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The Red Bull is back!

FLrst platoon Company I, 133rd Infantry assembles on
February 27, 1941 in the Sheldon Community Building in
preparation for departure to Camp Claiborne, La. for federal
servicein WWIL. (Photo courtesy of Richard E. Bauer andthe
Sheldon Prairie Museum) ’

Ceremony marks 50th

Anniversary

of WW I1

National Guard call-ups

By Spec. Carolyn Tenney

Iowa Governor Terry E.
Branstad and Maj. Gen. Warren
Lawson praised the 113th Cavalry
Group and the 34th Infantry Divi-
sion for their valorous service during
World War II in a moving ceremony
at the State Capitol on February 8.
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This item from the Mi

Color guard members marched
to the music of a fife and drum from
the 34th Army band and stood at
attention as the duo played selec-
tions of patriotic music.

After the pledge of allegiance
and invocation, Brig. Gen. (Ret.)
Edward W. Bird shared his remem-
brances of “our former comrades in
the 34th Infantry Division and the
113th Cavalry Group.” He spoke
proudly of the imminent reactiva-
tion of the 34th Infantry Division as
he offered a plaque in honor of the
event to Gov. Branstad.

Maj. Gen. Lawson presented
Gov. Branstad with two plaques: one
commemorating the achievements of
the 34th “Red Bull” Division; the
other honoring the 113th “Red Horse”
Cavalry Group.

Branstad, as he spoke of the
achievements of these two distin-
guished units, urged the assemblage
to also remember those soldiers
serving in Operation Desert Storm.
He prayed for their speedy and safe
return.

Red Bull patches—old and
new—were in abundance. Retired
and active military persons greeted
each other and enjoyed the opportu-
nity to share stories and renew old
acquaintancas

innesota National Guard Library.

BULK RATE
US POSTAGE PAID
Permit #28
Clarion, IA 50525

Spnng Quarter 1991

34th Infantry Division
regains its place in history

As the 34th Infantry Division’s
colors were uncased on February 10
at the St. Paul National Guard Ar-
mory in Minnesota, the 47th Infan-
try Division became his-
tory.

Nearly 16,000 Na-
tional Guard members
from Minnesota, Iowa,
Illinois and Wiscon-
sin will don the fa-
miliar red and black
patch as they become
Red Bulls instead of
Vikings.

Retired Gen.
John Vessey, former
chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, delivered
the keynote address. A native
Minnesotan, Vessey received a

battlefield commission while serv-
ing with the 34th Division in Italy.
In his remarks concerning the
history of the 34th Division, Vessey
said that the Red Bull men
“had the fear of the en-
emy and the respect of
every othersoldierin the

The 34th Divi-
sion, headquartered
in Minnesota, in-
cludes 8,250 soldiers
in Minnesota, 3,650
in Iowa, 3,450 in Illi-
nois, and 300 in Wis-
consin.

sand soldiers, friends and
family members attended the
reactivation ceremony in St. Paul.

ATTACK! ATTACK! ATTACK!

1991

Command Sgt. Maj. Ronald E. Muehlbauer, 34th Division
(left) hands the case that moments before contained the Red
Bullflagto Gen. (Ret.) John W. Vessey, Jr., officially bringing
the division back on line. (Photo by Sgt. Tom Slaybaugh)

More than a thou-



A lineage of
significance

By Maj. Gen. Warren Lawson
Adjutant General, Iowa National Guard

Some time back, after I was ap-
pointed Adjutant General, Brig. Gen.
Harold Thompson and I talked about
the Military Heritage Gallery at
National Guard Bureau. There were
no pictures pertaining to lowa. We
were disturbed that Iowa was a state
with an incredible history and yet no
recognition. As a result Col. Jerry
Gorden was tasked to research some
part of the 34th Division history and
get a bit of it replicated into a piece of
art for the heritage gallery. After
extensive research of the 34th
Division’s history, the historians
chose the battle now depicted as “Red
Bull in the Winter Line.”

When the painting by Donna
Neary was completed, it was pre-
sented to Gen. Temple, Chief of Na-
tional Guard Bureau. The historian
there observed that it was a shame
that we had a division with the lin-
eage of the 34th that was not on the
active rolls. Gen. Temple inquired
as to how the 34th got off the rolls,
and was advised that during a force
reduction back in 1968 either the
47th or the 34th had to be taken off
the active rolls and that the Viking
Division was saved. Gen. Temple
said that he’d reopen the issue if the
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The news and opinions expressed in
this publication are not necessarily those of
the Adjutant General of Iowa, or the De-
partment of the Army.

Adjutants General of Iowa, Minne-
sota and Illinois would agree. Fol-
lowing this understanding, the ef-
forts to reactivate the 34th Infantry
Division were set in motion.

