powder charges in a convenient place,
preferably an enpty shell case, in order that no time be lost on a
new fire mssion in which another charge or two is required. If we
are firing say charge one and have twenty rounds prepared to fire,
nmake sure ny ammunition man has twenty charge two, three and four
powder bags where they can be gotten on an instant notice. Then
even on the darkest night it's a sinple matter to replace themin
the shell casing if needed, and get the rounds out there in the
shortest possible tinme."

First Lieutenant EBDELL R O BRI EN, 133rd Infantry.



(4)

"One thing | have learned is the uncertainty of the reported
positions of front line elements. This is true nore so in hilly

country than in nore favorable terrain. 1In the canpai gn begi nni ng
around the first part of July, through the hills to the plain before
the ARNO River, | was an observer for a conpany of 75nm cannons.

Time and tine again units on the right and I eft reported thensel ves
ahead of where they actually were. By taking their given positions
and allowi ng required safety margin for firing a | ot of eneny
targets on our flanks, that were harassing us and coul d have been
neutralized, were refused."

57mm AT [Anti - Tank] Gun
Private First Cass MARTIN F. VO GHT, 133rd Infantry.

"The wheel segnments on our 57mm AT guns shoul d be taken off as
they catch comunication wires and it has been proven that with the
brakes set the gun can be fired just as accurately."

Captain EDWN LEW S, Headquarters 34th Infantry Division

"57mm AT guns can do a great job on machi ne gun enpl acenents
as direct support artillery if we had nore HE ammunition. About 60%
AP [Anti-Personnel] and 40% HE [ H gh Expl osive] woul d be right.

First Lieutenant SIGURD OLSON, 133rd Infantry.

"I believe gun crews should be trained in riding the tanks
with the AT guns in tow, and the anmunition and equi pnent on the
tank. This affords a neans of getting the guns into position when
it is inpossible to get there with a truck. Training in our rest
areas has shown us this can be done quite easily. The |esson was
| earned at CECI NA during the day of 1 July. Conpany "F' of this
battalion assaulted the town, riding on and advancing with the
tanks. They bypassed sone eneny nmachi ne guns which renmi ned sil ent
when the tanks were near, but opened up agai n when they had passed.
Their fire swept the only road open into the town and then fired on
any novenment. |If we had been able to go in with the tanks we coul d
have given the rifle troops sonme badly needed AT protection. As it
was, we were forced to wait until the guns were silenced, which was
about dusk, before we could get into the town.

| believe that the gun crews should be trained in night firing
with the aid of 60mmflares. At LARlI on 16 July our guns were far
forward and sighted to cover fromthe flanks the two roads | eadi ng
into our battalion sector. That night enenmy arnor was heard novi ng
al ong these roads but the gunners were unable to fire because of
darkness. Wth this thought in mnd, we worked up a nethod to
enable us to fire at night. The guns should nove into position
during daylight if possible, to give the gunners a | ook at the
terrain in front of them Coordinate firing with one of the 60mm
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squads so they will be able to fire their flares directly over the
target upon call. |If firing of these flares is continued at the
rate of one every 20 or 30 seconds the target area is very well lit
up and the gunners, during our exercise, were able to see the cross
hairs and | ead markings in their sight very plainly. They were able
to pick up and track, successfully, their target. The distance to
the target was about 600 yards and the target was a peep noving
across the terrain. The gunners and squad | eaders all agree that
the nmethod is sinple enough and that it is workable."

(5) Grenades.
First Lieutenant JOHN C. AILES, 133rd Infantry.

"It is ny opinion that nore enphasis should be placed on the
use of the rifle grenade. On about 28 June, near CASTEGNETO, a
right flank platoon was partially surrounded by about 50 Germans
armed with machi ne guns, nachine pistols and rifles. This platoon
was in a dry river bed, and the surrounding country was very fl at
with a network of drainage and irrigation ditches that were sonmewhat
grown up with brush. The Germans were about 100 yards from our
positions so that we were unable to enploy our nortars. The platoon
had no grenade | aunchers, and were unable to di sl odge the Germans by
small arms fire. It is ny opinion that these machi ne guns coul d
have been knocked out or forced to withdraw if rifle grenades had
been used on them"

Captain ALBERT J. HO HJELIE, 135th Infantry.
"A white phosphorus rifle grenade can be nade froma regul ar

AT rifle grenade and a WP hand grenade. These were used to a good
advant age at ANZI O They shoul d be nmade up by an ordnance conpany.

Infantry Medi cal Detachnent.

Captai n ALEX BROMN, MAC, 133rd Infantry.

"The battalion Aid Station narks the point where first echelon

nmedi cal service ends and second echel on nedi cal service begins. In
peaceti nme on naneuvers, in barracks life, and during rest periods, this is
a logical definition of activity. |In conbat, however, this systemwl|I

not and never has worked out. Collecting conpanies, as constituted, do
not performthe function outlined for themin the field manuals. |n order

to serve the troops nost efficiently within the framework of the present
T/ O [ Tabl e of Organization] and tactical doctrines, the followi ng has been
necessary:
(a) Cl ose liaison between the regi nental surgeon and the
col l ecti ng conpany conmmander .
(b) Ambul ances may be enpl oyed as far up as battalion aid
stations, or it may be inpossible to get an anbul ance within niles



of the battalion aid station. Each of these situations poses a
different tactical problemand changes the rel ationship between the
first and second echel on nmedi cal services, and thus changes the
responsibility of the regi nental surgeon and the collecting conpany
comuander. The tactical situation itself changes rapidly and for
each battalion aid station, the situation may be different. Thus it
can be seen that the old division between first and second echel on
nedi cal service is an arbitrary one. In the past nmuch di sagreenent
and di sharnmony devel oped because of this. The real separation
between first and second echel on nedical service has been found to
be at that point where a casualty ceases to be transported by hand
and can be put into an anbul ance. No natter at what point along the
route of evacuation this occurs, it is a clear-cut and definite
junction. The collecting conpany thus beconmes in reality, an
anbul ance conpany. It brings the anbul ances as close to the field
of battle as possible. The regimental surgeon and his assistants
t hus have the responsibility of evacuating the battlefield,
rendering the vital nedical aid necessary at the aid stations and
then bringing these patients to the waiting anbul ances.
In order to performthis job, the reginmental surgeon must have in
his control all the litter bearers normally assigned to the collecting

conpany, plus whatever additional litter bearers he can obtain. He nust
make a thorough study of the tactical situation and an accurate estinmate
of what will be needed and then act accordingly, and he nust do this, not

after the casualties occur, but many hours before.

Thi s Division has fought in nountainous terrain during nost of the
Italian Canpaign. On many occasions, it has been inpossible to bring an
anbul ance anywhere nearer than 2-5 miles to the battalion aid stations for
weeks at a tine. It has been necessary to organize litter relays
consi sting of as many as 16 rel ays, enploying hundreds of litter bearers,
between the frontline and the waiting anbul ances. On every one of these
occasions, it has been the regi mental surgeon and his assistants who
organi zed these relays and kept them functioning, using the litter bearers
assigned to the collecting conpani es whenever he saw fit. W of this
regi ment have been fortunate in developing a close liaison with our
supporting collecting conpany so that the function of casualty evacuation
has proceeded snoothly and efficiently.

If the regi nental surgeon had taken the attitude, "Well, the FM
[Field Manual ] says that the collecting conpany will evacuate the aid
station", and then sat back and waited for them there would have been
literally hundreds of patients lying on the nountain sides of Italy or
el se evacuated by the GRS [ Graves Registration Section]. The third
crossing of the VOLTURNO the battle of M. MARRONE, the hills above
VENAFRO, and the advance from GROSSETO to the ARNO are illustrations of
t he above."

First Lieutenant, ROY L. BATES, MAC, 133rd Infantry.

"It is a definite norale factor to infantry troops to know as they
go into conbat that if they are wounded they will not have to |ie out on
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the field of battle for a long period of tinme. The average infantryman
has a fear of this which is so strong within himthat the mnute he is
wounded he thinks only of yelling 'medics' or 'litter squad ."

Technician Fourth Grade EDMOND E. CABANA, 133rd Infantry.

"Usually in an aid station when a casualty occurs confusion arises
and about five nen try to do the job of 2 nen. In our aid station a
certain nunber of men are on duty at a certain tine. |If there are nore
patients than can be cared for by the men already on duty the other nen
are called in to help during the rush. In this way we avoid rmuch
confusion.”

Technici an Third Grade CHESTER L. MANLEY, 133rd Infantry.

"While a technician in a battalion aid station | have observed many
times the necessity of having a m nesweeper available to the battalion
nmedics to aid in the evacuation of sol diers wounded in mne fields.

A good example of the situation took place 6 Novenber 1943. Two
sol diers were severely wounded in a nminefield. Three litter bearers were
sent into the nine field to bring themout. Wile in the act of doing so,
two of them were also severely wounded. Rather than sacrifice nore litter
bearers in the attenpt to bring themout an order was sent to the
battalion A & P [Anmuniti on and Pi oneer] section for m nesweepers who were
at the tine unavail abl e because of other work. There was a delay of an
hour before a path to the wounded could be cleared. Al of this activity
took place within 200 yards of an aid station where the wounded coul d have
recei ved pronpt attention if there had been ni nesweepers avail able."

Captain HORATI O N. LONG Headquarters 34th Infantry D vision
"A man adm nistering aid will usually not draw fire even though he

is in open terrain. On the other hand, three or four nmen gathered over a
wounded conrade often results in the entire group becom ng casualties.”

Remar ks (M sc.)

Staff Sergeant JOHN T. COWELL, 135th Infantry.

"There have been too nmany instances of rushing into a situation
wi thout full know edge of what is happening.

We have experienced situations where a little nore tinme and
preparati on woul d have saved tine, material and lives.

For instance: inproper reconnai ssance causing a battalion on trucks.
to detruck and fight for an assenbly area.

O: the different weapons not having tinme to reach their designated
area preparatory to the attack. Then the attack is m xed up, and the
junp-off tinme has to be set back as nmuch as six or eight hours.

O: the reckless ways in which mned areas are treated. W have
seen equi prent and vehicles blown up on roads and trails that are plainly



marked with the German mne sign. |If a little caution is taken, it can
easily be determ ned whether the road has been swept or vehicles have

already traveled on it
Plenty of time for reconnai ssance, preparation and passing on to the

troops all information available, will insure a better chance of success.
Even if the situation is pressing, 'Look before you leap'."

Captain RICHARD F. W LKINSON, 133rd Infantry.

"Stacki ng swivels should be renoved. They catch in the brush and
make noi se in night attacks.

The use of draws as routes of approach causes many casualties from
artillery and nortar fire in nmountain fighting. By using nountains and
hillsides selecting the best cover few casualties resulted fromartillery
or nortar fire. As nobst draws are covered by artillery fire they make

poor routes of approach
It is best to carry nortar bags over your shoulder as it is easier

to hit the ground carrying themthat way.

Smal|l arms fire causes few casualties so | ook up as often as
possi ble to see what is going on. Wen your head is down you see not hing
When it is up only two inches higher, you can see the situation and
protect yourself and your conrades."

Sergeant NARSY C. VANEREK, 133rd Infantry.

"In being up on the lines | have witnessed nany fellow @s in
action. In one case we were going through the brush in the nountains and
a nmachi ne-pi stol opened up on us fromour flank and we all hit the ground.
W had a few new nen with us that had just come in. No one had to tel
themto get down, they just did. | asked one |ater how cone he got down
and he said it cane natural. He took cover and good cover. He got behind
a big rock, but the trouble cane after that. He got down and then started
trying to figure just where the fire was conming from He went around the
rock twice, until | finally got close enough to point out the direction in
which the bullets were coning from |, nyself had the same experience
when | first came in and had to |l earn the hard way.

VWhat | think is they should cut down on running those 'Keep down
courses' and give the fellows in the States nore of 'crack and thunp'.
It's even hard for an experienced soldier to pick out the spot where the
fire is coming fromwthout assum ng that new fell ows can."

Staff Sergeant LESLIE AUTHNREI TTE, 133rd Infantry.

"One of our nen is dead today because he picked up a Gernan nmachine
gun after we had driven off the eneny and he carried it to our assenbly
poi nt on opposite side of the hill where he fired it to see if it worked.
A Gernman, or American tank heard it and zeroed in on him The second
shell that cane in exploded himall over the place.

Qur squad had noticed an interesting fact about sone of the
m nefields which the Jerries have left fully marked with their signs and



wire. Those spots were tall w th unmowed grass, whereas the grass in the
unnowed portions of the sane fields was nowed. Perhaps sonmetines this

woul d be a val uabl e piece of know edge for a scout advancing in an area
where the Gernmans have had tine to renove their 'Achtung, Mnen' signs and

barbed wire, watch for tall clover fields."
Second Li eutenant DEAN P. HAM LTON, 133rd Infantry.

"My conpany was ordered to advance one afternoon and along with the
order came information that the high ground to our |left was occupi ed by
friendly troops. W advanced with that assurance, and were caught in a
heavy flanking fire fromthat supposedly occupi ed ground and had to
wi t hdraw or be trapped.

The lesson | learned fromthat one experience is never depend on
reports, no matter how official, for protection of your flanks. Al ways
take it for granted that both flanks are open and occupi ed by enemy."

First Lieutenant JOHN V. PENDERGAST, 135th Infantry.

"I'n several instances where ny platoon was advanci ng through
vi neyards where visibility was limted to 15 or 20 yards, we forced the
eneny to surrender even though we had never seen him After being fired
upon from positions hidden fromour view we would open up with every
avai | abl e weapon in that general direction and advance abreast in that
manner. On several occasions the Germans waved white flags and canme out
with their hands up sinply because we threw so nuch | ead near his
positions that he was afraid to expose hinself to fire at us. A nman also
forgers to be afraid if you can get himto start firing."

Techni cal Sergeant ROY WALKER, 135th Infantry.

"On the night of July 7, 1944, Conpany "G' attacked and took Hil
163, conpletely surprising the Jerries. W imrediately began to dig in
the hard rock for dawn woul d soon overtake us. Dawn broke, and everything
was quiet, too quiet.

To our front a single Jerry junped up, started running like 'hell
to his lines. One of our riflemen fired and m ssed. Then another took it
upon hinself to fire. Soon the whole company was placing its whole fire
power on the single Jerry. The whole Jerry arny cut |oose with small arms
and 88s, resulting in nmany casualties and deaths just because we had given
away our position, strength and fire power on a single Jerry.

We | earned by experience to hold and control your fire until it is
needed. "



LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER |1 - ARTI LLERY
1. In nost instances the Infantry-Artillery team has been devel oped to a fine
point during current operations. It has been observed that newer units com ng

into conbat either have not been aware of sone phases of Infantry-Artillery
coordi nation or have not had sufficient training therein due to amunition
l[imtations. The greatest single factor is the creation of an "esprit de

Regi mental Conbat Teani, where nutual confidence and respect have devel oped to a
hi gh degree. True, the realization of this esprit will come only after conbat
where true values are reveal ed, but much can be done in training to hasten its
arrival. The lessons learned in training proved to be sound in principle and
furnished the artillery of the 34th Infantry Division a workabl e basis for
operation agai nst the eneny. Throughout our part in the canpaign in Africa and
in ltaly the varied situations that confronted us have resulted in the
observation |isted bel ow

a. Oper ati ons:

Captain WODODROW M SM TH, 34th Division Artillery.

"1. Enpl oynment of Liaison Oficers: 1In garrison too often the
sel ection of officers for Liaison duty was not indicative of the
i nportance of that particular assignnent. |n action the demands on the

Li ai son officers was such that only very reliable men were entrusted with
the work. The Infantry comuanders soon |learned to rely on their artillery
advi sers for necessary fire support. C ose cooperation was obtai ned

wi t hout any inpetus in the formof witten orders. Liaison officers were
cal l ed upon to select defensive fires, harassing nissions, preparation
concentration[sic] concentrations and to report Infantry dispositions. At
times they were also called upon to adjust fire. Physical stamna is

essential. The Liaison parties are at tinmes obliged to operated under the
nost adverse conditions.
2. Forward Observers: The Artillery observers nust be centrally

controlled. W found it advisable for the Battalion S-2s to coordinate
observation in their own conbat team sectors, thereby elininating the
possibility of duplication of effort. New observers were prone to be over
enthusiastic if not carefully instructed. It is a natural tendency for

i nexperienced officers to wander off on patrol m ssions, to becone
separated fromtheir supported Infantry and thereby to get out of touch
with the situation. The observers are the only tangi ble touch you have
with the front line elements. A forward observer who invariably gets

pi nned down by eneny fire is worthless. One Artillery Battalion |lost two
observers to eneny action in quick succession during the fight around M.
PANTANO. I nvestigation revealed that the two officers had pl aced

t hensel ves in positions where observati on was secondary to persona
defense. The next observer sent out was instructed to | ook for
observation sonewhat to the rear of the site of the two previous



m sfortunates. The support afforded our defending Infantry, was
noti ceably inproved by this nove.

3. Reconnai ssance: Reconnai ssances were as varied as they were
nunerous. In a rapid noving situation we found it necessary to maintain
conti nuous reconnai ssance by at |least one officer in the Division
Artillery. Many tinmes the infantry pushed on just before dark, thereby
necessitating a |l ast m nute nove of direct support artillery.

4, Sel ection and occupation of positions: The ideal Fort Sil
battery position can sel dom be found. Many tines the positions avail able
are very difficult to occupy. Battery conmanders in training should |earn
to tell at a glance if any given location will serve as a battery
position. In the nountainous terrain around COLLI, pieces were w nched
into positions that presented al nost insurnountable obstacles. In nany
i nstances the pieces were spread over a front covering 400 yards with each
piece on a slightly different elevation. There is no get-rich-quick
solution to occupation of a gun position. Frequently the positions that
presented the nost hazards during the actual occupation, |later proved to
be the npst secure.

In ltaly, many of our units put their CPs in houses. This
practice is frowned upon in the texts but it worked very satisfactorily in
action. The reason is obvious. The houses in Italy are extremely sturdy
and are so nunerous that they have | ost the | one-house-on-a-hill aspect.

It is essential that an artillery CP be reasonably confortable. Fatigue
and disconfort breed errors in firing data. The artillery technician nust
do everything in his power to elinm nate m stakes.

5. oserved fires: The forward observation nethod of adjustnent
was used al nost exclusively. observers too often fired for effect before
a sure bracket was verified. This practice becane sharply apparent at
CASSI NO, where the majority of targets demanded percussion nethods. There
we found it necessary to insist on methodical adjustnents. Another
pitfall was the selection of targets. The inexperienced observer is apt
to be stanpeded into shooting at vague and unrerunerative |ocations before
he has taken tine to carefully ascertain the nost profitable course of
action. Wen the supported infantrymen are insisting on artillery fire in
front of themthe observer nust nake every effort to |ocate the offending
resi stance. Use harassing and area fire only as a last resort.

