





Il
f
1

i mes v,

THE 442ND INFANTRY COMBAT TEAM

The 442nd Infantry Combat Team (Nisei), with
the 100th Battalion a component part, commenced
its drive from northeast of Piombino driving on Su-
vereto where they met sharp resistance after an
initial break-through. The Regiment was ordered to
infiltrate the enemy’s position and to attack the
well fortified Monte Belvedere. Here occurred one of
the important episodes of the drive towards the
Arno River, and one in which thg 442nd Combat
Team was to experience its first grec® fighting test;
a test which was so completely met as to establish
the famous Regiment with a great and lasting repu-
tation. The 100th Battalion, Battle-tired and proven as
it already was, shared with the 442nd, a common
glory in the victory won at Belvedere.

Orders for the attack on Belvedere came on very
short notice and before reconnaissance had been ef-
fected. With astonishing rapidity, Companies “A”
and “B” made a flank “attack, capturing a hill to
the rear of the village of Belvedere while the rest
of the Battalion holed in among olive trees close
to the town. A stiff fight ensued, counter-attacks were
beaten off and the Germans, to avoid entrapment,
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retreated. The incident was remarkable in that the
Regiment suffered only one dead and eight wound-
ed, while the enemy lost 178 killed, 20 wounded,
and 73 captured.

‘The Regiment moved on the following day to
take Saretta, advancing as far as the Bolgheri river
where it was squeezed out by the 135th Infantry.

From an area west of Riparbella, the Regiment
continued to sweep northward through San Piere
di Luce, through Luciana, reaching the south banks
of the Arno by the 23rd day of July.

SUMMARY OF TROOP MOVEMENTS

A quick summary of the terrific drive from Tra-
quinia to the Arno Valley by the four combat teams
of the Division has been presented above. The
story of their advance must necessarily suffer for
want of space for detailing it. But when this phase
of the batile experience of the 34th is written it will
tell a story of hardships, toil, tears and death of
tremendous magnitude ‘and significance.
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100th Nisei Battalion patroling

streets of Leghorn, ltaly, July 19,
1944,
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Street scene of Livorno, ltaly
shows how Allied aircraft,
strafing the retreating Ger-
mans, bombed the city.
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Japanese-American troops of the 100th Infantry Bat- ;

talion, 34th Division, line up on both sides of a street in
the center of Livorno, Haly. July 19, 1944,
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THE 135TH ENTERS LIVORNO

With the entire Division well advanced towards
the Arno, orders came for the final attack on Leg-
horn. The 135th Infantry committed all three bat-
talions to the final assault, from the vicinity of Mont
Maggiore, while the 363rd Infantry of the 91st Di-
vision, then under command of the 34th, drove
towar the city from Casone. ‘

The advance, which commenced on July 18th, was
preceded by heavy artillery fire, including phos-
phorus shells which set fire to the brush and woods,
causing groups of the enemy to withdraw. An
enemy strong point at Casone was wiped out by
the 1lst and 2nd Battalions of the 383rd. On . the
evening of the 18th of July, the Ist Battalion of the
363rd with elements of the 752nd Tank Battalion
found an entrance into the eastern outskirts of Lea-

horn, the 804th Tank Destroyer Battalion brecking
through to Montenero, three miles northeast of the
city. The 3rd Battalion of the 135th entered the city
at 0200 hours on the 19th of July, followed two
hours later by the lst and 2nd Battalions of the
363rd Infantry. The main body of the enemy troops
had fled northward escaping the trap that had been
set for them. While litile resistance was encounter-
ed as the troops filtered into the streets, booby traps
and mines took their toll before being removed by
the engineers. The 100th Battalion arrived and took
over the policing of the city.
Leghorn had fallen to a combined and co-ordi-
nated attack of the 34th Division which, during this
operation (with attached units) numbered over

36,000 troops, almost friple the number of a table
of organization Division.
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Tanks and Infantrymen of the 34th Division entering Li-

vorno, ltaly, pass the sign "Livorno™. July 19, 1944, Fifth
Army.
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An Halian woman puts a floral wreath of roses over the
hodies of American soldiers who paid the supreme sacri-
e fo enter Rome, Italy. Rome Area, June 4, 1944,

Americans of Japanesé descent of the 100th Infantry

Battalion 34th Division, examine still smouldering German
vehicle, after entering Leghorn, Italy, which they helped
to capture. July 19, 1944.