The 34th Division Association,
Gen. Vessey (the former Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staffand World
War II 34th Division member), the
adjutants general, and former Red
Bull members everywhere began a
campaign to bring the 34th Division
back on line. It was a collective effort
that involved a host of people and I
think everyone in our brigade is
overjoyed that the effort succeeded.
It brings back a military lineage that
is second to none and one that we’ve
got to be proud of.

I'mold enough thatIcan remem-
ber when the 34th Division mustered
for active duty in World War II out of
my hometown of Fairfield. Every-
body wore Red Bulls. I can remem-
ber watching the newspaper for in-
formation on “our Guard,” the 34th
Division. They were the first ready
for deployment . . . they were first in
combat in North Africa . . . they
proved their capability at Hill 609 .. . .
sustained their losses at the
Kasserine and then went to Italy.
The Red Bull campaign in Italy was
considered secondary to Normandy
and Central Europe. But, in Iowa,
due to our soldiers, there was con-
tinuous coverage of that campaign. I
can recall following their successes
and the record-setting number of
days of continuous combat. Even
today an affinity exists in Italy for
the Red Bull Division. They still
hold our division in great regard.

I'm overjoyed that the military
leadership of the Army was willing
to bring this division back up on line.
The Red Bull patches on our soldiers
simply add a historical precedent to
the fine job they do today.

The soldiers that put on that
patch—whether it was in World War
I or II—have created a heritage of
significance. That record of achieve-
ments ought to make them extremely
proud and provide the stimulation to
today’s guardsman to become good
enough to equal their record should
that be required.

I'd say this to the soldiers just
putting on the Red Bull patch: “I
extend hearty congratulations. Be
proud of those in the past who cre-
ated history. Train hard, so that if
you ever are called, you can replicate
the type of history that the 34th
Division enjoys.”

DEDICATION

This special edition of the
Towa Militiaman honors the brave
soldiers of the 34th Infantry Di-
vision, 113th Cavalry Group, and
124th Observation Squadron who
were mobilized for federal ser-
vice during World War II. It also
celebrates the reactivation of the
legendary “Red Bull” Division.

The realities of time and hu-
man resources precluded the cov-
erage of every ceremony and wor-
thy individual associated with
these historic events. We there-
fore ask that you accept this jour-
nalistic offering in the spirit in
which it was designed and pro-
duced--as a tribute to all soldiers
and family members who sacri-
ficed so much a half-century ago.

A proud heritage

By Brig. Gen. Harold Thompson,

Deputy Adjutant General, lowa National Guard

I’'m delighted with the fact that
the 34th Division is being reacti-
vated. I started out in August 1954
in the Red Bull Division—in the
second battle group of the 133rd In-
fantry Regiment—and spent a
number of years with the division
before it was deactivated.

The 34th Di-
vision boasts a
tremendous heri-
tage. It claimsthe |
greatest number
of consecutive |
days spent in
combat. It par-
ticipated in a
number of impor-
tant operations
during World War
II.

The 34th Division has been
around Iowa and the Midwest all of

its life, and Iowa has been the base or
hub around which it has revolved.
So certainlyitis a division with which
we can identify.

History is important to those of
us in the military. The wearing of
the uniform is a patriotic gesture
thatidentifies soldiers as part of this
country’s defense. It sets us apart.

It’s the same with the 34th Divi-
sion. Being a part of that famous
division gives an individual almost
aninstant credibility—that wow, you
must be good!

The 34th Division has a proud
heritage earned in blood and thou-
sands of lives. It carries forth
something that is hard to put into
words. The momentum in com-

mand—and around Iowa—in con-
nection with this reactivation is the
best expression of what this division
means to all of us.

Reactivation brings
back piece of history

By Col. Roger Schultz,

Chief of Staff, Iowa National Guard

The reactivation of the 34th Di-
vision provides us with an opportu-
nity to correct something that was a
mistake many years ago. We can
bring back a level of recognition to
the Iowans who were part of the 34th
Division in World War II.

Simply put, it
is an opportunity §
for us to bring
back that piece of
history upon
which we in Iowa
need to reflect.

Weall wantto
remember the
positive things. In
terms of a contri-
bution on the part
of service members, the 34th Divi-
sion has to remain one of the best

Grant Bishop, a former member of the 109th Medics, 34th

that we have in Iowa.

Across the state, many commu-
nities are having special reactiva-
tion ceremonies where former mem-
bers of the 34th Division will come to
the armories and be part of bringing
the division back on line to active
status. Former members will be in-
volved in essentially every one of
those reactivation ceremonies.

We need to teach Guard mem-
bers across Iowa what the 34th In-
fantry Division really did, what
they’re all about, and what they ac-
complished. Because those accom-
plishments were a piece of the price
of what this country is today. That
was a significant contribution.

Hopefully we can identify with
all of those lessons in Iowa history
and be a better organization for it.

Division, admires the new Red Bull patch on the shoulder of Sgt.
Mayj. Dennis Norton of Boone, Iowa (Photo by Spec. Carolyn Tenney)





































