6. Unobserved fires: Preparation fires when properly sel ected
and controlled are invaluable to the infantry attack. W found through
practice that a series of phase |lines, perpendicular to the axis of
advance with selected concentrations in each phase, gave the best results.
This type of preparation is easily controlled and may be changed rapidly
to conformto the advance of the infantry. However, a dense preparation
did not provide an 'open-sesane' to the infantry. At LANWI O the Division
Artillery shot a preparation through to conpletion and then received calls
for fires in the initial phase line. The infantry was held up by close-in
strong poi nts which had weat hered the preparation fire.

T.OT. shots are worthwhil e when a quick and intense vol ume of
fire is desired. This type of concentration covers an area of
consi derabl e depth and width and t herefore cannot be used close in to
friendly troops.



Preparatory and harassing fires are definitely worthwhile. At
CERVARO, critical points were selected frommp and air photo study and

fromS-2 reports. Dunps, unloading points, defiles, critica

i ntersections on mountain roads, transfer points (truck to pack mule) were
all covered. Expenditures for the Division Artillery varied from4000 to
6000 rounds per night for four nights. PW taken after conpletion of the
program stated they had not had anything to eat for several days.

7. Tanks and tank destroyers for indirect fire: W used attached
tanks and tank destroyers mainly for interdiction and harassing. They
were excellent for the roving-gun type of harassing. Only limted use was
made of them for preparation fires because of their extrenely flat
trajectory at the shorter ranges."

b. Intelligence, Counterbattery: Al reports by battalion S-2s and

Division Artillery S-2 were verbal, witten reports having been discarded early
in the campaign. G 2 periodicals which had a daily distribution down to
battalion made other witten reports a duplication of effort. Special reports
to G2 included a summary of eneny artillery activity four tines daily and a
weat her report once a day transmtted by tel ephone.

The duties of Division Artillery S-2 eventually evolved to that of
Di vision CBO [Counter-Battery Officer], alnpst all other duties being
subordi nated. The nost inportant single piece of information passing through
hi s hands proved to be eneny shelling reports. As front-line troops had never
been indoctrinated with the basic principles of reporting informati on about
enenmy shelling considerable difficulty was experienced initially with getting
any of this type of information. A programwas started to renmedy this defect
during the first rest period and the results were noticeable at once.
Subsequently, during each rest period, the problemhas been attacked froma
different angle with good results due to the close cooperation of infantry S-2s.
It was made Division SOP that all eneny shelling be reported direct to Division
Artillery S-2 through artillery channels.

Maj or ARTHUR J. PETERSON, 34th Division Artillery.

"(1) Shellreps: Probably one of the nbst unconfortable sensations

you will ever experience is that of being spotted in the open by Jerry
artillery. You feel as though there is nothing you can do about it but
sweat it out. Your first reaction will be to hug the ground and pray that
not hi ng cones your way. That mistake is frequently fatal. The first

thing to do is to get the hell away from where you are before the Kraut is
regi stered on you. He is generally a nethodical Joe and will continue to
regi ster on the sane place even after there is nothing there. The next
thing to do is holler for help. Unless you have the Jerry gun spotted
cold there is only one guy in the Army who can help you silence that so-
and-so who seens to carry a personal grudge agai nst you. That man is the
counter-battery officer

From t he begi nning of any operation the C B.O keeps track of
all the antics of eneny artillery by neans of PWinterrogation, partisan
reports, air photos, and shelling reports. He generally has a pretty good
i dea where Jerry has his artillery or where he has his alternate




positions. You are the only man who can tell himwhen Jerry is active.
In order to pin down the offending battery the following information is of
vital inmportance:

(a) VWhat direction is he firing fron? This will indicate
the general area. (This information is of no value unless the CBO
knows where you are.) |If you can see the flash you can report a
fairly accurate direction to the enemy gun or your trained ear wll
enable you to estimate the direction if a flash cannot be seen. |If
you get a chance to see the shell crater the furrow may indicate the
direction of fire especially if the shell has gone through sone
foliage before landing. 'Duds' will sometines give you pretty
accurate direction of fire.

(b) VWhat tinme did the rounds cone in? The CBO needs this
dope so he can tie your report into others he gets. Two or nore
reports on the same shelling may | ocate the eneny guns accurately
enough to begin firing unobserved fire right away. This is very
important in the case of SP guns because of their ability to change
position so often that the CBO can't keep them | ocated.

(c) VWere are the rounds | anding? The answer to this keeps
t he CBO posted on what the eneny is trying to do. Fire falling on
our front-line troops often precedes a counterattack and i nformati on
about it will enable our unit COs to alert the artillery to be
prepared to fire in that sector. Fire falling on our roads and
trails indicates that the eneny probably thinks our front-Iline
troops are being too well supplied with "C'" rations. If the
Jerries' attention is directed to our artillery you can bet that
some Kraut dog-face has called up his artillery and asked them ' Wat
in hell you are going to do about those SOBs who are cutting us to
pi eces?' The answer probably was, 'How in hell do youse guys expect
us to fire if you don't turn in any shell-reps?

(d) How many rounds have cone in? W want to know this so
we can maintain our 2 for 1 ratio and also to find out just how
serious he is about the whole thing. Actually we throw back about
five times the nunber of rounds he throws in.

(e) How many guns are firing and what kinds of guns are
they? You can tell how many guns are firing by listening to the
guns report or the rounds striking. |If they are right together or
if the time between bursts is very short he is using nore than one
gun because you can't fire an artillery piece Iike an M1 even
t hough it sonetinmes seens that way. Everyone knows that the round
that |ands cl ose sounds |ike the 'Anzio Express' but don't let that
fool you. Experience has taught you to distinguish between |ight,
medi um or heavy artillery. The size of the crater or shel
fragments sent in will enable the CBOto determ ne accurately the
size and type of weapon that is shooting at you. |If the shell cones
| obbing in slowy the chances are it cones froma how tzer. Fast
traveling shells come froma gun. The kind that zip over your head
bef ore you hear the report of the gun can cone froman 88 or a tank
Report these as high velocity. The purpose of this is to enable the



CBOto tie the firing in with the particular one of our friends (?),

so he can be properly renenbered with a bouquet of shells.

Report any ot her useful information such as the flash-bang tine,
whet her he is using airburst, superquick, or delay fuze and anything he is
doing that is unusual. These are the things to renmenber about shel
reports. Your location, direction of fire, time of firing, the place
shel s are | andi ng, nunber of rounds, nunber and type of guns. Be patient
- a single shell-rep can't turn off the eneny firing like a faucet but it
will let us know you are being shelled

(2) Counterbattery: Infantry-artillery teamwrk in the execution
of counter-battery operation was devel oped to the highest degree while the
Di vi sion was playing an active defensive role in the ANZI O Beachhead.
There, eneny artillery was plentiful and room for dispersion extrenely
limted. In addition to a Corps counter-battery section a full-scale
counter-battery section was set up in Division Artillery CP utilizing
personnel fromthe survey section to mmintain 24-hour operations. This
was suppl emented by the establishment of regi nmental counter-nortar
sections. This accounted in part for the lightest casualty rate in the
division history for a |like period of active engagenent. A departure from
normal counter-battery procedure proved to be very effective. To provide
maxi mum speed in reacting to eneny fire the follow ng policy was adopted:
VWhen Shellreps indicated that the eneny guns were active and the
i nformati on reported was not sufficient to pin down the offending battery,
the direct support artillery fired several concentrations on known eneny
front-line installations adjacent to the friendly area being shelled.

This proved to be effective counter-battery because it usually silenced
the eneny artillery. PWreports indicated that considerable pressure was
brought to bear on eneny artillery units by their front-line units to
refrain fromfiring unless necessary."

Foll owi ng are the instructions issued for establishing
regi mental counter-nortar sections:

Operational Instructions #14, Headquarters 34th Inf Div, 3 May 1944,
"1, The eneny has nade effective use of his nortars on forward

installations, relieving his artillery for other mssions. This may be
due:

a. To a desire to conserve artillery anmunition to counter
a major attack.

b. To utilize the relative nobility of nortars as conpared
to artillery.

C. To the relative efficiency of our counter-battery
organi zation as conpared to our counter-nortar organization
2. Each infantry reginent will establish a counter-nortar section

to utilize the methods devel oped by the field artillery. One officer wll
be detailed as reginmental counter-nortar officer (CMD).
a. A counter-nortar chart (Scale 1/12500 or larger) will be
set up at reginental headquarters.



b. Location of eneny nortars fromall sources (Mrtar

Reports, OPs, patrols, etc.) will be plotted accurately on the
counter-nortar chart.

C. A formof Hostile Murtar Reports similar to the present
Shell-rep formwi Il be adopted.

d. A program for indoctrinating all front-line troops with
t he principles, purpose, and inportance of counter-nortar
information will be started.

e. A plan for additional conmunication to facilitate flow
of information will be devised, if found desirable.

f. Personnel of the CT artillery Bns will assist in the
establi shment of counter-nortar sections.
3. The foll owi ng di scussion of counter-nortar neasures, prepared

by the Division Counter-Battery Officer, is published for the infornmation
and gui dance of infantry commanders:

a. The counter-nortar chart should be a scale of 1/12500 or
|arger as a smaller may lead to inaccuracies in plotting.
b. Weapons under reginental control or direct support

artillery generally are sufficient for all counter-nortar m ssions.

Counter-nortar progranms wherein a nunber of active nortar positions
of known | ocation are engaged can be arranged through direct contact
with Division Artillery Headquarters.

C. VWhen coordi nates of a known or suspected nortar position
have been determ ned it should be nunbered for easy reference. A
variation of the system for nunbering eneny batteries may be used,
e.g., MAC 9733. The letters identify the position and the nunbers
indicate the grid square. The letter M indicating nortars, should
be added to elimnate confusion with the eneny battery positions.

In addition an active nortar |ist should be prepared periodically
and distributed to interested parties. This list should show the
nunber of the eneny nortar, the accurate coordi nates, the height in
neters (el evation above sea |level), source of information, and the
nunber and type of nortars, if known. This will pernmit nissions to
be assigned by number rather than reporting all information

d. A counter-nortar officer and a qualified draftsnan
shoul d be on duty at all tines at the counter-nortar control center

e. OPs nust be equi pped with sone device to permt accurate
nmeasur enent of flash, sound, or snoke azinmuth to eneny nortars. A
circle of mls or degrees inscribed on a snooth surface and equi pped
with a novable arrow to indicate direction and oriented by nmeans of
direction to a known point neasured on the map is nore accurate than
a conpass. The accuracy of location of eneny installations varies
directly as the accuracy of location of OPs. OPs should be | ocated
by survey. They may be | ocated by inspection if sufficient nap
detail is present.

f. OP locations are plotted on the chart. Wen a sound
azimuth is received a short Iine about an inch in length is drawn to
i ndicate the direction of the eneny nortar and the nunber of the
report entered above the line. Along ray is drawn for flash or
snoke reports and the tine of report is entered in addition to the



report number. Two or nore rays are needed to |ocate an eneny
nortar position but a single ray often will indicate an active known
| ocation. Generally, a counter-nmortar nmission will not be initiated
on the basis of a single sound report. A number of sound reports
may indicate the area that is active. |f enenmy nortaring becones
serious, a general counter-nortar programmy be started.

g. There is a tendency for observers to report only the
nortar fire falling upon them Personnel nust be trained to report
all nortar fire observed. As the observer gains confidence in the
possibilities of counter-nortar fire the flow of information wll
becorme nore regul ar

h. The direction of fire of an eneny nortar can be
determi ned from an exanination of the crater. This will be of some
assistance in locating nortar positions.

i Patrols, PWs, and civilians furnish nmuch val uabl e
i nformati on regarding nortar positions. Air photos and npbsaics are
t he best nmediumfor extracting accurate |ocations received from
t hese sources.

j- Because of the tendency of nortars to nove frequently
they are rarely in the sane positions reported by photo
interpretation. Reports fromPl, however, are val uable for
determ ning |ikely areas.

k. The Air OP can spot only an active nortar and the
appearance of aircraft often causes the nortar to cease firing. As
eneny nortar concentrations are generally of short duration it is
not practicable to fly special nortar missions. Air OPs are at
present under Division Artillery Headquarters control and many tines
it is possible to contact planes in the air to observe by calling
Division Artillery Headquarters.

l. As eneny nortar crews are known to live away fromtheir
nortars it is inportant to engage them when they are active. speed
is essential to counter-nortar action. The CMO nust have efficient
conmuni cati ons and direct call on weapons best suited to deal with
enemy nortars."

(3) No Fire Line:] A 'No Fire Line' was habitually established on
the division front. this permitted [artillery] battalions other that the
direct support battalions to fire targets of opportunity beyond that |ine
wi t hout obtaining a clearance frominfantry commanders. The inportance of
maintaining rigid control over all artillery, cannon conpani es, TDs and
tanks in respect to getting clearance to fire within the "No Fire Line' is
best illustrated by the follow ng incident:

Extract, Journal, S-3, 34th Division Artillery.

"The 3rd Battalion, 135th Infantry was in position near LANUVIO
Italy, on 25 May and began to receive friendly artillery fire. A hurried
call to Division Artillery stopped the fire of division artillery
battalions but failed to stop the fire falling on the 3rd Battalion
Cannon conpani es were checked but had not been firing. Corps artillery



|O

and the two nei ghboring divisions were called but pleaded not guilty. The
friendly fire continued. Later in the day after Air OPs had scouted
friendly territory thoroughly, an AA battery was discovered firing and it
was thought the nystery had been solved. The shelled area remained
peaceful until the follow ng day when fire comrenced again. Frantic calls
fromthe battalion CO shut off all artillery in the corps sector tw ce but
the fire continued to fall. Finally, in desperation, patrols were sent
out to the area fromwhich the fire was emanating to see if it was
possi bl e that an eneny battery had been by-passed in the novenent forward.
Patrol s discovered the assault gun platoon of a friendly (?) tank
battali on had been firing independently for two days with al nbost conplete
l ack of know edge of the friendly situation. Proper action was taken."

(4) [ bservation:] Artillery observation was furnished primarily
by forward observers and Air OPs. Battery OPs were rare. Flash OPs were
set up on the ANZI O Beachhead by all units including the D vision MP
pl at oon and the 34th Reconnai ssance Troop. Information fromthese OPs was
val uable in spotting active batteries but intersections were generally not
accurate enough to pin down new |l ocations. Air OPs flew patrol nissions
constantly and proved their value by silencing eneny artillery by the very
fact of their presence. Continual coverage of the division front by Air
OP is now SOP. Conplete, accurate reports from observers are still a
problem It is doubtful that a satisfactory solution will ever be found
due to rapid turnover of forward observers, but inprovenent can be gained
by i ntensive application of basic principles during training.

The Enpl oynent of Artillery by the Infantry

Col onel CARLEY L. MARSHALL, Commanding O ficer, 133rd Infantry in CASSI NO

"I've got a couple of privates sniping with the 8" howitzers at the
enemny-hel d house about 75 yards down the street."

Captain NELSON F. KIBLER, Conmandi ng Conpany "G', 135th Infantry.

"It is known that there have been nunerous instances when, if only
the artillery had been called to give supporting fire, much damage and
destruction could have been inflicted upon the eneny.

One special instance was in North Africa when one of ny officers
called back to ne by radio that there were several trucks unl oading
infantry to his left flank at a distance of several thousand yards. |
told himthat if he would adjust artillery fire that | would call for it
and relay his sensing. Hi s answer was that he didn't know how to adj ust
fire. By the time | reached his position, it was too late to call for the
fire.

On anot her occasion, | was able to withdraw two pl at oons which had
been pi nned down by eneny nachine gun and nortar fire by calling for
artillery fire. The division is at this tine scheduling periods for
of ficers and non-commi ssioned officers in adjusting artillery fire and
believe is nmeeting with the utnost success."



Maj or ARTHUR J. PETERSON, 34th Division Artillery.

"I't is unnecessary to tell an experienced foot-sloggi ng dogface how
inmportant artillery support is to himwhen he needs it. Wen he runs up
against a Jerry strongpoint that is too tough to crack with infantry
weapons the proper thing to dois to yell for artillery. He's got to be
sure, however, that the target he sees is worth tossing a | ot of
cannonbal | s at because cannonballs are the only reserve the artillery has
and they cost blood and sweat. A single Heinie sunning hinmself or an
Eyetie nule and cart is not worth an artillery concentration. There wll
nost likely be an artillery forward observer somewhere in your conpany
area who is in contact with the guns. Look himup, give himyour mssion
and he will fire it for you if it is humanly possible. Renenber, he is

just as interested in killing Krauts as you are. Get acquainted with your
artillery FO and his detail. Keep yourself posted as to his |ocation at
all times so you can find himwhen you need him He will fire for the

| owl i est dogface as quickly as for the regimental CO or alnmost. |If

somet hi ng has happened to himor you can't find himand you can get to
your battalion CP by radio or tel ephone the artillery liaison officer
there can get fire on your target for you.

Back in nmedi eval days when the artillery man was a civilian nechanic
with an eye for war loot they tried to keep outsiders out of their union
by covering up their activities with a ot of sem -scientific nunbo-junbo
just like sone professions still do. Artillery since that day has becone
still nore conplicated and there are sonme technical problens that need
special training to handle. This need not bother you because all you want
to dois lay a lot of scrap-iron on the pretzel-benders and you can do it.

The first thing to do is get a few rounds out in front of you where
you can see them The easiest way to do that is by giving the artillery a
point on the way at which to shoot. (This is where the map readi ng you
| earned in basic-training would cone in handy.) The artillery will cone
closer to hitting that point than you think; so if the rounds suddenly
appear about two miles to the right don't cuss out those SOBs who can't

read a map - better take another | ook at your own map. |f the rounds |and
close but still not where you want themtry to put yourself where you
think the gun position is and sense the rounds accordingly - over or
short, right or left. |If you are using the battalion in direct support of
your outfit it will normally be right behind you somewhere but if your

target is an eneny gun or sonething that requires nediumor heavy cali ber
artillery the chances are you won't know where they are firing from |If
that is the case or if for any reason you are not sure of the gun

| ocation, the safest thing to do is call for a range change. This will do
two things for you - first, by remenbering where the previous rounds fel
you will have an idea of the direction of fire, and secondly, you wll
have a unit of neasure out there by remenbering how nuch of an increase in
range you asked for. When you tell the gunners that you are within 50
yards of the target, the fire direction will nost likely order fire for
effect. Unless you are unconfortably close to your target it is going to
be hard for you to judge how cl ose your adjusting rounds are landing. It



is very inmportant that you bracket the target; get rounds that are over
and short of the target. You will know then that the correct range is
somewher e between your over and short rounds.”

d. [ Def ensive Fires:] The inclusion of artillery defensive fires in all
infantry attack plans is axiomatic. |In Italy the German practice of small scale
counterattacks against the 34th Infantry Division has proved al nost abortive.
Every objective is carefully chosen to invite counterattack over terrain
favorabl e for conplete artillery coverage.