Lt. qu. Raymond E. Lund, Division Assistant G-2.
Colonel Lund left the Division in ltaly in 1944 fo join |
General Ryder in the Pacific. 4
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PISA

Between Leghorn and Pisa lay several canals
which traversed the flat terrain. As the enemy with-
drew across the Arno river, engineers under enemy
fire spanned these canals at many places. In the
meanwhile, troops. were regrouping for the drive
on Pisa. The 363rd was to push up the coast and
capture Marina di Pisa and was also assigned the
main assault mission on Pisa; while the 442nd and
168th Infaniry Regiments were to parallel their
drives to the right and slightly east of Pisa.

At 2200 hours, July 22nd, the 168th and 442nd
moved forward reaching the river on the 23rd.
While the 34th met with harrassing artillery and
mortar fire and considerable fire from automatic
weapons, the 363rd Infantry met with stiffer fighting
as it drove through to enter Marina di Pisa and
Pisa, itself..

On the 23rd of July, the 34th was replaced in the
line by the 91st Division, our troops retiring for a
well-earned rest to the Rosignano area near the
sea.
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The Leanig Tower of Pisa, ltaly.

Members of the 34th Division approach the city limits of
Pisa, ltaly. Fifth Army, July 23, 1944,
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Officers of the 34th Division and Army Headquarters
Staffs, also some of the members of Secretary of War's
party, are seated at table to enjoy lunch, which has for
its distinguished guest, Henry L. Stimson (L); Maj. Gen.
Charles W. Ryder at head of table. Lt. Gen. Mark W.
Clark at left of Gen. Ryder, at Cecina, Italy. July- 6,
1944.

uisition Company. March 12, 1945.

This is a view of the American military cemetery at Cast-
olfiorentino, ltaly, established by the ®M Graves Reg-
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GENERAL RYDER LEAVES THE DIVISION
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Major General Charles W. Ryder at Tlemcin, Algeria,
1943.

On July 21, 1944, General Charles W. Ryder turned
over command of the old Red Bull Division to Major
General Charles L. Bolte. On the afternoon of that.
day, such officers as could be spared from combat,
assembled at General Ryder's field Headquarters
for a brief but impressive farewell ceremony. The
setting somehow afforded a perfect back-ground for
the occasion: to the west lay Leghorn, fallen prey to
the 34th; to the north, the Leaning Tower of Pisa. It
was a gorgeous sun-lit day, with boom of artillery
tolling like constant thunder through the quiet air.
The officers assembled, seating themselves in «
semi-circle in a tall grassy area. General Ryder step-
ped forward with his charcteristically long stride
wearing his battle helmet from the back of which
hung his famous desert cloth. There he stood, look-
ing down on the deeply bronzed faces of his com-
rades, his six-feet-three-inch wiry, athletic frame
towering above us all. He was a man in the fifties,
a veteran of World War I, but well preserved by a
ritual designed to keep him always fit. always
ready. His face was long and narrow, surmounted

by a high forehead; his grey hair, a bit unruly. Deep
lines scarred his sun-burned face—lines which be-
spoke force and determination, softened by amaz-
ingly light blue eyes. He spoke briefly, his voice
quavering as he fought his way through words of
farewell. It is not to be wondered that tears coursed
down many a bronzed face before him. Theirs had
been a comradship forged in the crucible of hun-
dreds of days of relentless and bloody combat. He
closed with a few simple words of appreciation and
God-speed, turned, and walked abruptly away with
long, loose-jointed strides, determined not to trust
a visibly faltering control of his emotions.
Charles W. Ryder had performed his mission in
the true tradition of an outstanding American com-
bat leader. In early Tunisia, his troops had suffered
from inexperience, but soon they were to emerge
as seasoned veterans, the 34th Division eventually
standing forward as one of the best fighting forces

. in the Allied Armies. For this, much is attributed to

the inspired leadership of General Ryder. .

Doc Ryder was cast in a fighting mould. The Army
was and is his life; he has lived that life with «
religious regard for all its rigid precepts. Funda-
mentally a field soldier, he disdained the shackles
of desk routine and plunged himself vigorously into

the active, aggressive leadership of men in combet,

a leadership symbolized by the Division's slogan,
"Attack! Attack! Attack!”

Two weeks later, Col. Norman E. Henderickson
(now Major General in command of the newly
organized 47th Infantry Division) our Chief of Staff,
left to join General Ryder who had been placed in
command of IX Corps. The General had chosen this
capable officer to continue as his Corps Chief of
Staff. .

Col. Hendrickson had been reared with the Di-
vision. A veteran of World War I, where he served
with the 151st Field Artillery, he brought to the Di-
vision an experience which contributed greatly to
the success of General Ryder's Command. This
quiet, calm, calculating officer, beloved by his
comrades, together with Major William W. Prout,
Aide to the General, were the mainstays upon which
Ryder leaned heavily during the Tunisian and Ital-
ion Campaigns.

There. were other men on General Ryder’s staff
who most certainly are deserving of special men-
tion: Lt. Col. Harcld L. Stipp, the doughty and ef-
ficient G-1; Lt. Col. Hubert H. Des Marais, G-2, and
his assistant, Major Raymond E. Lund whom Doc
Ryder called to serve on his Corps Staff; Lt. Col.
Robert B. Neely, the able, young G-3 and his deputy,
Major Ernest ]J. Durr, later killed in a one-man en-
gagement with a group of Germans in the vicinity of
Parma in the Po Valley; Lt. Col. Mark T. Martin,
Jr., G-3; Lt. Col. Walter H. Wendt and Lt. Col. Ivan
G. Walz, both outstandingly able G-4's; Lt. Col.
Dee M. White, A.G., the balance wheel of the Di-
vision Headquarters, rear echelon; Lt. Col. Thomas
N. Ritchie, 1.G. and a vital morale booster for the
Division; and the beloved frontline Chaplin, Deloss
I. Marken; and most of the officers served on the
Division Staff throughout the entire war.
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Major General Charles L. Bolte, who assumed command
of the 34th Infantry Division on July 21, 1944 -and car-
ried through until the end of the Italian Campaign, in-
cluding occupational service on the French Front and
the Venezia-Guilia Area adjacent to Yugo-Slavis. Gen-
eral Bolte holds the Distinguished Service Medal, the Le-
gion of Merit, the Silver Star, the Purple Heart from
World War |, the award of the order of Commander of
SS Maurizio & Lazzaro, Italy, the award of the Officer of
the Legion de Honneur on France, the French Croix de
Cuerre with Palm, the Brazilian Medahla de Cuerra and
the British Order of the Bath.

Prime Minister Winston Churchill, touring the Fifth Army
front, gets his picture taken by "Ist Sgt." Franco. mas-
. cot of the 34th Division Hq. CP. Fifth Army, Castiglion-
| cello, ltaly. February 19, 1944.
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THE RETREATING GERMANS

This phase of the Campaign should not be closed
without mention of the masterly retreat performed
by the Germans.. Defending every foot of our deter-
mined advance. they had fought an omazing rear
guard action. The enemy's motor transport had been
partly reduced to ox and horse-drawn guns and

" vehicles; his Luftwaffe and infantry reserves had

been terrifically depleted; his supply lines con-

tinually interrupted by the pounding of our heavy
bombers; and his retreat lines repeatedly racked
by our hard-hitting fighter planes. Yet, the Germans
slowly retreated, always keeping their main body
intact. The methods they employed may well serve
as strategic lessons, should infantry fighting ever
again be the mission of the dough-boy.