Col onel W LLI AM H. SCHI LDROTH, Conmanding Officer, 133rd Infantry.
"I call it the nmurder space.™
Maj or ROBERT E. McGRAW 135th Infantry.

"When operating in terrain that is flat and wooded to any extent,
t he observation, and therefore the effectiveness of artillery support of
the FO and |iaison officer becomes very limted. To nake up for this |ack
of observation, prom nent points along the axis of advance can be
regi stered by the Air OP in advance. These points can then be used as
successi ve base points as the advance progresses, and will give adequate
artillery support and a nmeans of rapid adjustnment in terrain giving
[imted observation.

This sanme nethod can be applied to the objective, enabling unit
conmanders to lay down final defensive fires imedi ately on occupation of
a position.”



LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER |11 - I NFANTRY - TANK - TANK DESTROYER TEAM

1. The effectiveness of this team has been denpnstrated tine and tinme again
First Lieutenant JAMES H FUREY, 133rd Infantry.

"On 8 June at 1930B in the TARQUI NI A area our conpany |earned the
val ue of conbined infantry and tank operations.

Qur imredi ate objective was to capture a hill which was
approxi nately 500 yards to our front. Between the hill and the point from
whi ch we pushed off the terrain was flat and was covered by wheat fields.

We attacked late in the afternoon without any support fire except
our own conpany light machi ne guns. The attack was made astride a
railroad which split our sector. The second platoon was on the |eft side
of the tracks, the first platoon on the right. W advanced 100 yards over
the flat terrain toward our objective. At this point our scouts were
pi nned down by eneny machine gun fire. The first platoon was fired on
fromthree directions by machine gun fire, the second platoon |ikew se was
fired on by crossing machine gun fire. The conpany was unable to advance.

The conpany conmander requested tank support. At 1830B three tanks
arrived. The platoon | eader of the first platoon was able to point out
the enemy strong points to the tank comrander before the attack was
resuned.

At 1930B the attack was resumed with the tanks in line with the
pl atoons. The tanknen fired their turret guns at every eneny strong point
shifting their fire fromone target to another as they advanced.

The rifle platoons advancing with the tanks in a skirm sh formation
held their fire until within effective range of the targets; then they
opened fire, each platoon using its full fire power.

The tanks were successful in neutralizing the eneny fire. The rifle
pl at oons gai ned fire superiority so that the enemy could not return the
fire and overran the positions in a mninumof tine.

The objective could have been taken sooner had the tanks been with
us in the first attenpt to take the hill. The tank support also m nimzes
the casualties. There were none in the first platoon and two in the
second. The third platoon which was comtted on right of the first in
t he second attack had one casualty.

This particul ar operation has given this conpany confidence in

t anks. "
a. Conbi ned Training is a prerequisite to the success of an infantry-tank
operation. |t cannot be expected that infantry, knowi ng arnor draws eneny fire,

wi Il work successfully with tanks without being fanmliar with them

First Lieutenant LESLIE K. VENSEL, 135th Infantry.



"At ANZI O there was an eneny strong point at house 'Y' . Severa
attenpts had been made to take prisoners fromthis house by infantry
action alone w thout success. The CO decided to use tanks and my pl atoon
bei ng chosen to operate with them | was designated force conmander. W
were to use a platoon of mediumtanks (5 tanks) fromthe 751st Tank
Battalion, 2 of themto act as base of fire, the other 3 carrying four
i nfantrymen on each. Also besides the 12 nmen riding tanks it was deci ded
to send an additional 12 men up a ditch to the left of house 'Y wth the
m ssion of cutting off any eneny attenpt to escape fromthe strong point
and al so of bl ocking any eneny attenpt to reinforce the strong point
during the raid.

No one in the company prior to this time had had any experience with
tanks so we were given a 3-day period to rehearse the operation from
beginning to end. During this period the nmen practiced nmounting and
di smounting tanks at various speeds, and taking position on the back of
the tank - the nost efficient position found was prone. To disnmount the
men did a push up and vaulted off in such a nmanner as to present a m ni mum
sil houette. Chin straps of helmets were cl asped under the chin for it was
found they always fell off in vaulting unless so tied. W picked out an
area that corresponded very nuch with the situation on the |ine and
practiced attacking a sinmulated house 'Y'. The detailed plan was for one
tank carrying ne, a Gernman speaki ng sergeant, and two other men to | ead
the attack and hit the house frontally. The other two attacking tanks
were to nove in colum until they arrived to within 50 yards of the house,
the 2nd tank to right of house and the 3rd to left of house. Men on the
1st tank were to clear the front of the house and the house proper, the
men of the 2nd tank were to clear all area to right and rear of the house,
and the men on the last tank were to clear to left and rear of house.

Al so a squad was to be used as a base of fire to the left of the house in
a ditch to cover our attack, the escape of the enenmy and our withdrawal.
They had with thema 536 radio and a sound power phone with which they had
direct contact with the battalion OP. They were also to fire a red flare
whi ch woul d be a signal for the tanks to withdraw after the patrol had
returned on foot with the prisoners and taken cover. The tanks were to
remain and cover the infantry's withdrawal until the flare was fired.
During this training it was found that M 1ls and tommy-guns were the nost
sui tabl e weapons to use. A bayonet on the M1 nmade it difficult to obtain
a good position on the back of the tank with a traversing turret. Wapons
were held toward the center of the tank to minimze loss in transit. A
tarpaulin froma 2-1/2 ton truck was thrown over the back of the tank to
nmake it easier to stay on. Wthout the tarpaulin, water and grease nade
the nmetal surface too difficult to hold to. On the 3rd and final day of
training the conplete dress rehearsal with all the trinm ngs was made. It
was w tnessed by reginental and battalion comanders who cl ai med that at
that time (norning's first light) the infantry could not be seen on back
of tanks provided they renmai ned notionl ess.

The norning of the attack the squad that was to act as base of fire
noved up under cover of darkness, took up their position to left of the
house, and established comunication with the battalion OP. At 0540B, the
tanks warned up their notors. At the sane tine there was an artillery



b.

preparation to soften the eneny position and cover the noise of our tanks.
Snmoke was also fired to mask eneny observation. At 0550B, the tanks noved
out through friendly wire that had been previously cut by the A &P

[ Ammuni ti on and Pioneer] platoon and over a route that had been swept for
mnes to within 200 yards of the house. Upon raising ny head, just enough
to take a |l ook around, | could see a perfect sem-circle of snoke laid by
our artillery and nortars that hid house 'Y fromview of the eneny |ine.
The 1st tank noved across an anti-personnel mne field detonating severa
of same and cleared a path through a heavy barbed wi re entangl ement that
had been expected in front of the house. Wthin about 50 yards of the
house the tank hit an AT mine which caused it to throw a track and tore
out the transmission, but no personnel were injured. The possibility of
this accident occurring had been expected and plans had been nade
accordingly. The crew of the tank continued firing with 75s and 30s while
we junped off the tank and started | ooking for the eneny. The 2nd and 3rd
tanks came up as planned even though the 2nd tank had becone tenporarily
stuck in a shell hole and a man fell off. This nman, however, recovered
his position on the tank. Fromthe time we got within 100 yards of the
house there was a continual eneny concentration of nmortar fire. The tank
killed one eneny who tried to escape, one of our men killed another with a
hand grenade and six were taken prisoner. They appeared to be conpletely
denoral i zed. undoubtedly because of the noise and fire power of tanks.
VWhen we were certain that all eneny were cleared we gave the signal for
the patrol to withdraw with the prisoners. Wen they reached the ditch
300 yards fromthe house the squad acting as base of fire gave the signa
for the tanks to withdraw. The crew of the tank which was di sabled by the
mne got in the other tanks and Lt. LINGLE, the tank platoon commuander,
destroyed the disabled tank with thermte grenades and then w t hdrew.

When the patrol got in the cover of the ditch the squad acting as base of
fire was withdrawn. During the entire operation this squad kept up
constant comuni cation with battalion giving thema word by word
description of the assault. The entire operation fromthe time we |eft
and the tanks noved through our front line until the red signal for tanks
to withdraw was given took 11 minutes. Speed, we felt sure, was one of
the main factors in making this a successful raid and which could only
have been obtai ned through careful rehearsal. |In undertaking this
operation the first thing we though of was that the tanks would draw a | ot
of fire and that we, riding on the backs, would have no chance. Wile
that feeling was never conpletely overcone, increased confidence in each
ot her came as our association grew "

[ Tank-Infantry vs Infantry Tank.] It nust be definitely understood

whet her a contenplated action is to be undertaken with infantry supported by
tanks or with tanks supported by infantry. |In general, terrain will dictate the

answer .

However, in certain instances the strength of eneny positions will be

the criterion - an outstandi ng exanple of which is quoted bel ow

Extract, Journal, ACof S, G3, 34th Infantry Division



"Initially the 756th Tank Battalion was ordered to support the 168th
Infantry's attack to cross the RAPIDO Ri ver at dawn on 27 January. Little
was gai ned and at dawn 29 January the 2nd Battalion, 168th Infantry was
conmitted to support an attack by the 756th Tank Battalion. Engineers
finally prepared a suitable crossing at 1600B to all ow the mass of tanks
to roll across the river, through the mnefields to the foot of the hills
where the infantry passed through, the tanks renaining in support
positions."

Li eutenant Col onel JOHN L. POAERS, 168th Infantry.

"The norning of January 25th, the Battalion CO and Battalion S-3
reported to regi nental headquarters and received orders to nove the
battalion to the vicinity of MC 893237. The battalion closed in the new
area at 260500 January At 1500 hours the Battalion CO received the
regi mental attack orders as follows: 3rd Battalion to attack on the
right, 1st Battalion on the left with 2nd Battalion in reserve. LD [Line
of Departure] - RAPIDO River. Tine 270700 January 1944. (Cbjective - Hill
213. The 2nd Battalion was to occupy present 3rd Battalion assenbly area
vicinity MC 890235, when that area was vacated

At 270600 January the battalion noved and cl osed i n new assenbly
area MC 890235 at 0700 hours. Battalion COreported to reginental forward
CP at 0630 hours, where he was informed that the battalion was to be
prepared to nmove to new area vicinity 874235. The attack junped off on
time at 0700 hours and both 1st and 3rd Battalions ran into heavy smal
arnms fire and intense nortar and artillery fire. Both battalions also
encountered el aborate AP nine fields. Casualties were heavy, and the
attack was stopped about 200 yards west of the Rapido River.

Patrols were sent out with the mi ssion of reconnoitering approaches
to the RAPIDO River and al so the crossing sites used by the 1st and 3rd
Battalions. Additional patrols contacted conpani es and command posts of
the assault battalions to determine their |locations, and al so | ocations of
known mine areas. At 1730 hours, the Battalion noved by infiltration to
an assenbly area vicinity MC 874235, closing in at 2030 hours.

Orders were received that the 2nd Battalion would attack with tanks
290730 January. Order of attack of the battalion to be a colum of
conpanies E, F, G Conpany H was to deliver overhead nachi ne gun, and
also to give supporting nortar fire frompositions at 872238. Patrols
were sent to Conpanies "A' and "B" to determine their |ocations.

At 290530 January, the forward CP noved to MC 865240. At 0645 hours
Conpany "E" left its assenbly area and crossed the LD at 0730 hours. At
0925 hours Conpany "E" had two pl atoons across the river which were pinned
down by heavy machine gun fire fromthe vicinity of the cemetery (MC
855242). One light and three nediumtanks had been able to get across the
river, but at the tinme were unable to assist in the novenent of Conpany
"E'. Mortar fire on the cenetery was called for by the CO of Conpany "E".
By 1130 hours, Company "E" had three platoons across the river.

At 1730 hours, the tanks began their crossing in nmass and foll owed
cl osely behind the assaulting el enents, Conpany "E' started noving toward
Hll 213. It was necessary to followin the tanks' tracks since the



entire area being passed through was heavily mned. The troops received
very little eneny machine gun fire, since for the eneny to fire would nean
di sclosing his position to the tanks. By 1840 hours, Conpany "E' was at
the base of Hill 213, closely foll owed by Conpanies "F' and "G'. At 1930
hours, Company "E" was reported on the objective, and at 2300 hours two
conpani es were consolidating their positions.

In the early norning hours of the 30th, counterattacks were beaten
off. These attacks were principally from Germans trapped and encircled by
the rapidly advancing troops. Many prisoners were taken and nuch
equi prent and anmunition captured. Patrols were sent out to nmake contact
with units on our left and right. The patrol that went to Hll 56 to
contact the 1st Battalion went to the top and found wire entangl ements and
vacated eneny positions. At 1345 hours, the 3rd Battalion was reported to
have occupied to town of CAIRA, and 1st Battalion was consolidating on
Hill 56 to protect the left flank of the reginent.

The above is strictly a factual account of orders received, action
taken, and results achieved.

For a nore conplete picture of the action reported above
consi derabl e el aboration of the facts stated in the report is required.
shal | el aborate upon them based on ny observation of the action as the
battal i on commander of the infantry battalion concerned.

First of all, a description of the eneny defensive position is
essential. The first obstacle to overconme was the RAPIDO River, a swft
flowi ng stream which was fordable by infantry at nost points, but which
was definitely an anti-tank obstacle. Wst of the RAPIDO River anti-
personnel mine fields paralleled the river to a depth of 300 yards. From
the RAPIDO River to the base of Hill 213 lay an absolutely flat plain from
which all vegetation had been renoved in order to provide a perfect field
of fire for the numerous nmachi ne guns enplaced in portable steel pillboxes

and el aborately prepared bunkers at the base of the hill. There were a
few buildings on this plain. Mst of them contained SP guns, anti-tank
guns, or machi ne guns. About 100 yards fromthe base of the hill there

was a continuous band of high barbed wire approximately fifteen yards in
depth. Just beyond the pill boxes a barrier constructed of brush and trees
apparently cleared fromthe hill itself forned a dead abatis. Just bel ow
the mlitary crest of the hill a band of double apron wire protected a

i ne of individual foxholes which had overhead cover. Each foxhole had a
smal |l sign sunk in the ground beside it. Sonme of the nunbers | recal

were G 23, G24, and G25. On the crest of the hill was another band of

doubl e apron wire. On the west slope of the hill were nunerous dugouts,
apparently used for sleeping quarters for the garrison
The first lesson | |earned fromthe operation was the necessity of

adequat e engi neer support for tanks in an action of this kind. Attenpts
were made by the tanks to get across the river by their own neans. At one
poi nt over one thousand 75mm HE shells were fired point blank by various
tanks in an attenpt to break down the far bank sufficiently to forma
ranp. This was unsuccessful. The final crossing was at |ast prepared by
i mproving an old ford with rocks dunped in the stream This work was done
by the 235th Engi neers under heavy artillery and snmall arns.



As | see it, there were three main functions performed by the tanks
of the 756th Tank Battalion. The first was to provide a passageway
t hrough the anti-personnel mne fields by driving through them and
expl oding the AP mines. The infantry could follow the tank tracks w thout
setting off nmore mines. The Gernans had apparently placed considerable
confidence in the RAPIDO as an anti-tank obstacle and while some anti-tank
nm nes were encountered and sone tanks disabled, many of the tanks which
succeeded in reaching the river, crossing it under artillery fire, and
escaped boggi ng down in the marshy ground, al so succeeded in reaching the
base of Hill 213. The second main function of the tanks was to get the
infantry through the high barbed wire. The third and probably npst
i mportant was to scare 'hell' out of the Gernman nachine gunners to such an
extent they fired little for fear of catching a 75nm shell at point bl ank
range. The infantry in turn aided the tanks by giving them protection
agai nst SP guns and AT guns. Once an SP was definitely |ocated and foot
troops moved in on it it did not stay long in that locality.

As a result of the conbined infantry-tank action, Conpany "E' was
starting up the hill just as it became dark. Conpany "E' was foll owed
cl osely by Company "F'. Conpany "1" followed Conmpany "F' with a conmand
group of fourteen officers and men. By that tinme Jerry was well zeroed on
the crossing and was placing considerable artillery fire on the flat

ground at the base of the hill. O the fourteen of us in the command
group, five of us reached the hill. Company "G', the reserve conpany,

foll owed the command group. By mdnight, we had the hill pretty well
organi zed al though there were still quite a nunber of Germans still within

t heir bunkers and holes within the position. About an hour before
daylight the Jerries started com ng out of their holes, throw ng hand
grenades, and doing sone firing, and for the next two or three hours we
were pretty busy rounding themup. Shortly after daylight the tanks
knocked out one or two SP guns which were in buildings on the plain behind
us. Wile those things were going on Jerry added to the genera
festivities by dropping plenty of artillery fire on the plain behind us -
apparently directed at the numerous disabled tanks spread out on it. The
live tanks were huddl ed up at the base of the hill where he couldn't quite
get at them However, he did drop considerable nortar fire on the crest
and east slope of the hill.

Conmuni cations to the rear were quite difficult. Between friendly
tanks and eneny artillery, wire just didn't stay in. The 511 radios did
not function after their "dunking” in the RAPIDO The two artillery
radi os were |ying sonmewhere out on the plain together with their operators
or the bodies of their operators. For several hours the only means of
conmuni cating to the rear was the 81 nortar platoon | eader's SCR195 to his
guns. Messages were relayed fromthe nortar position by sound power phone
to Conpany "H' CP and fromthere by tel ephone to battalion rear CP or
regiment. A good part of the time the wire frombattalion rear to
regi ment was out. Wen this was so, the SCR 510 was used to conmuni cate
with reginent.

That afternoon, |ight tanks crossed the river carrying gas and
amunition for the mediuns. Jerry still had the crossing covered with an
AT gun sone place down to the south of HiIl 213. Two light tanks went up



in flames in about 30 seconds. Thanks to the SCR 195 we had the crossing
snoked by our 81 nortars in about three m nutes.

The i nmportance of communicati on between [infantry and] the
supporting tank unit cannot be over stressed. |In this particular action a
[iaison officer equipped with an SCR 510 reported to me fromthe tank
battalion. Wen | noved out between the assault and reserve conpanies |
left himat the battalion rear CP with ny S-3 for two reasons - one, to
hol d down the size of the command group and to nmake sure he and his radio
had a fair chance of continuing to remain operational. secondly, | had
al ready provided nyself with my SCR 511, the nmortar SCR 195, two artillery
SCR 610s and two wire teans laying 130 wire followed by 110 wire. 1In this
way | felt | had a chance of naintaining some kind of communication with
the rear. Direct command |iai son between nyself and the tank battalion
conmander was al so enpl oyed for he parked his conmand tank about 50 yards

frommy CP on the base of Hill 213. Direct contact between platoon and
conpany conmmanders and i ndividual tank and tank unit commanders was al so
enpl oyed.

C. [ The Tank Destroyer.] In teamoperations the tank destroyer shoul d

have as its primary mssion - support of the tanks. Because of the assigned
primary mssion it is equally fallacious for the tank destroyers to assune they
cannot act in other roles as it is for the infantry conmander to disregard the
primary mission entirely. |If in an operation one element of the teamis absent
or is forced to withdraw, the brunt of eneny pressure nust be taken up by the
other elenents regardless of primary role. In the LANUVIO action the 191st Tank
Battalion and 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion were attached to the Division. The
191st Tank Battalion having lost nost of its officers and experienced tank crews
in a previous action were unable to function rendering the 894th Tank Destroyer
Battalion and the 34th Caval ry Reconnai ssance Troops the only avail able forces
in a situation demandi ng heavy arnor.

Extracts, Journal, ACof S, G 3, 34th Infantry D vision

"On the evening of 27 May orders were issued to the 34th Cavalry
Reconnai ssance Troop to cover the Division's left flank and to devel op
eneny resistance in a gap which appeared during the day 27 May between the
left flank and the 45th Infantry Division. Wile not able to advance
during the day 28 May over terrain absolutely devoid of cover the Troop
did carry out its security mssion, exposed, and in the face of very heavy
eneny sel f-propelled, anti-tank and artillery fire.

Wth all infantry elenents of the Division very heavily engaged and
unabl e to nake any gai n agai nst the stubborn defense of the eneny it
became readily apparent that arnored support was vitally necessary. In

t he absence of sufficient heavy arnor the Troop was ordered to support the
attack of the 3rd Battalion, 133rd Infantry early 29 May. Well aware of
its vulnerability, it nmoved ahead of the infantry and succeeded in
destroying four to six eneny machine guns and inflicted an estimated fifty
casualties in killed and captured. 1It, further, led the infantry
battalion to its objective and was, thus, responsible for the only
substanti al advance made in two days.



On 30 May, the Troop was assenbled on the left flank as security and
al so as a reserve for counterattack purposes.

The afternoon of 31 May saw the Troop again ordered to |lead the 3rd
Battalion, 133rd Infantry in an assault in the sane general area as on 29
May. Proceeding in the face of observed direct fire of five heavy eneny
sel f-propelled guns the Troop enabled the infantry to nove forward and
improve its positions and to hold the ground gai ned. Notwi thstanding
al nost four days of continuous action, the 34th Caval ry Reconnai ssance
Troop was directly responsible for the only material gain nade across the
Division front 30 and 31 May."

"The LANWVI O action holds particular interest in that in the absence
of tanks, and in a situation demandi ng heavy arnor, the 894th Tank
Destroyer Battalion was enployed in a tank role. The success with which
the 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion played its part aided nmaterially in the
capture of the Division objective.

Continually disposed in the front |lines as cl ose support of the
infantry, the battalion undertook many small unit operations conpletely
foreign to its normal role. In the initial assault on VILLA CROCETTA, My
29, one platoon of Conpany "C' criss-crossed an eneny zig-zag trench
systemfiring its machine guns down the trench killing an estinmated 80
eneny for the loss of one M 10 tank destroyer with crew. El enents of
Conmpany "A" on June 1 noved forward of the front I[ines on the left flank
of the Division and there placed direct fire on eneny guns, observation
posts and other installations. On June 3, Company "B", disposed along a
[ine with approxi mately 40 yards between M 10 tank destroyers, carried the
advance el enents of the 133rd Infantry on the destroyers to the regimenta
obj ective. The Reconnai ssance Conpany was enployed during the entire
action on the right flank in the gap between the 34th Infantry Division
and the 36th Infantry Division, and by constant patrolling, often
di smount ed, prevented infiltration of enenmy groups active in that
vicinity."

"Early July 4 the 804th TD Battalion was disposed to block all roads
| eadi ng south into the Sol vay Factory area while the Reconnai ssance
Conpany, 776th TD Battalion blocked to the north and northeast on the
right flank. Both battalions, operating first one then the other, with
the 34th Caval ry Reconnai ssance Troop in support, covered a front of sone
3 kilometers. The road nets, particularly in the 804th TD Battalion
sector were effectively bl ocked by extensive denolitions which
necessitated operation on foot to acconplish the mssion of protecting the
fl anks of the division."



LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER |V - ENG NEER OPERATI ONS

In ltaly, a country criss-crossed with streans, nountains, dry washes and
mar shl and, the solution to the problem of noving a division nore than ever
depends on the engineer's ability and his resources. Over such difficult
terrain two distinct mssions of divisional engineers must be recognized - (1)

Cl ose support entailing reconnai ssance, mne clearing and demolitions in the
assault and (2) Mintenance and devel opment of conmunications entailing road
repairing and bridging. |In the attack bad weather at tines has forced division
engineers to the latter mission entirely leaving the former to be carried by the
al ready over-burdened infantry.

Maj or CARL J. SCHI EFERSTEI N, Executive O ficer, 109th Engi neer Battalion

"Bridgi ng.

a. It has becone increasingly apparent that bridging
operations by divisional engineers should be kept to a m ni num
When bridgi ng operations are necessary, the divisional engineers
shoul d prepare approaches and exits but the actual bridge
construction should be done by special bridging units, thus |eaving
t he divisional engineers for supporting the advance of the division

b. Di vi si onal engi neers shoul d choose by-pass sites so that
the by-pass will not hinder future bridging operations of higher
echel on engi neers

C. It has been found that heavy portable culverts

constructed in a rear area and then hauled to the crossing site and
then laid in place by the use of the M2 tank retriever is a very
sati sfactory method of making a crossing under direct eneny
observation. The type culverts used were 4 feet 6 inches wide, 6
feet high and 14 feet l[ong consisting of four bents of 8 inch
timbers and floored with 3 inch planks. It is possible to lay these
culverts side by side to obtain any desired |l ength crossing. This
type of crossing was used at Cassi no.

Roads.

a. Traffic circulation is very inportant and it has been
found in Italy where there are many one-way roads that two one-way
roads with proper traffic control is just as good as a two-way road.

b. The old maxi mof 'drain off the water and throw on the
rock' has been reaffirmed but it has been found that the entire road
surface nmust be rocked and not just the ruts and pit[sic] holes.

Al so, by-passes should be rocked.

C. Roads must be marked clearly by the use of signs such as

nm ne cl eared signs, directional signs and town signs.

Conmmuni cati ons.



a.

a. It has been found that the 284 radio is not too
sati sfactory for engi neer operations as the range is not great
enough. Also they are not too dependable and it has al ways been the
policy of this battalion to use both radio and field nmessages in
sendi ng a nessage.

M scel | aneous.

a. In a static situation whereby mne fields are used in a
defensive position it is necessary that infantry security parties be
obt ai ned for engineer working parties. On the ANZI O Beachhead it
was found that it was necessary to obtain both security and carrying
parties fromthe infantry as the anmount of work was so great that
engi neer personnel al one could not have acconplished the work in the
allotted tine.

b. The bull -dozer is a val uable piece of equi pnent and
great care nmust be exercised in the use and mmi ntenance of it.

Spare parts should be nmade avail abl e by hi gher headquarters so that
in case of damage to the bull-dozer it can be readily repaired.

Each conpany shoul d have at |east three good bull-dozer operators so
that the bull-dozer can be worked constantly.

C. By- passes shoul d never be constructed without culverts.
It is much nore difficult to put a culvert in a by-pass that has
been washed out than it is to put one in originally."

[Divisional Engineer Operations.] Wile no startlingly new nethods

of engi neer procedure were evolved during the canpaign many difficult problens
presented thensel ves The solution to the follow ng enabled the 34th Infantry
Division to enploy arnmor with a mni num exposure to AT fire in CASSI NO w t hout
whi ch the position gained in the town could not have been hel d.

CASSI NO

Li eut enant Col onel ROBERT E. COFFEY, Conmandi ng, 109t h Engi neer Battalion

"During the nonth of February we were confronted with the probl em of
maki ng a level crossing for tanks in the town of CASSINO The nor mal
denolition method could not be used because tanks using the by-pass woul d
be subjected to close range anti-tank fire.

The Problem To construct a Cass '30" bridge across a drai nage
ditch 15 feet wide and 6 feet deep. The bridge site was under observation
and subject to all types of fire i.e., small arns, nortar and artillery.
The original crossing was a concrete slab supported by five reinforced
concrete stringers. About six feet of the original slab was usable, in
spite of the eneny denmplition which had cut all except six feet of the
sl ab on the near bank.

The Solution: To construct the bridge in sections in a rear area
and nove the sections to the site by truck and tank wecker. Bridge
section plans and construction were conpl eted during daylight hours and
the sections were enplaced under cover of darkness. The actual bridging
operation was conpleted in tw hours after the sections were delivered to
the assenbly area one-half nile fromthe site. Cover for operating



personnel by old slab bridge and the only casualty was one sol di er who
suffered a slight flesh wound. The wooden structure was pl aced al ongsi de
the slab bridge making a total usable width of 19 feet. Flooring was

pl aced on the bottom of the section to insure adequate bearing."

b. Infantry A & P Platoons. In Italy the A & P [Amunition and Pioneer]
Pl at oons have had to undertake engi neer operations to maintain the reginent in
t he advance. From observations nade it is believed that a soldier can be

thoroughly trained as an infantryman or as an engi neer but not both.

First Lieutenant RVIN A. BEYL, 135th Infantry.

Second Li eutenant WAYNE E. SHUMAN, 135th Infantry.

Staff Sergeant KENNETH F. McARDLE, 135th Infantry.
Sergeant JAMES H. LEET, 135th Infantry.

Technician Fifth Gade ALBERT J. FRANCHI, 135th Infantry.

"Wth the A & P section it is the same old story - attenpting to do
too much with too little. Wth regards to this one of our greatest
difficulties arises when the situation call for man-power specially
trained. To be nore specific: After crossing the VOLTURNO Ri ver the
third time, our battalion had trouble with a mne field, one of the
| argest we have ever contacted. Naturally, the cry went up, 'where the
hell's the A & P section?

At that time we were terribly handi capped. CQut of 19 men only three
were sufficiently trained to tackle the job. Sonme of the nen had been
trai ned previously but they had | ong been | eft behind. W cleared that
field; took our training right there, too! W were fortunate that tine.

O her sections having the sane trouble were not so fortunate, tine and
lives were lost. The point is this: Replacenents unskilled, untrained for
such technical and dangerous work, should not be assigned to such work."

First Lieutenant JEROVE L. FLUSTER, 133rd Infantry.

"One of the things | have learned in actual conbat is that the
m nesweeper is relatively ineffective crossing fields at night. The only
safe and positive way is to probe and feel with the bare armand hand. To
do this requires little technical skill, but it does require some practice
and a great deal of patience. Line conpanies should have special nenbers
of each rifle platoon taught to do this.

It is extrenely costly to use paths through mne fields if there is
any other possible route to reach your objective. It is inmpossible to
deploy in case of a fire fight or an artillery or nortar barrage. Anyone
caught in a mne field during a fire fight or barrage is stuck there,
exposed and hel pless, until the firing is lifted."

Sergeant CLARENCE L. RUSSIEN, 133rd Infantry.
"Sonme of ny experiences in actual conbat are that nen or patrols or

anyone who finds mnes or mne fields should give a nore detail ed report
of their findings. M nmen and | at tines have gone on details to clear



m nes and mne fields that have never been there. This happens because
someone sees tin cans or bottles and have not taken time to investigate

bef ore sending their report.
Anot her thing is that | don't think we get adequate protection for

our work under eneny fire. At tinmes we have had to be our own protection
armed only with carbines and trying to use a mne detector at the sane
time. | think we should have at |east one BAR and 2 riflenen. This would
give protection for our mne squad in front of our troops."



LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER V - Sl GNAL OPERATI ONS

1. This subject will be subdivided into three sections. These are
nessage center, wire, and radi o conmuni cati ons and are further subdivided to
bring out specific | essons |earned by the various divisional conponents.

a. Message Center. Signal conpany operations were patterned quite closely
after principles set forth in Basic Field Manual 24-5, 'Signal Comrunication'.
No particular problens were encountered and the successful operations can best
be expl ai ned by enunerating the specific things that becane SOP as operations

pr oceeded.

First Lieutenant JOHN A. DUNSCOVBE, 34th Signal Conpany.

"Al'l new replacenents were trained first as foot nessengers and
not or nessengers even though they were later to becone code or counter
clerks. This has resulted in the technicians and non-cons know ng nore of
t he basi c messenger routine.”

Warrant OFficer (JG HAROLD P. KNUTSEN, 34th Signal Company.

"Constant changing of relief drivers on notor nessenger runs
resulted in all drivers knowi ng unit |ocations for next schedul ed or
special runs. Qur nessengers have always watched cl osely for any troop
nmovenments and are instructed to stop and nake inquiries of headquarters
along their routes. This information is reported to the nessage center
chief upon return. This nethod has kept our nmessage center better posted
on locations than was possible if they depended upon staff sections or
| ower units to report."

Li eutenant Col onel STANLEY L. BURGHARDT, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Di vi si on.

"During periods of combat, priority and urgent nmessages were
delivered i mediately upon receipt. Routine traffic was delivered every
hour on the hour. Wen not in conbat priority and urgent traffic was
delivered i mediately upon receipt but routine traffic was delivered every
hour on the hour from 0600 to 2000 hours. Oiginally we kept all nessage
center records for a period of seven days. This has now been increased to
thirty days as several messages, particularly of an adm nistrative nature,
had to be traced after the seven day period.

The encoding of all messages is checked for correctness. Urgent
nessages are passed to transmtting agency and then checked. Priority and
routi ne nmessages are checked even before transm ssion starts. This causes
a slight delay in the individual nessage but has saved nuch tine on the
total of encoded traffic. Al cryptographic errors that cone to our



attention are called to the attention of the one naking the m stake as
soon as possi bl e.

No ot her communi cati on agency makes the usage of Signal Operation
Instructions that nmessage center does. The Division Message Center keeps
current S.OP.s of all units with which concerned. The nessage center
of ficer checks constantly to see that the current and only the current
itenms are in use. Al superseded itens and expired codes and ot her
cryptographi ¢ equi prment are pronptly destroyed and reports rendered."

Captain LLOYD W REISER, 34th Division Artillery.

"Division Artillery reports no departure from normal procedures in
the operation of their nmessage center and nmessenger personnel. Due to the
i nadequat e personnel being allotted on the T/O for sustained operation
all units have trained radi o operators as code clerks. This has hel ped
consi derably. "

Captain WLLIAMD. PASKE, 133rd Infantry.

"Al'l infantry regiments have placed much inportance on the training
of good foot nessengers, particularly on the battalion and conmpany | evel.
These runners have been given training in conpass readi ng and on reporting
what they see. All infantry units have used and placed much confidence in
their runners.”

First Lieutenant EDGAR T. ADLER, 135th Infantry.

"Qur unit has attached a 1/4 ton C & R and two notor messengers to
each battalion in the reginent. These nessengers carry the traffic to
their respective units."

Li eut enant Col onel STANLEY L. BURGHARDT, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Di vi si on.

"The AFCODE supplied by higher headquarters for use within the
division is distributed to conpany and battery |level of all assigned
units. The signal officer reproduces a code sinmlar to digraph for al
attached tank, tank destroyer or other attached units. This is allowed to
be distributed down to whatever |evel the individual unit desires.
Conpromnmi se of this code will in no way affect the Division AFCODE. The
Di vi sion command net uses a reproduced code not held by any other unit.

Li kewise a sinilar code is prepared for the exclusive use of the
reconnai ssance troop. Slight alterations were nade in the vocabul ari es of
all these codes to include words nore applicable to the operations.™

First Lieutenant ROBERT J. CORRE, 34th Signal Comnpany.

“I'n rapid noving situations much use is made of AFCODE. Wen the
front is stable and novenent slow such as at CASSI NO and ANZI O, we pl ace



very little trust in the security value of AFCODE and resort al nost
entirely on the M 209."

b. Radi o Communi cation. The signal conpany operated in four nets. These
were the Corps net, Division comand net 'A" which conprised the infantry
regiments and division artillery, D vision command net 'B which covered
attached units, and liaison net. The |liaison net was conprised of stations at
each infantry regiment, flanking divisions and the Commandi ng General. All nets
functioned well from an operation standpoint. However, the fact that wire
comuni cation was virtually always '"in' resulted in very little traffic being
passed by wire. The Division liaison net was very active at all tines and
passed a large quantity of traffic of informative val ue.

Li eut enant Col onel STANLEY L. BURGHARDT, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Di vi si on.

"Quite frequently, notable on the ANZI O Beachhead, an SCR-193 radio
can be used satisfactorily on the Corps command net. A single SCR-399 is
sufficient for the signal conpany. The radio Iink to Corps proved
val uabl e, especially during very rapid operations when Corps could not
keep wire communications in. |In one day the Division Command Post noved
froma point slightly north of ROVE into Cl VI TAVECCH A, a distance of
forty-one mles. On this day conmunications to Corps were maintai ned by a
Division wire line plus Corps radio. CQur forward conmand group were in
the habit of making | ong noves without the Corps radio link. Wen these
noves becane so long that wire contact was lost it became necessary that
the Corps radio |link acconpany them al so.

The Division command net "A" and |liaison net resulted in a
duplication of sets and personnel at all infantry reginents. The traffic
| oad of both nets could well be handled by a single net. These nets have
now been conbi ned, personnel increased in nunber and ability, duplication
el i m nat ed.

Al'l radio operators have been given concentrated training in the use
of Ci pher Device M 209 and AFCODE. The conbined net will handle al
Crypt ographi c and nmessage center duties to include delivering traffic

directly to Staff sections. This will elimnate the inevitable 'nessage
center' delay. Al traffic will be filed with the unit nmessage center at
the end of each twenty-four hour period. The teans will be conposed of

four operators each at out stations. At the Division RCSit is conposed
of additional nessage center and cryptographic personnel

Oiginally SCR-193 radios nounted in 3/4 ton vehicles were attached
to the infantry reginments. Wen the forward command post is initially
est abl i shed generally nothing |arger than a 1/4 ton vehicle is taken
forward. As a result when wire did fail and radi o conmuni cati on was
needed, only the rear command post could be reached. The reginental sets
have been installed in 1/4 ton vehicles and now travel directly with the
S-2 / S-3 sections, giving us the desired energency conmuni cati on when
wire fails.

Staff officers continue to be quite unaware of the capabilities and
[imtations of radio conmunication and equal ly ignorant regarding



security. Virtually all security breaches are made by officers and in
many cases over the advice of radio operators. It is believed that two
procedures would correct the above failings. First all officers should
receive nore training of the subject before comng into action. This
shoul d be live and practical training and not theory or a |lecture.
Secondly by Command Action they should be nmade to use the radi o during
training periods and at regular intervals so that when the energency arose
they woul d be prepared. This should be followed up closely by

di sciplinary action for security breaches."

First Lieutenant ROBERT J. CORRE, 34th Signal Comnpany.