Sergeant Henry Conklin, mess sergeant for Division
Headquarters throughout the War.

Ponte Allegrozie, bridge in Florence destroyed by the'

Germans along with three other bridges. Florence, Ifaly.
August 18, 1944
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Chapter XXII

THE PUSH TOWARDS THE GOTHIC LINE
AND THE APENNINE LINE

The objective of Allied Armies in Italy to reach the
Ao Line by early Spring of 1944 had been delay-
ed until July 23rd, by « stubborn enemy and by
natural barriers of massive mountains and abnor-
mally bad Winter weather. So.battered and exhaust-
ed was the Fifth Army, when finally reaching its
goal, ‘that rest and re-grouping were essential be-

fore renewing a co-ordinated attack against the
Arno Line.
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A view of Florence, ltaly, from the air, looking towards the Gothic Line, the last. G
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erman natural defense in italy.
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THE GENERAL STRATEGICAL PICTURE

The Arno Line ran from Marina di Pisa on the
western Ligurian sea coast, easterly through Pisa,
thence, south some fifteen miles of Florence, thence,
in a broad arc which swung south-easterly to a
point some eight miles south of Pesaro on the Ad-
riatic coast. While Fifth Army had driven forward to
the Amo, the Eighth Army had been held in « some-
what static position for several days.

After four weeks of rest, recreation and training,
during which the 34th enjoyed swimming in the

Ligurian waters, attending U.S.0. shows and a tew
dances at Rosignano, the Division received orders
on August 20th to move to an assembly area in the
vicinity of Castelfiorentino where a regular train-
ing schedule was instituted which continued through-
out the balance of that month. Here, the 34th pass-
ed from IV Corps back to II Corps under General
Keyes, whose command was now to consist of four
divisions: the 34th, the 88th with 442nd Combat
Team (less the 100th Baitalion) attached, the 85th




and the 91st. This force was augmented by attach-
ed units of tank, anti-tank, engineers, and ordnance
units.

The American sector ran from a position near the
Armo river a few miles west of Florence to Marina
di Pisa on the Ligurian Sea; while the British Sector
ran easterly from slightly west of Florence to a point
five miles south of Pesaro on the Adriatic.

II Corps’ Sector ran from Angelica east to the
boundary line between Fifth and Eighth Armies,
some five miles west of Florence. IV Corps’ Sector

2 s

Construction of Bailey Bridge across the Arno River at

Florence by the 337th Engineer Regiment, September 5,
1944,

ran from Angelica west to e Ligurian Sea.

Before IV Corps stood Kesselring’s 16th S.S. Pan-
zer Division and the 65th Grenadier Infantry Division
with the 20th G.A.F. Field Division (German Air
Force) in reserve position farther up the coast-line.
Before II Corps stood the 362nd Infantry Division, the
23th Panzer Division and the 4th Parachute Division.
In further reserve, the enemy held the 26th Panzer
(Armored) Division, and the 3rd Panzer Grenadier
Division.
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TERRAIN

Across the valley of the Armno river, rose the
mighty barrier of the Northern Apennines. Older
men of the Division bethought themselves of the
rugged scenes that had lain before them at the
unforgettable three crossings of the Volturno and
the awful crossing of the Rapido. They knew that
between’them and the Valley of the Po, lay roads
through narrow defiles of long canyon passes wall-
ed in by precipitous mountains rising sheer on either
side.