"Di vision conmand net "B" is not normally operated except when wire
fails or the rear echelon is out of range of field wire. A notable use
of this net was fromthe ANZI O Beachhead to the NAPLES area. Two SCR-193s
were used with 'flat-top' antennas. An average of ten nessages were
handl ed over this net per day, for a period in excess of two nonths. The
only ot her method of conmmunication was a 'water nessenger' requiring
three days to nake the round trip. The net was continued during the
breakout fromthe Beachhead and actually functioned well between ROVE and
NAPLES, a distance far in excess on the sets normal ratings."

Captain LLOYD W REISER, 34th Division Artillery.

"Division Artillery report the necessity for keeping radio sets SCR-
284 somewhat renoved from gun positions as concussion breaks certain tubes
used in this set.

A radio relay system has been devel oped and operators given training
in relaying on the FMvoice sets. |n nountainous terrain nmuch relaying
has had to be done.

VWen a forward observer is unable to carry his SCR-609/610 due to
terrain or other limting difficulties, he uses an SCR-536 to contact his
base set. Fromthere it is relayed to the fire direction center."

Captain WLLIAM D. PASKE, 133rd Infantry.

"The infantry is making maxi num use of the SCR-300s. All attached
tank, tank destroyer, chemical battalion or other supporting troops nust

be equi pped with their own SCR-300s for infantry support. The infantry
T/ E dues not allow sets being supplied by them™

First Lieutenant EDGAR T. ADLER, 135th Infantry.

"The SCR-300s have worked excellently between tanks and infantry.
The SCR-509 furnished by the tank battalions to the infantry is too heavy
and have not worked out well. One reginment operated an SCR-300 net
conposed of infantry, tanks, and a Cub plane for observation. Results
wer e good.

In ny regiment three of the SCR-536s in the heavy weapons conpany
are each on a different frequency (that of a rifle conpany). Thus when a



machi ne gun platoon is attached to support any one conpany, it draws the
SCR-536 to work with that conpany. This insures much closer support. The
other three SCR-536s of the heavy weapons conpany are used by the nortar
sections. "

Sergeant M CHAEL S. KELEMEN, 133rd Infantry.

"A 536 to the heavy nachine gun platoon is very good because there
wi || be comunication with the advancing assault platoon or by COto tel
t he machi ne gun pl atoon officer, when to give support fire or cease fire
as the situation may call for. This conmpany used this systemin the
attack from CECINA to the ARNO River, and found that we had better control
over our attached weapons. Consequently, we were able to get theminto
action from5 mnutes to 30 nm nutes sooner than any tine previously.

Captain WVALTER W BROOKS, 168th Infantry.

"The conmmon SCR- 300 channel for all anti-tank conpani es has worked
wi thout difficulty. However, each regiment should have five channels.
Quite frequently all three battalions are conmitted, the cannon conpany
nmust have a separate one and all reginments are using the SCR-300 for an
additional command net [|ink."

Li eut enant Col onel STANLEY L. BURGHARDT, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Di vi si on.

"The infantry regiments much prefer the use of the SCR-300 to the
SCR-284 for the reginental command net. It has given excellent range and
its light weight makes it nuch easier to transport, especially in
nmount ai nous terrain. Where distance or intervening terrain nmakes the SCR-
300 inoperative, the SCR 284 has been used and results have been
sati sfactory. The 284 is used consistently between regi nent and service
conpany.

Many instances were brought up indicating enenmy shelling due to
direction finding equi prent used on our radio transmtters. In every
single case investigated it was found that the cause was not D.F. Conmnopn
causes were:

(a) Vi sual sight of the operator, antenna, or troop
concentrati on.

(b) Location near a worthwhile target as a gun position or
promi nent crossroad.

(c) Transmission in the clear of friendly | ocations or
movenents. "

Techni cal Sergeant EDWARD LA PO NTE, 135th Infantry.

"Wre and radi o nen are hanpered greatly when carrying the
authorized M1 rifle. It is reconmended that carbines and pistols be
i ssued as substitutes. Also the use of a nmussette bag instead of the ful



field pack would aid the conmuni cati ons nen who usual |y have nore
equi prent to carry than the riflenen.”

C. Wre Conmuni cation. The signal conpany followed basic principles for
Wi re comunication. However, it was |earned that w dely varying practices had
to be adopted dependi ng upon the terrain, rate of novement, number of units
bei ng served and the road network. This resulted in the necessity for the
devel opnent of a very flexible and aggressive organi zation. The need for very
cl ose cooperation between wire construction men and sw tchboard operators was
recogni zed at an early date. The Italian canpaignh to date has offered us four
di stinct types of wire prograns. These will be handl ed by phases and the
probl ens described and then the nethod used to solve each will be explained. 1In
all cases good wire conmmuni cation resulted, although our methods were quite
different in each.

Li eut enant Col onel STANLEY L. BURGHARDT, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Di vi si on

"Fromthe point where the Division was first commtted south of
BENEVENTO, through three crossings of the VOLTURNO River and on up to
COLLI there were few good roads. Usually not nore than one good road was
found in the entire Division area. Oten this was supplenmented by trails
and engi neer built roads. Because of nountainous terrain and all ground
except roads being a mire of mud (from heavy rainfalls) wire |aying becane
very roadbound. M nes were encountered in great quantity and were usually
cleared only fromthe MSBR It is estimated that 90% of the wire
construction was confined to the roadside.

VWhen the situation was slow noving all |ines were overheaded
whenever possible. This mininized trouble fromvehicular traffic, road
repair work, short circuits or line |osses due to heavy rains. Wen tine
permitted the original installation was overheaded as laid but when tine
did not allowthis practice it was overheaded at first opportunity.

Only wire W110B was used by the construction platoon. This type
wire properly constructed and used with repeaters EE-89 gave sufficient
range for every problemthat was encountered. On many occasions |ines
fromtwenty to twenty-six mles long were made to tal k satisfactorily.
The use of Spiral four or long range field wire, especially in heavily
shell ed areas is considered not practical because of the difficulty of
splicing as conpared to W110B.

The 1/4 ton vehicle was used to lay virtually all the wire during
this phase. It was the only vehicle that could operate on the highly
congested and narrow roads w thout causing traffic tie-ups, confusion and
accidents. Many narrow roads were nmade one way except for 1/4 ton wire
and nessenger vehicles.

Throughout this entire phase it was possible to nmaintain two |ines
to each of the infantry reginents and to Division Artillery. As the
Di vi si on Command Post noved forward the two trunks best |ocated and that
had given the |least trouble were used to connect a rear switch to handl e
service el enents.



The second phase and one which presented different problens was that
from CEPPAGNA t hrough SAN PI ETRO, SAN VI TTORE, CERVARO, and into CAlI RA and
CASSINO. In this sector a good road was available only part way. Mile
trails were converted into peep trails by the engi neers but no vehicle
| arger than a peep could travel these trails. One reginent went right
over a high and rugged nountain range. The only trail here was a second
rate pack nule one. During part of the period the Division had an
addi tional reginent attached to it. The usual nmine fields were
encountered. At the beginning of this phase another Division was relieved
and an attenpt was made to take over the existing wire system

The lines taken over fromthe unit relieved gave much trouble. This
was due in part to their having been on the ground during wet weather for
well over a nonth. Also an excessive nunber of |ines had been installed
along this route and cabl ed together. Troubl e shooting was very sl ow and
difficult. Newlines were installed to our nmmjor subordinate units,
dressed well away fromthe original installations. Fortunately this was
during a sl ow nmoving operation and we were able to dress up and
rehabilitate sone of the original systemfor use of service elements and
attached units.

The 1/4 ton vehicle continued to be the only practical one for wire
laying. Mich wire was |aid across country by hand and gave good service
after being installed. Trouble shooting on foot was slow but the absence
of vehicular traffic served to keep wire failures |ow

Approachi ng CASSINO the infantry positions were separated from
supply echel ons and the Division Conmand Post by a three-mile valley with
the RAPI DO River running through it. There were frequent artillery
concentrations at certain points in the valley. These critical spots were
soon learned and the wire re-routed away fromthemresulted in elininating
much trouble. The re-routing was done on foot using reel RL-27.

Conmuni cation by wire across the valley was very difficult. Five W
110B lines were laid fromthe Division Command Post near CERVARO to an
advance Division switching central located in CAIRA, one and one-half
mles north of CASSINO Each line followed the sanme general route but was
separated five to twenty yards fromthe nearest one of the five. Test
points were installed in three places along these trunks with a wire
chief, trouble peeps and wire personnel at each of the three places. Each
test point maintained wire both ways fromthat point and additiona
troubl e personnel worked fromthe Division Conmand Post and the advance
switch. After the five lines were installed comunication to our advance
switch was lost only once during a period of nearly thirty days. This was
for a period of less than two hours. One test point was |ocated hal fway
bet ween t he Command Post and the advance switch. At this location
repeaters EE-89 were installed and nonitored for correct adjustnment. This
enabl ed the Division Staff to talk to the Reginental Conmand Posts of the
142nd, 135th and 168th Infantries, all three of which were tied into the
CAI RA board. Wre distances of these units averaged twenty mles. After
a period of a week the four npst suitable lines were continued and the
remai ni ng one abandoned. Throughout the entire period three |lines were
kept in nmost of the tine.



First Lieutenant JOHAN BONFORTE, 34th Signal Conpany.

"The advance of one reginment for a period of about ten days and over
a distance of about fifteen niles was followed by a mule equi pped wire
team At places the trail was difficult for even the mules. It was
learned in this instance that these wire lines had to be laid well off the
trails to avoid troubles with the mules' hooves and shelling. On nountain
trails it was found best to construct lines on the high side of the trai
as nost any accident or trouble that devel oped affect the | ower side.
Frequently a nmule would slip fromthe trail or supplies would be dropped.
Naturally the fall would break the wire if it had been installed bel ow. "

Li eut enant Col onel STANLEY L. BURGHARDT, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Di vi si on.

"At the ANZI O Beachhead we were favored with a good road network and
dry weather. Also the hazards fromnine fields were mninzed after the
positions had been occupied for a short period. The Division took over
intact the wire systemof the unit relieved. It was found to be excessive
for our needs and nearly half of the less reliable |Iines were abandoned.
The areas of heavy shelling such as road junctions and gun positions soon
becane apparent to wire personnel and lines were either re-routed or
buried. Some of the forward |ines could not be maintained during daylight
due to eneny observation and fire.

Underground or buried lines were used for the first tine and worked
very well. After a short period grounds devel oped which prohibited their
bei ng si npl exed for tel egraph but they worked very well for tel ephone.

Test points were installed every quarter mle and TM 184 Terminal Strips
used. This greatly facilitated troubl e-shooti ng.

Buri al was acconplished by use of a cable plow borrowed fromthe

Corps signal battalion. It proved a very arduous and time consum ng task
but paid dividends considering the time spent in the positions. All lines
that couldn't be re-routed away fromspecific targets were buried. Only

i mportant tactical lines were buried.

An advance switch was installed about three mles ahead of Division
Conmand Post. During one phase traffic to the two reginents in the |line
was extremely heavy and three lines were installed to each

On the Beachhead eighty percent of wire failure was caused by
shellfire, bonmbs and falling flak. |In one instance all locals at Division
Conmand Post were | ost by an AP bonb landing within a few yards of the
swi t chboard dugout. The | ocals had been buried to within a few feet of
t he switchboard, but were above ground just as the entered the dugout.

The AP bonb scattered sufficiently to get this one small vul nerable spot.
Where burial is needed henceforth it will be conplete.

Duri ng the breakout from ANZI O Beachhead, followed by the pursuit
t hrough ROVE to LEGHORN and PI SA, we were favored with a good road network
and a well defined axis except in one brief instance. Artillery shelling
was nil but vehicular traffic plus tank and tank destroyer novenent
created a hazard to our lines. The chief obstacles were the speed of
noverment required, nmne fields and snipers. During the latter stages wire



supply stocks becane very | ow and nmuch recovery had to be effected even
during operations.

Li ne construction nust be especially good when operating wi th tanks.
Every concei vabl e crossing nust be well overheaded or buried. Burial at
crossi ngs shoul d exceed eight inches to protect the wire fromtanks. All
Wi res nmust be dressed well off the shoulders and preferably up on | edges
and banks.

Wrenen in their desire to construct good |ines often enter nine
fields. Good wirenmen can't be replaced easily and it is best to keep them
away from such practices. The wire can be laid along the mne warning
signs for greater safety, especially in trouble shooting.

From t he Beachhead to Ronme the pace was so rapid that we had to
di scard our SOP of two lines to each regi nent and reduce it to one each
Al so additional use was nade of a forward switching central to tie in
attached units. Division wire personnel laid wire as cl osely behind the
advance conbat units as they could. After |eaving LANUVIO and up to ROMVE
practically no wire was laid within the infantry regi ments and Di vi sion
Artillery.

As the division | eft ROVE and headed north a fourth regi nent [442nd
Infantry] was added. Due to the rate of nobve and the nunber of
subordinate units it was decided that if wire were to be nmaintained at al
it would have to be on a reduced scale and by use of an advance swi tching
central. Wre teans were with each regiment. The signal company
installed two W110B circuits up H ghway #1 twenty mles north of ROVE
The signal conmpany teans with the four reginents were instructed to trave
with the Regi nental Command Post and each tine they set down they were to
tee-splice the Division circuits on highway and extend it into the
regi mental board. By close liaison and instructions two reginents were
kept on each of the two lines. At any spot that a regi nent stopped for
even an hour they had wire comunication to Division. As Division noved
up they would nerely cut a switchboard into the trunks and have
conmuni cati on both ways. At times it became inpossible for Corps to keep
their circuits up to us so we displaced forward using our owmn W110B | i nes
back to our rear Command Post and fromthere into Corps on their own
circuit.

At a point about twenty niles north of ROVE the wire shortage
devel oped and the pace of advance increased. It was decided to lay only
one circuit forward on H ghway #1 At this tinme two regiments were
advanci ng in colum ahead of the Division Command Post and the other two
were | ocated near Division. The two |eading reginments were tee-spliced
onto the single trunk and the nearby reginents were laid to by a D vision
wire team At 0600 hours one norning we were told the that the Division
Conmmand Post would nove fifteen mles that norning. By having
aggressively pushed our wirehead forward along with the tank and TD units
we had twenty-six mles of W110B | aid ahead of us. As it devel oped the
Conmand Post that day noved forty-one mles and right into Cl VI TAVECCH A.
Communi cation was naintained this entire day between Corps, Division
Conmand Post, four infantry regi ments and the advance Divi si on Comrand
Post. Prior to nmoving into ClVITAVECCH A t he advance Divi si on Comand
Post was twenty-six mles fromthe main Command Post. An EE-89 repeated



was installed on this circuit and it talked well. The Deputy Corps
Conmander tal ked over this twenty-six mle Division circuit back to our
mai n Command Post then through Corps circuits to the Corps Commander and
reported the Division's capture of CIVITAVECCH A. After that the advance
group nmoved into town conpleting a forty-one mle nmove for the day,
actually the tine involved was from 0700 in the norning until about 1500
in the afternoon - eight hours. While the town was being cleared, the
Division wire teamconpleted the last fifteen mles and when the
Conmmandi ng CGeneral arrived an EE-8 tel ephone was waiting for himand
conmuni cation was still in to all four reginents.

In constructing this circuit each reginmental teamhad a 1/4 ton and
a 3/4 ton vehicle. These were used to nake the tie-ins. The actua
forty-one nmile circuit was laid by four 1/4 ton peeps fromthe signa
conpany group. The highway was divided into twelve nile sections and each
peep was assigned three mles. The Division wire officer and his
assistant coordinated the joining of the circuits and the tying-in of the
regiments. A wire dunp of twenty-five to fifty mles was kept as near to
the wirehead as possible. The lines were well dressed as laid and very
little trouble devel oped. Trouble shooters were stationed at test points
along the line as well as at both ends. This enabled themto reach any
trouble in a mininumof time. The Division wire officer kept his
reconnai ssance as far forward as possible so that he would be personally
i nforned of nmovement, by-passes or anything that mght alter the wire
pl an.

From CECI NA t hrough LEGHORN and up to PISA the Division had five
infantry regiments, two tank and two tank destroyer battalions. One trunk
was installed and maintained to each of these units in addition to
artillery and service unit comunications. During this period wire supply
becanme critical and recovery was required. During July the signal conpany
recovered 897 mles of W110. The artillery recovered an additional 300
mles."

First Lieutenant JOHN BONFORTE, 34th Signal Conpany.

"I'n taking over lines fromother units they should be re-dressed,
properly tagged, bad sections or W130 repl aced, re-routed away from
target [or] traffic areas.

Wre construction al ong roads has proved highly satisfactory by
conparison to an attenpt to lay it cross country. It is installed and
mai nt ai ned nuch nore rapidly."”

Captain WLLIAM D. PASKE, 133rd Infantry.
"Issue of maps to key wire non-cons and keeping themoriented on the
situation has hel ped very much. Al wire personnel report Conmand Post

changes or locations as rapidly as |earned. Reconnai ssance nust al ways be
nmade wel | ahead of wire laying."

First Lieutenant JOHAN BONFORTE, 34th Signal Conpany.



"By using the sane personnel to maintain a |line that had originally
installed it, the initial work was better inasmuch as the nmen knew it
woul d directly affect the ampunt of work that would follow Using the
same men for a considerable length of tine to maintain a group of circuits
resulted in their beconming very fanmiliar with every weakness and |ikely
trouble point. Thus they could easily locate trouble that did devel op and
they made i nprovenents each tine a case of trouble appeared. After a few
days the circuit becane trouble free."

Captain LLOYD W REISER, 34th Division Artillery.

"Artillery units used very little W130 except for forward
observers. C ose cooperation between Division Artillery and signa
conpany hel ped reduce the nunber of circuits and kept all units better
tied-in. Were a test point is installed by one unit all lines running
past that point up to the capacity of term nal strips should be cut in
Artillery made wi de use of sinplex talking circuits for FDC and thus
elimnated much wire laying."

Captain WALTER W BROOKS, 168th Infantry.

"Infantry reginents preferred to use W110 as nuch as possi ble and
laid W130 only as a last resort. When they noved up on W130 |ines they
repl aced themwith W130 as soon as possible

It is not at all practical for infantry units to recover wire. The
personnel required to install and maintain their systemis far greater
than the nunber allotted on present T/Cs."

First Lieutenant RALPH H. HARADEN, 34th Signal Conpany.

"The use of switching centrals often saves comunication froma
total failure. Mst Staff Oficers do not understand the necessity for or
reason behind the use of these switches. These officers becone quite
di sgusted when two or three boards are in the circuit. However, there are
ti mes when all subordinate units can be tied into a forward board and i f
only a single line remains in to the advance switch all units can be
contacted. It saves greatly on wire construction and facilitates trouble
shooting, testing and mai ntenance to a high degree. It further allows
certain elements to be kept in the wire systemthat couldn't possibly be
kept in otherw se."

Techni ci an Sergeant RALPH J. OLSON, 34th Signal Conpany.
"Repeaters EE-89 were often loaned to artillery for use on |ong
circuits. Repeaters were kept in readiness at all nmjor swtchboards and

were plugged into the circuit to boost calls fromdistant point."

First Lieutenant RALPH H. HARADEN, 34th Signal Conpany.



"Monitoring of circuits reveal ed a trenendous |evel of unnecessary
calls and idle chatter. It is recomended that an officer nonitor
periodically and control conversations of this type by his action or the
action of his commuander."

Technician Fifth G ade ASHER GERECHT, 133rd Infantry.

"We found in the mountain action before CASSINO, in the RAPIDO River
crossings, in the LANWI O action, and at MI. MAGA ORE that the present
battalion swtchboard, BD-71 is unsuitable for battalion fighting
nmoverment. It is nost cunbersome, and easily damaged. It cannot be used
to any good advantage in the nmountains. W have found the Gernman
swi tchboard to be exceptionally well-suited for action, it being far
sinmpler and lighter, one-fifth as heavy, as ours.

First Sergeant CHARLES V. BEEKMAN, 133rd Infantry.

"From experience in carrying the SR-300 radio | have found that the
har ness whi ch supports the set while carrying on the back allows the sharp
under edge of the case to dig into the back of the operator. In order to
keep the set fromshifting and throwi ng the operator off bal ance the
carrying straps nust be made very tight. M conpany has renedied these
faults by nmounting the set on a packboard and securing it by ropes. The
wei ght of the set is carried on the shoul ders as before but the canvas of
the inside of the board distributes the load to the back and the bal ance
of the operator is nore easily naintained. This is especially inportant
i n nountainous terrain."

First Lieutenant JACK W PARRI SH, 133rd Infantry.

"While we were operating in the mountains north of SAN LUCE we had
to supply the troops by pack-mule train. The nmen returning to their
conpani es, as well as runners and litter bearers, usually followed the
tel ephone wire and pulled the wire into the trail. The nule trains
following cut the wire to ribbons. The best nethod we found to renedy
this was to put the wire as high as possible and string marker tape in
pl aces where a person could get off the trail."



LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER VI - SUPPLY

Staff Sergeant LEWS E. McKENZIE, 135th Infantry.
Staff Sergeant JAMES R GAVESKE, 135th Infantry.

"On the first crossing of the VOLTURNO Ri ver we came up after dark
to the reginental CP and found there was no way to cross the river by
truck, but rations, water and amunition had to get across. First we
tried a peep to carry a cable across, but the peep went downstream

The next thing we tried was a 2-1/2 ton 6x6 cargo truck by its cargo
winch. It worked OK so we | oaded a peep and supplies on and then dragged
it across. W kept that up until we had four peeps across to haul the
supplies out to the conpani es which were about a mle away. W noved al
of the rations and anmunition that night by the same process. W also
took all of the casualties back across."

a. Rati ons. Every effort should be nade to augnent the 'C or 'K ration
whi ch must of necessity be fed to the front line soldier. The "C or 'K type

ration is an enmergency ration and is not neant to feed troops over |ong periods
of time. During January and February 1944 the 3rd Battalion, 135th Infantry
establ i shed an inprovised field bakery in the kitchen bivouac area and made
doughnuts, fruit turnovers, cakes and cookies, and in addition made sandw ches
of jellies and jans and fresh neat when it was obtainabl e, and nade spreads for
sandwi ches from canned neat. These were packed into ration boxes, amunition
boxes and sent up to the troops by pack mule. This aided greatly in reducing

t he nonotony of the ration, adding the necessary calories in the diet which was
deficient inthe 'C or 'K ration. This food being nore pal atable the troops
ate nore of it and their norale and physical condition were nmuch better than
that of troops which were fed a steady diet of energency rations.

Staff Sergeant JOHN DI AVASTES, 133rd Infantry.

"While troops are on the line, kitchens ought to be able to draw
materials to nake pastry such as doughnuts, fruit turnovers, cakes and
cookies, etc., to go with the nen's 'K or 'C rations, whatever it m ght
be. It builds up their norale and tells themthat their kitchen crewis
t hi nking of themand not sitting on their beds."

Technici an Fourth Grade ALEX G BLACK. 133rd Infantry.

"A better ration should be given the fighting nen when they are able
to get a hot neal instead of the usual hash or stew nmenus. Pork and gravy
or beef and gravy takes no nore tine to prepare and is much better."

Staff Sergeant DELBERT F. LEET, 133rd Infantry.
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"When bringing rations up to the conpany always be sure not to bring
fire dowmn on the area, or in the vicinity of the conpany, by pulling in

too fast with the vehicles. Always pick a secluded spot where the eneny
cannot observe your novemnent."

Li eutenant Col onel |VAN G WALZ, Headquarters 34th Infantry Division

"Reserve rations - At present the division is using the follow ng
pl an which is satisfactory.

1. Each kitchen carries one day''s reserve of hard ration
either 'C or 'K or in sone units 10-1, and the D vision
qguarternaster maintains a reserve of one day boxes[sic] ration for
the entire division.

a. The reserve 'C or 'K ration carried in the
kitchen elimnated confusion in case the unit is ordered into
conbat after a 'B ration has been issued to the conpanies for
t he next day's consunption or the tel egramhas gone in for the
"B ration. In such cases the unit uses its reserve ration
and puts the non-perishable portion on the 'B ration in
reserve. Wen the unit is again out of conbat the conpanies
are able to serve a 'B ration even if the unit has drawn a
normal issue of hard ration

b. The reserve ration is also to be used in energency
if for any reason the unit is unable to draw their nornal
ration.

C. At tines when there is a known possibility of

units not being able to draw rations for a day or two days,
the reserve is increased in the unit to cover the anticipated
period."

Private First Class WLLIAME. WOODROW 135th Infantry.

"The infantry sol di er when going on an attack, usually carries
either 'C rations or 'K rations, and sonetinmes a conbination of the two.
As for the '"C ration all | can say is experinment on different ways of
carrying them |'ve found that three units fit nicely in a conbat pack
As for the 'K ration, | suggest you open the boxes and break the contents
down. There may be things enclosed you won't eat so why carry them The
wax box will heat a cup of coffee nicely. A 'D bar is always a good
thing to carry in case of an energency. Carry your rations in the nost
conveni ent place. They can cause a lot of grief during a long nmarch if
not packed well."

C ot hi ng and Equi pnent.

Li eutenant Col onel IVAN G WALZ, Headquarters 34th Infantry D vision

"During the Italian canpaign the carrying of barracks bags for
personnel has proven inpractical, especially for conbat infantry
personnel. The lack of transportation to transport the barracks bag makes



it necessary to store them under guard until such tinme as the unit is not
in conbat, and then send transportation back to them By this tine the
di stance to the place of storage is exceedingly great. This denies the
i ndi vi dual the use of any clothing or personal equi pnent that he nmay need
during conbat which nay be for periods of two to three nmonths. |In
addition to this disadvantage the stored barracks bags contain |arge
amounts of clothing which could be used by hi gher echelons for replacenent
or for the operation of clothing exchange units.

This unit discontinued the use of barracks bags in all except
notori zed el enents, in Cctober 1943 and has operated w thout them
satisfactorily ever since through the use of armnmy sterilization, bath and
cl ot hi ng exchange units, and a system of clothing exchange operated by the
di vi sion quartermaster both in conjunction with the division showers and
on direct exchange with units. This systemrelieves a strain on the
al ready overtaxed transportation within the division.

M sterilization, bath and cl ot hing exchange units have proven a
great noral e booster and a great help in the supply and mai nt enance of
i ndi vidual clothing. These units were first used by the 34th Infantry
Di vision at PIEDEMONTE D ALI FE in Decenber 1943 after an extended period
of 70 days in conmbat. At that time the facilities offered by the unit
consi sted of bath, towel, a conplete change of uniformfromthe skin out,
underwear, socks, a woolen uniform field jacket, if needed, shoes and
| eggins, if needed. The unit acconmodated from 1700 to 2000 nmen a day.
If QM sterilization, bath, and clothing exchange units are maintained as
cl ose as possible, normally from8 to 10 niles behind the front lines, it
elimnates the necessity of the soldier carrying any extra clothing except
per haps a change of underwear and socks, as when a unit or part of a unit
is in areserve position and has an opportunity to clean up, that unit can
be taken back to the S & B unit and given a hot shower and clean cl othes
and is better fit to go back into conbat, in a shorter time, that woul d be
possible if the unit had to re-equip through normal supply channels.™

Cor poral ROLAND DAWSON, 135th Infantry.

"There is one particular itemwhich is never nmentioned back hone and
is never issued in sufficient quantity.

I am speaking of the small gasoline stove which anybody who spent a
winter in the hills of Italy will tell you are a very definite inprovenent
to life which, at best, is absolutely no good."

Li eutenant Col onel JOE L. BOURNE, 168th Infantry.

"Experience in conbat to date would indicate that the Intrenching
Set, Infantry #1, is excessive to our needs except when the battalion has
to prepare a defensive position. Qur experience to date has indicated
that the transportation allotted for this purpose can be put to a better
use and service to the battalion by hel ping out with the amrunition in
addition to carrying the nornal equi pment needed for the A & P pl atoon
The set should be carried with regi nent or an arrangenent worked out
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whereby battalion could draw a part of this set should circunstances
i ndi cate a defensive position.”

Staff Sergeant CARL G RODDY, 135th Infantry.

"Have a regul ar issue of socks and underwear at |east once a week
for the troops when they are on the line."

Staff Sergeant RUSSELL E. SAUNDERS, 133rd Infantry.

"Di spose of the blanket roll in the daytine and |let the kitchen
force bring themup at night. The blanket is too bundl esonme and provides
a larger target. The roll hinders novenent going down narrow trails and
t hr ough bushes."

Li eutenant Col onel JOE L. BOURNE, 168th Infantry.

"Present T/E arns bazooka nen with a rifle. It is believed that a
pi stol for the bazooka man is much nore desirable. W have actually given
t he bazooka nmen pistols to carry fromtine to tine. The objection of the
rifle is that it is alittle too cunbersone to be carried by a man who is
al so carrying the bazooka, and especially so when you consider that the
bazooka man has a little different ammunition problemthan the ordinary
rifleman.”

Staff Sergeant ROY WENI KE, 133rd Infantry.

"The artificer or supply sergeant should stay with the conpany CP to
list itens desired for the next evening's distribution. These itens cone
forward fromthe kitchen area with the follow ng day's rations. Rations
and supplies for detached pl atoons should be sent with the ration team of
the conpany to which they are attached. This has been our standard
operating procedure since we first arrived in Italy."

Transportation.

Captain JAMES G JONES, JR, Headquarters 34th Infantry Division

"Pack mule trains - During the fighting in Italy it has frequently
beconme necessary to supply by pack mule. The 34th Division has had varied
experience with nmules, using both organic and attached pack mnmule trains.
In Novermber 1943, it first becane necessary to use nmules but there were
none avail able from hi gher echelons and we were forced to requisition such
animals as could be found fromcivilians and organi ze provisional pack
trains within the units. This required use of organic personnel which
wer e needed el sewhere and required training of aninal handl ers,
transportati on of mmi ntenance equi pnent, and consi derabl e supervision, the
personnel and transportation for which is not available in an infantry
division. This systemwas not at all satisfactory.



In January 1944 three ltalian pack nmule groups were attached to the
division. They were well trained, well officered but at first poorly
equi pped. (This was later renedied.) Due to difference in |anguages,
custonms, and tenperanent, there was considerable trouble at first in
handl i ng and use of the foreign pack trains. Experience has shown that
these Italian or other foreign pack trains can render valuable service if
handl ed properly and in turn can be a lot of trouble if not. The
followi ng systemis used in the 34th Division

1. Upon attachment of a pack train, an officer is sent to
the train as liaison and if it is a foreign organization an
interpreter is sent with him All dealings between units and pack
train conmanders are transacted through this liaison officer

2. These pack nule trains are comanded by conpetent
of ficers and non-comi ssioned officers and are organi zed as any
other unit into sub-divisions of squads, sections, etc. and work
best when operating under their own commanders. Orders and
instructions therefore are given to the commander of the detail and
not to individuals. Unsatisfactory results have occurred in al nost
every instance where units attenpted to take conmand of the nule
| eaders individually and not go through the comander as woul d be
the case of a nornally attached American unit.

3. Any generous act on the part of units using attached
foreign pack trains, such as giving surplus candy and cigarettes to
the train, pays dividends.

4. The pack train commander shoul d be inforned of the
tactical situation, just as any other unit, to enable himto
intelligently plan his operations."

Sergeant ALBERT G NMACCI OLA, 133rd Infantry.

"In the past we have been marking and breaking trails, hours before
the ration train | eaves the ration dunp. This is a very good idea, and
shoul d be used in the future."

Li eutenant Col onel |IVAN G WALZ, Headquarters 34th Infantry D vision

"It has frequently happened that tactical plans are adopted which
require nmotorization of units fromorganic division transportati on beyond

the ability of the division to support. |In each such instance the
foll owi ng reactions occurred.
1. Rati on and water supply were insufficient.
2. Gasol i ne supply becane critical
3. Drivers were overworked and unduly fatigued, and
inefficient when released to normal functions.
4. Vehi cl e mai ntenance deteriorated. For any except short

definite noves of not to exceed one regiment, vehicles for
nmotori zati on should be furnished from sources outside the division."

Forward Dunps.
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Li eutenant Col onel VAN G WALZ, Headquarters 34th Infantry Division

"During the canpaign due to terrain and traffic difficulties it
became necessary for the division supply services to establish forward
dunps. The nost frequent of these were Class | and II1 truckheads
establ i shed by the quartermaster. Wen road nets becane congested and
bri dges and fords were uncertain these truckheads were established in
areas whi ch, though in advance of safe |locations for nornmal supply
installations, relieved congestion on roads and insured the snmooth fl ow of
supplies in case of bridges and fords becom ng inpassible, which did
occur.

Experi ence has proven however the inadvisability of attenpting to
pl ace division dunps too far forward. An instance is given as exanple.

1. During the attack on CASSINO in January 1944 a forward
guarternaster dunp was established at M VILLA was intended to be a
reserve dunp across the RAPIDO River. This dunp was within |ong
range nortar and nebelwerfer fire. The eneny covered this dunmp by
fire whenever any activity took place in the vicinity of the dunp
thus denying its use as a supply point. The officer in change and
three nen were killed by enenmy fire. The dunp was abandoned.

2. It has been found that when reserve dunps nust be
established for any reason in forward areas it is advisable for unit
to build up small forward dunps either by reginment or battalion.”

Anmruni ti on.

Captai n HAROLD W RODENMAYER, 133rd Infantry.

"From t he standpoint of procedure in supplying amunition to units
of an infantry reginent those principles set forth in Par 24 FM 7- 30,
servi ce conpany and nedi cal detachnent, are basically sound. However, any
procedure in the supply of Class Vitenms nust be flexible.

In the early stages of the canpaign in Italy the 133rd Infantry
conbat team had the mi ssion of pursuing and maintaining contact with the
eneny in a flanking maneuver.

During this phase expenditures of amunition were very light and two
2-1/2 ton 6x6 trucks |loaded with the anpbunts and types of anmunition
prescribed were released to battalion control

During the follow ng phases of the canpaign all six of the 2-1/2 ton
servi ce conpany trucks were retained under reginmental control. The
regi mental nunitions officer personally supervised the novenent and
bi vouaci ng of, as well as the |loading and | oads to be carried. He was
assisted by the munitions sergeant, the sergeant truck-master and one
private, (the private being an understudy for possible replacenment of
ei ther sergeant). The warrant officer, munitions and ordnance, and the
truck driver with the 3/4 ton weapons carrier usually stayed at the
servi ce conpany kitchen area and handl ed all ordnance itenms for repair
repl acenent or salvage. He was assisted by a technical sergeant, smal
arnms expert, well qualified to make major repairs on all small arms. This
techni cal sergeant was in excess of the table of organization, but proved



exceedi ngly valuable to the regiment in that weapons needing repair were
qui ckly returned to conbat units because evacuation to hi gher echelons for
repair was elimnated by approximately 90%

Location of dunps. Upon entering conbat, all vehicles carried basic
| oads. Organizational vehicles (1/4 ton truck, 1/4 ton trailers and prine
novers) acconpani ed troops as far forward as possible, reverting to
battalion control as soon as weapons and hand-carried amrunition are taken
forward by hand.

At this time the battalion nmotor pool becones the location of the
battalion ammunition dunp. Loads of amunition are consolidated and enpty
vehicles with trailers are returned to the reginental dunmp for refill to
basic load and return to battalion pool. Thus the battalion is assured a
reserve of anmunition which is adequate, nobile, and always well forward.
This motor pool and amunition dunp is controlled by the battalion
transportation officer assisted by personnel fromthe A & P platoon of
battal i on headquarters conpany.

The regi mental ammunition train, or dunp (rmobile) in this regiment
is always located well forward initially, generally near the rear CP where
t el ephone communi cati on is avail abl e.

During the battle near ALIFE when the VOLTURNO River forned a
natural barrier, the regimental amunition train was noved across the
river as soon as a bridge was in. At this tinme the forward el enents of
the regi ment were approxi mately 1500 yards west of ALIFE and the
ammunition train noved into a grove of trees about 500 yards east and 700
yards south of ALIFE and near a good road. This assured a reserve of
ammuni tion in event the bridge was knocked out.

Basi cal | y speaki ng, the ammunition dunp of this reginent is |ocated
fromtwo to ten mles behind the troops; noving forward as often as may be
required.

In static situations such as the battle of CASSINO, the reginenta
dunp shoul d be established well forward and all 2-1/2 ton trucks unl oaded
and sent back to the service conpany area under the control of the
transportati on sergeant.

During the night prior to the assault on the RAPIDO River, we noved
the regi mental amunition train to a point about 600 yards south of SAN
M CHELLE and unl oaded it, naking a ground dunp. The trucks returned to
t he service conpany bivouac area which was in the vicinity of SAN VI TTORE
Stocks were built up the followi ng nights and maintai ned at the foll ow ng:

150, 000 to 200, 000 rounds caliber .30 machi ne gun

75,000 rounds 8-round clip

35, 000 rounds car bi ne;

25,000 rounds caliber .45;

1,500 rounds 60nm nortar;

1,500 rounds to 2,000 rounds 8lmm nortar |ight;

600 rounds 81mm nortar snoke

1, 000 rounds hand grenade fragnmentation

500 rounds hand grenade of fensive;

150 snoke pots WP. [white phosphorus];

200 rounds hand grenade yel |l ow,

300 rounds signal air craft, each color



500 rifle grenade HE AT M 9A2;

300 rounds rocket HE AT MG A2.