The Northern Apennine range runs. from near
Genoa across the Peninsula to Rimini flanked by
flat areas on the eastern coastal sector. Hills and
mountains ranging from 300 feet to elevations from
3 to 4 thousand feet, with the dominating Monte
Cimone of 7,095 feet and Monte Cusna of 6,857 feet,
the whole in depth, some 60 road mileg stood as
the final, formidable barrier between the Fifth and
Eighth Armies and the Valley of the Po.

While virtually every foot of this terrain was de-
fendable, the Germans had established two broad
protective lines across the peninsula: the famous
Gothic Line and the Apennine Line.

The Gothic Line was anchored near Carrara on
tha western Ligurian coast from where it followed
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The first vehicle in the town of Livorno, ltaly, was this
M-8 of ‘a tank destroyer battalion in the 34th Division.
Here, the first men into the city reload into their ve-
hicle. July 19, 1944,

an eastward-course along high ridges slightly north
of Lucca, Pescia, Pistoia, thence northward in an arc
cutting across the openings to the Futa and Gicgo
passes; from thence, the line swept southeasterly in
a concave arc that terminated at Pesaro on the Adri-
atic Sea. The ultimate barrier was the famous Ape-
nine Line running parallel to the Po Valley along!
the last high ridges that looked down on the fertile
plain below. Intermediate lines lay between our
troops and this final wall.

Every foot of the way ahead was defended in
the characteristicdlly thorough German manner:
hulled down tanks at the base of hills, mortar and
artillery emplacements dug into sheer rock or re-
cessed in heavily constructed cement block-houses;
machineguns sweeping all approaches and all pass-
es; and finally a new type of defensive construction,
a huge anti-tank ditch which wound. over the lower
hills for many miles, defending the famous Futa
Pass. The enemy was ready to make his last desper-
ate stand in Italy. How prepared he was will be
gleaned from the narrative which follows and from
the long casualty lists which were to total up as
the days and months went by.

This ltalian girl was working in the fields within range

of German Artillery.

THE EIGHTH ARMY STRIKES

The original plan was to break the Arno Line,
then launch the main attack towards the Gothic
Line by striking north of Florence. As there was evi-
dence that the enemy anticipated such a thrust, the
plans were suddenly changed in the latter days of
August. These called for the main effort being made
by the Eighth Army towards Rimini, foicing an
entrance into the Valley of the Po and threatening
the enemy lying forward of Fifth Army's position,
with a flank movement. The plan called for re-group-

ing. To more effectively balance the Allied Forces,
the British 13th Corps was grouped with Fifth Army
so that the boundary line between the Americans
and British now ran north and south through a line
some 15 miles to the east of Florence. .

The execution of the plan threw the Germans off
balance and by’ September 6th the British had
pierced the Gothic Line and swept north to within
five miles of Rimini.



A scene in Loiano, Haly, a place familiar to all men of
the 34th Division. October 7, 1944,

go into action in the vicinity of Loiano, Italy. October 8,
1944,
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Tank Destroyers of the' 804th Tank Destroyer Battalior,




IV CORPS CROSSES THE ARNO

To the west of our position, General Crittenberger's
IV Corps struck across the Arno river on a broad
front on September lst, encountering little initial re-
sistance. By the 12th of September, the 45th Task
Force had struck along the west coastal sector to
Viareggio; the st Armored Division had cleared

out Monte Pisano and had established a broad
front from Lucca on the west of Montecatini on the
east; while the 6th South African Armored Division
had established o front farther to the east from
Monsummano east to Montale.
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II CORPS ATTACKS

General Keyes' plan of attack called for the 91st
and 34th Divisions to launch the main effort for
Il Corps, with the 85th and 88th Divisions held in

reserve. Elements of II Corps, between the lst and.

12th of September, 1944, progressed northward, as
follows: the main body of the 91st Division crossed

the Amo at Florence after the Ist British Infantry
Division had captured that city, and struck north-
easterly as far as the vicinity of Vaglia, at which
»point the 85th Division passed through, driving for-
ward to reach the mountain barrier in the vicinity
of Giogo Pass.
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