Thi s stockage proved adequate to provide this reginent by battalions

establishing forward dunps and to assist other reginents in supplying
their units at tinmes when their trains were depleted or unable to get
f orwar d.

Different types of amunition will be used while in different
terrain. In rolling country nore nortar will be used while in nountainous
terrain nost expenditures will be small arms and grenades. Likew se
fighting in towns will require nore grenades and caliber .45 and 81mm
nortar HE heavy than fighting in open country.

This reginent carries the TBA prescribed | oad with the weapons. On
the reginmental train, the six, 2-1/2 ton service conmpany 6x6. Foll ow ng
is the |l oad carried:

Type Nunber of Rounds
Cal. .30 carbine 33, 000
Cal. .30 Ball 8 rd clip 61, 824
Cal. .30 Ball 5 rdclip 30, 000
Cal. .30 Machine Gun 72,000
Cal. .50 Machine Gun 1, 325
Cal. .45 10, 000

60 MM HE 972

81 MM HE | i ght 900

81 MM HE heavy 150

81 MM HE snoke 150
Grenade, hand of fensive w fuse 250
Grenade, hand fragnmentation 750
Grenade, rifle HE AT 300
Rocket, HE AT MBA2 200
Signal Air Craft 120 rounds each col or

red, green, and white.

This | oad has proved adequate at all tinmes and in over 300 days of
actual conbat the troops of this regiment have never been out of
amuni tion of any type.

It is reconmended that the 2-1/2 ton anmunition vehicles be retained
under reginental control at all times. This sinplifies the supply of al
Class Vitenms by naking all six loads centrally |ocated and avail able for
issue to any one or two battalions. Reginmental control al so makes nore
trucks available for use in resupplying the reginental dunp."



LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER VII - | NTELLI GENCE

1. Experi ence has shown that not only rmust the intelligence [G2, S 2] and
operations [G 3, S-3] officers work in close cooperation, but they nust work at
the sane desk for best results. This applies to division, reginmental and
battalion staffs.

a. PW I nterrogation. Mich has been learned in the enpl oynent of
interrogators and by the interrogation personnel in the performance of their
job. In this division it has been recogni zed that the cl osest cooperation nust

exi st between the conbat el enments for whominformation is obtained and the
interrogators obtaining that information. To be of the nost val ue the
interrogator must at all tines be well-inforned as to the tactical situation and
have a good know edge of future plans. He nmust be able to secure information as
speedily as possible and see that it is properly dissenm nated. The sooner the
PWgets back to the interrogator the faster infornmation can be gotten and

di ssem nated. This is considered so inportant that |ectures on this subject to
all troops in this division are included in every training program

First Lieutenant HANS G CLAPPER, Headquarters 34th Infantry Division

"While fighting on Hill 593 northwest of CASSINO our troops were
counterattacked early in the norning. This counterattack was beaten back
and only one PWwas taken, a first |lieutenant, who was |eading the attack
It was evident that he was suffering fromshock. He was rushed back to
the regi mental interrogator and was interrogated about thirty m nutes
after being captured, still under shock. It is inportant to note that he
was given no chance to relax, drink, eat or relieve hinmself, but was
forced to keep on the go until he got to the interrogator. The
i nterrogator, recognizing the condition the prisoner was under, did not
waste much tine with him but asked him sone direct questions which were
answered pronptly. The prisoner stated that the unit making this
counterattack was a new unit in this sector which had been slated to be
conmitted to the ANZI O Beachhead, but suddenly was ordered to cone south
to the aid of the 44th Division which was receiving a heavy beating. In
fact a new battalion was thus identified, the Il Battalion, 361lst IR of
the 90th Division, a notorized unit. W were able to I earn from himthat
anot her conpany of his battalion was going to nake anot her counterattack
t he sane evening, should his fail, also that the | Battalion, 361st IR was
on its way down. He was finally evacuated to the division cage. By then
shock had nostly worn off and he was on his way to regaining the station
becom ng a proud and stubborn nmenber of the naster race. Had this officer
been given a chance to recover fromhis shock prior to being interrogated,
it no doubt would have taken much time to extract the information received
and we woul d have been unable to receive a good portion of it.

Initially interrogation was perforned by a 6-man team at divi sional
and corps level. However, much valuable tine was |ost as PW had to be



evacuated to division before being interrogated. It was al so found that
in this set-up nuch detailed information of tactical value to regiment and
[ ower units was not exploited. An interrogator working for one regi nent
only, can certainly do a nore accurate and detailed job on the tactica
situation in his reginental sector than a division interrogator who handl e
PW from 3 reginents and sonetines even 5 reginents. In our present set-
up we have one officer with 2 non-conm ssioned officers interrogating at
each reginent and 1 or 2 officers with 2 non-conm ssioned officers at the
di vision cage. The interrogator at regiment works strictly for his CO and
is directly responsible to S-2. The interrogator at division is under G2
and works on all information of interest at this level. There will be
sone duplications and overlap, but it has been found that this happens
rather seldom and if it does a doubl e-check never hurts. The information
obtained at reginment will immediately be disseninated, first to the
battalion that captured the particular PW then to the other battalions
and to division. Usually by the tinme the PW get to division the
i nterrogator at division has been infornmed of the information gotten at
regi ment which will give himsone idea of what else that particular PWcan
know. This systemworks out very well as long as S-2s, S-3s, G2, G3 and
the interrogators at reginent and division work closely together. The
division interrogator should make it a habit to be at the division CP at
| east once a day and preferably nore often

VWile in the beginning nost interrogators worked with maps we now in
this division work with all sorts of photos whenever feasible. 1t is much
easier to orient a PWon a photo especially on an oblique. C ose
cooperation between the air photo interpreter and the PWinterrogator has
proven of nuch value. Wen we do get sonething urgent we often have a
photo interpreter present at interrogation who, arnmed with the | atest
sortie flown, which usually is less than a day old, checks the information
obt ai ned i medi ately. Many profitable targets for the artillery and the
air corp have been obtained in that matter

At CASSI NO our interpreter found an unidentifiable object on the

south sl ope of Monastery Hill. Interrogation of various prisoners finally
identified it as a very well canouflaged SP gun, which was not firing but
was being kept ready. The battalion CO Il Bn, 132nd IR who was very

security conscious exani ned one photo anmong a batch we showed himjust a
little too long. There was only one house on this oblique which we had
suspected as his CP. This of course confirmed our suspicion. Wen we
finally confronted himwth all the informati on we had of his positions
and his regi ment, he was so surprised that he nade sone corrections and
al so gave us his battalion's boundary which we didn't have

On anot her occasion a deserter who was unable to orient hinself on a
map finally discovered a famliar |ooking tree on air photos and was able
fromthere to lead us to his conpany's strongpoint, show us a nmne field
in front of it and the ditch their patrols used to get through the mne
field, and various other installations. W have often been anazed how
much of the information gotten fromPW and air photos checked. A
conparison of the MLR [ Main Line of Resistance] on the ANZI O Beachhead as
gotten from photos with the one obtained from PW showed hardly any
variation.



Anot her person with whom cl osest |iaison should be nmaintained is the
Order of Battle man at division. Mst of his information comes from

interrogation of PW, at the sane tine he will supply the interrogator
with much of the information he needs in order to interrogate. It is the
interrogator's job to supply those nmissing links for the O B's picture and
he can only do that if he knows what is missing. Captured docunments, too,
are used to great advantage for this purpose. |In fact so nmuch information
has been obtained from docunents that all units are rem nded at every
opportunity to turn in imediately every piece of paper found. Many
German gun positions have been neutralized due to sonme seemingly obscure
pi ece of paper found on a dead German or in an abandoned CP

Unfortunately, we are still having occasional trouble with souvenir

hunt ers keepi ng eneny diaries and overl ays.

Interrogation technique could only be inproved by actual practice
and nmuch was learned in this respect, especially after we got a clear
picture of what information S-2, and G2 are after, and just where and how
we fit into the picture. W found that it very often works out better if
2 interrogators work on one PWat the sanme time. The main advantage being
that it keeps the PWon the hop, not giving himtoo nuch time to think
and also 2 interrogators can think of nore than one. On the other hand we
found that it often works out very well to interrogate 2 or nore nmen from
one conpany at the sane tinme. At SAN VI TTORE one of our patrols brought
in 4 PW and, while their stories checked, every one of them gave us
different locations. W finally got all four of themtogether and by
letting them argue anong thensel ves obtai ned the correct information
whi ch was | ater confirmed. On another occasion 2 PW fromthe 7th
Conpany, 211th PGR were brought in together. Since both had Polish names
we took themon together. It turned out that one was a Polish Pol e,
hating the Germans and was forced to fight, while the other considered
hi nsel f German and was an ardent Nazi. Qur fears that the Nazi would
spoil our willing PWproved unnecessary as the two wanted to show each
other up and tried to out-do each other on the anmpbunt and exact ness of
i nformati on they had.

Only trained interrogators should be permitted to interrogate PWs.
In one instance a PW being interrogated at a battalion CP by a German-
speaking soldier, said that he heard the Germans were expecting our attack
any time. The soldier, knowi ng German, but not being famliar with
[German] military expressions, reported that the Gernans were going to
attack. Since our troops actually planned an attack (it was then H Hour
mnus 6) it was called off. Wen the PWreached regi nent the interrogator
detected the ni stake and after higher headquarters were notified, plans
for our attack were resumed. Mich valuable tine and effort coul d have
been saved had this PWbeen i nmedi atel y evacuated, as directed. On
anot her
occasi on, a PW paybook was exam ned and the PWwas reported as bel ongi ng
to a division which at the time was supposed to be in RUSSIA. This new
i nformati on had everybody up to corps and hi gher headquarters all excited,
until the reginmental interrogator found out that this man had bel onged to
this unit, but was now in the 955th IR which had been facing us in that
sector."”



b. Photo Intelligence. The Iessons learned in photo intelligence
enbrace, for the purpose of this report, the trials and errors directly
affecting interpretation in a division. It is felt that sufficient work has
been done to permt reconmmendations as to the nost useful enploynent of
personnel and of aerial photos.

Li eutenant Col onel HUBERT H DES MARAI S, Headquarters 34th Infantry
Di vi si on.

"Aerial photos were not extensively used by this division until the
Italian canpaign, due to a scarcity of trained ground force interpreters.
Interpreters were, during the beginning of the canpaign, assigned to
divisions, and at a later date, by this division. assigned to reginents in
an attenpt to fulfill the aimof photo intelligence in passing on the
maxi mum anmount of nmilitary information in the mininmumtine.

Two officers and two enlisted nen are required at division
headquarters, whose duties are to insure at all times that subordinate
units have the proper photo coverage at the right tine. They provide such
interpretation and studies as required by any divisional unit, organic or
attached, who have no such personnel. Division artillery headquarters
requires the services of an officer of superior ability, his work will be
coordi nated wi th division headquarters and with the counter-battery
section of corps for confirmation and corrected |ocations. Close |iaison
between Air OP and photo officer should be SOP. In this nanner many
uni dentified objects on photos nay prove to be targets of val ue.

In great demand by the artillery are 6-inch vertical photos, blown
up to a scale of 1/25,000 with an arbitrary grid. these photos prove very
val uabl e as firing charts.

Each infantry regiment has a man of sufficient ability to do
recogni tion, general terrain studies, and handl e photos for the joining of
nosaics. As to whether this man should be an officer or a non-
commi ssioned officer is debatable, but he should be of sufficient rank

that his findings will be respected and used.
G 4 has used terrain studies to very good advantage in determning
whet her his supply and evacuation will be by truck, mule or man. PW

i nterrogators are obtaining accurate informati on beyond belief by the use
of air photos, and in particular, the use of obliques.

The use of air photos, both vertical and oblique, with our own
patrols cannot be overenphasi zed. They provide both a good nediumfor the
guestioning of the patrol upon its return, and for daylight patrols to
record their route and observations while on their mssion.”

Maj or ARTHUR J. PETERSON, 34th Division Artillery.

"Atrained air corps photo interpreter was attached to division
artillery headquarters during its operations at CASSINO  This innovation
wor ked excellently fromits inception and definitely proved the val ue of
havi ng the photo interpreter in physical contact with the people who could
react with mninumdelay on his interpretations Areas nade suspect by
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shellreps were referred at once to the photo interpreter and in sone cases
fire was brought to bear on the eneny battery before it had ceased firing.
The interpreter was also of great value to the S-2 in selecting harassing
m ssions, locating nortars, and in making terrain studies for future

posi tions.

Parti san Control.

Maj or HARRY C. KAIT, Headquarters 34th Infantry Division

"Ever since the entry of the 34th Division into ROVE it becane
apparent that the Partisans were a problemto be dealt with if security
and | aw and order were to be maintained in divisional areas. Very little
was known of themat the time. They were an overzeal ous group, carrying
various sorts of arnms and wi thout proper handling nmight be a nmenace to our
security, communi cations or supply as well as a source of terror to
civilians. It becane necessary therefore to deal with them as such

On or about 30 June 1944 the Commandi ng CGeneral, 34th Infantry
Di vi sion, attached Agent GEORGE MERRI MAN of the 34th Division Cl C[Counter
Intelligence Corps detachnment] as liaison with AMG[Allied Mlitary
Covernment] Section, 34th Division, both to work directly with the
Parti sans through G2 and G 1 and to deal with them as an individua
di vi si onal problem The nethod and plan of procedure was laid down in a
conference between G2 and G 1. It was considered that this arrangement
woul d hel p nmaintain security w thin divisional boundaries, which was
naturally a CIC function, and would assist in maintaining | aw and order
anmong the civil popul ation, which was a natural AMS function. The
simlarity of coverage between AMG and CIC nade this an ideal arrangenent.

As soon as a comune is taken by our infantry, and in many cases
separate fractions of comunes, we held a neeting with all renaining
officials as well as with professional nen and other |eading citizens of
the commune. Included in this neeting are the |eaders of the Partisans
and the CLN [Conmittee of National Liberation] to whomwe express the
Conmandi ng Ceneral's appreciation for their assistance and the hope that
they will continue to assist us. W explain our respective m ssions,
solicit their cooperation and take the necessary data requisite to the
proper functioning of both AMcG and CIC. W explain that the Commandi ng
General and the Allied Mlitary Governnent are responsible for the
government of their people at this time and that the Partisans are to |ay
down their arns in order that peace may be restored once again to their
people. It is recognized, however, that in all instances in which we
enter a town there are either Gernmans in the area in hiding or Fasci st
enem es. Consequently, we have taken a practical view of the problem and
have pernmitted the Partisans, for tactical and military reasons, to retain
their arms until our CP noves beyond their town. On 9 July we inspected
the entire rear boundary of the LIVORNO Provi nce acconpani ed by the | eader
of the Partisans and have found the Partisans in the rear areas disarnmed
and without insignia, leading fairly normal lives, yet retaining their
organi zati on which can be called into existence at a nmonent's noti ce.
However, nost of their arms have been taken up and they do not have access



to them W have found, though, that in conmunes closer to our forward CP
the Partisans in many instances retain their arms in spite of the

procl amation and the notices to the contrary. This should be no cause for
alarm since many of these Partisans are called upon for tactical mssions
wi th our conbat troops or to nake security arrests. Moreover, the arned
Partisans nove forward as tactical troops advance |eaving nmerely a smal
skel eton policing group which lays down its arns when the Carabinieri are
est abl i shed.

Aid given us by the Partisans can be divided into two phases: (1)
Cvilian; (2) Mlitary. Under the civilian phase the Partisans, with the
cooperation of the CLN, maintain an internal police force. They make
security arrests and report known Fascists and suspects dangerous to the
security of the division. They send squads behind our infantry or with
our infantry into enbattled towns to prepare the way for us. In many
instances they infiltrate into the towns under cover of darkness before
the infantry arrives, assist the infantry in their tactical mssion, and
thereafter maintain internal order. The Partisans and the CLN maintain
offices in the communes and in each town, for it is a rare occasi on when
the regular officials are present. |In short, the only governnent we neet
as we enter newy fallen comunes is the governnment created by the
Parti sans and the CLN. The Committee of Liberation selects the mayor and
supplies us with the essential data. The Partisans assist with the
evacuation of civilians fromenbattled towns; they disinfect the
civilians; they bury the dead; they distribute food stores and aid in the
resettl ement of refugees. They assist in taking care of their own wounded
and infirmby establishing and maintaining enmergency infirmaries. They
check on all refugees within a town for security purposes; they maintain
lists of refugees so that they nay be properly housed, fed, and given
nedi cal attention. While nost of their work is not a highly finished type
which is natural to contenplate in a well organized group, they
successfully performthe services we ask.

Fromthe mlitary standpoint they have been of recogni zed assi stance
to our division. The Partisans are selected by us to contact their groups
in territory occupied by the Gernans and incidentally to gather positive
intelligence for our division. They advise the forward Partisans to
expect the conming of the Allied Mlitary Governnent in the future and they
explain our mssion so that they are prepared when we arrive. The
Parti sans have gone forward with our tactical units as scouts and gui des
and many as interpreters. They maintain guerrilla units in the nountains
on mssions apart fromour own divisional tactical mssion. They naintain
units for fighting in towns against the Germans. |In Pl OVBINO, for
exanple, it was estinated by their |leaders that as a result of a pitched
battl e between the Partisans and the Gernman forces over 150 Gernans were
killed. As previously stated, they maintain units for the interna
policing of towns newy taken by our troops and those al ready occupi ed.
Their squads go forward into areas w thin our divisional boundary, conbing
the territory for hidden Germans and wanted Fascists. W have found the
Parti sans of GUARDI STALLO in VADA and in ROSI GNANO SOLVAY in search of
Germans and Fascists. They explained they were part of a roving squad.
The Partisans are al so used by our tactical units as anti-sniper squads
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and noppi ng-up squads. |In CIVITAVECCH A, for exanple, the Partisans were
put into our infantry squads to nmop up remai ning Gernman el ements. The
Parti sans besides scouting the countryside constantly, bring to us eneny
prisoners of war and return escaped Allied prisoners of war.

Limtations on aid to be expected can be outlined as follows:

a. They are not highly organized so far as del egati on of
power is concerned. Their |eaders do nost of the work.

b. They are usual ly poorly cl ot hed.

C. For tactical missions they are inadequately arnmed and
general ly short of anmunition

d. Their food supply is inadequate to naintain their

organi zation. For exanple, in VENTURI NA their |eader explained to
us on 9 July that his organization disbanded not so nuch for |ack of
arns but because they had no food source.

e. The tactical information they bring to us is often
tardy. This may be due to lack of transportation facilities or
conmuni cation. The lack of transportation can be said to hinder the
entire organization as it now exists.

f. Most | eaders of the Partisans and CLN are not accustoned
to nmunicipal administration, and though they are eager to help us
and their people they grope in confusion

g. The fact that Germans hold civilians as hostages is a
deterrent to the functioning of the Partisans. For exanple, in
MONTESCUDAI O t he Germans massacred 65 civilians. W saw the dead
and four cameras from G 1 section recorded the scene of the dead.
The Parambunt News caneraman JOHN DORED, phot ographed the dead, and
war correspondents on the scene have a record of the sane."

Psychol ogi cal \Warfare.

Maj or ARTHUR J. PETERSON, 34th Division Artillery.

"The division was concerned w th psychol ogi cal warfare through the
di stribution of propaganda |leaflets by light artillery, British 2-inch
nortars, Air OP, and patrols. Beginning shortly after the first crossing
of the VOLTURNO hundreds of propaganda-filled shells were directed at
enemy positions with noticeable results. A good percentage of PW had
leaflets in their possession when captured. |In addition to direct appea
| eafl ets, a weekly newspaper, Frontpost, for Gernman soldiers was fired
weekly. The following notes are a result of experience gained fromfiring
various types of propaganda shells:

a. oserved fire should be used for firing propaganda
shells if at all possible because variable winds in the target area
make it difficult to predict the area in which leaflets will fall.

b. If it becomes necessary to fire propaganda shells using
unobserved fire, the following factors, gained fromobservation in
conbat and experinental firing, may be used with a reasonabl e
expectation of success and in any case should be considered in
preparing initial data for observed fires.
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(1) The difference in wei ght between propaganda shel
and normal shell nust be taking into consideration. This can
be done by allowing a difference of one square for each 6/10
pound difference in weight. Usually this will work out to be
mnus 9 or 10 squares for 105mm shell. This appears excessive
for accurate shooting but has worked out very satisfactorily
in practice. Shells nmust be weighed at the filling point for
different sized leaflets and the information given to the unit
firing.

(2) Initial data for shell fused with M54 fuze may be
conput ed by applying data for normal time shell for a height
of burst of 100 yards and using fuze setting fromfiring
tables. Beyond tinme range fuze M54 has been fired on i npact
with varying results, generally unsatisfactory. |If the angle
of fall is steep enough leaflets are sonmetinmes thrown in the
air and an area of about 50 yards di aneter covered. |In one
case the leaflets failed to separate and were thrown out in a
single bundle. The M 67 fuze has proved satisfactory for |ong
range firing and it is believed that a | arge percentage of
propaganda shell packed should be issued with M67 fuze. 1.5
seconds added to tine of flight will give a fuze setting that
will work for alnbst all ranges. Care nust be used in setting
M 67 fuze to insure good results.

Order of Battle.

Sergeant DAVID J. JONES, Headquarters 34th Infantry D vision

"The Order of Battle specialist spends all his working tinme |earning
about the eneny, but in the 34th Division the chief |esson | earned by that
ear nest student concerning his nethods has been the obvious one - nanely,

to focus all intelligence sources on hinmself and then to check one agai nst
another. The second nost inportant |lesson is to realize how necessary it
is, on occasion, to say 'l don't know .

At the ANZI O Beachhead it is considered that the high degree of
accuracy in the final picture showed the soundness of these statenents.
Starting with the information taken over fromthe relieved division every
item which could anplify our knowl edge of the enemy on our front was
studied. Fromthe first, the closest contact was kept with the photo
interpreters. The offices of the two sections adjoined and the persona
friendship of the persons concerned was a great help. A cheerful yel

fromthe photo man '1've found two very heavy nortars!' would at once
stimulate the OB man to answer (if he could), 'Yeah, | told you the 8th
Conpany of the 956th GR just noved into that area.' |f he could not give

such an answer, it was up to himto find out, so he went to see his pals
in the PWinterrogation teans, who were frequent callers, and briefed them
on the desired infornmation against the tine when the infantry caught a
prisoner fromthe sector concerned. Radio Intercepts, agent's reports,
information frompatrols and deserters were sifted and, by elimnation

t he gaps in our know edge were established.



In the course of many conversations with G 3 personnel, m ssions
were arranged to find the mssing itens, and it was during these tal ks
that the phrase 'I don't know came nost frequently fromthe OB nan
Finally, as the tine cane to prepare the plans for the breakout from
ANZI O, the gaps had been narrowed. 'I don't know had becorme 'I think
so', and the final estimate of the final estimte of the situation was
publ i shed.

Puzzl es were plentiful - chiefly, that furnished by a drunkard from
the 9th PGR, 26th PG Division whose statenments, under interrogation, on
t he moverment of his unit placed a question mark on the map for weeks. Yet
on the strength nmerely of such a report it would have been highly
dangerous to assune, as sonme did, that a Panzer division had entered the
line.

By good luck, the final result obtained cane very near the true
pi cture as shown in captured docunents after the attack. Each statenent
or estimte nade had sone evidence to support it and guesses were plainly
stated as such.

Undoubt edl y the npbst encouragi ng feature of the whol e phase was that
by constant swapping of information and by frank di scussions with al
sorts of people, for exanple, battalion commanders and patrol |eaders,
sonme not intelligence specialists at all, it was possible to foll ow up
| eads and quite often, to arrive at the correct answer.

By contrast with the jig-saw puzzle nethod, outlined above, at
TARQUI NI A we had a denpnstration of the sudden death nethod. Here, the
origin was a warning from hi gher headquarters based on secret infornmation
that the 20th Luftwaffe Division (a new arrival) was expected to oppose
us. Wthin a few hours, prisoners had been taken from al nost every
conpany in the one regi ment which was operating in our sector and the
Order of Battle picture was conpleted solely fromPWinterrogation reports
overni ght."



LESSONS LEARNED | N COVBAT

CHAPTER VI Il - PERSONNEL

1. The | essons presented in the previous chapters have to do with operations
and techni ques enployed in fighting the war while this final chapter has to do
with the individual fighting nan and his problens. One of the quickest |essons
| earned by the individual is that continued disconfort is not a necessary
requisite to gain the status of a battle--hardened conbat soldier. The

advant ages of a feather bed in a villa over a pup-tent on the ground are soon
recogni zed as the soldier learns to preserve hinself for the periods when

har dshi ps are unavoi dabl e.

a. Repl acenent Procedure.

Li eut enant Col onel HAROLD L. STI PP, Headquarters 34th Infantry D vision

"Just prior to the start of the offensive to break out of the ANZI O
Beachhead an overstrength of 150 officers and 750 enlisted nmen was
assigned to the Division in anticipation of future | osses. The purpose
was to determine whether this would facilitate rapid replacenent of battle
| osses and to determ ne whether such a nmethod of replacenent would be nore
ef fective rather than receipt of snall shipnents of green recruits, with
the resulting inmediate utilization in conbat units. The 750 enlisted nen
were assigned equally to each infantry reginent with instructions that
they be placed mainly in rifle conmpanies to insure battle indoctrination
during the defensive phase, and just prior to the opening of the
of fensive, instructions were issued to each regi nental commander to forma
repl acenent conpany. These replacenent conpani es consisting of
approxi nately 250 men were withdrawn to regi ment rear echelons, to be held
in readiness for inmedi ate replacenent of battle |osses. Wen battle
| osses occurred, the regi mental conmmander then drew upon his replacenents,
al ways mai ntaining the fighting strength of his reginment at or very near
the authorized table of organization strength.

The extra officers, consisting of about 40 per infantry regiment,
were not a part of the replacenment conpany but were assigned to conpanies
and actually utilized with the conpanies in conbat. Thirty additiona
of ficers, including 20 artillerymen, were assigned on the basis of 5 for a
battalion, the other 10 being utilized in service elenents of the Comrand
where the need had becone evident. The nunmber of additional officers
assigned to rifle conpanies should be 2 as a mnimumwith 3 preferred.

This system of enploying the individual in actual conmbat for a short
period where the type of action pernmits and then with-drawing himto the
regi mental rear echelons for utilization as |oss replacenents, proved
extrenely satisfactory and seened to be an inportant advance in
repl acenent procedure.

First, it is an invaluable aid in the training of replacenents in
that it provides training and conditioning in the presence of battle
itself, conmmon to the conditions in which they will fight.



Secondly, it provides for small reserves to mmintain conbat strength
and efficiency for several days after initiation of the attack, when it is
nost necessary to maintain drive and nonent um

Thr oughout the ANZI O Beachhead break-through and continuation of the
advance to PI SA, additional replacenents were obtained in groups of 150 to
200 and sub-allocated to regiments, maintaining in each an over-strength
of 250. It is true that in an extrenely rapid advance it is nore
difficult to maintain replacenent conpani es as such and one or two nmi nor
br eak-downs occurred in the procedure.

Thr ough experience gained in fighting and the planning of operation
of replacenment conpanies, it is considered that a unit of a total strength
of 750 enlisted nmen, infantry, attached to the Division, is the better
plan for providing the necessary overhead personnel; admnistration and
nmai nt enance equi prent can be nmade available to the Division Commander.
Present T/E all owances do not permt the operation and nai ntenance of so
large a group as a separate unit. O ficer personnel for training
adm ni stration can be obtained from surplus assigned officers, if the
practice of a surplus is to be maintained. Wthin this attached unit
there should be 3 replacenent conpanies - one allocated to each regi ment.
This provides the regi nental commander with an opportunity to rotate nen
in a state of near exhaustion, replacing themwith fresh nen with a
m ni mum anmount of administrative details. |t provides an opportunity to
train replacenment groups in those subjects which are considered nopst
necessary for the reginment at the tine; however, the unit remaining under

the Division Commander's control. It also provides an opportunity for the
nmen to becone acquainted with the reginment in which they will ultimately
serve."

Second Li eutenant ROBERT T. HUNTER, 135th Infantry.

"It is difficult for an officer w thout combat experience to take
over conmand of a platoon in a battle wi se conbat experienced outfit. He
is subject to his own doubts and mi sgivings - as well as to the doubts and
m sgi vi ngs of the nen under him

He may be faced with the probl em of taking command of a rifle
platoon in arifle conpany - right in the mddle of an attack. His
predi canent may be further conplicated by the fact that all his past
experience has been [imted to staff positions or a Headquarters unit.

The normal tendency is to attenpt to stress his ability by taking
imMmediate initiative in the attack, an attitude of '"I'll show you all 1've
got what it takes'. The result is generally - one officer casualty - and
frequently fatal

Renmenber that no experienced conbat platoon expects a "raw recruit"”
- and that's what he is to his men - to personally be the first nman to

junp out - and lead the assault of the regiment on Hill 'Umpty-Ump'.
They' re expecting himto be as green as he is and as scared as he
is. He will be hitting the ground every time he hears a shell go over
until sone buck private - casually nentions "It's OK Li eutenant - those
are ours going over to greet Jerry". Far better let him- take a deep

breath - swallow hard for five mnutes - forget all the saluting - and



eating outs and chewi ngs - he used to be so good at back in the States -
and thank the lad. Let himfind out who anong his non-cons have the nost
conbat experience - and learn their secrets. Gve themfull sway - don't
be afraid to take and ask their advice. Don't try to be a world beater -
the first few days - take it easy - ask a lot of questions and |learn as
many answers as possible. Wth luck on his side he may | ast the week out.
If he lasts the week - he will have seen enough - |earned enough - and
done enough - in his own natural way - to carry himthrough - fromthen on
indefinitely."

b. Repl acenent Traini ng. Reports indicate that replacenments, although

i mproving, still are not a cross section of the nmen brought into the service.
They frequently are in a lower AG classification test scoring range and do not
nmeasure up to the above average physical standard which should be a requirenent
for all infantry units. Al too frequently this places an additional burden on
pl at oon | eaders and non-conmi ssioned officers as nen of this caliber do not

al ways have an aggressive initiative and results in excessive casualties. 1In
the majority of cases the only training lacking is battle experience. However
an excessive mnority profess ignorance in the use of certain weapons. It is

t he consensus of opinion of battle-trained NCOs with considerabl e experience
that the nen assigned to an infantry conmpany nust be able to use every weapon
assigned to the company as they will be forced into a position in which they
must use them sooner or |ater.

Staff Sergeant ANDREW O. NORDAHL JR, 133rd Infantry.

"I have found that recent replacenents |ack sufficient know edge of
aut omati c weapons. The BAR is a very inmportant weapon and shoul d be
stressed in basic training. Mst replacenments don't have the slightest
idea of how a rifle crack sounds when fired in his direction. German
weapons should be used in this type of training so that the individua
sol di er can distingui sh themby sound. In other words training should
i nclude nore of battle drills with overhead firing.

Last but not |east, they have a tendency to bunch up on the march or
ot her formations."

Private First Cass DANIEL R BLACK, 133rd Infantry.
Private First Cass GLENN B. LUKE, 133rd Infantry.

"Many of the nmen that come to this conmpany have never fired the
Rifl e Grenade. They should be able to fire this weapon before being sent
to conmbat units.

One thing that is very inportant in conbat is nap and conpass
reading. The infantry replacenment does not get enough of this training."

First Lieutenant DONALD C. JOHNSQON, 135th Infantry.
First Lieutenant CLIFTON R FARNUM 135th Infantry.

"There is not enough training given for scouting. It takes a brave
clear thinking man to be a good scout. The type of men which we are
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recei ving as replacenents at present are very poor. |t seens that every
man that is inconmpetent in other type units is put in the infantry. This
results in the high percentage in casualties anong platoon | eaders and
good non-commi ssioned officers. The Platoon Leader has to be first scout
and al so | ead these replacenents up to a fighting position personally or
they seemto disappear about the tine you need themnost. Half of ny

pl atoon at present has had different training than that of infantry rifle

conpany."
First Lieutenant ROBERT LOGEE, 133rd Infantry.

"Al'l men in the squad should be given an opportunity in training to
| ead the squad. The replacenent private of today is the NCO of tonorrow
in combat."

C. Morale. It is believed that the word 'nmorale' is the nmost nis-
used in the official |anguage of the U S. Arny today. Actually it is far
nore than the U . S. O shows, and doughnuts, the word seens to bring to
mnd. It is confidence in self, unit esprit, and a will to carry out
orders all bound together by superior |eadership. The former should
properly be called - entertainment and has its proper place as a nediumto
rel ax the individual thus sinplifying the installation of a high state of
norale. It is well to note that in victory, however snall the engagenent,
norale is highest, while in defeat it is at its |owest ebb.

Second Li eutenant ROY L. HUVPHREYS JR, 135th Infantry.

"There has been a lot witten about norale since the start of this
war .

|'ve seen the effect of U S O shows, mail, food, etc. These are
all big itens but the |argest factor in conbat is |eadership, especially
t hat displayed by platoon | eaders and NCGCs.

On the front there are innunerable difficulties such as bad weat her,
poor food, and |ong marches to nention a few \Wen a unit has been on the
line for a long tine these things grow in inmportance. Leaders nust be on
guard and must not allow their men to believe that they are getting 'a raw
deal ' .

If the leaders can instill in their men an aggressive spirit and
mai ntain strict discipline throughout the canpaign they will find the
norale of their men a | ot higher when the canpaign nears a conclusion.”

Appoi ntnent, Pronotion, Awards and Recl assification.

Li eutenant Col onel HAROLD L. STIPP, Headquarters 34th Infantry D vision

"Enlisted nmen appointed officers on the field of battle because of
out st andi ng performance of conbat duties, have proved far nore conpetent
t han repl acenent officers received. This is not due to lack of ability in
many cases of replacenent officers, but due to | ack of experience which
can only be gained on the battlefield. Reports indicate that nen are far



nore willing to follow battle tried enlisted nmen who are comi ssi oned,
than a new replacenent officer. Reported confidence in |eaders gained
fromthis source proves that fighting efficiency of the small front line
elements is greatly inproved. Experiences within this command have proven
that no battle-field appointee has ever been re-classified for

i nefficiency or in-experience, while this is not true of officer

repl acenents received through normal replacenent channels.

There are a nunber of instances where privates, PFCs, and the | ower
grade non-conmi ssioned officers are hol di ng down positions which call for
a higher grade and that they have done so for considerabl e periods of
time, due mainly to personnel of the proper grade being retained on the
rolls of the organization while not actually present. This is believed to
be due to long-term hospitalization, failure to fill rotation vacanci es,
and personnel on tenporary duty in the United States under the furlough
policy. This situation creates a sense of unjustness when it occurs for a
protracted period, also a sense of futility in that they performtheir job
under extremely hazardous conditions yet cannot obtain the reward for it.
Enlisted personnel in front line elenents are extremely conscious of this
and it is believed that general efficiency can be pronoted by establishing
a systemin which these vacancies could be filled in a reasonably short
tinme.

Sone reports received indicate a feeling that an insufficient nunber
of awards and decorations are being presented to deserving personnel. A
feeling has occurred that nmeritorious awards are rejected because of
technicalities and that too many recomendati ons of an award are being
reduced to | esser awards by the headquarters authorized to pass on these
matters. This tendency is often common to the individual when not
considered in the light of the whole command. |t has possibly been true
in this command to sonme extent. Extreme efforts have been exerted to
overconme this feeling. Mre and nore awards are being considered and nore
and nore granted as tine passes. It has been found necessary to
i naugurate intensive selling canpaigns to insure that personnel of the
conmand observe acts of heroi smand nmake appropriate recomrendati ons.

Thi s canpaign has resulted in nmany awards that woul d ot herw se not have
cone to light.

In order to weld an efficient fighting unit, those who are
i neffective, nediocre, non-aggressive, and w thout professional know edge
must be elimnated. Reports received fromboth officers and nmen have
stressed this point and believe that a nore |iberal system of elimnating
the type of officer above referred to, be inaugurated. It is further the
consensus of opinion that reclassification should not be used as a
puni shnent, which it is generally believed to be, but as a nethod of
elimnation fromthe position in which they cannot fill and placenent in
one that they are able to handle. However, it is a further opinion that
t hey should not be given '"snap jobs' in rear echelons and pernmitted the
advant ages of qui ck pronotion.

As in the case of officers a system should be established in which
msfits, inconpetents, those who have | et down because of extrenely |ong
periods in active conbat, can be reassigned to non-conbatant units,
elimnated fromthe service, or other disposition nade of them upon a



recomrendati on of unit comnmanders concerned. This will insure a naximm
efficiency in the front lines, creating greater drive and followthrough,
resulting in the taking of objectives with |ess casualties. This has |ong
been a fault in conbat el enents in which no adequate answer has yet been
found and about which there is constant conplaint and criticism"



CAVEATS:

The "Lessons Learned in Conbat" docunment as presented here is - within the
l[imts of the nmy vision, alertness, and and stanmina - an accurate rendering of
the original; but it is not a "true copy".

CQccasi onal misspellings and typographic errors in the original have been
corrected. Further annotations - primarily abbreviation and acronym expansi ons
- and insertions of clearly dropped words may appear in 'square brackets'.

Changes of typography have been introduced for two purposes:

- the names of individual contributors have been placed in bold-face type to
better highlight their work and honor their nenory;

- the changes of typeface sizes in the body of the work is necessary to
"trigger' the indexing software.

- Patrick Skelly, for mlhist. net

[ Transcri bed 2002- 01- 06]
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